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tyC CARTER, Ph.D., P.Eng. 

Consulting Geologist 1410 Wende Road 
Victoria, B.C. V8P 3T5 

(604) 477-0419 

June 1,1987 

Mr. R.T. Heard, P.Eng. 
General Manager - Exploration 
Equity S i l v e r Mines Limited 
708 - 1155 West Pender Street 
Vancouver,B.C. 
V6E 2P4 

Dear Mr. Heard: 

Re: F i e l d Examinations of John Carson Properties 
Grand Forks - Rock Creek Areas,B.C. 

The writer spent May 24 and 25 with John Carson examining two 
properties of which he i s a co-owner and/or vendor. Details are 
as follows: 

Burnt Basin 

Summary and Recommendations 

Skarn zones with massive and disseminated s u l f i d e pods and 
lenses i n the central part of the Burnt Basin property are 
i r r e g u l a r i n form and apparently of li m i t e d extent. These zones 
contain f a i r l e a d - z i n c - s i l v e r mineralization; gold values are 
generally less than 0.05 opt with some grabs assaying more than 
0.30 opt. One known zone i s central to anomalous gold values i n 
s o i l s . 

Narrow quartz veins on the Motherlode claim, while containing 
l o c a l l y good values of more than 1 opt, are considered to be of 
no i n t e r e s t . 

Platinum values have been reported from the Burnt Basin property 
and i t i s recognized that basic Coryell dykes have some pote n t i a l 
for PGM's. 

No surface showings were examined on the recently acquired 
Molly Gibson property immediately south of Burnt Basin. Dump 
material from three adits and one shaft consists of s i l i c i f i e d 
hornfels and skarn with disseminated to streaky s u l f i d e s with 
some reported good gold values. F i l e s i n Carson's Vancouver o f f i c e 
(not yet reviewed) may shed more l i g h t on the potential of t h i s 
property. 

I t i s recommended that an analysis of the 19 87 West Rim 
Resources surveys (in progress) be carried out when avail a b l e . 
The property i s considered to be of moderate i n t e r e s t . 
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Property and Location 

Burnt Basin consists of 15 reverted Crown grants and 2 
Modified Grid claims (36 units) 8 miles northeast of Ch r i s t i n a 
Lake. Access i s by 4 wheel drive roads west o f f highway 3 just 
south of the bridge across McRae Creek. Elevations range from 
3500 f t . on the highway to more than 5000 f t . 

Ownership 

The claims are currently under option to West Rim Resources 
Inc. who are currently conducting a recommended $90,000 Phase I 
program and who may be interested i n a j o i n t venture partner i n 
the near future. 

The deal with the vendor (Carson) c a l l s for payments of 
up to $250,000 by 1998 with a 3.5% NSR to a maximum of $750,000. 

Carson has recently acquired the Molly Gibson property to 
the south and has offered i t to West Rim - i t i s important to 
note that t h i s i s the f i r s t time the entire Burnt Basin camp 
has been a single e n t i t y . 

Previous Work 

Claims were o r i g i n a l l y located at Burnt Basin i n the lat e 1800's. 
Early work included surface and underground work and some shipments 
to T r a i l . Various operators have car r i e d out geophysical and 
geochemical surveys, trenching and l i m i t e d d r i l l i n g over the past 
20 years and some shipments were made to T r a i l and nearby m i l l s . 

Total recorded production from the reverted Crown grants 
i s 5410 tons (mainly from the Eva B e l l claim) with recovered 
grades of 0.006 opt Au, 2.73 opt Ag, 3.9% Pb and 5.2% Zn. Roughly 
40% of t h i s production was achieved by Donna Mines and A l v i j a Mines 
between 1972 and 1976. Some 310 tons (hand picked?) were shipped 
from the Molly Gibson between 1909 and 1940. Average recovered 
grades were reportedly 1.07 opt Au and 0.45 opt Ag. 

Geological Setting and Mineralization 

Burnt Basin i s within a northeast trending b e l t of deformed 
la t e Paleozoic sediments and volcanics bounded on the north and 
south by Mesozoic g r a n i t i c rocks and T e r t i a r y Coryell intrusions 
respectively. The layered rocks are intruded by dykes and s i l l s 
of basic, quartz-deficient Coryell intrusions. Contact zones 
feature s k a r n i f i e d carbonate r i c h rocks and s i l i c e o u s hornfels. 

Two styles of mineralization on the property include quartz-
s u l f i d e veins and contact or skarn zones. Best example of the 
former i s on the Motherlode claim where two directions of narrow 

N.C. CARTER. Ph.D., P.Eng. 

CONSULTING GEOLOGIST 



-3-

(less than 2 f t . ) quartz v e i n s are exposed. While l o c a l l y c a r r y ­
in g gold values i n excess of 1 opt, a recent 1500 f t . d r i l l i n g 
program by West Rim y i e l d e d d i s a p p o i n t i n g r e s u l t s . 

