
E&B re-examines 
Bralorne aold mine 

881358 
The rehabilitation and exploration program at the Bralorne mine, once 
the largest gold producer in British Columbia, is now into its eighth 
month. The exploration program, worth $ 1 million, is the initial 
expenditure in a joint venture agreement between Bralorne Resources 
Limited of Calgary, Alberta and E&B Explorations Inc of Denver and. 
Vancouver. E&B Explorations is acting on behalf of the Geomex Group. 

Under the terms of the joint venture 
agreement, E&B will spend $1 million on 
exploration and development of the 
property by Mar 31, 1981. This initial 
work program will enable E&B to begin 
to evaluate the potential of the mine. 
The company expects to spend a further 

$2 million in 1981 and may elect to 
commit up to $5 million by June 30, 
1983. The agreement permits E&B to 
earn up to an undivided 50 per cent 
working interest in the property, 
depending on the level of expenditure. 
E&B will operate the property during the 

exploration period. 
The Bralorne property consists of 133 

Crown-granted mineral claims on more 
than 3,800 acres of land located 170 km 
north of Vancouver, BC. The Bralorne 
and Pioneer group of orebodies have 
been one of Canada's major sources of 
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gold, yielding close to 4.2 million ounces 
of gold and one million ounces of silver 
for eight million tons of ore. During 40 
years of production, 24 veins were 
mined. 

Last gold mine to close 
The Bralorne mine, which was the last 

gold producer in BC closed in mid-1971 
when operating costs equalled net reve­
nues, making the venture uneconomic. 
A number of studies were undertaken 
between 1972 and 1974 but the price of 
gold was such that it was not considered 
to be economically feasible to reopen the 
mine. 

E&B intends to systematically explore 
the property to delineate not only new 
areas of interest, but areas mined in the 

Aerial view of the Bralorne plant area 
showing the concentrator building 
(left), refinery, machine and electrical 
shops and warehouses. Mine 
administration buildings are shown in 
the upper right hand corner 

past that still offer potential reserves. 
Initial work will be carried out to the 

26th level. No attempts will be made to 
go down to lower depths of the mine at 
this time. The general concept is to 
develop the lower levels with cash flows 
realized from mining the upper levels. 

Rehabilitation of the underground 
access is well underway. The work 
program to date has included the 
rehabilitation of the eighth level consis­
ting of retimbering, rockbolting, and 
laying new air and water pipe and power 
line to the Crown and Empire shafts. 
Rehabilitation of the third level into the 
Empire shaft has been completed. 

Drilling underway 
Approximately 17,000 ft of surface 

diamond drilling has been completed to 
date. The main purpose of this program 
is to define structures that would be 
conducive to ore grade material. Two 
surface drills were used for part of the 
time. The bulk of the surface drilling 
program was completed in December 
1980. A limited amount of surface 

drilling is planned for 1981. 
Underground drilling commenced in 

mid-November and is well advanced. 
One air driven drill and one large electric 
unit are in use; 15 holes have been 
completed to date. 

A camp has been set up with bunk 
house facilities to accommodate 20 men. 
Approximately 15 men, including dril­
lers, miners, laborers and mechanics, are 
now on site. E&B plans to hire as many 
qualified local people as possible. 

The program will be expanded in 1981 
to include Crown shaft rehabilitation, 
dewatering of the shaft and workings 
down to the 26th level, and a new 
ventilation system. An increased under­
ground drilling program will feature the 
systematic exploration of the old work­
ings. In addition, an exploration drifting 
program will commence early in the new 
year. 

Discovery followed gold 
rush 

In 1858, spurred by the fury of gold 
fever, a tidal wave of prospectors from 

A portrait of E&B Explorations 
In 1980, E&B Explorations Inc of Vancouver and Denver, invested 
more than $10 million in the exploration of base and precious metal 
propert ies in North America, making the company one of the 
largest spenders on mineral exploration in western Canada. 

