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"HISTORICAL DAT3S" OF THE BRITANNIA MINE 

1S59 Captain Richards surveying B.C. coast f o r B r i t i s h 
A d m i r a l t y named Mountain f o r 100 gun f r i g a t e t ? B r i t a n n i a , ? . 

1$3S Mine discovered by Dr. A.A. Forbes, medical doctor, 
s t a t i o n e d at Hopkins, B.C. 

1905 M i l l completed and f i r s t mine p r o d u c t i o n from the Jane 
and the East B l u f f . 

1912 Beach s t o r e and many houses b u i l t on the f l a t s . 
1915 Upper, or 1050 Camp at the Jane wiped out by a mudslide 

- 56 l i v e s l o s t * 
Tunnel Camp b u i l t (Mount Sheer Camp). 
No^ £ m i l l of 2,000 t o n c a p a c i t y completed. 

1921 I n March the t e m p o r a r i l y i d l e No. 2 m i l l burned down. 

1923 No. 2 m i l l completed. 
1930 B r i t a n n i a * s peak year - reached 7,100 t.p.d. and 

44,000,000 pounds of copper produced f o r the year. 
Over 1200 emplojrees on p a y r o l l d uring 1930 fs. 

1949 Road connection t o Squamish 
1952 Road completed t o Townsite - l a t e r c a l l e d Mount Sheer. 
1956 September: The P a c i f i c Great E a s t e r n Railway s t a r t e d 

r e g u l a r passenger s e r v i c e t o North Vancouver. 
195# March: operations suspended because of low copper p r i c e s . 
1959 Operations resumed. 
1963 The Anaconda Company ac q u i r e d B r i t a n n i a property. 
1964 Employees went on s t r i k e on August 11. 
1965 March 2, settlement of s t r i k e , w i t h the A s s i s t a n c e of the 

M i n i s t e r of Mines, the Honourable Donald B r o t h e r s . 
Resumption of operations on c u r t a i l e d b a s i s . 

1963 S t a r t of the No."10 Shaft 
1970 October 1 - expected s t a r t of production from the new 

No. 10 Mine. 
1974 October - n o t i f i c a t i o n t o a l l employees t h a t the mine was 

c l o s i n g . F i n a l s h i f t , - November 1, 1974* 
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The B r i t a n n i a p roperty i s s i t u a t e d about 20 a i r miles north 
of Vancouver on the east shore of Howe Sound, and i s a c c e g i b l e 
by P a c i f i c Great Eastern R a i l r o a d , by car or bus on the paved 
Seaview Highway, and by boat. 

The h i s t o r y of B r i t a n n i a i s w e l l documented i n government r e ­
p o r t s , mining magazines, and some occurrences have made world 
news. Between 1925-30, B r i t a n n i a was r a t e d as the l a r g e s t copper 
mine i n the B r i t i s h Empire. To the end of 1969 i t had produced 
1,269,926,000 pounds of copper. 

From the s t a r t i n 1905, B r i t a n n i a Beach was the base o f - a l l 
m i l l i n g o p erations. In mining t h i s b i l l i o n pounds of copper, 
50,53$,671 "tons of ore were dug out of B r i t a n n i a Mountain and 
hauled'to the concentrator at the Beach where i t was crushed, 
ground, m i l l e d and the v a l u a b l e m i n e r a l s separated out. Besides 
copper, approximately a q u a r t e r b i l l i o n pounds of z i n c , over f i v e 
m i l l i o n ounces of s i l v e r , over 450,000 ounces of go l d and more 
than 700,000 tons of p y r i t e were e x t r a c t e d . The r e j e c t e d waste 
r o c k was poured i n t o the sea u n t i l a s m a l l market was found f o r 
i t s use i n the making of cement. 

In g e t t i n g out a l l t h i s m e tal, the mountain has been r i d d l e d 
w i t h t u n n e l s , and other mine headings; some 140 miles - of develop­
ment workings, extending from the top of the mountain, 4,350 f e e t 
above sea l e v e l , t o the-lowest workings 1,300 f e e t below 
sea l e v e l . In the past, the men who d i d a l l t h i s work l i v e d i n 
s e v e r a l camps l o c a t e d c l o s e t o the orebodies which l i e i n a 
general e a s t e r l y d i r e c t i o n from the Beach. L a t e r a l l workers 
e i t h e r l i v e d at the Beach or commuted d a i l y from Vancouver, 
Squamish and other c e n t r e s . 
EARLY HISTORY 

Cap t a i n Richards, s u r v e y i n g the B.C. Coast i n 1S59, f o r the 
B r i t i s h A d m iralty, named the mountain s i t u a t e d behind the a c t u a l 
t o w n s i t e , B r i t a n n i a , a f t e r the 100 gun f r i g a t e i n h i s command. 

