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THE COMMERCIAL OUTLOOK OF THE - MCDAME CREEfr WATERSHED. 
% 

THIS 13 INTENDED t o be on ly a b r i e f r o p o r t on tho I n d i ­

c a t i o n s p o i n t i n g to t h o ^Minorol Wealth" embraced w i t h i n t h e McDamo 

Greek Watahod, L la rd Mining D i v i s i o n , Nor the rn B r i t i s h Columbia - - a e 

obse rved by R. G. (Bob) Wllma, r e s i d e n t p r o s p e c t o r , and engaged i n f i e l d 

min ing o p e r a t i o n s I n t h o L l a r d and A t l l n Mining D i v i s i o n s - d u r i n g t h e 

p a s t f o r t y y e a r s . 

MCDAME CREEK;, which I n r e a l i t y l a a smal l r i v e r , and d r a i n s 

app rox ima te ly 550 squaro m i l e s of ve ry I n t e r e s t i n g r o c k s t r u c t u r e . I t l a 

a b o u t 55 mlloa I n l e n g t h , w i t h a s o r t o f °c rows- foo t B b a s i n a t t h e h e a d ­

w a t e r s , made by t h e v a l l e y s o f - Machlta P a s s , Lang, T r o u t , Q u a r t z and 

Snow Creeks - - forming a b a s i n about s i x to e i g h t m l l o s I n u l d t h and 

l e n g t h . From t h i s b a s i n t h e McDamo Trough - abou t ono t o two m l l e a In-

w i d t h - extonda E a s t e r l y f o r about 25 ml lea - t h e n j o i n s tho Deaso R ive r 

a t McDame P o s t B.Q. I n my o p i n i o n , I t I s a l s o I n d i c a t e d , t h a t a t somo 

o a r l y g e o l o g i c a l p e r i o d ^ - t h e r e h a s been a h i g h and wldo a l l u v i a l flow 

t o - the n o r t h e a s t - t h rough Hot Lake and Spr ing Creek a r e a s - from t h e 

v i c i n i t y of t ho Thi rd North Fork o f McDamo Greek and a v e r y d o f l n i t e / 

BFlown to t h e N o r t h e a s t - through t h e Pass Lakes a r e a I n t h e v i c i n i t y o f 

"Ton Mile Crook 0 . 

THE MCDAHE DRAINAGE SYSTEM - . r i s e s on t h o E a s t e r n Border o f 

t h e "Caos ia r B a t h o l l t h 0 and flows t h r o u g h , and to a g r o a t e x t e n t c r o s s ­

c u t s , fo rmat ions o f Groonotona, S e r p o n t i n e , S l a t e , S h a l e , S c h i s t , Q u a r t z i t e , 

L imes tone , porphyry , v o l c a n i c t u f f and a r g l l l l t e s - I n t e r s e c t e d w i t h i n 

t h e f i r s t f i v e m i l e s e c t i o n from t h e b a t h o l l t h - - by many f i s s u r e Gold 

Q u a r t z V l e n s , and porphyry dykes - from one t o 5^ f t* I n w i d t h which 

make up t h roe major zon ing-sys tems ex tend ing N o r t h e a s t and Southwes t 

a c r o s s t h e upper McDame Creek B a oln - and o c c u r r i n g I n a ' ' b e l t " o f 

a b o u t t h roe m i l e s In width* 

SUCH GEOLOGICAL 90KPTIQN9 - oo f avou rab l e and k ind to tho 

d e p o o l t l o n o f v a l u e a b l o p r e c i o u s and baoo m e t a l s - l a oeldora motwi th 

by tho average p r o s p e c t o r , e s p o o l a l l y oo, on euoh a l a r g e s c a l e , and 
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containing, ae i t does, euch v lo lb le ovidonco r igh t today - of tho t r u t h 

of t h io ideal "Geological Condition0 - - which lo fur ther ably demonstrated 

by tho diocovory of BO many vions showing vioiblo "Froo Gold* - - pluo many 

occurroncea aleo of valueablo BBaae Metal Deposits*. And aloo by tho 

v isua l evidenco of valueablo placere - demonstrated by tho B01d Tlrcera" 

hand workings do t t ing the McDame Valley here and thoro for n%ny m i l e s . 

THE APPARENTNSSS OF THE ABOVE FACTS - together with tho present 

day developments of the few proapectore in th le f i e ld - couplod with tho 

ex i s t ing Oanadian Geological Roporta - and aloo pluo tho huge development 

of the "Casaiar Asbestos Mlno" a t Caaoiar B.C. (McDame Hoadwatora) - -

dooo ably i l l u s t r a t e thioI t h a t tho McDamo Valley Watershed reproaento 

ono of tho.moot outstanding poeaible "MAJOR MINING CENTERS8 • i n t h 0 

Korth today - - and now mado avai lablo by good roado - - for explo i ta t ion . 

by modern of f io ion t mechanical mining equipment - and i t f o e f f i c i e n t 

app l ica t ion by roal opera tora . Plue a l l th io - thero aro these added 

faota - - of tho many hundreds of miloo of rock a t ructuroa - geo log ica l ly 

favorable for tho deposi t ion of valuoablo mineralo - - f lanking tho °Caoaior 

Bathol i th" - which expends through t h i s high-devide country - from tho 

Toalin on through tho Caooiar - Cmineca and Caribou Mining D i o t r i c t o . 

