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PlBKOitl 

An air roonneissanc* ana made of tha Grnhan Island black-

sands following which J . Robertson and P. J . Enamel ware dropped off 

at Ressett to begin an exanination of them. Their report has been 

prepared separately. 

H i 
The writer, accompanied by S. Brldeut and 0. Davis, and 

later by Ruseel and Robertson, examined various showings on the south­

east coast of Moresby Island. Claims warm staked to cover both open 

ground around Ikada and eopper showings previously located by Albert 

Jones. Conglomerates and tuffs containing petrified wood were examined 

for radioactivity. 

M M 
The staking of 30 claims in the Ikada area and 4 on nearby 

copper showings was completed. Assessment work on these claims amounted 

to 140 feet of Pack sack diamond-drilling on iron and eopper showings 

plus about 6 miles of trail-cutting. Aeoeas was gained to the old 

L i l y Mine workings and areas of Interest sampled. Exploration and 

examination of surrounding showings continued. 

Approximately 40 days were spent centering around the 

company's property at Ikada Bay on the southeast coast of Moresby 

Island. The purpose of the work was to examine the company's holdings, 
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as M U M to stake new ground i f warranted, and to examine copper 

and magnetite depoeita reported by Albert Jones and others. A short 

description of this work w i l l suffice unti l sufficient time i s avail­

able to prepare a more detailed report. 

The party had the services of a 60 foot ssiner, the ELVA H 2 

of Skidegate, and i t s cooperative skipper, Alfred Moody. Albert Jones 

accompanied us and his knowledge of the locations of local mineral 

deposits waa valuabl*. 

The weather during the first month waa unusually bad. At 

learnt 12 gale warnings were issued, making overnight anchoring, a 

hasardous adventure. Heavy snowfall, which remained even on the beaches, 

hampered operatlona and prevented examination of a l l ground above 400 

f t . elevation. Only a few clear days were witnessed. 

Me were fortunate in having claim-survey maps of the more 

important areas with many of the mineral locations plotted on them, plus 

several early engineering reports describing the area. An unusually 

large percentage of rwadsblc crown-grant elaimposts were found and we 

warm thus amis to obtain good control for our staking. 

m . um m PTiTilfiT 

The several propertlee of interest near Ikada May w i l l be 

treated ssparately. 

(a) Imaation and Amamma 

Ikada bay is on the southeast coast of Moresby Island, of 

the Queen Charlotte group, about 78 miles southeast of Charlotte City, 

B. C. (See Map IK 2). 
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It may be reached by a B. C. Airlines charter float plane 

baaed at Aliford Bay or by fiahboat chartered from Charlotte City or 

Skidegate. The nearest neighbours are at the Cape St. Janes light­

house about 35 miles to the south. An occasional halibut fishing 

vessel passes through* 

Ikada Bay provides a natural harbour, about a mile long 

and 1500 feet wide, with a ninimum depth, as shown by our sounder, of 

7 fathoms at low tide. The harbour offers protection from the seaa 

but not from gale force Fal l and Winter winds, which, due to the com­

plete lack of docking fac i l i t ies , harass boats held only by anchor. 

5000 ton vessels have called at Ikada in the past without experiencing 

any difficulty (dee Photocopy #1). 

Climatic data compiled for the Ikada Bay area show an 

average yearly temperature of kb° F . , ranging from 35° in January to 

5t° in August, smd an averags yearly precipitation of 82 inchea, in­

creasing from 2.4 in July to 11.5 in January. Only during exceptional 

years, such aa 1956, does snow f a l l and remain near sea level although 

at "high" elevations (800 to 2000 ft.) deep snow accumulations amy 

ramiIn unti l mid-summer. Gale-force winds, * specially south-casters, 

are common during winter and early spring but are reportedly absent 

during late spring and summer. 

