
Dr. J. T. Fyles,
Deputy Minister,
Ministry of Mines and Petroleum Resources,
BUILDINGS.

Ministry of
Mines and
Petroleum Resources

September

1837 Fort
Victoria,

Province of
British Columbia _,.

Dear Dr. Fy1es:

Re: 1aG1.-tioD Survey of Proposed
l'glJIltp'.tmj,ct

A request has been received from Mr. Robert E. Skelly, M.L.A.,
for a copy of a report on a radiation survey of the proposed Birch Island
Project conducted last spring by Mr. Elias of our Division.

A copy of this report is enclosed and it will be noted that
radiation levels about the Birch Island area proposed mining site were
found to be no higher than the background levels about Little Fort or
Kamloops, B.C. There was no radiation hazard under the permissible
limits established by the Atomic Energy Board Regulations.

However, due to lack of ventilation in "dead-end" underground
workings, readings above the permissible level were found in these
headings. Any radon gas and daughters that reach the outside atmosphere
from these headings are quickly diluted by natural air currents to levels well
below the established permissible levels. (In the meantime the District
Inspector has ordered that all mine entrances be closed to protect against
inadvertent access).

A Dr. McKenzie of the Brookfield Medical Centre at Clearwater
had requested a copy of this report earlier, and on June 29, 1978 the
results of the radiation survey were sent to him. It would, therefore,
seem to be in order that the same results be sent to Mr. Skelly, and I
would recommend that this be done. However, it would be appreciated
if you would consider this matter, and possibly receive the views of
the Minister, and advise concerning your opinion on the release of the
aforementioned information to Mr. Skelly.

!~r~~Y~l/2~uJ~"
w. C. Robinson, P. Eng.,
Chief Inspector of Mines

WCR/tr
Encl.
c.c. E. R. Mac~or •
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l June 20, 1978

Mr. P.M. Osberg
Canadian Scientific Pollution

and Environmental Control Society
1603 West 4th Avenue
Vancouver, B.C.
V6J lL8

Dear Mr. Osberg:

This will acknowledge your letter received
June 12, 1979, outlining the views of your society
on uranium mining in British Columbia. In responding
to your letter, I would like to review for you the
status of the Consolidated Rexspar Minerals and Chemicals
Ltd. project and the position of the Provincial Government
in general.

As you know, a public meeting regarding the project
was held at Clearwater in December, 1977. I am not
aware that any environmental or engineering studies are
currently being undertaken, but can indicate that prior
to any prop("~:'C:i:~Lactivity, the Uranium Steering Conunittee
will meet with the company to outline the necessary
requirements for Stage II.

Mining activities for metallic minerals, including
uranium, must comply with the Mines Regulation Act which is
administered by my Ministry. For uranium and other
radioactive materials, mining and processing activities must
also comply with the Atomic Energy Control Act and
Regulations which are administered by the Atomic Energy Control
Board. This Federal agency administers the requirements laid
out in licencing guide no. 31. In British Columbia, a number
of professional engineers on the staff of the Inspection and
Engineering Division of my Ministry have received specill
training sponsored by the Board at Elliot Lake, Ontario, and
have been given authority by the AECB to enforce all laws and
regulations issued by the Federal Government in this Province.
Thus, all exploration, development a~d potential mining and
milling activities in British Columb~'& must conform with both
Provincial and Federal Statutes.

Recently, there have been a number of commissions and
inquiries concerning uranium mining and processing held by
various jurisdictions. The report of the Bayda Commission
in Saskatchewan was released last Thursday, and we are
currently awaiting its receipt in Victoria. An inquiry is
a180 in proqress at Elliot Lake, Ontario, and the results of

•••••• /2
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t.his review will be made available to us when it 18
complet.ed. In addition, Bill C-14 is before the Federal
Parliament, which proposes to replace t.he Atomio Enerqy
Con~rol Aot with the Nuolear Control Act. It is
ant.icipated that some revision of the Requlations for
uranium mininq will result from these hearings and inquiries
whioh will be taken into account as we review proposed
uranium mining development in British Columl;do.

I have consistently stated that no uranium mining
will be allowed to proceed in this province until the
Government is satisfied it is absolutely safe to do so. The
review processes now in place can satisfactorily ensure that
this position will be upheld, and therefore I do not consider
that a jUdicial inquiry is required.

I appreciate the concern that you have expressed, and
thank you for bringing your views to our attention.