The o r i g i n a l mineral d i s c o v e r y was made by Dr. A.A. Forbes 
i n l£S#. Dr. Forbes x^as a medical p r a c t i t i o n e r s t a t i o n e d near 
Hopkins Landing. He t r a v e l l e d t o B r i t a n n i a Creek i n a s m a l l 
boat accompanied by a fisherman named Granger. The doctor l a t e r 
bought the fisherman rs share i n the d i s c o v e r y i n exchange f o r a' 
s m a l l b o a t i He returned to h i s d i s c o v e r y the f o l l o w i n g summers, 
prospected, d i d a s m a l l amount of development work and t r i e d to 
i n t e r e s t c a p i t a l . F i v e years l a t e r . h e moved up the coast and made 
another d i s c o v e r y on Texada I s l a n d . 

While showing t h i s t o Thomas T. Turner of Vancouver i n 1$97, 
he d e s c r i b e d h i s B r i t a n n i a d i s c o v e r y . T h i s l e d t o the s e r i o u s 
development of the prospect. Turner met O l i v e r F u r r y ( a f t e r whom 
F u r r y Creek was named) and i n 1$9& they staked f i v e c l a i m s . 
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I n c r e d i b l y , these o r i g i n a l c l a i m s have produced the bulk of 
B r i t a n n i a ore* Turner then made a d e a l " w i t h B o s c o v i t z & Sons, * 
of V i c t o r i a , and s o l d a h a l f i n t e r e s t f o r $10,000. 

In 1399, these claims were surveyed w i t h two f r a c t i o n s added 
to make a s o l i d group. A pack t r a i l was b u i l t from the Beach, 
and a camp e s t a b l i s h e d on Jane F l a t s . P r o s p e c t i n g was done and a 
150 f o o t t u n n e l was d r i v e n . Turner now managed to s e l l a'7/10 
i n t e r e s t i n the property f o r $35,000. t o Walters-of L i b b y ; 
Montana, and the balance t o G. Robinson of Bu t t e , Montana, f o r 
$53,000* (Notice how even before 1900, i t was American c a p i t a l 
t h a t was i n t e r e s t e d . ) The p r o p e r t y a l s o i n c l u d e d one l o t of 
75 acres at the Beach. 

In 1900 the property was v i s i t e d by W.M. Brewer of the 
E n g i n e e r i n g and Mining J o u r n a l , who must have been something of 
a prophet, g i f t e d w i t h second s i g h t . A f t e r t o u r i n g the snow 
covered rocky h i l l s , he r e p o r t e d t h a t i ? I f the property was worked 
under c a r e f u l management, w i t h a s u f f i c i e n t l y l a r g e c a p i t a l t o 
i n s t a l l necessary machinery, and w i t h a l a r g e f o r c e of men, 
B r i t a n n i a ought to develop i n t o a producing mine of great 
c a p a c i t y . w 

At t h i s date, January, 1900, B r i t a n n i a Copper Syndicate was 
organized to develop the p r o p e r t y . Robinson bought out W a l t e r s 1 

share, gained c o n t r o l of the Syndicate, and increased i t s c a p i ­
t a l i z a t i o n . He took on the a c t i v e d i r e c t i o n of the company. In 
190L, an a e r i a l tram was b u i l t from the dock at the Beach t o the 
Halfway, (11,300 f e e t ) and from the Halfway to the t e r m i n a l at 
the main camp, (3,000 f e e t ) . 'A pole l i n e c a r r y i n g power, along­
s i d e the tramway, was erected, and water l i c e n s e s on B r i t a n n i a 
Creek obtained. An upper tram t e r m i n a l , where the ore could be 
crushed and s o r t e d , was b u i l t , along w i t h a c o n c e n t r a t i n g p l a n t 
at the Beach. Then an o f f i c e , s t o r e s , h o t e l , and some houses 
added - a l s o at the Beach. 

Robinson now i n t e r e s t e d a New York banker, Grant B. Schley, 
i n the venture. He organized the Howe Sound Company under the 
laws of the State of Maine, and i t became the h o l d i n g company f o r 
the B r i t a n n i a Copper Syndicate i n 1903• 

By 1905, the Mine, tram, and m i l l were operating and a 
shipment was made to the C r o f t o n Smelter on Vancouver I s l a n d . This 
smelter, and a lease on the Mount Andrew Mine on P r i n c e of Wales 
I s l a n d , were bought by the B r i t a n n i a Smelting Company. 

