




April 25, 1963, 

Mr. L,E, Munn, Secretary, 
Bermah Mines Limited, 
525 Seymour Street, 
Vancouver 2, B.C. 

f l  
\ 

bear Sir: 

I am in receipt of a letter from M r .  T, McQuillsn requesting 
me to express my opinion regarding Bermah Mines’ operation at Silbak 
Premier, It seems to m e  that this best can be done by outlining the 
progression of nining first by Premier Gold Mining Company and s u b  
saquntly by Silbak Premier Mines Limited, 

, ---. 

In the first several years of operation, 1937-20, high-grade 
ore was shipped from surface vorkings and from the No. 1 adit level 
which were located where the “Glory Hole” is at present. By the 
latter part of 1920 a small concentrator was under construction and 
ore was being mined from No. 1 level a d  fmn a shaft sunk 60 feet 
below it. 

In 1921 No, 2 adit  level had been driven, ore was being 
mined above No. 2 level and No. 4 adit crosscut was directed toward 
the PFerPier vein zone, to be used as the rosin haulage. 

By 1923 mining waa being carried on l a  N o .  3 Ievel as w e l l  
as ttre upper two. 

In 1926 a new’concentrotor was camplet& and ore from the 
upper levels was being handled through N o .  4 level crosscut which 
remained the main haulage lev01 for the life of the mine. 

By 1929 al l  mining was still largely above No, 4 level and 
exploration on No, 3 and No. 6 levels had been disappointing. 

In the 1930 Annual Report of the Minister of Mines, British 
Columbia, opposite page 110 there is a vertical section which sluvs 
how extensively the Premier vein-zone, above No, 4 level had been 
stoped. Also it is stated, page 110, “New ore is being picked up from 
time to tim in amall high-grada shoots lateral to the main zone 
between No. 2 and No. 3 levels, These lateral shoots are an i m p o r t a n t  
adjunct to the ore reserves and addftional possibi l i t ies  of this cat- 
egory still remain to be explored on the lower horizons ,.. Intensive 
search for new lateral zones has been carried on with three diamond 
dr2 l l s  on the higher altitude ground, crosscutting the formation . 

-St Of th0 Or0 ZOltB, but 80 far IiOthiW O f  bAportaXla has been 
dismw-” . 
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From July  1948 to  mid 1949 the mine was  closed by strike action. 
It was reopened i n  1949 end operatad to February 1953 when it 
closed again. t h i s  time because of low metal prices. 
w a s  fran the  bottom levels. 

All ore mined 

,A 
When exploration w a s  begun againn1955, a t t en t ion  was again 

paid to  the lower l eve l s  accessible  from klia Premier border shaf t ,  
which w a s  dewatered so t ha t  diamond d r i l l i n g  could be undertaken. 
Production was resumed i n  September 1956 and ceased when the  con- 
cen t ra tor  w a s  destroyed by f i r e  on November 20. 1956. "Approximately 
10,000 tons of ore WES uined in th Silbak workinzs. Stoping cas 
concentrated on 9F and 98 s topes on the  940 level ,  10A stope on the 
1060 level ,  and 79B stope on t h e  790 level." 

There is no doubt i n  my mind that the old,  upper section 
of t he  mine f r o m  P!o. 3 level t o  the  surface. i n  the  v i c i n i t y  of the  
"Glory Xole" was t!iouzht by the  o f f i c i a l s  of the  o ld  Prenier  conpany 
to have been thoroughly explored by 1935 and to be devoid of any 
fu r the r  exploration chances i n  the  main ore zone when the "big blast"  
was set off  i n  1936. 
the ore zone i n  this sect ion an2 can only ucan that thcy.had decided 
that no fu r the r  exploration or nining i n  that sect ion w a s  warranted. 
In e f f e c t  t ha t  sect ion of the mine w 3 s  abandoned by the  conpay. 

This e f f ec t ive ly  destroyed surface access to  

A l l  xork a t  t h e  property subsequent to 1936 bears t h i s  out. 
Mining f r o s  then on w a s  undertaken on the  lower levels.  below No. 4, 
and it is s igni f icant  that; daspi te  tha  fact that it w a s  directed by 
several d i f f e ren t  engineers, t he re  w a s  never any thought o r  indication 
that more ore might b3 found i n  the o lder  upper workings. 
t r u e  of the present management of the company who indicated by t h e i r  
mining during the  short period i n  1956 t h e i r  d i s i n t c r e s t  i n  t he  
"Glory Pale" sect ion of the  vein zone. 
Silbak Prenier Company had been i n  the deeper levels of the  mine and 
the re  is no doubt i n  uy nind t h a t  a continuation or extension of t h e i r  
operation a f t e r  the f i r e  voGld have been attempted below No. 4 level 
and not above it. 

This is 

A l l  t he  recent work by the  

Tha discovery of high-grade f l o a t  i n  the  suumer of 1959 by 
Julian Berkosha and the  subsequent discovery of the  vein fma which 
it caue w a s  in my opinion a new discovery. 
close to the footwall of the =in ore zone it is not connected with 
it. 

Althoush the  vein is 

It is  another of the small 'veins s imi la r  to those which had been 
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Youre truly, 