Yours sincerely

James R. Chabot
Minister

ERM!blm
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o For your information. o Prepare draft of reply.

o For necessary action. o Return to me.

o Send me copy of reply. o .Return to file.
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Mr. J. Chabot,
Minister of Mines and
Petroleum Resources,
Legislative Building,
Victoria, B.C.

MINISTER M. &P. R.
Canadian Scientific Pollution & Environmental Contro Society 1 :~i /. 8
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Telephone 736-5601 U '( PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS
~2 REFERRED TO DA E 1 lWTJlH. VICTORIA, B.C.
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Dear Mr. Chabot:

On May 19, 1978, at the annual meeting of the B.C. Medical Associa
tion (BCMA) a resolution was passed demanding a "full, open, and impartial"
provincial judicial inquiry into the uranium mining industry. This reso
lution is a reiteration of the position taken by the B.C.M.A. during a
public meeting, sponsored by Consolidated Rexspar Minerals and Chemicals
Ltd. There was in fact unanimous support from all participants in this
meeting for the establishment of a provincial judicial inquiry into the
uranium industry.

Forty-five briefs were submitted at the public meeting in Clearwater
and the hardest hitting rejections of the proposal came from the two
Unions which have the most to gain in terms of jobs from uranium mining
and the medical profession which is tremendously concerned about the im
pact of low-levels of ionizing radiation on human beings.

On March 3, 1978, your office announced that there would be no ura
nium mining in B.C. until the government is satisfied that it's absolutely
safe. SPEC publicly endorsed this position which you had taken. On March
13, 1978, is a letter to SPEC you suggested that there would be hearings
before any specific uranium mining proposals were considered and that in
your view there wasn't as yet any proposal existing which represented a
firmly established development intention and consequently there was no
need for an inquiry.

The time to hold a Province wide, full, open, and impartial judicial
inquiry, to determine whether or not the people in B.C. want to allow
the nuclear industry to establish itself in this province is before any
serious development intentions are present; before the industry spends
several million dollars exploring for uranium (later using this spent
capital as an excuse to allow them to mine).

In the United States, governments, industry and environmental orga~izations

have found that it is tremendously expensive, time consuming and energy
consuming to continually fight "environmental bush fires. m It is much
wiser to discuss these issues openly and from a broader policy perspective.

ASSISTANT DEPUTY MlNrSTER
MINERAL RESOURCES

REC'O JUN 14'78
8iJ

TAINS~YClED
DE·INKED
FIBRE
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For example, there is growing opposition to the nuclear industry, ( every
aspect of it from the front end to the back end) and it may be that the
overwhelming majority of people in B.C. do not want to take the environ
mental risks associated with uranium mining. If this is the case it does
not make any sense to spend large sums of money or to committ considerable
energy to establishing the feasibility, profitablity and acceptability
of each and every proposal presented by the industry. This latter proce
dure has historically only served to polarize the community to an unbear
able degree and should be avoided.

We have the time to establish a Province wide judicial inquiry into
the uranium mining industry and we should do so at the earliest possible
date. We are very interested in your response to these ideas.

Sincerely

/111.{iJ~
P.M. Osberg
SPEC
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June 16, 1978
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Mr. P.M. Osberg
Canadian Sci.nellie Pollut1oft

and Environmental COllt.J:ol Society
1603 West 4th Avenue
Vancouver, il.C.
VGJ' lL8

D.arMr. Osberqs

ft'h.ls''fill acknowledge your let'tar received
June 12, 197& I o1,Jtlininq t',lQ Vi€lWR o·f your SOCi.f}ty

on uranium min.iuq in Driti9h ColUJa!:)ia. In responding
to your letter, I would like to review for you the
st.atus of th~! Consolidated Rexspar~';inaral$ and Ch.cu!licals
Ltd. project and the position of thflProvinclal GOVt,;rrnment
in genoral.

frhere has been no activity on the Cleao7llter projact
since a moat.ing ""as h~ld lntha t cormnunity in {)ecol.\ber, 1977.
I am not aware that any tUlvirorun;o.n. t:al engin'H~rinq atudiea
aracu.rrently .~ r;in~ tUv](I~rt.akon, Lut can indicatf:: that crior
to 8.ny prOpOSe(l activity,. th~~ t"rallium S't€:erinl.J C()t).l'·ilt.'t~~H:~

"Jill racet '(o(ith thl.;~ cor;w)an:,' to o\l";lin~~ th~~~ IV!l'CeS~H'trv

roquirt:nnents 'for ~taqe 'I I.