There i s l i t t l e t o r eport f o r s e v e r a l years. The Company d i d 
not do very w e l l . I t s m i l l was unable t o make a s a t i s f a c t o r y ' 
product and the mine was slow i n developing good ore. In 1903, 
the B r i t a n n i a Copper Syndicate and the B r i t a n n i a Smelting Company 
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were merged under the l a t t e r f s c h a r t e r . The new company was known 
as the B r i t a n n i a Mining and Smelting Company L i m i t e d . I t wasn Tt 
u n t i l 1915 t h a t the B r i t a n n i a Syndicate was wound up and other 
companies i n c l u d e d , i . e . , t h e ' B r i t a n n i a Land Company L i m i t e d , B r i ­
t a n n i a Power Company L i m i t e d , and Howe Sound Power Company 
(South V a l l e y ) . 

I n 1910, an e x p l o r a t o r y working o f f the Mammoth B l u f f cut 
a F a i r v i e w v e i n , ( F a i r v i e w outcrops were known, but i n a c c e s s i b l e ) 
and w i t h a f r e s h impetus, development surged ahead. 

There was, of course^ e x t e n s i v e p r o s p e c t i n g going on over 
the whole area. Of these, the Empress group developed the only 
other mine. The company staked^ and bought claims u n t i l 1915• 
With few claims from t i d e water, on Howe Sound, t o east of Indian 
R i v e r - comprising some 25*000 a c r e s , 4&5 crown granted claims 
and 17 Beach l o t s , and 3 timber l i c e n s e s . 

A l l work except F a i r v i e w development stopped; and the o n l y 
drawback t o more tonnage was the a e r i a l tram which was h a n d l i n g 
o n l y 500 tons per day. In 1912, a new low t u n n e l was s t a r t e d 
at the 2200 L e v e l . By 1913, plans were made f o r a Townsite at 
the 2200 L e v e l . The t u n n e l was completed and s h a f t (No. 1) and 
r a i s e (63) were going up. A r a i l w a y was a l s o planned to handle 
the new ore, and r e p l a c e the a e r i a l tram. By the end of 1914, 
the r a i l w a y t o the top of the i n c l i n e was f i n i s h e d and the i n ­
c l i n e p a r t t h r e e - q u a r t e r s done. H o i s t s f o r the i n c l i n e cable 
c a r and No. 1 Shaft, were on the p r o p e r t y . 

At t h i s time, the camp on Jane Creek F l a t was the base f o r 
mine o p e r a t i o n s . I t was crowded* The mine was developing r a p i d ­
l y , and t h i s s m a l l f l a t was home f o r s e v e r a l miners; The camp 
c o n s i s t e d of f o u r bunkhouses^ and a l a r g e cookhouse, a Jap' 
bunkhouse, warehouse, s t a b l e , tram terminal,, crusher house, o f f i c e , 
compressor and powerhouse, b l a c k s m i t h shop, candle house, and' 
powder magazine. There were numerous s i n g l e f a m i l y d w e l l i n g s , a 
s m a l l s c h o o l and a l s o a t e n n i s c o u r t . A l l the b u i l d i n g s were 
connected by wooden covered walkways - even the t r a c k j o i n i n g 
the Jane and Mammoth B l u f f mines t o the crusher tram t e r m i n a l was 
r o o f e d i n * This was necessary because of the very heavy snow­
f a l l s . 

Almost a l l t h i s m a t e r i a l was brought up on the a e r i a l tram. 
The horse t r a i l from the'Beach was p r e t t y - rugged, p a r t i c u l a r l y 
t h e l a s t mile and a h a l f , which climbed 1,200 f e e t . - I t was t h i s 
horse t r a i l which the miners and t h e i r wives walked, c a r r y i n g 
t h e i r b a b ies, on the few occasions they t r a v e l l e d t o Vancouver. 
Another de t e r r e n t t o " t r i p s out T ? was the f a c t that the mine 
worked seven days a week - three s h i f t s a day at t h i s time -'and 
continued t o do so, u n t i l l e g i s l a t i o n , the Hours of Work Act, 
i n 1934, n e c e s s i t a t e d a change. 



- 5 
I t was here, at midnight, Sunday, March 21, 1915, that a 

c a t a s t r o p h i c s l i d e wiped out about h a l f the camp. With no warning 
whatsoever, the whole s i d e of the mountain above the camp gave 
way* In t h i s s l i d e , 56 l o s t t h e i r l i v e s 0 Most of the bodies 
were never recovered. Twenty-two were s e v e r e l y i n j u r e d . The 
bi g g e s t l o s s of l i f e occurred when the messhouse was crushed. 
A l l t h i s occurred i n p i t c h dark when there was f o u r f e e t of snow 
on the ground. The camp d i d not recover from t h i s blow, and was 
f o r the most part abandoned* 

Thi s d i s a s t e r o n l y stopped production f o r three months. 
D j r i n g t h a t time, a now tram t e r m i n a l was b u i l t next t o the s u r ­
f a c e railway,. The r a i s e system from 2200 L e v e l t o 1050 was com­
p l e t e d . Bunlchouses and a cookhouse were erected at the Tunnel 
Camp alongside the Powerhouse. 

