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PHOENIX 4 4 the highest incorporated city 5 9 

by G A R Y T R E N T 

For the next few weeks 1 
will be documenting the 
history on what was once 
the B o u n d a r y coun t ry ' s 
biggest, brassiest and most 

prosperous place - the city 
of P H O E N I X . 

M u c h of the journalism 
will come from the Phoenix 
Miner , the Phoenix Pioneer 

and M i n i n g Journal (1904), 
Mother Earth 's Treasure 
Vaults (1905), the Grand 
Forks Miner and Gazette 
newspaper files, along with 

p e r s o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n 
gathered. 

The photographs wil l be 
courtesy o f the Boundary 
Museum, the Greenwood 

Museum, the Kettle River 
Museum in Midway as well 
as a personal collection o f 
orginals o f the area as it 
stands today. 

T o begin o u r s t o r y , 
P h o e n i x was o r i g i n a l l y 
called Greenwood C a m p . It 
is located at 4,694 feet 
above sea level and is about 
six miles from the Inter­
na t i ona l bo rde r l i n e . 
Phoenix enjoyed the distin­
ction of being the highest 
i n c o r p o r a t e d c i ty in 
Canada. Nature had been 
kind to Phoenix in the way 
of the copper-gold deposits 
in the rock-r ibbed hills 
s u r r o u n d i n g this l i t t le 
mountain city. In 1905 
( f rom M o t h e r E a r t h ' s 
Treasure Vaults), "every 24 
hours close to 3,(XX) tons of 
this precious chalcopyri lc is 
taken away from the mines 
o f Phoenix to the district 
smelters and reduced to a 
blister which is over 98"/o 
pure. 

When the gigantic ore 
bodies of the O l d Ironsides 
and the Knob Hi l l proper­
ties began to be ap­
preciated, this brought the 
building of the C . P . R . into 
the district attracting a 
great deal o f attention to 
Phoenix. 

In November o f 1899 
property sales were most 
remarkable in the history of 
townsite selling in B . C . 
Persons travelling hundreds 
of miles to buy Phoenix 
business lots at the opening 
sale, found ihem only to be 
already sold. 

According to the general 
unders tanding, the first 
man to come into the area 
was Charles Dc i tz who 
arrived in 1857. O l d " J o l l y 
Jack 1 ' Thor ton was sup­
posed to be the second man 
to reach this well known 
mining region. 

There can be no question 
thai the G r a n b y mines 
became the backbone o f the 
Boundary Count ry with the 
reason being simple. The 
men who moved in to 
finance and operate the 
mines foresaw the necessity 
of providing large amounts 
of capital from the outset. 
In so doing, determined to 
make up the largest copper-
gold mining properties in 
the Domin ion o f Canada, if 
not the United States. 

Continued next week 

—photos, 

The M i n i n g Record (1902) 
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By GARY TRENT 
In 1891, on the 20th o f 

July the O l d Ironsides and 
Knob H i l l mines were dis­
covered and located by 
Matthew Hotter and Henry 
White (respectively); two 
prospectors who were 
wander ing th rough this 
region where neither trails, 
wagon roads or railways ex­
isted. These were the first 
claims to be staked at 
Phoenix. A short time later 
George Rumberger and Joe 
Taylor would stake the 
famous Brook lyn properly. 
The Stem winder, Victoria 
(located by John Stevens) 
and G o l d Drop were soon 
to be laken up along with 
hundreds o f other proper­
ties, when mined for their 
copper, would prove to be 
the nucleus o f an area that 
would one day become 
Canada's premier mining 
camp. 

Times were hard in those 
days and little could be 
done with these rich finds. 
While the mountains were 
not rugged and the western 
and southern slopes arc-
open, prospecting was not 
easy on account o f the 
covering drift which con­
cealed the valuable stuff 
that men sought. 

A petition was sent to the 
Dominion government in 
June of 1888 to call this 
place Brook lyn , but there 
was already a Brooklyn on 
Lower A r r o w Lake. It was 
G . Rumberger who an­
nounced the town's name 
after Rober t D e n z l e r ' s 
claim, the Phoenix. It has 
also been said that the town 
was named after the Egyp­
tian mythical phoenix bird 
which was supposed to set 
fire to its old nest and 
voluntarily perish in the 
Hames only to rise again 
from its ashes with the en­
during quality o f youth. 

True or not, we must 
agree that applying this 
story could be o f certain 
merit for the revival o f 
mining near the area today. 

F r o m the P h o e n i x 
Pioneer M i n i n g Jou rna l 
1904: " W h e n the historian 
o f the future comes [o write 
o f Phoenix camp, he wil l 
f ind here m u c h for 
thought. He wil l wonder 
how such a thriving com­
munity could grow to its 
evident importance in less 
than five short years—from 
a literal howling wilderness 
to a well built little town 
with all the modern conven­
iences. But i f he looks 
deeper he wil l find the 
reason—the mammoth ore 
bodies of the greatest o f 
Boundary mines literally 
underlie the citv itself." 