tr1ininq i:I1ctivi ti(~:; for metallic 7'.\in.::.~,rals, inclu·,l.ing
uraniul'\1, Imjst cOTl·l.ply ''dit.h tne ~ilin't:~s ;1:(~qllla.ti()n l\.ct ~lI1nici,'l is
adL'\inist:er(lHl l.;;y my "'~ini5t.ry. For uran.iurn and otht:~r

radioactive materials, mining an(~ procesRinq activitl~6 l'iilU8t
a180 cotoply with the Atornic Ener;rr- Cl.')n tr<:>l Act aOt.i
Regulations which are adrtlinister~.:.d by the l\tomic Cner9Y Control
Board.. Th1- Pederal aqency ad'llinistere the r&quirf;'\lftent6 laicS
out licenoing guide no. )1. In !;$rltiah Cc-lul'J!.\it'l t a nur~~her of
prof(?9sional e:ngineors on the staff of t>,~\ rtt8P~~cti.on fHH:l

i~nqinee~ring Division of rrryMiniBtry llave rec(~iv(~,J ar'cci..al
training sponsored by the Board at. Ellio\: l..aJ<c, {)nt.ario, and
havo t)E~en. given author!ty by the J.\J;'~CB to enforce all laf;IS and
r8~lulation9 i.sued by t.he Federal i";oV!)rnment tn. tl"'lia Province.
'1'h\.13, all &xploration, de"/,elortl1erd: and pott:~nt!al fC4inin9 and
milling activlti•• in Bxltlah Columbia muet conform wit.h both
Provincial and Federal Statutes •

• ecent.ly, 'there have been annumber of co»uni8sione and
lnquiI'1.. concel'nin fo] uraniUl1l sa1nin9 and processing hold by
various j ur1.diea't:jv)ns. Tho repoX't of. th(~ Bayda COl~tu.••loa
in S••Jta~oh.""D 'I•• 1:81••••<1 1••t. Thuraday, and we are
aurrent.ly a"altln9 it.1 r.ceipt in Victoria. An inquiry 1.
alao 1ft P~09J:'••• at Elliot Lake, Ontario, and ~h. r ••ults of
~hl. by!e. ,,111 be ..de a",al1able UJ U8 when it 1.
coatplet.ed. la a4dlt.loft, a111 C-14 1. before the red....l

•••••• /2
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Province of
British Columbia ~

Dr. R.E. ~acKenzle

Brookfl~ld ~~dlcal Centre
Sox 2576, R.R. #2
Clenn:ater, B.C.
VOE lBO

Ministry 01 Radiation Protection Services
Health Community Hea1!h Programs

--..... 828 West 1Qth Avenue
Vancouver
British Columbia
V5Z lL8
Phone: 874·2331 c ~

7Ji~ J. w

i;'~i8'~'.' .. - .,.)

PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS
VICTORIA, B.C.

Cear Dr. t:acKen'm:

Your letter o~arch 30th, 197~ to Dr. John Gorry concernIng drill-holes
In the proposed uranl~D mine sIte at BIrch Island has been forwarded for
my ccmr.ents.

~J.
fa;:;

Radon 222 results from tG'a Rho-partIcle decay of radl~~ 220. Raden Is
a no~le gas and therefor coe~ not react chemically wIth other elements.
As a result It Is nut met~Hzed by the body. When radon Is Inhaled It Is
ejected by the body very rapIdly. In foct even when radon gas, absorbed
In water, Is Ingested the bIological half life Is 3S r.llnutes.

Radon 222 Is however radioactIve wlt~~half life of 3.82 days. ThIs radIo
actIvIty In an opan envlronlr.ent Is o~--t'lttle consequence, e.g., the period
of breathIng Is very short conpared to the radIoactIve half life and as
a result the actual radIation exposure of an Individual due to radon 222
~Iould be extremely small. wIth thIs In t:1lnd the InternatIonal CommIssion
on RadiologIcal ProtectIon (ICRP) has not esta~lshed a maximum permissible
body burden. However, they have established a ~~Imum pert:1lsslble con
centratIon In aIr for workers contInuously breat Ing aIr contaInIng radon
222. thIs t:1axlmum permIssIble concentration (MP ) Is 30 pCI/I. this Is a
relatIvely small amount of radioactIvIty. However one t:1ust remeober we are
talking about a chronIc eXflosure for 40 hours per week.

