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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
AND PWBLXC FACLITlES 

OFF/CC CF THE COMMISSIONER 

Jariuary 12. 

WA' -r? J. HICKEL. GOVERNOR B 

1994 

Honorable Jackie Penient 
Minister of Transportation and  Highways 
Parliament Building, Room 028 
Victoria, British Columbia 
V8V 1x4 
CAPJADA 

Dear Minister Pement: 

Congratulations on your appointment as Minister of Transpor! 
Highways by Premier Hncourt .  

As I'm sure you are aware, we Alasltnns In n i m y  respects haw il closer 
kinship with British Columbia and the Yukon t h m  we do with c' . : I .  southern 
sister stat.es. 

The common border between British Columbia and Alaska is 8i 
750 miles long wh!ch makes it' substaritidly longer than any oi'~i,:r 
Provincial-State boundary (Naska/Yulton Temtory is sljghUy : 

The importance of trade aqd coxiiirierce corridors between Br 
and Alaska has been recognized for over 150 years, The need f:; n11:tiial 
access across this common boundary WHS first offlcially recogr 
treaty of 1825 between Great Britain and Russia, 

Since that time only four l a i d  trmsportatlon facilities have !:I  

O U T  l,x1ds: 

ion a n d  

1) 
2 )  
3) 
4) Hyder Stewart Road [Hyder - Stewart) 

Waines Highway (Haines - Haines Junction) 
Iiloridilie Highway (Skagway I Whitehorse) 
White Pass and Yukoti R/R (Skagway - Wiltehorsc.) 

The  first three of these routes primarily serve tile Yukon Terr!ro:-l, zlthough 
all  three do penetrate portions of British Columbia and could a! 
access to  ocean ports to serve B.C. commerce and trade needs 
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All three a re  located close together in the extreme nor the , ' .  -:'.'a of B.C. and 
.Alaska's panhandle. The latter connection between Hydt.: : Stewart is of 
little consequence since both are ports at. the N o d 2  end ," . ' . , :  Portland 
Canal and esserittally adjoin. 

Plaska's ferry system connects Piince Rupert: with Southe:. ' .  ,' !slca and 
forms yet another. d thongh very llniftrd, surface connec! i ; . :  

A quick look at a map 1 ~ 1 1  disclose that except for the ex!.:-? ::-):-. Northerli 
portion of the comnion boundnry 110 memhgfu l  trade a.n ' 

corridors exist. 
~x xierce 

Over the years, use has  been made of liver routes, prima 
Taku and Unuk but  in rec.eiit years these traditlorial rout  
exception of the Stikine. have seen soniewhat dimlriisher. . '  ' ,  

The commerce and trade of Southeast Alaska deperids to  
the Alaska Marine Highway System a n d  its six oce<m type ! t . ,  

system is-of limited capaclty and detnzrld has now exceec' 
system during several months of the year. I t  is appismt 
surface transportation systems are needed to eqxwd the '. ~. 

basic transportation syste.m. 

As O U T  cities in Southeast grow the need for land connec 
Nor th  American Highway and R~til  systenis was never gre 
is through corridors into Eritish Coli.imbia. While there hr,i: 
conversations about such  connection in past years no red 
hnve resulted. 

Tourism is kicreasing at xi unheard of rate of about 30% !: 
and  the transportation 1ink.s are either saturated or fast bc 
Whether we like it o r  not the  Pacific coast area8 of l3.C. LII~:~ 

tourist destlnations. 

I t  is our  desire to open meaningY'tll and continuing dialog \L 

investigate. plan arid to hopefully realize additional surfacc 
connecrions across our comniofl boundary for our rtiutual I: 

Alaska needs several surface connections lricluding one to L ! ~  
capital city and  the only state. provincial or territorial cagit:!! -~ ,,-:I.: niairiland 
m h i e r j c a  riot c.onnectc.d to the. contcnentnl s u r f a d  
system. 

": l imi t  of this 

' 
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Southeast's second most populous niunicipality. Ketchikx. . : !:iajor 
industrial center and toul-lsm hub. A road link fi-om t h e  1:' '. :. :-In the Craig 
and Bradfield rivers would serve Prince Rupert. Terrace. S+.. I i..::rs and 
other communities dong the Northcoast w.d Northwester!. 7 .  by providing 
a transportation link that would seme B.C. and the Ketch!:,,. .:I.. ,' I.'rangcll areas 
of Alaska. 

Basically three surfnce route systems are of prime interel<:. '~ j .~':iska. 

A connection setvlng Ketchikan and Wrangeli ' ...; ' . I >  Bradfield 
CRnd 

1) 

2 )  A connection serving Juneax (OUT capital ci'q! '%,,..::$I the Taku 
River Valley. 

A connectton sening Wrmngell and Petersbur-: ''.;-. ;: :igh the 
Stikine Valley. 

3 )  

Alaska DOT&PF' would like very nmch to meet with you c :,: .: .,.:I+ staff either 
in Vlctorla or Juneau to  c q h r e  coniniori needs for mas'.:.' '- : .;-idon 
through Alaska's panhandle .  