THE DISCOVERY OF PLACER GOLD - on McDame Creok i n tho oar ly 
u70'oB and tho oubooquont hand oporationo thoreon - did merely i nd i ca t e -

tho futuro oconomic pooo ib i l i t i eo of "Commercial Mining11 - through-out 

t h i o area - a t oomo l a t o r da to , when t ranspor ta t ion provod adequate - -

whioh i s NOW - plus tho fur thor indicat lona of much free-gold qua r t z 

development i n tho upper ragiono of t h io va l l ey . 

THESE EMPHATIC) INDICATIONS - have to dato f a i l ed to fu l ly 

a t t r a c t the a t t e n t i o n of onough cap i t a l for i t ' s aggressive development* 

By tho e f fo r t s of only a few hardy and pora is ten t proopoctora» financed 

by t h e i r own earnings only, a few of these prospects have been l i g h t l y 

ocratohed - but they do unfold a real in te res t ing p ic tu re of t he ex i s t ing 

mineral wealth ly ing dormant i n thi'a va l ley - which i n my opinion only 

awai ts p reaen ta t ion to Capi ta l of the aggreosive type - who are w i l l i n g 

to back t h e i r money with o f f io i en t e f for t - which w i l l then r e e u l t into 

yoaro of expanding wealth and development. Am happy to r e l a t e t h a t 

today and for oomo time now £*aot - war* a t t e n t i o n io being given t h i » 

a r e a . 
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IT IS NOT MY PURPOSE In this report to cite the opoc-

tacular values recoverod by the "Old Timers" in thoir early day 

"Placer Diggings", nor the many encouraging assay values of a later 

date obtained from the many "Gold Quartz Yion3H in thia country at the 

headwatero of McDaxno Valley. But will oay, that thio McDamo Baoin with 

visible nFreo Gold" in sizeable and soparate viens at olevatione from 

5570 ft. on down to the valley floor at JO^A ft. - and in that area 

four miles south of McDamo Lake propor - coupled togothor with eeparato 

viens - showing the aame - at elevations of 2^75 ^ * ^° 6000 £*»• ~ 

within that area four miles North of McDamo Lako - and coupled with 
Dm 

t h i s three mile width of those threo major gold quar tz - zoning oyotoma • 

oxtonding across t h i s va l l ey i n the v i c i n i t y of McDamo Lako - - can only 

ind ica te t h i s fac t i - the undisputed souroG, or MMothor-Lodon of tho 

oxtonsive McDamo Creek Placers - - and tho p o s s i b i l i t y of oxtonaivo and 

oommoroial "Lodo-Gold Deposi ts" . 

TO THOSE PEOPLE - who may wonder why th i a mining f i e l d -

BO v i s i b l y r ich in mining p o s s i b i l i t i e s - has not been oxploit-e&^&d 

dovoloped in tho past - - w i l l say emphatical ly, t h a t th io condi t ion 

has rosultod from only three conditions* ( l ) The in f l a t ed value placed 

upon Gold today; (2) inadequato t r anspo r t a t i on (now solved); (5) 

Unroliablo promotoro. To mon of mining oxporionco, thooo roosona aro 

se l f -explanatory - tho f i r s t i s moot d i f f i c u l t of oolut ion - y e t ; tho 

8ocond io eolvod; and the th i rd - can bo e l iminated, i f des i r ed . 

IN CONCLUSION - w i l l say tha t tho MoDamo Orook Watershod, 

has in my opinion - only j u s t been pa r t ly prospected - as indica ted by 

the many hundreds of thousands of d o l l a r s i n gold, rocovored by the 

"Old Timora" in the early days, which workings e x i s t yot today - as 

d e f i n i t e "Pointoro" to g rea t wealth t h a t s t i l l l i e s "Dormant" in the 

tremendous a l l u v i a l deposi ts - i n the extensive "hi-channels" of tho 

benohoa - - and the even more eotonoive lowor ly ing "Drodge Areas0 ox~ 

i s t a n t through-out t h i s s ec to r . NO FURTHER INDICATIONS - than those 

o x i s t l n g , and to be observed, should bq neooesary to enthuse tho au th-

ontlo meohanioal minor of today - - "To get going a' 

Respectfully signedi 
R. G. r p o ^ ^ i l m e , 

(Roo-itfont Proopaotor) 
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Bucket-Line GCLD DREDGIA'G_ - recommended In t h a t r i ch 