The sItuatIon you descrIbed In your letter where there has been occasIonal
vIsIts to a remote area does not constItute a chronIc exposure. Even In
areas of Canada wh~re there are large deposits of naturally occurrIng
uranIum the emlnatlon of radon Is relatively low. In those sItuatIons where
a small hazard was IdentIfIed the solutIon was Improved ventIlatIon. The
prl~ary hazard Is not the radon 222 but the decayIng daughter products
~Ihlch become attached to dust particles and may In turn be Inhaled. A9aln
even In these sItuatIons we are talkIng about chronic exposures and not an
occasIonal walk-by.
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I hope this InformutJon will assIst you In ans\~rlng questIons posed by
your patients and other r.embers of your community. Should you have further
questions regarding datal I dosImetry of radon and racon daughter products
please feel fte~ to contact ~~ at ~ny time.

Sincere ly yours,

,/;: ,,~'{-r.(..; .. ~. ~

H. ~AYhS Gi\t:ENE. Ph.D.
Head
RadIatIon ProtectIon Service

--....

./

H~lG/Qh

cc: Dr. John D. Garry,
Me.dlcal Director
K.a~loops, a.c.

- ..
-- ... ' . ....

"bee: Hon. James A. Nielsen
Minister of En'vlronment' ' .

.

.~

" Hon. James R. Chabot
MInister of Mines & Pet. Resources

l

- ,

~
L

I

' ... <''';'



...--
.:

...

April 11, 1978

Dr. R. E. MacKenzie
Brookfield Medical Centre
Box 398
Clea~Gter, B.C. VOE Ina

Dear Dr. Mac...'\:enzle:

Thank you for your letter of March 3D, 1978 concerning "the
possible emanation of Radon gas from boreholes at Birch Island.

I understand that Mr. S. Elias, our Environmental Inspector
of Hines in Vancouver, has contacted you by telephone today and that
access to the drilling site is not too good at the present time. Mr.
Elias tells I:le that you will get in touch with him when conditions·
are core suitable for a site inspection and that you will point out
the location of the drill holes at that time. A survey of the whole
area will be made for Radon gas and if any further action is necessary
it will then be taken.

Your concern in this matter is recognized and appreciated.

Yours sincerely,

James R. Chabot
MINISTER

VED:lr

~
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23. ~)t{ cf1nJe.·tjon, eM. fJJ .
cR. 9. fl/l/oo[{a1.d, eM. 'D.

C. dI--1am, cIl1.13.,CI'z. B.
~. t cMac!7(e.nzle., cAt 'D. C.o11.

/ !B'LOOkfu..lJ cA1e.Ji.cal t!e.nt'l.£.
BOX 2576, R.R,2

CLEARWATER, B.C. VOE INO

TELEPHONE 674-3319

o. March 28, 1978
T. March 30, 1978

The Hon. James R. Chabot
Minister of Mines and Petroleum Resources
c-o The Parliament Buildings
Victoria, B.C. V8V 1X4

Dear Mr. Chabot:

On occasion, members of the Ye1lowhead Ecologi
cal Association have walked on the site of the proposed uran
ium mine at Birch Island. We have seen drill-holes and core
samples in some number, as well as a shaft which has been sunk
in one area.

This seemed to be of little or no consequence
until we received anecdotal evidence that test-drilling in B

farming area of Dakota may have released significant quantities
of Radon gas from the ore body that was tested.

There was no study conducted at that time regard
ing an increase in nausea, vomiting or dysentery, but ward-of
mouth from farm to farm seemed to indicate that the farmers were
encouraging those whose land was not drilled to refuse any ex
ploration. The reasons given were that livestock and families
would become ill. We do know that when Senator McGovern was
made aware of the situation, these test holes were capped.

We feel that because of the number of these drill
holes, and their proximity to the community, an evaluation should
be made now of the level of Radon gas in the vicinity of the
test-holes and mine shaft.

We would further suggest that, until the enquiry
is under way, and until there are more definite plans surround
ing the development of Birch Island, these test-holes and the
mine shaft its~lf should be covered or filled by the company.

Thank you for your attention and concern in this
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Sincerely,
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-c- 13. dUo cIInJcHon, dU.2).

d? 9. <11'oo{{a'lJ. dU.2).
.3. cII. .Lam. dU. !E., Ch.13.
d? E. dUac:!J(cnzic. dU. 'D., C.d11.

!B'toOkfi£(J tdUE.Ji.ca( C!E.ntu
BOX 398

CLEARWATER. S.c. VOE iNO

TELEPHONE 674-3319

Originals, carbon copies or photocopies or this
letter are being sent simultaneously to:

Or.
O

John D. Garry, r-1edical Director (original)
South Central Health Unit,' Karnloops, B.C.

