


^Legless War Hero In 
Battle of Britain air hero Douglas v£adef has 

become involved iri a legal dispute over British Colum­
bia mining claims. 
The legless RAF ace, now a 

52-year-old oil company execu­
tive in London,. is a member 
of a syndicate involved in an 
.ownership dispute over north­
ern B.C. asbestos claims! 

The group filed a writ to 
B.C. Supreme Court Thursday 
seeking first rights fo 18 
. claims in the Cassiar district. 
Named defendants in the 

action are prospector Felix 
Letain, Conwest Exploration 
Company, Cassiar, Asbestos 
Corporation, Kutchp Creek 
Asbestos Company and Nicolet 
Asbestos Mines. 
: Ownership of the asbestos 
properties discovered by Letain 
had been the subject of law­
suits in B.C. courts for years. 
But the Court of : Appeal re­

cently settled the issue, tak­
ing the $3 million claims from 
Conwest Exploration and 
placing them back in Letain's 
hands. 
LONG BATTLE 
For Letain, a 66-y ear-old 

prospector who has walked 
over B.C. bushland for three 
decades in search of minerals, 

the court decision was, a per­
sonal victory in a long and in­
volved legal .battle. 
Then last month, the B.C. 

Supreme Court made an order 
to Nicolet Asbestos to protect 
that company'* right to buy 
Letain's properties under an. 

DOUGLAS BADER 
... in legal fight 

option agreement. 
That's where the matter* 

stood until Bader's group, en­
tered the picture Thursday. 
His syndicate, which also 

includes three Greater Vancou­
ver men, claims to have a 
prior option on Letain's prop­
erties, giving Nicdlet only 
second rights. 
Bader and his partners, Rob­

ert Dolphin, of 1351 West 
Eighth, . Charles M. Munrp, of 
1272 Cbraox, and Albert Wil­
liam Taylor, of 1032 Arlington, 
North Vancouver, Want court 
judgment confirming their 
priority. 
SETTLEMENT POSSIBLE 
, Vancouver lawyer C. CI L 
Merritt, VC, QC, named in the? 
writ as trustee for the syndi* 
cater told The Sun a settle^ 
ment could be reached before 
the suit goes to trial 
The writ was filed at this 

time to preserve the syndi­
cate's right id "court action 
under a limitations, law, h i 
said. 
^Bader wash-last In Vancouver 

iii 1959 when he was studying 
a helicopter company's bustt 
flying techniques. | 
The legless fry won; MBd$ 

acclaim during the last war? 
for shooting down 22 ijfazt 
o I a n e*' VANCOUVER SUN 
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ItTCbURT BATTLE 

Lone Prospector Nearer to Goal 
Felix Letain, 66-year-old prospector, has moved a 

short step closer to cashing in on his asbestos claims, 
worth an estimated $3 million. 

A caveat was granted by 
Mr. Justice Lord last week to 
Nicolet Asbestos Mines Ltd., 
to protect that company's 
right to buy Letain's much¬
. disputed claims In the Cassiar 
district. 

The property was returned 
to Letain recently by the Ap­
peal Court of B.C., reversing 
an order of the B.C. Supreme 
Court last December which 
gave the claims to Conwest 
Exploration Co., Ltd. The ac­

tion followed Letain's suit 
against Conwest when he was 
granted permission by the Su­
preme Court of Canada to sue 
for return of the disputed 
claims. 
LONG DISPUTE 
The dispute hinged on the 

date Conwest incorporated a 
subsidiary to develop the as­
bestos property near King 
Mountain, about 50 miles east 
of Dease Lake in northern 
B.C. 

FELIX LETAIN 
,. . nearer to goal 

STOP ORDER 
• On his argument a stop 
order was granted by Mr. 
Justice Lord to'prohibit any 
dealings with, or registration 
of the claims until the caveat 
is withdrawn or lifted by 
court order. 
The claims are now regis­

tered by Kutcho Creek Asbes­
tos Co. Ltd., a defendant with 
Conwest and Cassiar Asbestos 
Corp. Ltd., in the previous 
action. Conwest and Cassiar 
are closely linked by finan­
cially and by an inter-locking 
directorate. 
Only officers of Nicolet 

named here were E. L. Dea­
con, vice-president and treas­
urer and Frank Mancuso, 
secretary, both of Florham 
Park, New Jersey. Registered 
office is at 470 Granville. 
"THE VANCOUVER SUN: 

Letain, a lone prospector 
who has spent three decades 
searching for minerals, has 
pursued his demands through 
a succession of court actions. 
Last week in B, C. Supreme 

Court Letain's counsel, John 
Lakes, said a number of min­
ing firms have been trying to 
buy the disputed claims. His 
application for a caveat was 
sought to protect a prior 
agreement between Letain and 
Nicolet. „ 
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Subject. 