The year 1915 was probably the most a c t i v e ever on the pro­
perty.- Much of the Tunnel Camp was b u i l t , i n c l u d i n g the s t o r e , 
o f f i c e , and h o s p i t a l . The dams, on B r i t a n n i a , the b i n s on the 
I n c l i n e were comp.leted, and the locomotives and cars brought t o 
the surface r a i l w a y . 

The next year, ' 1916 , the club b u i l d i n g , an extension t o the 
bunkhouse ; a sc h o o l , f,0 more houses, an extension t o the com­
pre s s o r p l a n t and a house f o r the superintendent were b u i l t . 
Other a d d i t i o n s uo the camp came more s l o w l y , but i n the next 
14 years, two moro bunkhousos were b u i l t , a gymnasium, 4 a p a r t ­
ment b l o c k s of 16 u n i t r , a s t a f f house erected, and a copper 
p l a n t b u i l t (1927)© A swimming p o o l , f i n i s h e d i n 1930, com­
p l e t e d the b u i l d i n g at tho Townsite, u n t i l a b r i e f p e r i o d i n 
1952, when the b u i l d i n g s of the I n c l i n e Camp were moved i n t o the 
lower end of town to i n c r e a s e the housing f a c i l i t i e s . 

While the Townsite or Tunnel Camp was growing,"the Beach' 
Camp was^ also growing,, though at a much slower pace.' By .1912, 
there were a l a r g o number of cottages on the ? ? f l a t s ? ? , and the 
b i g s t o r e was put up. The m i l l was t r e a t i n g 600 tons a day, 
and produced 14,000,000 pounds of copper. That year the 
C r o f t o n smelter was c l o s e d down because there was not enough 
feed - the new f l o t a t i o n process had reduced the tonnage. The 
next year, 1913; the club b u i l d i n g was put up, and 30 more 
cottages b u i l t . There was r e g u l a r , d a i l y boat s e r v i c e to 
Vancouver. 

1914 saw the e r e c t i o n of the No.2 m i l l and new wharf bunkers. 
Then war was d e c l a r e d , the copper market was demoralized, and 
operations were almost h a l t e d * 

In 1915* the second 1,000 ton u n i t of No. 2 m i l l was com­
p l e t e d , and the Canadian Government Telegraph o f f i c e opened, but 
the s l i d e at the Jane Camp, and an acute shortage of manpower 
made i t a very poor yearc 
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1 9 1 6 , w i t h o l d and new m i l l s o p e r a t i n g , 3,000 tons per day 
were m i l l e d , and the ge n e r a l o f f i c e and warehouse b u i l t . 

During 1 9 1 7 * the Customs house was b u i l t , and a cloudburst 
took out the i n c l i n e r a i l w a y f o r almost a month. 

In 1920, due t o the r e c e s s i o n f o l l o w i n g the war, the m i l l 
was shut down and o n l y development crews kept on. The p a y r o l l 
was cut from 1,000 t o 250. The r a i l w a y crew continued to supply 
the Townsite, and concrete storage b i n s f o r development ore 
were b u i l t . 

1921, the i d l e m i l l was destroyed by f i r e i n March, and 
seven months l a t e r , h a l f the'Beach Camp was destroyed by a f l o o d . 
On the nigh t of October 23th, water impounded by the r a i l r o a d 
f i l l at the Townsite, broke down the w a l l and surged down the 
creek. There had been very heavy r a i n s - approximately 6 inches 
- on top of some snow. Th i s great w a l l of water washed a l l 
before i t out t o sea. T h i r t y - s e v e n were k i l l e d , 15 s e r i o u s l y 
i n j u r e d , and over 50 houses destroyed. 

The f o l l o w i n g year, 15 new houses were b u i l t on higher 
ground near the r a i l r o a d connection w i t h the i n c l i n e . 

By 1923, a new m i l l was completed, which replaced the one 
destroyed by f i r e , and a new t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system f o r ore, 
e l i m i n a t i n g the i n c l i n e , was i n s t a l l e d . 

In 1930, B r i t a n n i a ' s peak year, 7,100 tons per day were 
m i l l e d w i t h a pr o d u c t i o n of more than 44,000,000 pounds-of 
copper• To handle the i n c r e a s e d p r o d u c t i o n of the m i l l , l a r g e r 
shops were b u i l t , and i n 1929 a foundry was added. These shops 
were capable of making anything used on the property, as w e l l as 
r e p a i r i n g them. For a p e r i o d , b a l l s f o r the m i l l were made out 
of r a i l s by a i ? s l u g ? ? p l a n t which turned them out between worms, 
but t h i s job was l a t e r done i n the foundry. 