Mr. Ken Christianson, c-o the above address (c. copy)

The Hon. Len f-':archand
Minister of the Enviro~T.ent (Canada) (photocopy)

The Hen. Ja~~s A.: Nielsen
~inister of the Environ~~nt (B.C.) (original)

\/'The Hen.James R. Chabot
Minister of Mines & Petroleum Resources (B.C.)

(original)

& Chemic~ls Limited
(Dennison Minco)

Consolidated Rexapar Minerals
P.O. Box "0, Royal Sank Plaza
Toronto, Ontario MSJ 2K2

(photocopy sent via registered mall)

Consolidated Rexspar Minerals & Che~icalg LimIted
Calgary, Alberta (Dennison Hines)

(photocopy sent via registered ~ail)

Kilborn Engineering (B.C.) Ltd.
1199 West Pender Street
Vancouver. B.C. V6E 2R1 (photocop~)
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Deal' Mr. Olt....,

April 6, 191',

'---

I!. Un"'. Kiaiaa 1. Il'i,ieh Col_ia

Vicla y.f.l'ace to YOUI' ....et about the Birch 1.1a4 Project ad the
nplati... related to .._1_ Id.aial. I _ '1..... to prond. the f.l1owlal
iaf...tioa.

1. lire" lal••' Pro,••t !bel'. baa 'be. DO activity oa thi. '1'O,••c aiacet_ Cl t.1' ".tiq 1rl Deeeaber 1977. 'l'hen &1'8 ItO ell'ril"01lMllt.l 01'

-al ri.. et_1.. b.l.. 4OD. at , t. It would a".al' that tbe ,n-
.,.c, •• 1tMa ,.. _ eM ••1f t... the , _t. 'rior to "Y' prope•••
..ti-.lty eM 11n.Bi_ 'teenDI e-itt_ will ••t with the CoMPny to
outl1". t'be ry nqui..-,e. t attaah copt.e of ncnt atat_e.
I'e.anla. the _t••tiea ....epoutltle for 'n'riutal COIltn1••

2. Lie_1M'" "Ql!tiou TIae Atoale -1'11 Coatrol Board i... penite
a.jeet 'e the ....ut..._t. latd ••t ill Lic_illl Odd. No. '1 (att.che.).
81x 01 OU1" lDa,..tol"-lali_n baYa tab. the A.I.C.I. eoul'•• at 111iot
tau •• b.... Mea Ii.....choney bY' A.I.C.I. to .fon. all 1_ •••
"'Iuetifta i ..... by elM ' ••1'&1 eow.....t. l1l ••eliti., • co.,.y i •
....dl'.. 'e ••t all _.4itiou of 'n-ri.aclal ec.tut•••

:s. ,...tal Gai.liMa Prio~ '0 Mecial ••t 'l'O'riactal ....utn.Dt. tbe
.....-.t will H9tw the liul ...,.na of ebe j_101&1 iequid.. 1_
sa.bleb_a a. ODterio. ta _"lieD. Itl1 C-14 1. befon P.rlu.at
_teh clwa... til. At..to _raJ Coat l Act to the ••1.ar Coatnl Mt
•• ltd._ will .......... of the ,1:_ _requlnM_ta (attach••). With
thea.....1.. nriaS.ou it 1e to our .elY..t ... to valt for tb1a tal.1'
_ttn befon ....1oplaa Pft't'i.u1al Gut.••l1au.

4. '.lic II.... Will 'be ft4Iutncl .41.1: 1111 C-14. lucl..r CoDe....1 Act.

I , ....t ,bat , .... pouca ..... c1adfiH _ of J'OUt' afta. of eeoeen.

1'"" ata.8nly,

J__ L Chabot

IttaUC81:

cal .... J_. Ble1_
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To:

o For your approval. ...n:Prepare reply for my signature.

o For your information. o Prepare draft of reply.

o For necessary action. o Return to me.

o Send me copy of reply. o Return to file.

o For your comments. D For signature.

o Wish to discuss.

REMARKS:

o (100) "
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197 8
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GORDON F. GIBSON. M.L.A.
104,115115 PEMBERTON AVENUE

NORTH VANCOUVER, B.C.