Although the mountaina are slightly lower (max. 2000 ft.) 

and more rounded than those to the northwest, they s t i l l retain a 

distinct trecline several hundred feet below their summits. This low-

level trecline of the Charlottes, present nowhere else in B.C., i s the 

result of a number of factors, mainly the heavy snowfall and high winds 

aa well as the sharpness of the ridges. 
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The Ikede district 1«. in general, thickly wooded with 

considerable underbrush at lower levels. The wore important trace are 

the spruce, the red and yellow cedar, and the hemlock, host lares 

timber has been logged off within 1/2 mile of the Bay and the L i ly Mine 

but ample supplies are available near the higher elevations of Carnation 

and L i ly Creeks. 

A small amount of waterpower could be obtained^part of the 

year, by using Pelton wheels on Upper L i l y and Carnation Creeke. How­

ever, as in the remainder of Moresby Island, no Important year round 

source (the tide excepted) i s available. 

Seafood is plentiful, the area a few miles to the north 

this year producing a record B.C. herring catch. Moat types of shell­

fish are found. Beer are numerous although they were hard-hit by this 

unusually severe winter. Land Otter are common around the Bay which 

l a part of Albert Jonee* trapline. 

Mineral Deoo.it. 

Within s five mile radius of Ikada copper mineralisation 

la widespread—probabl/ more so than on any other known portion of the 

Queen Charlottaa with the possible exception of the Lockeporte (Swede 

Croup) area. During cur examination, special attention waa paid the 

accessible magnetite deposits aa well as the copper. 

(b) j i l t TIT 

The f i rs t mining activity of consequence on the southeast 

coast took place shortly aftsr 1900 when a group of Japanese fishermen, 

led by a Mr. Ikada, discovered high grade ehalcopyrlte float in the 

vicinity of Ikada Bay. Development work waa started on an insignificant(?) 

http://Deoo.it


cbaJ-copyrite-magrietite showing, several foot wins, discovered shoot 

1 mils west of the Bay in a creek cut on what is now the Li ly Claim, 

harrow veins of high grade copper ore showing fairly good persistence 

ware discovered here and at lower levels along strike. A mining csmp 

waa established end a total of 96*5 tens of hendpleked ore averaging 

about 9$ semper was shipped. A large number of mineralised showings 

were discovered within one amis' of Ikada but only those few showing 

sneouraging amounts of copper were explored. Hone were brought into 

production. 

A lower copper price along with the encountering of larger 

but lower grade oreshoots discouraged further work at the mine i tse l f 

and operations had a l l ceased by 1920. Only a limltsd amount of pros­

pecting has been done in the area, or in the Queen Charlottes, since 

that time. 

Seventeen crown granted claims and fractions, centering 

around the L i ly Mine, were obtained by St. Begone during and since 1943, 

bat no work waa dome en them unti l this spring. A group of crown-granted 

eopper claims near Harriet harbour, about two miles to the west, received 

s e t attention two years ago when shallow dr i l l ing waa done on the 

Copper Queen claim by S. Legg. The property was examined this April 

by B i l l Omen, of Silver Standard Mines, and an option taken. An assay 

of 3Jt copper across a 23 foot magnetite son* ia reported and shallow 

dr i l l ing i a planned for this summer. Queen Charlotte City prcspsctor* 

havs staked aeveral groups in the area, i»»«ii«M»e copper showings on 

Burnaby and Copper Islands to the north, Collison Bay to the south, and 

Houston Inlet to the west of Ikada. Leases on several crown grants, 

situated Immmdiately wast of Iked* and containing magnetite deposits, 
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have been applied for by Jia Black repreeenting loaal iron and staal 

interests. Title to these has not yet been granted. 

<•> AOMC&C 

we sow hold record* to 30 staked slain* in th* Ikada 

Regie* and haw* applied for lease of three crown grants in addition 

to the 17 now held. This block,totalling *p«*t 7200 acres, contains 

e l l the important growad *lepiag late Tkada. (See Map* IK 2 and 3 

m*elo*ed.). 

Two claiaa were staked on copper showings (rs)dissevered 

at Harriet Harbour by Albert Jones aa were two aiailarly obtained near 

•aeajluu Inlet. Through an agree*wit with Jene* we w i l l acquire thee* 

four claiaa free hi* en a royalty beat* should they be of Interest. 