Then the depression came. With copper down t o 5$ a pound, 
the o r g a n i z a t i o n was cut to the bone, and employment dropped 

from 1,000 i n 1930 t o 400 i n mid-1933* But during the depression 
y e a r s , a d d i t i o n a l accommodation was provided. The Beach h o t e l , 
which burned down i n 1933, was compensated f o r by a d d i t i o n a l 
rooms added to the s t o r e b u i l d i n g , u n t i l a new h o t e l and d i n i n g 
room could be b u i l t . - New S t y l e bunkhouses, the R i t z and the 
Savoy were completed, f o l l o w e d l a t e r by two o t h e r s . 

By 193^, pr o d u c t i o n was back t o 6,000 tons per day and 
1,324 persons were employed. 

The Second World War d i d not a f f e c t the copper market as d i d 
the F i r s t one, but the a t t r a c t i o n of armed f o r c e s , and higher p a i d 
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i n d u s t r i e s - e s p e c i a l l y s h i p b u i l d i n g , caused the labour f o r c e t o 
sh r i n k s t e a d i l y . One year 1,152 men q u i t , and B r i t a n n i a was 
h i r i n g j u s t about anyone who co u l d walk. In mid-1946, w i t h o n l y 
400 men on the p a y r o l l , a l a b o u r s t r i k e occurred which l a s t e d 
from J u l y 1st t o October 21st <> 

A swimming pool was b u i l t at the Beach, and by 1949 the road 
had been completed i n t o the Beach from Squamish. G r a d u a l l y , 
roads were b u i l t around the Beach and the Surface crew s t a r t e d 
using t r u c k s . A road was b u i l t t o handle b a c k f i l l t o the No. 8 
Mine, and the f i r s t m ile t o the Townsite was then completed. 

In 1950, a group of 16 "Honeymoon" apartments were b u i l t 
across from the school and a new Community Church was constructed* 
The 4100 yard area was b u i l t up w i t h a l a r g e - n d r y " (men rs change 
room), framing shed, car and locomotive barn, powder magazine, 
et c * 

With the i n c r e a s e d use of lumber - (timber) i n No. £ Mine, and 
the r a p i d l y i n c r e a s i n g cost of t i m b e r , i t was d ecided i n 1950 t o 
use company timber, which was. v e r y abundant along the o l d mine 
wagon road, and a s i t e was chosen about one mile above the 4100 
yard f o r a m i l l . I n order t o e l i m i n a t e the cost of ope r a t i n g the 
surface and i n c l i n e r a i l w a y s , which was i n c r e a s i n g with'the cost 
of labour, the road t o the Townsite was s t a r t e d i n 1951, and com­
p l e t e d d u r i n g E a s t e r 1952. 

The f o r e g o i n g o u t l i n e s the growth and development of the 
two main camps, but there were numerous other camps b u i l t and 
operated as the need arose, and then abandoned. 

From 1916 on, the company d i d extensive surface p r o s p e c t i n g * 
In 1919 ore was found on V i c t o r i a c l a i m . This ore was developed 
d u r i n g the shutdown of 1920-1922. This area was a c c e s s i b l e o n l y 
ay t r a i l up F u r r y Creek'- seven m i l e s from tid e w a t e r or through 
the mine v i a 1600 l e v e l , which was connected t o No. 1 Shaft i n 
191$. 

-In the s p r i n g of 1921, a crew l i v i n g i n t e n t s , put up a saw­
m i l l , cut l o g s , and b u i l t a camp, which was occupied i n October. 
This camp at i t s peak had 300 men. There was a tram l i n e b u i l t 
t o the 1600 p o r t a l , which c a r r i e d the V i c t o r i a ore to the m i l l . 

An e x t e n s i v e l o g g i n g o p e r a t i o n developed as the V i c t o r i a 
mine r e q u i r e d a great d e a l of timber. A good part of the surface 
crew were Japanese who stayed i n a separate b u i l d i n g and a l s o 
occupied a bunkhouse at 1600 p o r t a l . 

In 1924, the V i c t o r i a mine was connected to the other mine 
working on 2200 L e v e l and the tram no longer needed f o r handling 
ore. The tram was extended t o other p o r t a l s on tha t s i d e of the 
mountain. V i c t o r i a was i s o l a t e d , o n l y a c c e s s i b l e through the 
mine and up the s h a f t . There were no women at a l l . Two pool 



t a b l e s , a card room and a bowling a l l e y were the r e c r e a t i o n a l 
o u t l e t s a There was a l s o a good l i b r a r y and books were exchanged 
w i t h the Tunnel camp l i b r a r y . Radio r e c e p t i o n was good, but not 
popular i n the bunkhouse, as t h e r e was always someone s l e e p i n g * 
Chinese cooks d i d a good job. The camp was closed i n 1 9 3 3 and 
re-opened i n 1 9 3 6 f o r a few years u n t i l i t was c l o s e d down d u r i n g 
the war years f o r want of crews. 

