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48 Vandeventer St. ,  -_ 
Princeton,  N. J., 
February 1 7 ,  1947. 

D r  . Hartley Sargent , 
Chief Mining Engineer, 
B. C. Dept. o f  Mines, 
Vic tor ia ,  B. C, 

Dear Dr. Sargent: 

Enclosed is  the W . ,  copy o f  t he  
Tranquil  Creek-Warn Bay repor t  which I consider t o  be 
wel l  edi ted.  

The following changes were made t o  
t h e  p. 3 and quartz-feldspar;  p .  4 east-south- 
e a s t ;  northwestward p .  5 about v e r t i c a l l y ,  Yankee Boy 
( l a p s e d ? ) ,  Add? ............ ; p.  6 a r e ) .  

I f  t h e  enclosed repor t  is  to be 
incorporated i n  t h e  Annual Report I would like t o  read 
it again i n  conjunction w i t h  the material f o r  t he  
Annual Report. 

I have done a small amount of  pe t -  
rographic work on the  f i e l d  specimens but have nothing 
t o  add on t h i s  basis. The g r a n i t i c  rocks have more 
quartz  than I had expected and those examined a r e  e i t h e r  
quartz d i o r i t e  o r  granodior i te .  Some of t he  f r e s h  fe ld-  
spar porphyry has quartz  phenocrysts. I hope t o  t u rn  up 
some r a r e  minerals i n  the  "skarnsn. H a s  h e l v i t e  ever 
been found i n  B. C,? I wonder whether o r  no t  it would 
be poss ib le  t o  run a spectrographic ana lys i s  of  Specimens 
WL 50, 52, 1 1 7  t o  121  and 127  t o  129 checking f o r  B e ,  Ah, 
W ,  e t c .  and for t h e  elements in pure "garnet". 

Best regards ,  

Yours very Jruly,  



J. E. McMpn 

Deputy Minister of Mines 

Ju ly  8th 74 

Prop. f i l e  92F146 RE: 8. C. Wonder and General Jamas M. s r m s  ( 92F1461 

The claims canpriaing the B. C. Wonder and General J a m s  M. groups a re  C r a m  
It would appear 

There is no record 

Granted mineral claims tha t  were C r a m  Granted i n  1900 and 1901. 
t h a t  most of the development work was done pr ior  t o  1903 (See M. M. Ann. Rcpt. 1916, 
p. 330). 
of Viva Ventures Ltd. holding any claims. 

The claims a re  held by George E. Kinneard of Nanaimo. 

The claims cover skam occurrences of magnetite and chalcopyrite on the eas t  
s ide of Tranquil Creek. 
present. 

There a re  no indications of there  being any gold values 

- .  . - -  
The iron - copper skams a re  on the  Iron Duke (L. 325). General James M. (1. 3181, 

and the American Wonder (L.386). 
Minister of Mines Annual Report for  1916, page 330. 
done the skarn shavings have only been given a very preliminary amount of wbrk and 
there  is no r e a l  indication of t h e i r  tonnage o r  grade potential .  

The only information available is i n  the 
Unless subsequent work has been 

Unless Kinneard provides additional information which enhances the prospects 
of discoveries of s igni f icant  s i z e  being made, I do no t  consider t h a t  the proposed 
venture i s  sui table  for  government participation. 

The pr incipal  gold showings i n  the area cal led the Fandora and Gold Flake are 
an the  west s ide  of Tranquil Creek on claims held by Tofino Mines Ltd., a company 
cantrolled by Moncla PorcupineWinea Ltd. 
width and have been extensively explored. 
there  is a developed reserve of 70,000 tons averaging 0.40 ounce gold per ton. 

The quartz re ins  average about 5 f e e t  i n  
It is estimated (by C. M. Campbell) t ha t  

S tuar t  S. Holland, 
Chief Geologist, Geological Divimion, 
Mineral Resources Branch 

SSHlcrd 
cc: Dr. J. T. F y l e s  
Encls. 