( otitinued next week 

Canada's premier mining camp 

P H O E N I X I899...showing Hie first buildings including the Granny offices. Note the tents to the left and rear jf the buildings. 
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By G A R Y T R E N T 

In the summer o f 1900, 
agitation was started for in­
corpora t ion , resulting in 
the f o r m i n g o f the 
municipality o f the city o f 
Phoenix. It was October o f 
that year when a dream for 
those who had settled in 
this pioneer camp became a 
reality! 

A l o n g with being one o f 
the first settlers here and 
staking the famous Brook­
lyn claim - the man who 
named the town was to 
become the m a y o r o f 
Phoenix. George Wallace 
Rumberger had been elec­
ted only to succeed himself 
each year since 1900. R u m ­
berger's sub-division was 
placed on the market in 
1899 and every desirable lot 
was sold before the proper­
ty h a d been p l a t t ed . 
Fol lowed by the platting o f 
the O l d Ironsides (property 
o f the Granby C o . ) this was 
to become one o f the most 
remarkable realty sales ever 
held in this province. It is 
said that about $100,000 
was realized by this sale -
enough to pay for a large 
part o f the installment o f 
the company's smelter at 
Grand Forks . 

The summer o f 1901 saw 
m a n y m u n i c i p a l i m ­
provements. Streets were 
graded, boardwalks were 
built and a franchise gran­
ted for water and light 
systems was secured. Elec­
tricity was furnished by the 
Phoenix Electric Lighting 
C o . . The power coming 
from the falls o f the Kettle 
River at Cascade, 22 miles 
in direct line. The same 
company put in the water 
system giving the city ex­
cellent domestic service. 

F rom the Grand Forks 
Miner 1899. R . T . Daniel o f 
Spokane, a well k n o w n 
realtor, was astonished at 
the changes that have taken 
place in town. " I t h ink" , 
said Daniel , "that Phoenix 
wil l be larger than Buite as 
it has the best outlook o f 
any mining town I ever 
saw." 

G . Rumberger reported to 
the Pioneer. " T h e various 
mines are shipping 3,500 
tons of gold and copper ore 
per week. The shipments 
from Phoenix alone far ex­
ceed the combined output 
of all other mining camps 
in B . C . " Rumberger said 
enthusiastically . . . " Y e t 
Phoenix is only in its earliest 
infancy!" 

Continued next week 

Phoenix - "Only in its earliest infancy! 9 5 
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By GARY TRENT 
By the late nineties a sub­

stantial start was made to 
take a serious look at the 
copper-gold claims o f the 
Bounda ry coun t ry . A n d 
with this the 'most impor­
tant' camp took on a new 
life. 

The control o f the main 
claims o f Phoenix were as­
sumed by Jay P . Graves 
and A . L . White o f Spo­
kane, who in turn sought 
the tremendous financing. 
Wi th money advanced by 
the Miner ' s business as­
s o c i a t i o n in eastern 
Canada, the Miner-Graves 
Syndicate was set up in 
1899 to become the Granby 
C o n s o l i d a t e d M i n i n g , 
Smelting and Power C o . 

A s crews o f miners (now 
250 strong) blasted their 
way underground, a stock­
pile o f ore began to build 
up and the need for a rail­
way became inevitable. O n 
M a y 21, 1900, the last spike 
was driven to complete a 
line from the O l d Ironsides 
bunkers to G r e e n w o o d , 
Boundary Falls and Grand 
Forks where smelters were 
near completion. 

The great boom was o n ! 
With the C P R ' s 25-mile 
r igh t -o f -way in place— 
" T h e first shipment o f ore 
ever made to a smelter in 
the Boundary arrived in 
Grand Forks from the Ci ty 
o f Paris mine. It consisted 
of seven tons o f copper-
gold ore and is a momen­
tous event in the history o f 
the c i t y . " - from the Grand 
Forks Miner, Feb. 24, 
1900. 

Graves reported to The 
Miner; " T h e propert ies 
never l o o k e d better. 
Phoenix is growing nicely. 
A contract has just been let 
for hauling 5,(KX) tons o f 
Ci ty o f Paris ore to Grand 
F o r k s . " 

The C P R used an engine 
known as the " S h a y . " The 
first 10 miles leading from 
Phoenix was a three per 
cent g rade—the eng ine 
traveled 15 mph but was 
capable of hauling double 
that o f an ordinary engine 
having every wheel con­
nected by gears making 
them all drive wheels. Oc­
casionally a shay would 
j u m p the steep t r acks , 
being smashed to pieces. 

Soon the Great Northern 
built into Phoenix and for 
nearly 22 years two o f the 
greatest t r anscon t inen ta l 
r a i lway systems hau l ed 
some 3,500 tons o f copper-
gold ore per week to the 
smelters 2,915 feet below. 

—continued next week 

"The properties never looked better' 

LOWER TO\VN„Phoenix - the Great Northern Depot. AN OVERTURNED SHAY down the 3% grade. 
... 

DAVENPORT MACHINE WORKS—Shay locomotive. ORE LOADER—showing the GNR to the left, the 
CPR to the right. 