K E R R - A D D I S O N G O L D M I N E S L I M I T L 
( F O R I N T E R - O F F I C E U S E O N L Y ) 

.AU.;fc..llX»i« From. 

.L?.tFi.ia.^Si?ff.S.tQS Date February.13,...13 & 

VSR 
ii.'j.u. 

Cilfa 

R.D.S. 
B.c.a 
G.P.R. 
E.L.D. 
J 
E.C.J. 

7 

Mr. Connell advi sed me t h i s noon that Cassiar Asbestos 

had won i t s a c t i o n against L e t a i n In the B. C. court some three 

weeks ago. He described the d e c i s i o n as being a "hands down" 

one i n favour of the company. The scene now moves to the 

B. C. Court of Appeal. 

Paul M. Kavanagh 
PMK:ry Chief Geologist - E x p l o r a t i o n 



Telecommunications 

V A 2 4 5 y ) K b ] SEP 5 ••- p | 4 45 

V L L A 3 3 3 1 3 » F D V A N C O U V E R \ B C 5 1 2 5 P » 

K E R R - A D D I S O N G O L D M I N E S L T D ^ 

A T T N P K A V A N A G H S T E / I S O O 4 4 K I N G S T W E S T T O R = 

H O S T R I N G S M E R E T Q / L E T A H ^ E X A M I N A T I O N B U T L E T A I N 

T E M P O R A R I L Y I N C O M M U N f C O A D O A T LOWER P O S T OR V I C I N I T Y * * 

W I L L I A M S I R O L A = = s 

"3U iSt 

L E T A I N INCOMMUN I C O A D O 

TILL. 
TO 
C A M S t r . F T 

AtXfMi'U 
F'lLE^™,. MAiL .. 

J. R. White, general manager, Toronto 6122 



REC'b AUG 2 5 1961 K E R R - A D D I S O N G O L D M I N E S L I M I T E D 
( F O R i N T E R - O F F I C E U S E O N L Y ) 

To fi*..f!U..MV.AMSH From .VJ.ULIAM.M,..SJROLA 

Subject JUCT.AIN..A§Bfi5Jfl5..£RQf!EI?IX Date August 23rdxj 

A 

Regarding our forthcoming t r i p into t h i s 
property, I should advise that Noranda i s s t i l l toying 
with the idea of paying Letain the sum of $20,000.00 
to hold the property u n t i l the l e g a l problem has been 
resolved. 

Apparently, one of the s t i p u l a t i o n s i n 
t h i s Agreement i s that a representative of the Bader-
Munra Syndicate, a man by the name of Dolphin, should 
accompany us to the Letain property when we go. I have 
not, of course, agreed to t h i s and f e l t that you should 
be informed before making any plans i n t h i s d i r e c t i o n . 
Presumably Noranda would pay 50% of the cost of having 
Dolphin accompany us, but the Toronto O f f i c e of Noranda 
has not as yet approved of the whole proceeding. I f 
you can c l a r i f y t h i s matter before you leave i t would 
be very h e l p f u l . At t h i s moment I have not the 
s l i g h t e s t idea as to whether or not Kerr-Addison i s 
interested i n any aspect of t h i s deal. 

W.S.R. 
P.M.K. 
G.H.M. 
E.O.C. 

R.D.S. 

N 

Y 

G.P.R. 
E.L.O. 
J.I p 

it 
WILLIAM M. SIR0LA. 

WMS:rl 
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K E R R - A D D I S O N G O L D M I N E S L I M I T L O 
{ F O R I N T E R - O F F I C E U S E O N L Y ) 

To 

Subject. 

From WILLIM..M.t..SIRQLA 

A 

LETAIN.. ASBESTOS ...Date July.. 26th,,. 1961,, 

There i s only one copy of the recent Government 
Release on t h i s property and i t cannot be removed from the 
Mining Recorder's O f f i c e here. However, I have made notes on 
the pertinent data and these are as follows: 

W.S.R. 
P.M.K. 
G.H.M. 
E.O.C. 
HAP.' 
R.D.S. 
B.C.fJ. 

