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as.Bader has

hero Dougl
become involved in g, legal disputé over British. Colum-

- bia. mining claims.

.The legless. RAF ace; now a
Ez-yea,r-old oil ‘company execu-
tive in London,.is a member
‘'of a syndicate invqived in an
ownership dispute over north-
€rn B.C. asbestos claims.

~The group filed a writ n

BC. Supreme Court Thundgy_

~ seeking first rights fo
claims in the Cassiar diatrlct

" Named defendants’ in the

action are prospector Felix
Letain, Conwest.-Exploration
Company, Cassiar -~ Asbestos.
Corporation, Kutcho Creek
Asbestos Company and N!colet
Asbestos Mines.

“" Ownership of  the asbestes

, propertles discovered by Letain
had been the subject of law-
pn!ta in B.C. courts, for. years.

But the Court of: Af ppeal re-'
cently settled the. llsue, tak-

ing the $3 million claims from
‘Conwest Exploration and
placing ‘them baek in Letain's
hands. .

LONG BA’I.‘TIE

For Letain, a S&ygnr old-
- walked -
over B.C. bushland tor three.

prospector who
decades in search of minerals,

the court decision was. a- per-
sonal victory in a. long and in-
volved legal battle,
Then' last month, the B.C.
Supreme Court made an order
to Nicolet Asbestos to protect'
that company’s right to buy
Lg'auns prOperﬁeu under- m‘

o..h!wm

Mining Dlsp

“That's where the  matter,
u‘bood ‘until Bader’s EToup; ens
tered the-pichlre Thursday. -

His syndicate, which also
mcludet three Greater Vancou-
o ‘”;,‘ﬁo"""“’u&n“*" .

r option on 's
- giving’ - Nicdlet m

aecond rlghts. ]

‘Bader and his partners, Rob-
ert Dblphln. “1151 West
Elghth, Charles M. Munrg, of
e Taylff of"'igsz Arlmgton.wn‘
North VnncouVer. want court
judgment _confirming. - their
priority.
SET!LEMNTPOSSIBLE

“Vancouver lawyer C. Vo
‘mrmt, VC, QC, named in the
writ as trustee for the syndi~
cate,” told The: Sun a_setile:
ment couId ‘be ‘reached before
the suit goes to trial. :
ﬂrﬁ'he writwas filed at ﬁug:

pmervg the s 4!
catd's . rlghf to. court action
umier a limitations. law, hg

Bader wiﬂm!n ‘Vancou
h'; 1959 when he: was studyi
a hencopter cmnpuny‘l buﬂi




WHITEHORSE STAR - JULY 16,

1962

IN_ COURT BATTIE

Lone Prospector Nearer to Goal

Felix Letain, 66-year-old prospector, has moved a
short step closer to .cashing in on his asbestos claims,
worth an estimated $3 million.

A caveat was granted by
Mr. Justice Lord last week to
Nicolet Asbestos Mines Ltd.,
to protect that company’s
‘right to buy Letain’s much-

. disputed claims in the Cassiar
‘district. ;
The property was returned

to Letain recently by the Ap-

peal Court of B.C, reversing

an order of the B.C. Supreme
Court last December which

gave the claims to Conwest

 Exploration Co., Ltd, The ac-

SRIoMT

tion followed Letain's suit
against Conwest when he was
granted permission by the Su-
preme Court of Canada to sue
for return of the disputed
claims,

LONG DISPUTE

The dispute hinged on the
date Conwest incorporated a
subsidiary to develop the as-
bestos property near King
Mountain, about 50 miles east
of Dease Lake in northern
B.C.

FELIX LETAIN
. « « nearer to goal

~ Letain, a lone prospector

who has spent three decades
searching for minerals, has
pursued his demands through

a succession of court actions.

Last week in B, C, Supreme
Court Letain’s counsel, John
Lakes, said a number of niin-
ing firms have been trying to
buy the disputed claims, His
application for a caveat was
sought to protect a polor
agreement between Letain and

Nicolet. —

STOP ORDER

+ On his argument a stop
order was granted by Mr.
Justice Lord to-prohibit any

‘dealings with, or registration

of the claims until the caveat
is withdrawn or lifted by
court order.