V7P ass
TELEPHONE 880.0557

_ .. ,.- .--....-----~.- 'Kon. James Chilfo-t ..- .... '" ----.'
Mi~1.:tel' .of .Mil)es'"
Parltament Buildings
Victoria, B. O.
vav 1x4

--',,,-,,,-

ASSISTANT DEPUTY MINISTER
MiNERAL RESOURCES

I REC'O F£B 17'78 169
I

REFERRED TO DATE INITIAL
D.M.
i. &P.
~J='nJCOl Hon. James Neilsen

Dear Jill I

I am getting.an inoreas~ng amount of corres
pondence .,with re.,pec1; ~0 t~e.,J)i:roh Island
uraniUll mine. I know that this has been a
sub je()t ,(jf I?~~"~na~ Q~Ja~'rii.~9 YC)l~.··'-Jl.d..
wOlild be grat,tu~ ~olt~()w 'X~~1;~y,."b_t ..... " _.
provi:.nc~.l.m~nj.ng r~gg.1,,:tien8, investigations
and public hearings must Be satisfied before
8uch,mi1'l~J1g,cou+dproceed?

YOur:;~::/ i
Go~~:~7~ D••~.Ld~.
Leader ot the Liberal Party

in arit~.•b., Colwn'b1a

MINISTER'S OFFICE

LlECEIVED

i:: F. i] 14 1978

PAKLIAIVIENT BUILDINGS
VICTORIA, B.C.
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February 9
1 9 ? 8

Hon. James Neilsen
Minister of the Environment
Pai'llament 3ul1din~s
Victoria, • c. ~,

vav lX4

Dear Jim I

I am gettin~ an lncreasin~ amount of corres
pondence with respect to the uirch Island
uranium mine. I know that this has been a
BUbject of personal concern to you, and
would be grateful to know exactly what
provincial environmental regulations, lnv••
tlgatione and public hearings must be satis.
tied before mining could proceed?

Yours sincerely,

Gordon F. Gibson, M.L.A.
lA.der ot the L1beral Party

1n British Columbia

CCI Hon. James Chabotl~

MINISTER'S OFFICE

RECEIVED

FEB 1,± 1978

PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS
VICTORIA, B.C.



Gordon F. Gibson, M.L.A.
Leader of the Liberal Party
104, 1515 Pemberton Avenue
NORTH VANCOUVER, B. C.
V7P 2S3

Re: Uranium Mining in British Columbia

With reference to your !r~~rst about the Birch Island q (
Project and the regulations~~.q f~ee1 i:R ~r~ium mi~ing, c:;:7~/I~/~~·.
tJote following is lItd,..hl;8Q,· , $ vP~<~ ~t7*~ -C:t:Y~1!...~.
1.

2.

3.

4.

Birch Island Project - There has been no activity on
this project since the Clearwater Meeting in
December 1977. There are no environmental or
engineering studies being done at present. It
would appear that the project has been put on the ,
shelf for the presentifi'ifiri or to any propose!L J
activity the Uranium ;i]Committee ~~meet

wi th the .. company.., .t."o o~lin~ the :Y.,n,.'cessary requ~r.=,z:.." ~.l.~,' . J . .'
ments. a9~£p-~ ~~79'~~~<A"To/~
~' ~~".\ " ..,?~ ...u-'~-"~ff::'~I~.~,'l~

Licensing an! Regulations - The Atom~c Energy Control
Board issue permits subdect to the requirements
laid out in Licensing Guide No. 31 (attached). Six
of our Inspectors-Engineers have taken the A.E.C.B.
course at Elliot Lake and have been given authority
by A.E.C.B. to enforce all la~~,~_...=.:.~~lations issueA..__---.--~~~ ')
by the Federal Government. VA company~a:.Q:¥'required

to meet all~ .. ! emeiit~tlncler Provincial statutes.
""''L.~

Provincial Guidelines - Prior to setting out Provincia~ '~A . f~

requirements the government wishes tg li'8i~ for the~~
final reports of the judicial inquiries in Saskatchewan .• > -+_ ~

and Ontario. In addition, Bill C-14 is befo!~ --a!."...... "t..,; £~~ ~,I~j
Parliament which changes the~the Nuclear tt4,"T'
Control Act'':ltiQQ will change some of the present~
requirements (attached1•...t.:With these pen,ding it ¥Hi "$ r/.../:'. .
Q.e advantage.. to 'wrrt~~nformation~ ..... s.tudyit!\g ~r""j
Provincial Guidelines. ~

Public Hearings - Will be required under Bill C-14,
Nuclear Control Act.

I trust that these points have clarified some of your
areas of concern.