N 

D. W.P 
G.P.R 
E. L.D. 
UB._ _ 

LOCATION: 

Latitude 58° North and Longitude 128° West, 15 
miles East of South end of Dease Lake, 

SIZE of PROPERTY: 

2B Crown Grants 

ACCESS: 

By f l o a t 'plane to Letain Lake 

GEOLOGY: 

There i s abundant f i b r e i n an area 1200' by 
200* - 400', The f i b r e varies from microscopic to 1-J"". 
Most of the f i b r e i s i n - widths and some of the 
f i b r e contains partings of magnetite or serpentine. The 
f i b r e occurs i n an u l t r a - b a s i c rock l - 7 ^ miles i n area. 
The rock has been altere d to a l i g h t green serpentine 
which weathers grey i n the fibre-bearing areas. Serpen­
t i n e without f i b r e i s generally darker green and weathers 
brown* 

The Report gives two estimates of f i b r e content. 
In one 10' exposure 7.1% of f i b r e was found. In another 
7' exposure 9,6% f i b r e was found. 



K E R R - A D D I S O N G O L D M I N E S L I M I T L O 
( F O R I N T E R - O F F I C E U S E O N L Y ) 

To t&JkS&SSS From WiÛ M..M.,...5.j;RQUA 

Subject Date ^.Mtht..l%X. 

_2-

TONNAGE: 

Assuming that a l l the rock i n the f i b r e area i s 
mineable to a depth of 300', the tonnage content therein 
would be: 

1200 x 300 x 300 
- 9,000,000 Tons. 

12 

WILLIAM M. SIROLA 

Enc, Sketch Map showing lo c a t i o n and extent of f i b r e . 

WMS:rl 
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K E R R - A D D I S O N G O L D M I N E S L I M I T E D 
( F O R I N T E R - O F F I C E U S E O N L Y ) 

/ 
To 8.t..Hf...!JM». .From PA..M»...KAv.ana£h. 

Subject. L e t a i n . Asbestos.. Property Date..Jy\y...Z&.>...)${t\ 

My Intention is to examine t h i s property w i t h you 
before the end of t h i s f i e l d season. During the same t r i p I 
would hope that we would be able t o v i s i t w ith Kulan. 

Please Inform both L e t a i n and Brynelson of my plans 
re. the L e t a i n . 

Paul Mi Kavanagh, 
Chief G e o l o g i s t - E x p l o r a t i o n 



K E R R - A D D I S O N G O L D M I N E S L I M I T E D 
44 KING STREET WEST 

T O R O N T O 1, O N T A R I O 

ILp 

W. M. S i r o l a 

L e t a i n Asbestos 

P. M. Kavanagh 

J u l y 24, 1961 

Please send me a copy of the recent Government informa­

t i o n r e l e a s e on t h i s property. Thank you f o r your recent memoran 

dum re. the present s t a t e of the l e g a l a c t i o n . 

A N 
W.S.R. 
P.M.K. • 
G.H.M. 
For — — HAP. 
p -i ? 

.— 
l\. J.o. 
B.C.3. 
D.W.P. 
G.P.R. 
t.L.D. 

< 
) 

Paul M. Kavanagh, 
Chief Geologist - E x p l o r a t i o n 

PMK:id 
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To 

Subject. 

K E R R - A D D I S O N G O L D M I N E S L I M I T L - U ) 
( F O R I N T E R - O F F I C E U S E O N L Y ) /£ * V ^ e - i c 

.PA..M,..My.ANAGH.... ...From.... ...MM:ll& ft*. &R0LA 

.LEJAJK.. ASBESTOS... ...Date ^M?:}(..^lt...}:?.§.h 

I c a l l e d Letain's Lawyer t h i s afternoon 

and he advised that the Letain t r i a l w i l l take place 

sometime i n November, but of course the whole problem 

could go to a Higher Court a f t e r that. 

A N 
W.S.R. 1/ 
P.M.K. 1 
G.H.M. 
P O P — — t.iJ.'u. 
HAP. — RO.S. 
1 E.J.B. 
m,P. 
G.P.R. 
E.LD. 

As f a r as I know, therefore, there i s no 

urgency about examining the property. 

It. 

WILLIAM M. SIROLA 

WMS:rl 



K E R R - A D D I S O N G O L D M I N E S L I M I T E D 
( F O R I N T E R - O F F I C E U S E O N L Y ) 

To Pf..MA..KA.VA.N.ftGH }}rom MljykJ.AM;H.v.§.{.̂ yi 

Subject.... LEZA.L&1.. A5 BES.TD5. Date My..X$,%b.*...l9& 

(TjW.S.R.V / 

Gftisn 
E.C.C. 
MM 
R.O.S. 
B.C.B. 

i G.P.R. 
E.L.D. 
J.I.B. 
E.C.J. 