The claims are now regis-
tered by Kutcho Creek Asbes-
tos Co. Litd.,, a defendant with
Conwest and Cassiar Asbestos
Corp. Ltd, in the previous
action. Conwest and Cassiar
are closely linked by finan-
clally and by an inter-locking
directorate.

‘Only officers of Nicolet
named here were E. L. Dea-
con, vice-president-and treas-

- urer and Frank Mancuso,

secretary, both of Florham
Park, New Jersey. Registered
office is at 470 Granville.

“THE VANCOUVER SUN:




To et

Subfect... s

/0
KERR-ADDIL-ON GOLD MINES LIMITED VI
(FOR INTER-OFFICE USE ONLY) Sf f 3

¢ A
AN

Ma B BRERNE..........cccoiomivrainssinsmnsins From................. P..M..Kavanagh............cccoonoenn S}

Tl e N e el ¢ o SNRE MO S | Date.......February..13,..1962.

Mr. Connell advised me this noon that Cassiar Asbestos
had won its action against Letain in the B. C. court some three
weeks ago. He described the decision as being a 'thands down"
one in favour of the company. The scene now moves to the

B. C. Court of Appeal.

. 4

Paul M. Kavanagh
PMK:ry Chief Geologist - Exploration
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RECL AUG 25 198" K FRR-ADDISON GOLD MINES LIMITEL

(FOR INTER-OFFICE USE ONLY)

Regarding our forthcoming trip into this
property, I should advise that Noranda is still toying
with the idea of paying Letain the sum of $20,000,00
to hold the property until the legal problem has been
resolved.

Apparently, one of the stipulations in
this Agreement is that a representative of the Bader-
Munro Syndicate, a man by the name of Dolphin, should
accompany us to the Letain property when we go. I have
not, of course, agreed to this and felt that you should
be informed before making any plans in this direction.
Presumably Noranda would pay 50% of the cost of having
Dolphin accompany us, but the Toronto Office of Noranda
has not as yet approved of the whole proceeding. If
you can clarify this matter before you leave it would
be very helpful. At this moment I have not the
slightest idea as to whether or not Kerr-Addison is
interested in any aspect of this deal.

RK.

m? WILLIAM M. SIROLA.

Y/ W%;,.,/M‘;

................

ey 25ty
ol Tl _Lsle 4/4«. ,4?25/// y e

Wﬁﬁb/w»%w/'fmf
PPl § b B4 o compbll frss of cny



REFERENCE MEMORANDUM

THE ATTACHED PAPERS ARE REFERRED
= Yo WS - fowr
- . \

PLEASE REPLY DIRECT O PLEASE HANDLE O
PLEASE SEE ME RE THIS  [] YOUR COMMENTS O
FOR YOUR INFORMATION [’ FOR APPROVAL O
PLEASE RETAIN O PLEASE RETURN /A &£ CV @@~

Akl ave dals wi X L
asbessbe 091#7'/ wolend il e

HONEY PRINTING SERVICE 1444
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Subject.......cuer LETAINASBESTOS e Dt NN, 20, 1061,

There is only one copy of the recent Government
Release on this property and it cannot be removed from the
Mining Recorder's Office here. However, I have made notes on
the pertinent data and these are as follows:

LOCATION:

Latitude 58° North and Longitude 128° West, 15
miles East of South end of Dease Lake.

SIZE of PROPERTY:

28 Crown Grants

By float 'plane to Letain Lake

GEOLOGY :

There is abundant fibre in an area 1200' by
200" - 400'. The fibre varies from microscopic to 17".
Most of the fibre is in 4" - {" widths and some of the
fibre contains partings of magnetite or serpentine., The
fibre occurs in an ultra-basic rock 1-T4 miles in area,
The rock has been altered to a light green serpentine
which weathers grey in the fibre-bearing areas. Serpen-
tine without fibre is generally darker green and weathers
brown.