U) i i f l i f j i <<*>\m 

there i s a* geological sap of th* Iked* are* and no 

attawpt waa made to prapar* one during thi* preliadmary program. 

The geology of the regie* la wash the same as that of 

the rest of Moresby Island. The lmtrusives, to which many of th* 

admeral deposit* are related, ds net appear aa the use*! steak or 

betholithic bodice but rather aa irregular, elongated s i l l or dyke­

like mammae, seldom over a few mil** in length, that could probably 

be better domcrlbcd as "intrusive voleanlss". Theme igneous rocks, 

g—rmlly dloritie (or amdesitie), parallel or cut bands of typical(f) 

Meat Coast Mesoaole reeka *o**l*tiag of interbedded volaanies smd 

smiitmsmtm. Tuffs and tuffacaous sediments are widespread, aadealUs 

volcaniea, conglomerates, sgglm—rates, braes las, smalms, argiUites, 

and limeatone are common, and charts and quartsitee have bean rsssgalisd 
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Structural features indicate a general northerly strike 

and a varying hut usually moderate to low easterly dip in what appears 

to he a broken-up but gently folded area. Local folding, especially 

within the thin bedded members, ia common. Fault contacts, capoclilly 

near the intrueivee, are probably widespread, and "tensional" arose-

breaks, now occupied by dyke* and to a learner extent, copper-bearing 

veins, occur. 

Thermal metamorphimu i s widespread and does not appear 

related to any intrusive body in particular. Marble, gamete, and the 

common lime slUeatee have resulted from the metamorphimu of the mors 

calcareous members. Spidoto and chlorite alteration of the volcanic s 

and/or the intrusivee i s iisssm 

Several distinctive types of mineral deposits are precent, 

i T n ^ l ^ g those containing mainly pyrrhotlte, magnetite, or chalcepyrite. 

These may overlap or be gradations! in some instances but the distinctive 

features are s t i l l recognisable. 

Tbm mrrsmwAitm occurs aa large, irregular, •blanket-like'' 

gobs resulting from the replacement of favorable lenses(t) of calcareous 

rock near the intrusive contact. The matsrial i s generally non­

magnetic (unlike many B.C. contact deposits) and amy contain up to 

a or 3/4 of IS sopper aa chalcopyrite. Garnet and lime silicates 

are a common associate. 

Most sjfajrtllT deposits of the Ikada area resemble thoee 

of the pyrrhotlte but tend to be more continuous along strike. Boms 

magnstits sections were found to be free of injurioueU) impurities 

although small amounts of sulfur-contributing pyrrhotlte or pyrite 

invariably appear. 



Th* sommor depoaits of interest occur as narrow hut 

persistant rslns with well defined walls following strike-fault 

oentasts or shear soses in the volcanics near or parallelling intru­

sive.. Straeture-sontrollsd oreahoota war he preeent along the*. 

Chsleoerrite, snd rarely horaite, any oeeur as disseminated hleha or 

stringers over widths up to 25 fset or aa maeeive reins up to 2 feet 

in width. Small smewnte of maaslre magnetite, oeeeeienmlly carrying 

chaleopyrite, are often aaaoeiated with these veins. Pyrite and 

(a) WlJmM 

3/4 mile west of the west end of Ikeda Bay. Lower main 

workings at base of h i l l in s 1/4 mile wide, wooded valley at 380 foot 

elevation (aae phot..spy #2). Access by t r a i l following 6000 f t . 

mum mine i a en the L i l y Crows-grant, purchased by St. 

Kmgsne, along with 16 surrcwnding elaima, in 1943. 

m 
Chaleopyrite with lew gold values. Soma sepsrlferous 

amgmatits. 

fleelaatr (Deeeription) 

The deposits of interest consist of two (or three?) 

northerly striking eepper-beering veins controlled by strike faults or 

shear samee in smosslMi or more basic volcanic reeks sear the eastern 

l s a l n l of a s i l l - l i k e intrusive resembling fins grained diorlte. Soma 