I attended a meeting i n the Noranda Offices on 
July 11th regarding examination of the Letain property. 
Present at the meeting was a man by the name of Munroe, who 
professes to have an option on t h i s property through having 
advanced funds to Letain several years' ago. 

At the time of the meeting both Brynelson &. 
Menzies thought that they would be going to v i s i t the 
property with Archie B e l l , but I 'phoned Brynelson yesterday 
from Williams Lake and he advised me that they would leave 
the examination of the property to Kerr-Addison, and would 
be guided by our impressions thereon. I think they would 
probably l i k e to have you v i s i t the property personally i n 
view of your experience with asbestos. 

I believe Letain i s now at Watson Lake, and that 
there i s a helicopter a v a i l a b l e at Daase. 

Munroe said that an examination of the property 
had been done by a Department of Mines engineer, and that the 
engineer had estimated 70 to 80 m i l l i o n tons of 12% f i b r e . I 
c a l l e d Hartley Seargent i n V i c t o r i a today and he sa i d that the 
Report would be av a i l a b l e at the Mines Department O f f i c e here 
i n Vancouver tomorrow. 

I do not know the status of the l i t i g a t i o n at the 
moment, but believe the r u l i n g w i l l be sometime i n September. 
Presumably, the f i r s t r e f u s a l of which Brynelson speaks arises 
from the fact that Munroe contacted Noranda sometime ago. I 
do not know anything of Munroe except that he has promoted several 
properties i n B.C. before. 

U WILLIAM M. 5IR0LA. 

P.S. Brynelson advises that i f Letain wins his case, and 
assuming that we could come to terms with him, he i s 
i n favour of a 50-50 p a r t i c i p a t i o n with Kerr-Addison. 

WM5:rl 
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K E R R - A D D I S O N G O L D M I N E S L I M I T E D /&¥/X* 
( F O R I N T E R - O F F I C E U S E O N L Y ) 

To .!?.:. From 

Subject. . "r .̂?^ A f?. ..̂ 5 . J?.r.<>e5?.r̂ y Dae J.<muary..5*...U.6JL. 

While speaking over the phone t o Joe Rankin yesterday - Joe was 
e x p l o r a t i o n manager f o r Conwest at the time of the L e t a i n agreement -
I asked him If The Northern Miner had reported the s i t u a t i o n a c c u r a t e l y . 
He s a i d no, that i n f a c t a l l the Supreme Court had ru l e d was that L e t a i n 
had grounds f o r a l e g a l a c t i o n against Conwest. Apparently the B. C. 
Court and the B. C. Court of Appeal had p r e v i o u s l y r u l e d that L e t a i n 
d i d not have s u f f i c i e n t grounds f o r an a c t i o n . 

I respect Rankin's information very much, and th e r e f o 
consider t h a t the present s i t u a t i o n Is simply t h i s : L e t a i n ' 
w i l l now be t r i e d before the B. C. Court j u s t as he hoped i t 
be. 

and t h e r e f o r e I 
s a c t i o n 
would 

The point L e t a i n i s making according t o Rankin, i s that although 
the date of the L e t t e r s Patent s a t i s f i e d the date requirement i n the 
agreement, the new Company d i d not act c o r p o r a t e l y before the date i n 
question, and t h e r e f o r e the new Company was not l e g a l l y completely 
formed before the c r i t i c a l date. 

A Mi 

W.3.R. t 
P.M.K. 
G.H.M. 
E.O.C. 
HAP. 
R.D.S. 
B.C.B. 
D.W.P. 
G.P.R. 
E.L.D. 

ray. 

Paul M. Kavanagh 
PMK:ry Chief Geologist - E x p l o r a t i o n . 
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W...M.. -SiraLa From P....*.. ..Kavanagh 

Leta in. Asbestos..Er.oper.ty Date January. 3,...1961 

T h i s memorandum i s prompted by your telegram of January 2nd 
on t h i s subject. 

