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N o r t h a i r has r e m a i n e d act ive i n the e x p l o r a t i o n and 
appra isa l of n u m e r o u s p r o p e r t i e s i n the w e s t e r n U n i t e d 
States a n d t h r o u g h o u t C a n a d a . P r o g r a m s w e r e car r ied out 
o n N o r t h a i r G r o u p p r o p e r t i e s a n d v a r i o u s o t h e r proper t ies 
and proposa l s w e r e e x a m i n e d . W i t h o u t a d o u b t , the W i l l a 
project ho lds the m o s t p r o m i s e as the n e x t N o r t h a i r 
p r o d u c e r . 

T h e p r o p e r t y , c o m p r i s i n g a p p r o x i m a t e l y 7,200 acres, is 
located 7.5 mi les s o u t h of N e w D e n v e r i n the S l o c a n M i n i n g 
D i s t r i c t , s o u t h e a s t e r n B . C . H o u s i n g , ra i l a n d paved 
h i g h w a y t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , p o w e r a n d w a t e r are i m m e d i a t e l y 
avai lable for the e x p l o r a t i o n p r o g r a m u n d e r w a y a n d for 
a n y e v e n t u a l p r o d u c i n g o p e r a t i o n . N e a r b y t o w n s can 
p r o v i d e a ready p o o l of e x p e r i e n c e d u n d e r g r o u n d m i n e r s 
for s u c h a project a n d the n o w idle N o r t h a i r m i l l is avai lable 
to be m o v e d to the s i te . 

W o r k to date by B P / R i o A l g o m has o u t l i n e d t w o zones of 
m i n e r a l i z a t i o n , the M a i n Z o n e a n d the W e s t Z o n e . W i t h i n 
the 2 m i l l i o n tons i n the W e s t Z o n e , is a p a r t i a l l y deve loped 
h i g h e r grade b lock of 620 ,000 tons g r a d i n g 0.18 oz/ton 
g o l d , 0 .94% c o p p e r a n d 0.39 oz/ton s i l v e r o v e r a n average 
w i d t h of 30 feet. G e o l o g i c a l data s t r o n g l y suggests that 
e x p l o r a t i o n w i l l s h o w the W e s t Z o n e to c o m p r i s e a c o n t i ­
n u o u s pipe of m i n e r a l i z a t i o n (see f i g u r e 2) w i t h the 
p o t e n t i a l to s u b s t a n t i a l l y increase t o n n a g e . 

T h e p o t e n t i a l also exists f o r f u r t h e r reserves at grades 
equa l to o r bet ter t h a n the W e s t Z o n e i n a d d i t i o n a l f r a c t u r e 
zones a n d feeder zones at d e p t h . A s a n e x a m p l e of this 
p o t e n t i a l , t w o sur face d r i l l holes i n the W e s t Z o n e r e t u r n e d 
va lues of o v e r 2.0 oz/ton g o l d , 3 . 0 % copper a n d 2.0 oz/ton 
s i lver o v e r 6 f o o t d r i l l w i d t h s . T o t a l reserves de l ineated to 
date i n the W e s t Z o n e are 2 m i l l i o n tons a v e r a g i n g 0.08 
oz/ton g o l d , 0 .66% copper a n d 0.27 oz/ton s i lver o v e r an 
average w i d t h of 44 feet. 

T h e 3 ,500 foot p r o g r a m of d r i f t i n g and c r o s s c u t t i n g is 
d e s i g n e d to reach the centre of the h i g h grade block i n the 
W e s t Z o n e . F r o m that po int , a 10,000 foot u n d e r g r o u n d 
d i a m o n d d r i l l i n g p r o g r a m w i l l exp lore the s y s t e m at d e p t h 
a n d test the o p e n s e g m e n t of the p ipe . T h e c r o s s c u t t i n g 
p r o g r a m w i l l be u n d e r t a k e n to sample the k n o w n 
m i n e r a l i z a t i o n for m e t a l l u r g y and r e c o v e r y . S t u d i e s w i l l 
a lso be c o n d u c t e d o n m i n i n g m e t h o d s and costs, m i l l and 
ta i l ings l o c a t i o n a n d m o r e deta i led m e t a l l u r g y . 

F . G . H e w e t t , P . E n g . 
E x p l o r a t i o n M a n a g e r 
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