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April 25, 1963.

Mr. L.E. Munn, Secretary,
Bermah Mines Limited,
525 Seymour Street,
Vancouver 2, B.C.

Dear Sir:

I am in receipt of a letter from Mr. T. McQuillan requesting
me to express my opinion regarding Bermah Mines' operation at Silbak
Premier. It scems to me that this best can be done by outlining the
progression of mining first by Premier Gold Mining Company and sub-
sequently by Silbak Premier Mines Limited.

In the first several years of operation, 1917-20, high-grade
ore was shipped from surface workings and from the No. 1 adit level
which were located where the "Glory Hole'" is at present. By the
latter part of 1920 a small concentrator was under construction and
ore was being mined from No. 1 level and from a shaft sunk 60 feet
below it.

In 1921 No. 2 adit level had been driven, ore was being
mined above No. 2 level and No. 4 adit crosscut was directed toward
the Premier vein zone, to be used as the main haulage.

By 1923 mining was being carried on in No. 3 level as well
as the upper two.

In 1926 a new concentrator was completed and ore from the
upper levels was being handled through No. 4 level crosscut which
remained the main haulage level for the life of the mine.

By 1929 all mining was still largely above No. 4 level and
exploration on No. 5 and No. 6 levels had been disappointing.

In the 1930 Annual Report of the Minister of Mines, British j
Columbia, opposite page 110 there is a vertical section which shows ’
how extensively the Premier vein-zone, above No. 4 level had been
stoped. Also it is stated, page 110, "New ore is being picked up from |
time to time in small high-grade shoots lateral to the main zone
between No. 2 and No. 3 levels. These lateral shoots are an important
adjunct to the ore reserves and additional possibilities of this cat-
egory still remain to be explored on the lower horizons ... Intensive
search for new lateral zones has been carried on with three diamond
drills on the higher altitude ground, crosscutting the formation
east of the main ore zone, but so far nmothing of importante has been
discovered".
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Mr. L.E. Munn April 25, 1963,

.. 1In the Amnual Report, Minister of Mines, 1932, p. 60:
"Diamond drilling exploration of the footwall side of the north-
east zone between No. 2 and llo. 3 levels has been continued.”

In the Annual Report, Minister of Mines, 1934, p. B25:"Tha
main orc shoot is considered bottomed slightly below the fifth
level, with a fow shoots of commercial grace persisting down in
the eastern end of the sixth level. Subsidisry lateral ore shoots
occur in the hangingwall and particularly the fcotwall of the
ground adjecent to the main zone, and more recent exploration has
been devoted to discovery and developnent of thase shoots betueen
No. 2 level and tha surface. During 1934 an ore shoot lying in
the footwall of the main structure between No. 1 level and the
surface was discovered and ceveloped.”

In 1935 Silbak Premier jlincs Limited took over the assets
of Premier Gold Mining Company and B.C. Silver and Sebakwa Mines.
Mining in the footwall of the main ore Zone continued.

The Annual Report, Minister of Mines, 1936, p. B3: states
that "lormal production has continued fron Premier Mine, Stewart,
a feature of which operation has been the bulk-blasting of a block
of about 65,000 tons of orae frou pillars between Mo. 1 and lo. 2
levels.” This operation and subscquent draving of ore led to the
development of the "Glory Hole" and the destruction of all the old
lovels and access to workings in that particular section of the
vein from No. 3 level through to the surfaca.

The Annual Report, Minister of lines, 1947, p. A75: states
“After the consolidation tha intial exploration by Silbak Premier
Mines Limited was directed toward developing orebodies above 1350
lavel to the northeast of the Premier workings, along what is known
a3 the '‘north-ecast zone'. Saveral ore bodias of moderate siza
found or previously known in the B.C. Silver section were mined
from 1350 to 1670 levels ..... Howover, by 1939 most of the ore
available abova 1350 leval had been mined and interest turned to
lower levels',

In tha Annual Report, Minister of Mines, 1948, p. AG9: it
15 stated that '"Most of the ore mined came from stopes in the central
area, north of the old Premier workings .... All the ore was bhoisted
to tha 1350-foot (4) level and trammed to the mill.”




From July 1948 to mid 1949 the mine was closed by strike action.
It was reopened in 1949 and operated to February 1953 when it
closed again, this time because of low metal prices. All ore mined
was from the bottom levels.
i

When exploration was begun again 1955, attention was again
paid to the lower levels accessible from the Premier Border shaft,
which was dewatered so that diamond drilling could be undertaken.
Production was resumed in September 1956 and ceased when the cone-
centrator was destroyed by fire on November 20, 1956. "Approximately
10,000 tons of ore was mined in the Silbak workings. Stoping was
concentrated on 9F and 9H stopes on the 940 level, 10A stope on the
1060 level, and 79B stope on the 790 level."

There is no doubt in my mind that the old, upper section
of the mine from No. 3 level to the surface, in the vicinity of the
"Glory Hole" was thought by the officials of the old Premier company
to have been thoroughly explored by 1935 and to be deveid of any
further exploration chances in the main ore zone when the "big blast"
was set off in 1936, This effectively destroyed surface access to
the ore zone in this section and can only mean that they had decided
that no further exploration or mining in that section was warranted.
In effect that section of the mine was abandeoned by the company.

All work at the property subsequent to 1936 bears this out.
Mining from then on was undertaken on the lower levels, below No. 4,
and it is significant that despite the fact that it was directed by
several different engineers, there was never any thought or indication
that more ore might be found in the older upper workings. This is
true of the present management of the company who indicated by their
mining during the short period in 1956 their disinterest in the
"Glory Hole" sgection of the vein zone. All the recent work by the
Silbak Premier Company had been in the deeper levels of the mine and
there is no doubt in my mind that a coantinuation or extension of their
operation after the fire would have beun attempted below No. & level
and not above it.

The discovery of high-grade float in the summer of 1959 by
Julian Berkosha and the subsequent discovery of the vein from which
it came was in my opinion a new discovery. Although the vein is
close to the footwall of the main ore zone it is not connected with
it. It is another of the small veins similar to those which had been
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found during the several years prior to 1936 vhen extensive
exploration had been undertaken. It had been oissed largely for
the reasca that the spacing of drill boles in the footwal of

the rain ora zone had been too wide normally to expect to inter-
gect shoots whose strike length was no more than 30 feot. The
discovery in effect was of a new, unmined vein in a scction of
tha mine which had been abandoned since 1936. Furthermore it is
my belief that the Silbak Preaier Company would have cone no
further work to date at the property 1if this discovery had not
been made. , :

Yours truly,

S.S. Holland,
Gaologist.,
SSH:1in

cc: Mre. T. Pmlm-
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