Yours sincerely,

Hon. James C. Chabot

cc: Hon. 3ames Neilsen



'"'i~6·li·~(\·RANDUM FROM .... ~ .•.~.•.. ~~.I?~ .~.~~ .. ~~ ~x:tg~.

T~ ..............• E.R••~CJ,A<>r, ..'••..•••••••••.•...•.••.•••.••
. Assistan";utY Minister .

..............................., . THE DEPARTMENT OF

fAINES AND PETR01.EUM RESOURCES

DATE .. A.. .A.p:r~J ..~9} ~...

Re: Birch Island Project - Federal Fisheries

Following are a few points in relation to the above project.

1. Subsequent of the Clearwater meeting in December 1977 there
has been no activity on the part of Consolidated Rexspar.
B.C. Research is doing no environmental studies and
Kilburn Engineering has done no work on the project.
Mr. DeBastiani has advised no further work will be done
on the property at this time.

2. If studies are re-activated a considerable amount of monitoring
will be required as well as additional studies for a
Stage II Report.

J
3. The Uranium Mining Steering Committee has remained relatively

inactive because of the dormant situation at Birch Island.
To date Mr. B. Heskin has not been requested to join the
Committee but will be asked in the near future.

4. A bibliography on Uranium Mining and Milling and associated
subjects is in the process of being put together.

-~--- ...,-----.
ASSISTANT DEPUTY MINISTER

; M!NERAl RESOURCES.
i

; REC'D ~.oR is '78 ~10

i~.~:.fRRfiiTO DATE INITIAL

IE. & P.
1__-------1-__1-__-1

GEOl.
~-- ..------4--_--1 -1

INSP.
1--------1---+---1
TITLES

FILE

y~

J.D. McDonald, P.Eng,
Senior Reclamation Inspector

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA

JDM/bm
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March 20, 1978

The Honourable James Chabot, M.L.A.,
Minister of Mines and Petroleum Resources,
Government of British Columbia,
Parliament Buildings,
Victoria, British Columbia.
V8V IX4

Dear Mr. Chabot:

PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS
VICTORIA, B.C.

As you would expect, I have been hearing a great deal
from a large number of people concerned about
Consolidated Rexspar Minerals and Chemicals Limited's
proposal to open a uranium mine at Birch Island.

Although my Department is not a member of the Uranium
Mining Steering Committee established by your Ministry
to coordinate the review of plans for the development,
Environment Canada has nonetheless been closely involved
in assessing environmental aspects of the proposal.

In a public statement last December, I expressed my
concern about the merits of this plan, which poses
environmental risks which I believe are out of proportion
to the expected benefits it might bring. I have
instructed my officials, as I said in my December
statement, to subject this proposal to the most rigorous
possible scrutiny under Federal statutes, particularly
the Regulations relevant to mining activities under the
Fisheries Act.

I have also made it clear that I am giving this proposal
my closest personal attention, and I would like to be
assured that you are also placing a personal priority on
the Birch Island situation.

.. --.--...... ..

House of Commons
Ottawa, Canada
K1AOA6

Chambre des communes
Ottawa,. Canada
K1A OA6
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As you are aware, present technology does not
permit abandonment of such developments without
continued treatment and maintenance in perpetuity
to prevent seepage of contaminants from tailings
ponds. This fact alone seems sufficient reason to
question the wisdom of allowing this mine to proceed.

I am sending a copy of ~his letter to your colleague,
the Honourable James Nielsen, with whom I discussed
this matter in Victoria last December.

Yours sincerely,

~J~
Len Marchand

___ -I

OE
ut!'T't Ir.~'.--'-~ (' c n r ,[" u \ 1 \:i.V"~i~\ l;,{ .;t tJ,. 'r. \:...

REC'O \.;i,~ ' .. ~ '-8~ 6 -l) Ii'\1;'\ (' (.. { • .1' ~

~FERRED~O_L_DA1E

A.n.M.--A.O.P.
A.S.
M.R.

.--.•
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URANIUM MINING STEERING COMHITTEE

PUBLIC MEETING: CLEARWATER, B.C.

BIRCH ISLAND PROJECT: CONSOLIDATED REXSPAR

MINERALS AND CHEMICALS LTD.