E&B has a close working relationship with Sedimex 
Mineralexplorations GMBH of Frankfurt and Munich, West 
Germany, and invests capital advanced by Sedimex, and 
subsidiary Geomex Development Inc in a variety of joint venture 
projects. 

E&B identifies investment opportunities for Geomex and supplies 
management services for each project. This is done through joint 
venture agreements with mining companies and individuals where 
E&B can participate in the exploration and development of mineral 
properties by providing funding, management and mining expertise 

E&B also acts on behalf of other clients in similar joint venture 
relationships and operates projects on its own. To date E&B has 
taken working interest in 10 mineral projects including an 8.33 
per cent interest in the Bralorne mine. 

In 1980, through joint venture agreements, the company 
participated in 38 projects; seven of which were operated by E&B. 
With the exception of one project which is located in Italy, E&B's 
main areas of activity lie in North America. 1980 expenditures on 
individual projects range up to a $1.4 million investment in the 
Bralorne project. 

The company's head off ice is in Denver, Colorado and it has an 
operating off ice in Vancouver, British Columbia. 

E&B president is Henry Ewanchuk who jo ined the company in 
1980 . Ewanchuk was formerly vice-president of explorat ion for 
Bethlehem Copper Corporation of Vancouver. 

E&B Explorations Inc is an an associate company of E&B Canada 
Resources and Ferret Explorations Company Inc which are involved 
with the exploration and development of oil and gas, uranium, and 
base metal projects internationally. 
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the Fraser River and Cariboo a t into 
the Bridge River Valley near «looet. 
An estimated 10,000 fortune-seekers 
panned and sluiced their way up the 
rivers and creeks of the region during 
the winter of 1859-60. 

During the early 1860s prospectors 
packed mining equipment into the valley 
by canoe and pack horse from Lillooet, 
breaking trail along the rugged moun­
tainside and through a dense forest of 
Douglas fir. Paying quantities of gold 
were found in various locations of the 
headwater of the Bridge River and on 
Cadwallader Creek. 

In 1897 prospector Harry Atwood 
made a strike on Cadwallader Creek and 
named it after his sponsor, William 
Allen's Pioneer Hotel in Lillooet. The 
same year William Young, Nat Cough-
Ian and John William had their hard 
work and determination rewarded when 
they staked three claims — the Lome, 
Golden King and Marquis. These and 49 
others were destined to form the. 1,200 
acre holdings of Bralorne Gold Mines, 
adjoining the Pioneer. 

The richest of these was the Lome. 
The Lome changed ownership several 
times and did not commence production 
until the late 1920s when it was pur­
chased, together with neighboring proper­
ties, by the Stobie Furlong Company for 
$300,000. In 1930 - with a million dollars 

Drillers working at the eight level of 
the Bralorne mine. Underground 
diamond drilling has been in progress 
since November, 1980, to delineate 
additional ore reserves 

Visitors inspect the abandoned plant 
area at the Bralorne mine 
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of ore in sight — the company ran into 
financial difficulty and all work at Lome 
Gold Mines ground to a halt 

First brick poured 
In 1931 the property was acquired by 

the Bralco Development and Investment 
Company who merged the name of the 
syndicate with that of the mine, to form 
Bralorne. 

The following year Bralorne poured its 
first gold brick weighing 385 ounces and 
worth more than $6,700. As early as 
1943, Bralorne could boast to have paid 
nearly one-sixth of all dividends earned 
by all lode mining companies in the 
province since 1897. 
, Ore reserves in 1943 were estimated 
to be in excess of one million tons, 
averaging over one-half ounce of gold to 
the ton. Cited as the greatest lode 
operation in the world, Bralorne's value 
on the stock market was listed at more 
than ,$10 million in 1948. 

In* 1939, 250 to 300 men were em­
ployed underground at Bralorne. Hun­
dreds of miners, muckers, trammers, 
timbermen, motormen, brakemen, 
hoistmen, skiptenders, pipefitters and 
laborers worked in the maze of tunnels. 