On a f l a t near the top of B r i t a n n i a Mountain, i n a b e a u t i f u l 
l o c a t i o n , was the Barbara Camp. Here, i n 1 9 1 6 , at the 500 f o o t 
l e v e l , two bunkhouses were b u i l t f o r SO men.- There was a l s o a 
house f o r the foreman and h i s w i f e , a s t a b l e , powder magazine, 
e t c . The camp had a pool t a b l e , card rooms, running water i n 
each room and hot water he a t i n g . The men here worked the g l o r y 
holes on top of the mountain. G e n e r a l l y , the camp was g r e a t l y 
reduced during the w i n t e r months, because of the snow, and was 
c l o s e d permanently i n 1 9 3 3 o 

-In 1 9 1 7 bunkhouses were b u i l t at Empress, 1 0 0 0 L e v e l , and 
Beta; 1 6 0 0 L e v e l p o r t a l s . These l a r g e b u i l d i n g s housed 40 men 
each* The dry and furnace were on the lower f l o o r , the p o o l ­
room, d i n i n g room and k i t c h e n on the second f l o o r , w i t h the rooms 
on the t h i r d and f o u r t h f l o o r s . The Empress was c l o s e d i n 1 9 3 3 , 
but re-opened i n 1 9 3 9 f o r a few y e a r s . The Beta camp burned t o 
the ground i n 1 9 2 6 . 

At the head, or top of the I n c l i n e , t here was a camp, f i r s t 
f o r crews working on the i n c l i n e and d r i v i n g the 2 7 0 0 t u n n e l , and 
l a t e r f o r the crews h a u l i n g and c r u s h i n g the ore. T h i s was 
s t a r t e d i n 1 9 1 7 w i t h two 3 room houses. -Later, 7 houses and 
another two-storey house were added. I t , t o o , was c l o s e d f o r a 
p e r i o d , 1 9 3 3 - 3 7 o In 1 9 3 # , a l a r g e bunkhouse, a dry and a h o t e l 
were b u i l t . These crews used the Townsite r e c r e a t i o n a l f a c i l i t i e s , 
but had a l i b r a r y and card rooms of t h e i r o\m. 

Above and below the I n c l i n e were'camps on M i n e r a l Creek. 
There was the Goldsmith or Daisy camp, a group of l o g cabins at 
about 1 6 0 0 L e v e l where tunnels ( 2 ) , and a l a r g e amount of t r e n c h ­
i n g was done i n 1 9 1 1 « Below was the Seaview Camp at 3 1 0 0 L e v e l 
and 3 2 5 0 L e v e l , and the r a i s e s f o r the 4 1 0 0 L e v e l were d r i v e n by 
men who l i v e d t h e r e . This was occupied 1 9 1 9 - 2 4 . 

In 1 9 2 5 a camp-was e s t a b l i s h e d , approximately a mi l e up F u r r y 
Creek from V i c t o r i a , the Fairwest Camp,, Th i s housed a crew who 
developed a prospect i n the mountain south of the creek. I t was 
abandoned the next year, and was used by the Vancouver Water Board 
guard u n t i j 1 9 4 0 0 

And f i n a l l y , t h e r e was the camp.on Seymour Creek at the bank 
of Vancouver - S a u l t e r T s Cabins. 
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The Townsite, by 1950, had 143 housing u n i t s and beds f o r 

350 i n 3 bunkhouses and h o t e l , and i t s p o p u l a t i o n was a p p r o x i ­
mately #50. Located h i g h i n a mountain v a l l e y , where the annual 
s n o w f a l l amounts t o as high as 30 f e e t , and the surrounding 
mountains prevent the sun from r e a c h i n g i t f o r two months every' 
year, i t was i s o l a t e d - though j u s t 20 a i r m i l e s from Vancouver. 
I t s connection t o the ou t s i d e was a narrow gauge r a i l r o a d , i n 
i n c l i n e cable c a r s , and the Union Steamships 1 L i n e * 

But, there was no dearth of entertainment or employment. 
There were many l o c a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s , some short l i v e d , and some 
l a s t i n g as long as there was a town. The Community Club was the 
f a t h e r * o f a l l the o r g a n i z a t i o n s . Everybody was a dues-paying ' 
member, and had p r i v i l e g e s of club rooms, k i t c h e n e t t e , l i b r a r y , 
r e a d i n g room, pool room, gymnasium w i t h a p r o f e s s i o n a l i n s t r u c ­
t o r , swimming pool and t e n n i s c o u r t s . 