Such a meeting should in our oplnion be unrestricted as 1'2 ~::.-ciission topic 
regarding surface transportation Issues a i d  be exploratoi ,. ' ... I:? all modes of  
ban sp ortation. 

We look forward to your early response. 

Slncerely, 

Commissioner 
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MINISTRY OF ENERGY MINES 
AND PETROLEUM RESbURCES 
Bq5000, 
Srmthm, B.C. VOJ 2NO 

Fa: (604) 847-7603 

DATE: F A  4 bTIME 

Please deliver the following message: 

FAXTOO 

FROM. 
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Honorable Jackie Pezuent 
Mlnister of lhn6partation and Hi$lws 
Parliament BUirdmg, Room 028 
Victoria, Bzitish Columbia 
V$V 1x4 
CANADA 

1 

As I’m sure you are aware, we Alaskans in many reqxcts bavea closer 
Uship  with Bzltish Columbia and the Yukon than we do wlth our southern 
afster states. 

The importance of trade and commeme corridom between British Columbia 
and Alaska bas been recognized fat m r  150 years. Tbt need for mutual 
access across this common bundasy was k s t  d B W y  recognized in the 
b;eaty of 1826 between Gnat Britain and Russt& 

Since that m e  only four land transportattion facilities haw inter-connected 
our lands: 

1) Haines Hiamy (Harnea - Haints Junction) 
2) Klonde H@wny (Skagway - Whitehome) 3) W h m  Pam8 and w o n  R/R (S y = Wbrcehorse) 
4) HNer = Stewart Road -@Zyderw& 

The h t  three of these routes p d  serve the Yukon Terrlcary d a o u g h  
all three do penetrate: portions of Brit& g Columbia and could afford ready 
access to ocean porta to serve B.C. commerce and m d e  needs and daires, 

, I . .  

i 
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AU Wee are located dose together In the extreme northern area of B.C. and 
Alaskp's panhandk. TbeJatttr connection between Hyder and Stewart is of 
M e  consequence airrce both are ports at tbe North end of the P d a n d  
canal a d  essenuaqy Pdfoltl. 

A quick look at a map will &close that except for the extreme Northern 
portron of the common boundary no mcanlngfial trade and commerce ' 

C O M O r 8  udSt l  

Over the years, use &as been made of river mutes, primrVLly the Stikine. 
T k h  and Unuk but &I recent yeam these traditbnal routes, wttb th8 
exception ofthe Stihnc. have men aomddhat dbhi shtd  w e .  

"he commerce and m e  of Southeast Alaska depend8 to a large degree on 
the Alaska MMne H%ghway syrtcrn anel its six ocean type fmics. This 
qwtem is of Umftcd upact and demand hrs now atceded the Umit of this 

s-ct transportatlo4 syrtams are needed to w a n d  the capociry of the 
basic truuportation ayatem 

wtem d m g  s e a  mon x 8 of the year. It is apparent that additional 

A3 our cfaes in Southerut grow the need for Sand connections to the -sting 
No- Amezican Highm and Rall -me w never greater. Our-only erdt 
is through corrIdom fnto Btitish Columbia. Whfle there har been 
conversatbm about such connection in p u t  ytars no real determined &om 
have resulted. 

I 

.lburism is  ~cmming at an unheard of rate of about 30% per year in Alaeka 
and the tmns rtatfcm Unks are either 8attmtcd or fmt becoming so. 
whether we & it or not the P d t  coast ueaa of BC. and Alaska art prized 
tourist desthatione, 

It is our desirt to opma xneanfnghl and contlnukrg diJag Wrth 8;C. toJointly 
lnwstlgate, plan and to h o p W y  m a b e  addJtlonal Surface transportation 
connectiblzs acmm our common boundary for our muhal benefft, 
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Southeast's second most populous muni~ipali~.  ~cetchikan is a ma or 
iadustrlrl center and totarmxi hub, A road llnk hrom the Jskut ~a &e Crag 
and B e d  river8 ppoUld ~ U Y T  Pdnce Ruparc. Terrace, &nithers and 
other communities along the Northcoast and Nofiweaterrr B.C. by providing 
a transpartam link that would e m  BS. and the K c t c k a n ~ a n g e l l  artas 
afAla&L 

2) A connection m m g  Juneau (OUI capital Civ) -0- the Taku 
River Valley. 

3) A connection sen&# WHmgeU and Petemburg through the 
Stildne Valley. 

Alaska DOT- would Uke very much to meet wlth you md your s- either 
in vlctoria or Juneau to explore common needs for coastal coxzld6m 

Such 8 m e e w  should in our'upinlon be unrestricted as to dlscuasion topic 
regarding msdhce hnsporbatlon U u e 8  and be mbrarory as to all modes of 

thmugh A l a d d s  parhandle. 

transpormuon. 
W e  look darward to your response. 

Commisaioaer 

. 

r e  