The Report gives two estimates of fibre content.
In one 10' exposure 7.7% of fibre was found., In another
7' exposure 9,6% fibre was found.
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KERR-ADDISON GOLD MINES LIMITED

(FOR INTER-OFFICE USE ONLY)

Po M BRNBRABHL . o rtovmsrinestooe PO essissiassriseonianis WILLIAM.M,. SIROLA

i A R o S Date........uly..26%
P
TONNAGE :

Assuming that all the rock in the fibre area is
mineable to a depth of 300', the tonnage content therein
would be:

1200 x 300 x 300

= 9,000,000 Tons.
12

Pf‘ WILLIAM M. SIROLA

Enc, Sketch Map showing location and extent of fibre.

WMS:rl
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KERR-ADDISON GOLD MINES LIMITED

(FOR INTER-OFFICE USE ONLY)

ol s (SR, WoNL S0mmve . s From......Po e KAYARAGN......o.oooieeieeeeeeeeeseessensssensesseesnans

e ROCAIN ASDOSLOS PrOPOrtY . s Date.. 01y .26, 198Y .. ...

My intention is to examine this property with you
before the end of this field season. During the same trip |
would hope that we would be able to visit with Kulan.

Please inform both Letain and Brynelson of my plans
re. the Letain.

ok

Paul Mi Kavanagh,
Chief Geologist - Exploration




e D e )

/O ke
KERR-ADDISON GoOLD MINES LIMITED

44 KING STREET WEST
TORONTO 1, ONTARIO

W. M. Sirola P. M. Kavanagh

Letain Asbestos July 24, 1961

Please send me a copy of the recent Government informa-
tion release on this property. Thank you for your recent memoran

dum re. the present state of the legal action.

S’

Paul M. Kavanagh,
Chief Geologist - Exploration

PMK: id
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KERR-ADDI.ON GOLD MINES LIMITLO

and he advised that the Letain trial will take place
sometime in November, but of course the whole problem

could go to a Higher Court after that.

As far as 1 know, therefore, there is no

urgency about examining the property.

Ed.

P?‘ WILLIAM M. SIROLA

WMS:xl
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I called Letain's Lawyer this afterncon __{gif'__
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(FOR INTER-OFFICE USE ONLY)

-----------------------------------------------------

I attended a meeting in the Noranda Offices on
July 1lth regarding examination of the Letain property.
Present at the meeting was a man by the name of Munroe, who
professes to have an option on this property through having
advanced funds to Letain several years' ago.

At the time of the meeting both Brynelson &
Menzies thought that they would be going to visit the
property with Archie Bell, but I 'phoned Brynelson yesterday
from Williams Lake and he advised me that they would leave
the examination of the property to Kerr-Addison, and would
be guided by our impressions thereon. I think they would
probably like to have you visit the property personally in
view of your experience with asbestos.

I believe Letain is now at Watson Lake, and that
there is a helicopter available at Dease.

Munroe said that an examination of the property
had been done by a Department of Mines engineer, and that the
engineer had estimated 70 to 80 million tons of 12% fibre. I
called Hartley Seargent in Victoria today and he said that the
Report would be available at the Mines Department Office here
in Vancouver tomorrow.

I do not know the status of the litigation at the
moment, but believe the ruling will be sometime in September.
Presumably, the first refusal of which Brynelson speaks arises
from the fact that Munroe contacted Noranda sometime ago. I
do not know anything of Munroe except that he has promoted several
properties in B.C, before.

gf WILLIAM M. SIROLA.
P.S. Brynelson advises that if Letain wins his case, and

assuming that we could come to terms with him, he is
in favour of a 50-50 participation with Kerr-Addison.
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A balfeton smmple of asbostes bearing rock frem the Letaia
Sovmp of clains in parthwestern British Calwdis ws sumitted by Comwost
Exploretion Company ldmited for analysis of recovery and grade of comtained
asbestos fitre. The smeple wighing as received 1192 pamds had been erushed
to approximately li-inshes top wite pricr te shipment.