T r a d i t i o n a l annual events were the New Y e a r T s B a l l , ' B u r n s 
Night Dance, F i r s t A i d Competition, J u l y 1st C e l e b r a t i o n , 
Hallowe'en p a r t y and Christmas Dance. In between times there 
were innumerable card p a r t i e s , two movies weekly, frequent 
dances and many hobby c l u b s . I t was an i d e a l place f o r people 
to develop t h e i r own t a l e n t s , and the place had more " c h a r a c t e r s " 
per u n i t than any other camp* 

There was l i t t l e d i f f e r e n c e i n housing - everyone Ts house 
was about the same 0 The rent was low -$1 .00 per room, w i t h f r e e 
water and cheap e l e c t r i c i t y , and no t a x e s . There were no o l d 
people, or r e t i r e d c o u p l e s , no unemployed. Peddlers were c a r e ­
f u l l y checked at the main o f f i c e , and were few and f a r between. 
There were no t h i e v e s , no one l o c k e d t h e i r doors. There was no 
j u v e n i l e delinquency - parents were t o l d t o s t r a i g h t e n out t h e i r 
c h i l d r e n , or get out* The church was unusual i n t h a t P r o t e s t a n t s 
and C a t h o l i c s occupied the same b u i l d i n g ; and there was e x c e l l e n t 
c o - o p e r a t i o n between them* There was no graveyard. 

A l l night poker games occurred a f t e r every pay day. They 
were deadly s e r i o u s ; stakes were h i g h , and many a complete cheque 
changed hands. There were always b o o t l e g g e r s . 

The Beach community, w h i l e not so i s o l a t e d , developed along 
very s i m i l a r l i n e s and most o r g a n i z a t i o n s were d u p l i c a t e d i n the 
two camps* 

In 1954 t h i n g s began t o change at the Beach, t o make way f o r 
t h e road and the P.G.E. r a i l r o a d . T h i s meant t e a r i n g down some 
houses and moving o t h e r s . Some f o u r t e e n new houses w e r e ' b u i l t t o 
r e p l a c e the o l d manager 7s-residence. The f o l l o w i n g year, nineteen 
o t h e r s , and s i m i l a r u n i t s , were added* In the f a l l of 1956 the 
P.G.E. began r e g u l a r s e r v i c e through the country, and along the 
coast of Howe Sound, and f o r two years B r i t a n n i a was the bi g g e s t 
passenger point on the l i n e * , With the a r r i v a l of the passenger 
t r a i n s , the twice d a i l y s e r v i c e of steamers to'Vancouver was 
stopped, and a r e a l l i n k w i t h the past severed. 
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In 1956 and i n 1957, the Company was having a d i f f i c u l t time 

t o a d j u s t t o the lower metal p r i c e s , and e a r l y i n 195# had moved 
the s i t e of a l l i t s operations t o the Beach t o c o n s o l i d a t e i t s 
p o s i t i o n . However, at the end of February the d i r e c t o r s decided-
t o c l o s e i t down because of a f u r t h e r drop i n copper t o 19 cents,, 
and by the end of March, 195S, the B r i t a n n i a Mining and Smelting 
Company L i m i t e d was.employing o n l y t e n men* During the shutdown 
the p l a c e was c l o s e d up, scrap and i d l e machines s o l d and the 
Townsite, or Mount Sheer Camp, about emptied. The Company then 
d i v e s t e d i t s e l f of housing and s t o r e s . 

On August S, 1953, the Company went i n t o - v o l u n t a r y l i q u i d a t i o n 
and i t s assets returned t o the parent company, the Howe Sound Com­
pany . 

By the end of 195# the metal market seemed promising and a 
new c o n t r a c t was si g n e d w i t h the Union f o r two ye a r s . On r e ­
opening, thanks to the road, i t was not necessary t o re-open the 
bunkhouse; the shops were reduced i n s c a l e to take advantage of 
t h e l a r g e r shops i n Vancouver, and the foundry was not re-opened. 

At f i r s t , the high grade p o r t i o n s of the ore bodies were 
mined w i t h the thought of s a l v a g i n g the o p e r a t i o n - f o r a few 
p r o f i t a b l e years, but, as the o p e r a t i o n developed, i t became 
apparent t h a t the p o s s i b i l i t y of f i n d i n g f u r t h e r ore had not been 
exhausted. 

I n 1962 n e g o t i a t i o n s were s t a r t e d w i t h the Anaconda Company 
(Canada) L t d . , and i n January, 1963, a l l the p r o p e r t i e s and assets 
of the Howe Sound Company at B r i t a n n i a Beach were s o l d t o 
Anaconda. 