Rcqerences; Minister of Mines Annual R e p o r t  1916, p. 330 
Property f i l e  9ZF14E - Pandora and Gold Flake. 
Property f i l e  92F/4E - L p o t t  report  on Tranquil area. 
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(Ls you know, any explora t ion  operatior.  i:s exscr.seive a rd  it tdces  s ~ ~ c u l a t i v e  
money snd s?:hition arid atlventurous e f f o r t ,  and a 5;reat d e a l  of v!ork a i d  laboiir 
t o  even zet t o  t h e  s t a g e  of deciding whether a p ro jec t  shoii1.d proceed, i n t o  t h e  
development staTe. 

O u r  Company has  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  sunerv ise  terns of surveyors  iuho could run survey 
l i n e s ,  s e t  s t a t i o i i s ,  t a k e  tests on a t  l e a s t  four &i f f e re f i t  types  of geophysical 
i n s t r w e n f s ,  and subsequectly produce accura te  and valuable  r e p o r t s  on the  
ano3alies a ~ d  geology of t h i s  a rea .  
p q  t h e  w g e s ,  t o  have t h e s e  p r o j e c t s  c a r r i e d  out .  

. 

‘:hat we do not have is a large cash supply t o  

We do feel ,  from our  work toda te ,  t h a t  t hese  claims have great p o t e n t i a l  value and 
we, as ?eg i s t e red  and Recorded Owners, have a r i z h t  t o  expect a modest p r o f i t  some 
time i n  t h e  d i s t a n t  f u t u r e ,  if t h e  ? r o p e r t i e s  a r e  deveioped. Like a?y o t h e r  
Company, we i n v e s t  money,, time, e f f o r t ,  m3 s k i l l ,  with t h e  hope o f  some day 
reayi!q a modest p r o f i t .  Ve have spent  a cons iderable  amount of time and money 
on these  p r o p e r t i e s ,  u? t o  now, and our pkms a r e  t o  do t h e  assessment vork and 
cont inue  t o  hold  them, i n  t h e  hopes tiiat soae day we will be a b l e  t o  run t h e  
necessary tests and determine if i t  is f e a s i b l e  t o  start commercial production. 

$Tow t h a t  we have ou t l ined  our p o s i t i o n ,  we wonder i f  you, as t h e  Goverment ,  or  
poss ib ly  i f  some o t h e r  .c.Sency, such as t h e  Department of I n d u s t r i a l  Deve lopen t ,  
would e n t e r  i n t o  some c o n t r a c t ,  wi th  u s ,  t o  speed up the  e n t i r e  process.  

Considering t h e  d l f f i c x l t  t e r r a i n ,  and t h a t  is is only p o s s i b l e  t o  wor!c i n  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  econoTically,  during t h e  months of June, JQ, A u g s t  aqd  Septenber 
(Kost o t h e r  months it r a i n s  10 t o  20 inches pe r  month, am3 it is very d i f f i c u l t  t o  
opera te  under those c o n d i t i o i s )  : we would c r a p o . v  th3.t t h i s  is 2 r ~ s c n & l e  :>ln 
for. explorat ion.  

1. Four crews should be set up i r i th  equipment, t o  survey &eophysical 
test lines. 
surveyor or. t h s  conpass,  a chain m a n  and survey a s s i s t a n t ,  and an 
i n s t s u x m t  man t o  tak ing  readings  and recordin,- da.ta. 

The surveys siiou3.d be c a r r i a d  out over a 9erio.i of Jme, J u l y ,  a d  
AuLxust, each sUPiTer. 

:.’ken 313. t h?  daka is o>t&ned, ezch fdl, i t  could he run C ’ l r o ~ ~ h .  
t h e  computers f o r  c o r r e c t i o n s  as t o  topograyhy, t enpe r s tu re ,  a l t i t u d e ,  
and t h e  in fo rna t ion  could be s e t  ou t  i n  t t . e  form of &i i n t e l l i g e n t  
geophysical and geo log ica l  repor t .  