Viswal ingpection revealed that the fibre wms strong and Sough
chrysotils, vather fimdly attashed (o the gangue rock. VWhen flecad sufficiently
it separsted inte a whdte fibye more closely resssbling those of the Eastern
Towhshipe than that of the Caley sample.

Although the sample lad been crushed prior to shipment there were
runoreus long fidre bundles present with lengths to 3/h-inch. Considerabls
mgetite was noted both &b the ends of the fibre and dissesdnated between
fibres across the vein. In this Feipect 1t was similar to the asbestos of the
Eastern Toumships. Texture was judjsd to be semi~harsh and free of taleose
saterial,

Conaluaion
Recovery of good quality spimming fibre and othor desireble

eamsereial grades is possible in thin deposit. Total yield was 17.1F with a
secovery of 10,185 in grades 5§ and whove. The strength and toughmess of this
filye vas ekibited during sdlling.



Hilling Procedure
Singce the imitia)l cruahing stage had relessed conaiderebls

fitee the smple was Lnmediztely screensd om & L mesh hooded wnit for an initdal
filwe recovery. The ~i mesh produst was milied in 2 Sturtevant Swing Sledge
wit withouwt grates and returned to the above soreen. This gyuls was aghin
ropeated. Purther stages of hammer rill reduction, uwsing grates, followed by
Antermadiate sereening for fibre recovery was ofrried out wmtil a virdually
oaplete recovery had been scoomplished, The detall of the flow sheet fellowed
and the distribution of produste at oach stage is detailed in Table 3.

The varisus fibre products frem each stage were cleansd amd
where nscessery gently cpsned to more clowely approximate cammercisl equivalenmt.
Amalyses of the fimished fibres are inelwied in Table 2. Quebec test, Bauer Noliett,
wt classification and Suter Webd Comb, vhere precticsl, ware completed on the
fiwos in order to ostablish appropriate pading. Milliag data and fima) fibre
recoveries are swmarised im Table 1.

Senera) Observations

The fibwe in the sasple responded to milling ssblsfastorily and
demonstrated ite guality of toughmeos and stremgth. Singe the fibre weins wre
fimly sttashed to the gangue, which in iteslf was tough, more imtemsive milling
nwu*amm*mum-—emm.
Caley fibres. The inbensive milliry required for fibre reledse is shown by the
mpber of hasmer mill passes required in test milling. Ia view of this experisnce

higher recovery of fidve may oully be expected if an intensive milling cirewit is

i
S -



No prodlem was experienced with the adherence of fine dust to
the fibye and, therefors, it is not expected that in cemmercial milling any
4iffiowlt will be experienced in ssouring & low dust fibre.

' The freeden of taleose material in the gangus was also noted.

Resarks on Grading of Fibwe

The 3X fibre recoversd was considered to be sbove commercial
qulity, This is reflected in the high average length shoun by the cosbing test.
“MM“*I‘M‘M“W“?MM
in lemgth.

The 3T-X grads would probadbly be more acceptable when sonsidered
tobe a 3. It is expocted that 1n commercial milling proper grading precedures
would resullt in an inereass in yield of XX and LK and thet this grede would
cirtmlly disappear.

The X fidee was wil within the limits set in disoussions with
Kr.figert. A 5K filve is consideved to be semewhat better than that required fur
SR, Remadning fibees are no better than stamdard quality.

K. N, Voodreoffe,
Head,
Fon<diotalliec Minerals Seotion
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KERR-ADDISON GOLD MINES LIMITED '~ "7‘/ i

(FOR INTER-OFFICE USE ONLY)

W. M. Sirola

While speaking over the phone to Joe Rankin yesterday - Joe was
exploration manager for Conwest at the time of the Letain agreement -
| asked him if The Northern Miner had reported the situation accurately.
He said no, that in fact all the Supreme Court had ruled was that Letain
had grounds for a legal action against Conwest. Apparently the B. C.