Massive s u l f i d e pods w i t h f a i r l e a d - z i n c - s i l v e r values and 
low gold (l e s s than 0.05 opt) are contained i n skarn zones on the 
Eva B e l l and H a l i f a x claims. A s m a l l massive s u l f i d e pod on the 
Upper Eva B e l l zone has y i e l d e d grab samples assaying up to 
0.33 opt gold and an anomalous gold zone i n s o i l s i s c o i n c i d e n t 
with t h i s exposure. 

Platinum values have been reported from var i o u s parts of the 
property - most of these are unsubstantiated by more d e t a i l e d 
work. Basic C o r y e l l dykes and s i l l s on the Motherlode c l a i m 
r e p o r t e d l y c o n t a i n v i s i b l e gold and some platinum. N i c k e l values 
are present i n skarn zones w i t h massive s u l f i d e s marginal to 
s i m i l a r dykes on the Eva B e l l . 

I t i s worth noting that the Longreach-Placer Platinum Blonde 
prospect i n the F r a n k l i n Camp i s ass o c i a t e d w i t h s i m i l a r type 
i n t r u s i o n s . 

A few character samples of both the b a s i c dykes and massive 
s u l f i d e s were c o l l e c t e d by the w r i t e r as f o l l o w s : 
1 1 ^ - Upper Eva B e l l ^ ^ & £t6rf * 

Syenite Dyke ^ 7 z,f / 
• Upper Eva B e l l 
Massive s u l f i d e s ~31&&t? /^&&& 

• H a l i f a x ^ — / 2_ 
f i n e grained grey dyke 

• Hastings c l a i m , , „ 
dyke ^ / S " ' •' 

Three a d i t l e v e l s and one sh a f t w i t h extensive dumps were seen 
on the M o l l y Gibson property. Most rock was s i l i c i f i e d h o r n f e l s 
w i t h dieeminated to streaky s u l f i d e s - p y r r h o t i t e and minor chalco-
p y r i t e - C o r y e l l porphyry dyke m a t e r i a l was a l s o noted. 

Two samples of dump m a t e r i a l were c o l l e c t e d as f o l l o w s : 
1185$ - Upper a d i t dump £y ^(2> 

11856 - Shaft dump 7 £ ? 

Dayton Property - Rock Creek 
The Dayton property of 21 f u l l and f r a c t i o n a l 2-post claims 

and 2 M o d i f i e d G r i d claims (18 u n i t s ) i s centred on J o l l y Creek 
and extends 3 miles north of highway 3 2.5 miles northeast of 
B r i d e s v i l l e . 
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These lode claims cover an area of numerous p l a c e r leases 
which have been worked with l i m i t e d success f o r many years. 
The claims are 4 miles southeast of Camp McKinney and o r i g i n a l 
work on the Dayton c l a i m was d i r e c t e d to gold m i n e r a l i z a t i o n 
i n shear zones ( c a l l e d Dykes by o r i g i n a l workers). 

The present area of i n t e r e s t i s 2 m i l e s north of highway 3 
and i s exposed on the edge of current p l a c e r workings. This i s 
a r u s t y shear zone or r e g o l i t h i n l a t e P a l e o z o i c A n a r c h i s t Group 
rocks immediately below P l e i s t o c e n e g r a v e l s . Trend of the zone 
i s not w e l l exposed - i t may be 10-15 f t . wide, and gold has 
been panned from samples. 

I f t h i s i s a shear zone, i t may have simply acted as a trap 
f o r p l a c e r gold. I f a r e g o l i t h , ownership may be i n doubt 
v i s - a - v i s the p l a c e r l e a s e s . 

In any event, the zone appears to be discontinuous and 
p r o x i m i t y to p l a c e r workings renders serious future work 
i m p r a c t i c a l . 

One grab sample was c o l l e c t e d : 

O v e r l y i n g T e r t i a r y conglomerates and sandstones may have 
p o t e n t i a l f o r f o s s i l p l a c e r deposits but t h i s must be considered 
a long shot bet a t best. 

11857 -

N.C. Carter 
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Fossil P i a c e r e 

I n some parts of the w o r l d ancient deposits of a l l u v i a l m a t e r i a l have 
been buried by over ly ing s t rata and become consolidated to f o rm beds of 
sandstone or conglomerate. A n y precious meta l content of the o r i g ina l 
deposit remains incorporated in the so l id rock . Such deposits m a y be 
referred to as fossil piacers. T h e bes: k n o w n example of th i s t y p e of 
occurrence of p l a t i n u m metais is i n the great gold deposits of the W h V 
watersrand , T r a n v a a l (Wagner , 1929. C h a p t e r V ) . The p r i n c i p a l p r o ­
duct ion is der ived f rom the M a i n Ree f L e a d e r conglomerate on the F a r 
E a s t R a n d , but notable amounts are also recovered f rom the B a t t e n " Ree f 
on the "West R a n d and the metais are k n o w n i n other conglomerates. T h e 