Over a period of 40 years, from 1931 to 
1971, the Bralorne and Pioneer mines 
yielded $145 million and employed some 
10,000 miners. By 1950, the combined 
population of Bralorne's No.l and No.2 
townsites, the districts of Honeymoon 
Hollow and Cocoanut Grove, Pioneer 
and Bradian was 1,700 (530 were com­
pany employees). 

Today, the historic community of 
Bralorne is still pretty isolated in the 
wilderness of the Coast Range, where 
the snows can drift up to 30 ft in the 
winter. Jt's about 300 miles from Van­
couver via Lytton and Lillooet. The 
rock-strewn, narrow stretch from Lil­
looet hugs the mountainside and snakes 
along switch-backs that even the sea­
soned new pioneers treat with respect. 

Long-time employee 
remembers 

Vic Zaporozan, foreman at the Bra­
lorne mine, has been working in the 
mines in the Bridge River Valley since 
1943. He left his home in Vegreville in 
1942 and started at the Pioneer mine a 
year later. Vic was employed at Bralorne 
from 1958 until it closed in 1971. He 
moved back in 1973 to help open it up 
for exploration and was present when 
they sealed it off. 

"This is the second time I've opened 
the place up," says Vic. 

He remembers the frontier life as it 
was when he first arrived in the valley. 
"It was a wild place in the Forties . . . 

*,re were more miners here at Bralorne 
an at Pioneer. We had 400 miners at 

peak and about 1,000 people lived in the 
area. Pioneer had about 600 to 700 
residents. Both towns were really boom­
ing in those days. They both had their 
own schools, theatre, hospital and rec­
reation facilities." 

Six years ago, the shafts were sealed at 
Bralorne mine, once the largest gold 
producer in the province. In the four 
decades since it entered production in 
1931, the mine had produced over four 
million ounces of gold. Now, more than 
a century after prospectors first exam­
ined the gravels of Cadwallader Creek, 

life rr be restored at the mine once 
again. 

E&B Explorations together with Bra­
lorne Resources Limited (now a Cal­
gary-based energy company) have begun 
an initial rehabilitation and exploration 
program to re-evaluate the potential of 
the mine. The price of gold has increased 
more than five times since increasing 
production costs forced Bralorne to sus­
pend operations in 1971. '•£• 

This article was provided by Erik Andersen, land and 
special projects co-ordinator for E&B Explorations 
Inc. Vancouver. 

Lead The Mining Team Of 
One 01 The Largest Mining 
Projects To Be Undertaken 
In Canada In The 1980s 

This project is estimated to cost between four and five billion 
dollars and plans to be in service before the end of the decade. 
The major components to the project are a coal fired thermal 
generation plant and a massive ten million tons per annum 
open pit coal mine. Our client seeks a... 

Assistant Project 
Manager-Mine 
to take charge of the mining component of the project. 
Selection and management of a contractor and directing and 
coordinating the mine operator in the design, construction, 
development and operation of the mine, will be your key 
responsibility. 

Articulate, tenacious and a decision-maker, you have expe­
rience as a senior operations manager, a senior project 
manager or a senior mining consultant. You are a mining 
expert and have worked on large open pit mining projects in 
North America. 

The challenge, excitement and scope of this project are 
difficult to match. The compensation and contract conditions 
are excellent and the location is Vancouver. Call or write to us 
immediately about Project 139. 

Toronto: (416) 920-7702. 50 Prince Arthur Ave. M5R 1B5 
Montreal: (514) 849-5357. 1115 Sherbrooke St. W. H3A 1H3 
Calgary: (403) 265-8780. 700-4th Ave. S.W. T2P 3J4 
Vancouver (604) 669-3550. 999 W. Hastings St. V6C 2W2 
Houston: (713) 757-1958. Two Houston Center, Texas 77010 
England: (01) 834-7966. 24 Buckingham Gate, London SW1 

The Caldwell Partners 
Uniting outstanding executives 
with exceptional companies... 
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