SIX n i l e sect ion of the "McDamo Creek Valley" Liard Mining Divlolon, 

Caesiar , B. C. - from Kilo #65 to Mile #71 Caosiar Road* 

_"_ELCKST LINE GOLD DREDGING" - t h i s method of recovering "Alluvial Gold" * 

from the above described ooction of McDamo Creek - la highly recommended, 

by the w r i t e r , ae the only proven method known to oclonco today - t h a t w i l l 

rocovor the "MAJOR i>ortion of PLACER GOLD" from th io water-borne area 

giving due roepect to a l l o ther methods and types of mining t h a t have been 

t r i e d during the past many yoara in many oectiona of our Northern Mining 

D i s t r i c t s . EFFICIENT GOLD RECOVERY wi l l be predicated upon the nature 

and size of boulders and hardness of bodrock reefs— a t bucket contac t In 

t h i s large gravel deposi t - - which in my opinion, wi l l not prove too 

d i f f i c u l t - over the m^or port ion of t h i s en t i re a rea , which embraces 

many mil l ion cubic yards of r ich a l l u v i a l g rave l s . 

RICK ALLUVIAL GRAVELS - v i sua l observat ion of t h i s s ix mile sec t ion of 

t h i s McDamo Valley - d e f i n i t e l y d i sc loses t h i s fact - t h a t th io e n t i r e 

oection As - "NATURE'S OWN SLUICE BOX* - Gold having been d i r e c t l y de­

posi ted in tho River Bottom for count less past cen tu r ies - having been 

t o r n and cut from the v i s u a l and innumerable and r i ch "Bench Deposits", 

worked by the "Old Timers" by hand - and which in to rmi t ton t ly f lank both 

aides of th io oix mile eoct ion. "Snipping Operations" have taken placo 

in various pa r t s of th io bottom area - proving only t h a t much gold la 

there - but the r ive r flow Impeded and made hopeless any m^jor gold r e ­

covery t h e r e . Some nuggets up to one-half ounce and smaller - have boen 

recovered in the Canyon sect ions by suct ion machlnoo - but t h i o method 

cannot be considered as l u c r a t i v e . 

MAP * WILKS Report B.2..- accompanying t h i s repor t i s a map - showing 

the "Placer Mining Leases" covering th io s ix mile area of McDamo Crook -

but (not to sca le ) - however giving a desc r ip t ive o u t l i n e of t h i o area -

with nota t ions showing known Gold Recoveries i n the paat , a l so a conser­

va t ive ootlmato as of today of the gravel content per each oec t ion marked -

domonotratina tho ouotuinod "Drodgo Oporation9 for many future yaara t 
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THE WRITER - a f t e r for ty yoaro porsonal contact with t h i o a roa , ao a 

prospectorp hao had occaoiono to make countlooo oboorvationo, and t o o t a f 

to prove a l l tho otatomonto in t h i s roport - but i t io not my i n t o n t l o n 

to cloud th io roport with a l l those f indingo. But, howevor, w i l l e t a to 

t h a t the rooul ta of a l l t h io work hao provon - encouraging valuoo per 

cubic yardi A 1000 f t . d r i l l o d oroeo-cut in the lowor aroao o f t h i o 

property proved 18^ to 22.<f. por cubic yard ovor an avorago of t h i r t y foot 

dopth; upotroam from t h i o aroa - Dragline Operationo provod on o v o r - a l l 

recovery of 42^ to kSj. por .ou.yd. in ovor one-mil l ion yardo waehed i n two 

Gummor ooaoono - rooul t ing in a recovery of §473,000.00 - but a vory largo 

poroentago of tho gold wao l o f t - duo to th io method of ope ra t ion ; abovo 

th io again - moaourod cubic yardo tootod and oluicod by hand provod §1.65 

por yard ( i n th io oootion rooordo report ovor $600,000.00 rocovorod by 

hand mining); above th io again - in oanyon ooctiono, whloh ia moot d i f f i ­

c u l t to hand to3 t - but work thore ohowod valuea from $5» to $20. por oquare 

f t . of bodrook - with r i chor bodrock pookoto - to bo a n t i c i p a t e d . 

IN COLLUSION - the w r i t 0 r oontende tha t th io eix milo oootion o f t h i o 

MSDamo Valloy - - indica teo luora t ivo roturno - and a euotoined opora t ion 

for many future yoaro - for tho operat ion of a good medium oizod °Buokot~ 

l i no Gold Drodgon - under tho d i r e c t i o n of an able Drodgo-Mastor. To t h i a 

ond-apooapllahmont I dodioato t h i s Roport - i n a l l o incor i ty - hoping thoroby 

to induoo a good dredging group, or Oompany, to invoot iga to t h i o p o o o i b i l i t y 

i n the vory* noar future - - for a comploto chook d r i l l i n g campaign. 

Roopootfully oubmittod by» 

R. G. (Bo>^-iTiimo, 
(vetojpccn proopootor i n t h i o 
. a rea for tho paot 40 y o a r o ) . 