Court and the B. C. Court of Appeal had previously ruled that Letain
did not have sufficient grounds for an action.

| respect Rankin's information very much, and therefore |
consider that the present situation is simply this: Letain's action

will now be tried before the B. €. Court just as he hoped it would
be.

The point Letain is making according to Rankin, is that although
the date of the Letters Patent satisfied the date requirement in the
agreement, the new Company did not act corporately before the date in

question, and therefore the new Company was not legally completely
formed before the critical date.

Pt

Paul M. Kavanagh

PMK: ry Chief Geologist ~ Exploration.

............
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147 AR e - BIREE ... e, Prags.  2iui L% P...M...Kavanagh

Stibjest.. . ha i Letaln Asbestos. Property.........ciiniiiiiennes Date...... January..3,..1961] |BEB.

This memorandum 1s prompted by your telegram of January 2nd | JLB.
on this subject. V| EC4.

: | do not have any report on the Letain property. As Chief
Geologist with Asbestos Corporation Limited | paid a brief visit to
the prospect in June 1956 shortly after Conwest had established a

small crew on it for a trenching and mapping programme. | was not
overly impressed particularly as | thought that the asbestos was

too directly related to small dunitic bodies in the serpentinized peri-
dotite containing the asbestos. However, Al Storey who directed the
Conwest work told me in the fall of 1956 that the work had enhanced

the prospect. 1| think that Conwest or Cassiar also did some work on the
prospect in 1957. | am quite sure that of the three asbestos prospects
which Conwest turned over to Cassiar Asbestos in 1957 ie. the Clinton
Creek and Caley near Dawson City, and the Letain, the Letain was con-
sidered by everyone concerned to be the least impressive.

It would be quite something to get hold of an economic asbestos
deposit in western Canada, and re the present situation, | consider the
Letain prospect well worth an examination principally to determine the
results of the 1956 and 1957 work on it. 1| would much prefer to examine
the prospect no sooner than June lst before deciding on the terms of a
deal. 1| don't consider than any large cash payment to Letain prior to
an examination In order to reserve the right of first refusal is justified,

and | would much prefer not to have to make such a payment if at all
possible.

Please let me know your impressions of the situation as It
presently exists.

/e i

Paul M. Kavanagh
PMK:ry Chief Geologist - Exploration
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PLACE X OPPOSITE

SERVICE DESIRED

.. I: I. ‘ A I A A ' ‘ FULL RATE X
RA , £ R l A . NIGHT LETTER

SHECkK CHARGE ACCOUNT NO. @ 3“'100'“37860 TOLLS
TIME AND DATE FILED companvkerr-Addison Gold Mines Limited A N
appress Suite 1600 - 44 King Street West St

December 23, 1960 arv  Toronto 1, Ontario ‘P'nilx'v

Send the following message, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to j G.HM. :
W. M. Sirola jg_g.g.t
1766 Ottawa Place B R'a‘s' B
West. Yancouver, B. C.. ) _‘ B:{::B.. i

Re Letain asbestos two things | have heard which may not be correct_gﬁét"!-?-f

first that Letain is asking for a million dollar deal and secondly from Paul _ G.PR.| |
Hammond of Conwest that the Northern Miners report on the situation was not | |ELD. |
correct stop still consider you should contact Letain stop regards e

- e Gl

P. M. Kavanagh

PHONED



KERR-ADDISON GOLD MINES LIMITED

(FOR INTER-OFFICE USE ONLY)

Had a long talk with Letain this morning. He does not feel that
his legal position is such as yet that he could enter into negotiations
with anyone. | will contact his lawyer this afternoon to see if this is

the case.

Letain tells me that he won his case on the basis of the time
is of the essence clause in his contract with Cassiar. Seemingly they

moved too slowly.

Whatever happens, he is now well aware of our interest and I
expect to see him from time to time because he is an aggressive prospector
and has quite a number of claim groups.

Will write more on this matter soon.

Regards,

W. M. Sirola
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