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Analysis, said Ablett last
week, showed significant cop-
per levels, along with an
association with gold.

“We have no idea what we've
really got,”" said Northair Mines
vice-president Fred Hewett last
week. ““All we know is we've
got a highly productive copper
beit with a gold association.”

But he cautions that it will be
at least two years -before his
company will be able to deter-
mine whether the discovery
could possibly lead 10 a mine.

Notthair Mines has also
taken options on Iwo other
claims surrounding Ablett’s
claim, one held by Charlie
Graham of Merritt, and the

Mining
regulated

The process of determin-
ing whether there is potential
for a mine in British Colum-
bia is a lengthy and highly
regulated process, says Dr.
Vic Preto, manager of
district geology for ‘the
Ministry of Energy, Mines
and Petroleum Resources.

Before any disturbance of
the land can take place, such
as trenching or drilling, the
mining company has to ob-
tain the Tequired permits
from the ministry.

“other by Bill Grayson of Van-

couver, for a total of more than
5,000 acres,

The company will now pro-
ceed with a program of gridding
the area - all crown land except
for a small portion on which the
Douglas Lake Cattle Company
has grazing rights - then con-
ducting magnetometer surveys,
induced polarity surveys and

geochemical surveys to deter-

mine the extent, depth and
quality of the deposilts.

Should the results of these
tests warranl it, the company
would then proceed wilh dia-
mond drilling to exactly

measure the extent and grade of

the deposits.

‘Dr. Vic Preto, manaaer of
district geology for the Ministry
ol Energy, Mines and Mineral

JResources, describes the Aspen

Grove property as a ‘‘raw pro-
spect’’ at the present, since no
significant drilling has yet been
done. ._

In 1979 Dr. Preto himselfl
completed a description of the
geology of the area between
Nicola and Princeton. In his
report, titled Bulletin 69, Dr.
Preto described the Aspen
Grove area, called Big Kid, as a

breccia pipe representing an in-~

trusive hydrothermal system of
volcanic origin.

His report on B:g ‘Kid con-
cluded, “‘Regardless of the lack
of success of past exploration
efforts,
must therefore be rated as one
of the most important propects
in the Aspen Grove Camp and

-option

"he says,

the Big Kid prospect-

must still be considered as nav-
ing considerable cconomic
potential.”’

Ablett said last week ihat the
potential of the site may never
have come to light if the
Okanagan Connector had, nol
been built, because it was dur-
ing that building that the rock
formations were exposed 1o a
greater depth than before.

In announcing ity option
North-uir Mines ‘'re orted
sampling has shown gold vaiues

" as high as 1.02 ozs. gold per ton

in grab samples irnm the
discox'cry showing, along with
copper values ranging from .77
Lo 3.86 per cent.

It’s still just a dream but
we’re close 10 knowing what we
have,"" says Ablett.

And while Dr. Prevo stresses
caution, he says the fact that
Northair Mines has taken an
on the claims, which
commits Northair to spending
$2 million, is a positive sign.

1 would like to see @ mine
there as much as anybody else,”
but lots of dollars ’
have to be spent, lots of work
has to be done, and lats of luck
has to be gotien," ‘before
anyone can even think about a
mine. . :

““The whole process of
proving-up a mine can take 10
years or more,” he stresses.

Dr. Prevo explains ‘that even
if diamond drilling produces
positive results, there would still
have 10 be :many tests and
studies made 10 determine the
practical and economic
feasibility of a mine, - -
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