:hen t h e  e n t i r e  arez  has beer. surveyed t:iorou,~llly and  the f u 3 . l  (iata 
co.npi1-d. we cculd  a l l  hayre a loo!< a t  t he  ::!.cti:r2 t o  de te rmire  ti.? 
azo*aly r i c t i i r e ,  t h e  locx t ion  of various 2uzr tz  vc5.nr; an:! ot‘rer 
g e o l o z i c d  fezt ixrs ,  z x i  a t  tikt t i n e ,  3 ;I?:lsior s o ~ l c i  bs t n x i e  if 
i t  i s  ~conomicall : ,  f e  ih1.e t o  fi~ill csrt.=.i- ar?qs fo- ed+itioi?.?.  

Fach crew should consis t  of a p r o j e c t  engineer, a 

2. 

3. 

4. 

de::.t!.ope,r,t ;.or!<. 



. 
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Alt3ough two of t he  people on each surver  crew ,vould h v e  t o  be w e l l  q u d i f i e d ,  
it is  possib1.e t h j t  t h e  otI .er  two members c m l d  be obtained throuzb P!anpowcr, and 
we understand t h e  Federa l  Xanpower System would pay 6 0 J o f  t h e  wafes f o r  t he  
p e o r l e  taken o?f lJnemplop!ent Insurance.  

We would undertake t o  supe rv i se  and provide t h e  s k i l l s ,  adminis t ra t ion  snd 
in s t rumen t s  t o  carry out  this work, but we propose t h a t  you s u y l y  a cash flow, 
t o  cove r  wages for  t h e  personnel ,  trazLsportation and cam? f a c i l i t i e s ,  i n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  hel_oing us  smooth the way t o  zet co-operation from o the r  Government 
Departments. 
o v e r a l l  u n d e r s t a n c h g  p o t e n t i a 1 , v a l u e  of t hese  i n t e r e s t i n g  claims. 

We are  th ink ing  of some type of convenant whereby you p a r t i c i p a t e  on a 60-40 
ownership bas i s .  

In t h i s  +'P nozrihl:r t he  road could be c l e z r e d  t o  z e t  a wortlnwhils .I' ,~ 

P l e a s e  advise  i f  you are in- te res ted  in discuss ing  this matter fu r the r .  

Yours ve-7 t r u l y ,  , 
V I V A  VETTUdES 3%. (Z'LZIL) 

c.c.: Herbert  X. Kee, Ph.3. 
Department 01 Tndust-rial  Development, 
Trade, and. Commerce 
Province of B r i t i s h  Columbia 



0 MEMORANDUM 

Dr. S t u a r t  S. Holland TO ................................................................... z ......... 
Chief Geologis t ,  

..................................................................................... 

11 FROM THE 

DEPARTMENT OF MINES 
AND PETROLEUM RESOURCES 

Ju ly  5 .......... 74 ..................................................................................... VICTORIA, B.C., ......................................... 19. Geological Divis ion 

WHEN REPLYING PLEASE REFER 

TO FILE No. .................................. 

re B.C. Wonder Eroup 

Heft L e t t e r  from Viva Ventures dated June 27, 1974 

The B.C. Wonder was t h e  group name f o r  s e v e r a l  Crown-granted 
mineral  claims e a s t  of  Tranqui l  Creek. Copper-iron showings occur 
on t h e  Gen. James M. (Lot 3l8), American Wonder (Lot 386), and Iron 
Duke (Lot 3 2 5 ) ,  and these  claims are ou t l ined  i n  r e d  on t h e  
accompanying map. The showings are descr ibed by Brewer (MMAR 1916, 
p. 330)  and the  genera l  geology by Lynott (MMAR 1946, p. 184). 