I do not have any report on the L e t a i n property. As Chief 
G e o l o g i s t w i t h Asbestos Corporation L i m i t e d 1 paid a b r i e f v i s i t t o 
the prospect i n June 1956 s h o r t l y a f t e r Conwest had e s t a b l i s h e d a 
small crew on i t f o r a trenching and mapping programme. I was not 
o v e r l y i m p r e s s e d ^ p a r t i c u l a r l y as I thought that the asbestos was 
too d i r e c t l y r e l a t e d t o small d u n i t i c bodies i n the s e r p e n t i n i z e d p e r i -
d o t i t e c o n t a i n i n g the asbestos. However, A l Storey who d i r e c t e d the 
Conwest work t o l d me i n the f a l l of 1956 that the work had enhanced 
the prospect. I t h i n k that Conwest or Cassiar a l s o d i d some work on the 
prospect i n 1957* I dm q u i t e sure that of the three asbestos prospects 
which Conwest turned over t o Ca s s i a r Asbestos i n 1957 i a . the C l i n t o n 
Creek and Caley near Dawson C i t y , and the L e t a i n , the L e t a i n was con­
sidered by everyone concerned t o be the l e a s t impressive. 

It would be q u i t e something t o get hold of an economic asbestos 
deposit i n western Canada, and re the present s i t u a t i o n , I consider the 
L e t a i n prospect w e l l worth an examination p r i n c i p a l l y t o determine the 
r e s u l t s of the 1956 and 1957 work on i t . I would much p r e f e r t o examine 
the prospect no sooner than June 1st before d e c i d i n g on the terms of a 
deal. I don't consider than any lar g e cash payment t o L e t a i n p r i o r t o 
an examination i n order t o reserve the r i g h t of f i r s t r e f u s a l i s j u s t i f i e d , 
and I would much p r e f e r not t o have t o make such a payment i f at a l l 
p o s s i b l e . 

Please l e t me know your impressions of the s i t u a t i o n as i t 
pr e s e n t l y e x i s t s . 

A 
~ W.3.R. 

"P.M.K. 
G.H.M. 

j E.o.c. 

.HAP; 
! R.D.3. 
I B.C.B. 
'D.W.P. 
G.P.R. 
E.LD. 
JIB. 

/ E.CJ. 

N 
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PMK:ry 
Paul M. Kavanagh 
Chief Geologist - E x p l o r a t i o n 

http://Er.oper.ty
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C I T Y Toronto 1,- Ontario 

TOLLS 

W.S.R. 
P.M.K. 

N 
A 
2 Send the following message, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to 

W. M. S i r o l a 
1766 Ottawa Place 
West- Vancouver, B. C. 

Re L e t a i n asbestos two thin g s I have heard which may not be correct 
f i r s t that L e t a i n i s asking f o r a m i l l i o n d o l l a r deal and secondly from Pau 
Hammond of Conwest that the Northern Minerfc report on the s i t u a t i o n was not 
co r r e c t stop s t i l l consider you should contact L e t a i n stop regards 

r% M. Kavanagh 

G.H.M. 
L0.C 
HAP. 
j R.D.S. 
I B.C.B. 

G.P.R. 
E.L.D. 
jxa 
.C.J. 

PHONED o 
1 



K E R R - A D D I S O N G O L D M I N E S L I M I T E D 
( F O R I N T E R - O F F I C E U S E O N L Y ) 

To P.....M:... Kavanagh From. W. M. S i r o l a 

Subject..X$ta.\.P.. Asbestos .Property December'23, ...I960. 

Had a long t a l k w i t h L e t a i n t h i s morning. He does not f e e l that 
h i s l e g a l p o s i t i o n i s such as yet that he could enter i n t o n e g o t i a t i o n s 
w i t h anyone. I w i l l contact h i s lawyer t h i s afternoon t o see i f t h i s i s 
the case. 

L e t a i n t e l l s me that he won h i s case on the basis of the time 
i s of the essence clause i n h i s con t r a c t w i t h C a s s i a r . Seemingly they 
moved too slowly. 

Whatever happens, he i s now w e l l aware of our i n t e r e s t and I 
expect t o see him from time t o time because he Is an aggressive prospector 
and has q u i t e a number of c l a i m groups. 

W i l l w r i t e more on t h i s matter soon. 

Regards, 

W. M. S i r o l a 



I W D D E C 2 ^ 1960 K E R R - A D D I S O N G O L D M I N E S L I M I T E D 
( F O R I N T E R - O F F I C E U S E O N L Y ) 

To &.<tt*.../<kz/X.*^.*S. From ^\<&S.#2&. 

1 & 

Subject, Date..J£^.:.^a..s.SZ<£4ft 

^ht*z^> <? ^S^e / C t c s^&'p . - ^ ^ ^ ^<— ^£e***a-*~ 

4h^Ui 