o s m i r i d i u m " tha t is saved as a b y - p r o d u c t d u r i n g gold extract ion is 
a c t u a l l y a concentrate conta in ing 50 to 75 per cent o smir id ium (or i r i d o s -
m i n e i and also some p l a t i n u m , r u t h e n i u m , r h o d i u m , and gold. T h e p r o ­
duct ion of 5,000 or 6,000 ounces per a n n u m i n recent years gives South 
A f r i c a first place as producer of o s m i r i d i u m . T h e d i s t r ibut i on of the 
p l a t i n u m metals in the conglomerate corresponds to tha t of the gold and , 
as w i t h the la t ter , values are highest, where the pebbles of the conglomerate 
are r e l a t i v e l y large. A l t h o u g h there has been renewed discussion i n recent 
years , i t seems to be the consensus of op in ion , p a r t i c u l a r l y among South 
A f r i c a n geologists, tha t a l l the precious meta ls were deposited at the same 
t ime as the conglomerate. U n l i k e the gold, however, the " o s m i r i d i u m " 
d i d not undergo solut ion and r e c r y s t a l l i z a t i o n ; the fragments e x h i b i t a l l 
gradat ions f rom wel l -preserved crysta ls to completely w a t e r - w o r n grains. 
T h e proport ion of p l a t i n u m metals i n the conglomerate, i t should be noted, 
is v e r y , very s m a l l . I n 1924. 1 ounce was obta ined , at different mines , 
f r o m about 1,200 to over 9.000 tons of tha t rock that passed through the 
m i l l s : the average recovery, however, is p r o b a b l y less t h a n 50 per cent. 

The presence of p l a t i n u m in T e r t i a r y conglomerate in C o l o m b i a has 
a lready been noted. T h e p l a t i n u m of cer ta in streams in the "Urals is be­
l ieved to be derived f rom P e r m o - C a r b a n i f e r o u s conglomerates t h a t contain 
pebbles of basic igneous rock (Sec C h a p t e r I V , page 121). P la t in i f e rous 
and auriferous T e r t i a r y conglomerate is k n o w n in A l a s k a (See C h a p t e r I V , 
page 1401. C e r t a i n p lat ini ferous greywackes near W e s t p h a l i a , G e r m a n y , 
perhaps also should be classed as fossil placers (Chapter I V , page 114) . 

E L U V I A L D E P O S I T S 

I n some places i n the U r a l s and in T r a n s v a a l , weather ing of the out ­
crops of p lat ini ferous duni te bodies has produced considerable surface 
accumulat ions of e luv ium or rubble t h a t is i tsel f p lat in i ferous . T h i s loose, 
p a r t l y decomposed m a t e r i a l covers the o r i g i n a l outcrop or lies on the slopes 
ad jo in ing i t . T h e nat ive p l a t i n u m of t h e or ig ina l deposit is p a r t l y or 
largely set free dur ing the weather ing process and forms crysta ls , i rregular 
grains , or nuggets i n the surface rubb le , and can generally be panned 
easi ly . T h e largest deposit i n T r a n s v a a l covered the slopes below the 
or ig inal outcrop of dunite on a k n o l l at O n v e r w a c h t mine and the p l a t i n u m 
values were sufficiently high to j u s t i f y passing a l l the mater ia l through the 
t reatment p lant . Ir idosmine is somewhat s i m i l a r l y concentrated a t certain 
places in T a s m a n i a . 
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PHONE:(604)980-5814 OR (604)988-4524 TELEX:VIA USA 7601067 UC 

Companys EQUITY SILVER MINES Fi1e:7-486/P1 
P r o j e c t : Date:JUNE 1/87 
Attention:MR.R.T.HEARD Type:ROCK GEOCHEM 

Me hereby c e r t i f y the f o l l o w i n g result© f o r samples submitted. 

Sample PB ZN AG AU-FIRE PD-FIRE PT-FIRE 
Number PPM PPM PPM PPB PPB PPB 

11851 57 95 2.9 1 
11852 36000 120000 560. 0 900 
11853 1.7 2 2 12 
11854 130 180 2.0 8 
11855 "TO 67 5.2 20000 

11856 27 70 2.6 895 
11857 560 

*S0ME OF THESE SAMPLES SHOULD HAVE BEEN REQUESTED FOR ASSAY. 

Certified by 

MIN-EN 
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tie hereby c e r t i f y the -following r e s u l t s -for samples submitted. 

Sample PB ZN AG AU-FIRE PD-FIRE PT-FIRE 
Number PPM PPM PPM PPB PPB PPB 

11851 57 95 2.9 1 
11852 36000 120000 560.0 900 
11853 1.7 2 2 12 
11854 130 180 2.0 8 
11855 32 67 5.2 20000 

11856 27 70 2.6 895 
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•SOME OF THESE SAMPLES SHOULD HAVE BEEN REQUESTED FOR ASSAY. 
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