Operations were brought t o a h a l t , and e x p l o r a t i o n c u r t a i l e d 
as a r e s u l t of a s t r i k e which commenced on August 11, 1Q64- The 
s t r i k e continued f o r almost seven months; agreement was reached 
w i t h t h e ' a s s i s t a n c e of the M i n i s t e r of Mines, the Honorable Donald 
B r o t h e r s , on March 2, 1965* 

During the s t r i k e , , the equipment had been removed from the 
mine, and the lower l e v e l s allowed t o f l o o d . A f t e r ' settlement 
the equipment was r e - i n s t a l l e d , the mine pumped out, and mining 
was resumed at a c u r t a i l e d r a t e of pr o d u c t i o n 

The m i l l was s t a r t e d up on the f i r s t of June and 
operated , a f t e r a b u i l d - u p p e r i o d at a r a t e of approximately 
50,000 tons a month. 

The road t o the o l d Jane Camp was completed and a l l ' t h e o l d 
g l o r y holes made a c c e s s i b l e by four-wheel d r i v e v e h i c l e s , even to 
the Barbara Camp. 'This was f o l l o w e d by an extensive sampling cam­
paign and, i n 1967> a l a r g e amount of ore was brought down from 
the Jane F l a t s t o the m i l l by t r u c k . 
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A new copper p l a n t of the launder type was b u i l t on the 

o l d r a i l w a y grade at Mount Sheer and put i n t o o p e r a t i o n l a t e i n 
1965• That w i n t e r , a l l the houses i n the area were burnt down 
due t o t h e i r d e t e r i o r a t e d c o n d i t i o n . 

On Hallowe'en 1966 a f i r e destroyed h a l f of the 4100 dry 
b u i l d i n g . I t was q u i c k l y r e b u i l t and by the end of'1967, had 
two more s e c t i o n s added. Again on Hallowe feen 1967, a f l o o d of 
M i n e r a l Creek s p i l l e d i n t o the 4100 yard and b u r i e d the 
i n d u s t r i a l area. 

The e x p l o r a t i o n work of Anaconda f i n a l l y p a i d o f f and a 
l a r g e new orebody was l o c a t e d west of the No. # mine. Development 
of t h i s s t a r t e d i n earnest when a new s h a f t was c o l l a r e d i n March, 
1969• By the end of the year i t was complete above the 4100 
L e v e l and almost complete t o the 5700 L e v e l . 

At the beginning of 1969, the B r i t a n n i a operations of The 
Anaconda Company (Canada) L t d . were t r a n s f e r r e d t o Anaconda 
B r i t a n n i a Mines L t d . E x t e n s i v e surface and underground operations 
were made t o improve the o p e r a t i o n . New equipment was purchased 
and the townsite cleaned up. 

The day of December 23, 1969, saw V i c t o r i a Hoist shut down 
and the mine c l o s e d except f o r some s t o p i n g on the 4100 L e v e l . 

1971 was B r i t i s h Columbia's C e n t e n n i a l and the B r i t a n n i a 
C e n t e n n i a l Committee began plans f o r a s m a l l Museum t o be built» 
The Anaconda Co r p o r a t i o n turned over a p o r t i o n of t h e i r l a n d and 
p a i d f o r t h e ' c o n s t r u c t i o n of the museum b u i l d i n g . From t h i s 
modest s t a r t , the B.C. Museum of Mining became a r e a l i t y . 

-In 1974 the mine was operated 24 hours per day on a 5 day 
week, w i t h week-end maintenance, u s i n g a labour f o r c e of 140 
underground workers. Surface personnel such as concentrator 
o p e r a t o r s , maintenance engineers, o f f i c e s t a f f and managers 
brought the t o t a l work f o r c e to j u s t over 240 persons. 

In the f a l l of 1974, i t was announced by the Company t h a t , 
due t o a combination of l i m i t e d ore r e s e r v e s , r i s i n g costs and 
reduced p r i c e s on the world copper market, the mine would c l o s e . 
The l a s t s h i f t went underground on November 1st, ending the 
c o l o u r f u l 69 year h i s t o r y here at B r i t a n n i a Beach. 

With t h i s r ecord of 69 years of production the B r i t a n n i a 
mine ranked as the o l d e s t c o n t i n u o u s l y operated mine i n B.C. 
and one of the o l d e s t i n Canada. At one time i t was the l a r g e s t 
producer of any copper mine i n the B r i t i s h Empire* I t i t s l i f e ­
time 1.4 b i l l i o n pounds ofcopper was recovered from 55 m i l l i o n 
tons of ore. 