Lenses of l imestone a r e  s t rung  out  i n  a northwest d i r e c t i o n  i n  
meta-andesite, and skarn i s  developed along t h e  contac ts .  Magnetite, 
p y r r h o t i t e ,  and cha lcopyr i t e  occur as disseminat ions and as massive 
pockets i n  the skarn.  The w i d t h  of  mine ra l i za t ion  on t h e  American 
Wonder i s  10 fee t ,  and on the  Gen. James M. i s  about t h e  same, but  on 
the  I ron  Duke i s  unknown. Lengths and depths  have not  been 
determined. 
average m a t e r i a l  and 806% from se l ec t ed  mater ia l .  All t h r e e  samples 
yielded only a t r a c e  of  gold. 

Brewer obtained assays of 2.0 and 2.25 copper from 

The l imestone may poss ib ly  be Quatsino, and t h e r e f o r e  a 
s u b s t a n t i a l  tonnage of ore i s  poss ib le .  
l e n s e s  wi th in  Karrnut s e n / o f o n a n i i a ' - r o c k s  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  would be small. 

If however i t  i s  merely 
--- 

The l e t t e r  refers t o  "gold ve ins  i n  t h i s  area" ,  The only ones 
we know about are the  Yankee Boy, Gold Flake,  and Fandora; the  l a s t  
two are, o r  were, held by Moneta Porcupine Mines. A t  o t h e r  places  
i n  t h e  l e t t e r  i t  i s  not  c l e a r  which claims a r e  r e f e r r e d  to .  

The f i r s t  need i n  any work on the  B.C. Wonder group i s  geologica l  
mapping, t o  determine whether t h e r e  i s  any size p o t e n t i a l .  
ground magnetometer survey could be done t o  h e l p  o u t l i n e  skarn zones, 
bu t  soph i s t i ca t ed  geophysical surveys do not appear warranted a t  t h l s  
s tage .  
t o  t e s t  f o r  depth. 

A simple 

The money would be b e t t e r  put i n t o  d r i l l i n F ,  f o r  assays and 

G.E.P. Eastwood. 



48 Vandeventer St., 
P r ince ton ,  N. J., 
February 11, 194'7, 

I .--- _ _  - -  - -. . - . * _ _ L c _ *  - <  __.-. ----,  

I 
Chief Mining Engineer, t 
B. C. Dept. of Mines, 1 

D r .  Hartley Sargent ,  i 

V i c t o r i a ,  B. C. - . I  1 . ,.- - 
_, c 

1 -  .,'- &&d 

Dear D r ,  Sargent :  

Fu r the r  t o  m y  l e t t e r  o f  February 
9 th ,  I would l i k e  t o  suggest  an amendment t o  the  
legend o f  t h e  map of  t h e  bloscena property.  

The m a t e r i a l  coloured i n  h e l i o t r o p e  
includes both  con tac t  b r e c c i a ,  ( a  mass of angular  
fragmental  skarn  and amphibol i t ic  m a t e r i a l  w i t h  i n t e r -  
s t i t ia l  f i l l i n g  of  g r a n i t i c  m a t e r i a l ) ,  and skarn and 
amphibol i te  without  t h e  g r a n i t i c  ma te r i a l .  I d o  n o t  
be l i eve  t ha t  su r face  outcrops  were of' s u f f i c i e n t  e x t e n t  
t o  j u s t i f y  d i f f e r e n t i a t i n g  t h e  b recc ia ,  non-brecciated 
m a t e r i a l ,  ska rn  o r  amphibolite.  Skarn predominates by 
f a r  i n  t h e  exposures and is probably a l t e r e d  impure 
l imes tone ,  c a n t a c t  metamorphosed. I t h e r e f o r e  b e l i e v e  
it would be  b e t t e r  t o  l a b e l  t h e  hel iotrope-coloured 
a r e a s  "Contact b r e c c i a ,  skarn o r  amphibolite". 

Best  regards  t o  Urse Sargent  and 
y o u r s e l f ,  

Yours v e r a  t r u l y ,  

k J. Lynott .  

1. 