The Steering Committee would like to make the following

statement at the beginning of this Public Meeting. After a

review of the Stage I Report and the review by government

agencies, the Committee decided that it was necessary for the

project to be outlined to the citizens in Clearwater and

surrounding area, and their concerns on the technical aspects

of the project would be taken into account. The Committee

requested the Company to hold a public meeting in Clearwater

to explain their project and answer questions relating to the

project. The concerns of the residents in the area would be

taken into account by t~e Committee and would request the

company to cover this aspect in the Stage II Report.

Role & Planning Process

The Committee's main function is to co-ordinate govern

ment agency reviews of environmental impact assessments and.
to ensure that all standards and specifications set out in

various Federal and Provincial statutes are met before a

decision to develop the mine is taken.

The Committee is composed of representatives from Federal

and Provincial Governments agencies with a direct involvement

in the environmental, regulating and technical aspects of
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the development.

'{.

._-_..-----------
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A. B. Dory, P.Eng., Atomic Energy Control Board.

J. D. McDonald, P. Eng., Ministry of Mines and Petroleum
Resources, Senior Engineer and Inspector, Reclamation,
Stability pits dams, Environmental impact assessments,
co-chairman Coal Guideline Steering Committee.

Dr. J. O'Riordan, Environment Land Use Committee, Secretariat,
Assistant Director, Special Projects, chairman, Coal
Guidelines Steering Committee.

The Secretariat reports to the ELUC, a 9-member Cabinet

Committee which administers the Environment and Land Use Act.

fhis Act requires that all aspects of environment and land use

are considered before any decision on major resource develop-

ment is undertaken. The Secretariat is therefore responsible

for ensuring that impacts on land use, fisheries, wildlife,

recreation, forests, communities and heritage resources are

identified and evaluated.

Process

The Steering Committee has requested the Company,

Consolidated Rexspar Minerals and Cehmicals Ltd., to follow

a four-stage planning process, similar to the established

process of Guidelines fop Coal Development: This process is

applied to all major coal developments in the province.

Uranium mining being new to the province, that established

process used for coal would be followed for uranium mining.

1. Prospectus. A short document describing the location

and design of the mine and related facilities. This was
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prepared in 1976 and most of the information is contained in

the Information Brochure prepared by the Company in November

1976.

2. Stage I Report: Preliminary Environmental Analysis

This report was completed in April, 1977 and outlines i~ more

detail the minesite, development proposal and the preparation

plant together with information on control of liquid and solid

wastes. The main intent of the Stage I Report is to identify

impacts on the natural and social environment and to discuss

alternative approaches to reducing and managing these impacts,

e.g., locations of waste materials, general design of tailings

pond. In addition, the developer is expected to establish a

monitoring program to determine the base-line quality of the

waters and atmosphere surrounding the mine. It is not the

purpose of the Stage I report to detail the pollution control

facilities and other measures required to reduce environmental

impacts as the final engineering and feasibility is not com

plete at this stage. This is the primary function of the

Stage II report.

This report has been reviewed by the various government

regulatory agencies with an interest in th~ project, the

technical concerns expre~sed at today's meeting will be part

of the review process. The comments and advice of all the

agencies and public concerns will be reviewed by the Steering

Committee, and as a result, a set of specific directives will

be issued to the developer to ensure that the Stage II report
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adequately covers those concerns. The Steering Committee

has already met with the Compa~y to discuss the comments

received from the government agencies and these will be

incorporated in the Stage II Report. The meeting with

company was held on August 16th, 1977. A summary of comments

reviewed at the meeting can be obtained by respresentatives

of interested groups, from the Steering Committee.

Stage III

If the project is given "approval-in-principle" then

the developer must prepare final detailed plans for the

approval of specific license and permits.

Provincial Government

(1) Pollut~o~._,~9.~.~rolAct: Permits for discharge of air

emissions and effluents.

(2) ~~~.h~,,~.aJ:19:.,}3~,g\lJ~t.!,2.:t}§: Licenses for use of water.

( 3 ) ~~~..~~9:~!.~!:!2.~ ....~.£~- :

Section 10: Approval of the mining plan by the chief

inspector of mines. This includes tailings dam stability,

dumps and pit.
tt'~)~--r

section 11: Reclamation Permit Authorizing Surface W«Sh:

The Act governs the health and safety of the workman,

in safety regulations, dust and gas exposures, radiation

exposures.

(4) B. C. Land CQmm~.§j.QJ)~l;.p._Acj:.: Authori ty to remove land

from the Agriculturea1 Land Reserve.

~.

q
~.
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(5) !ores_~r~~Act: Timber Removal.

(6) Land Act: Issuance of land leases on crown land and
,,.&'!~"""'''''''''''''''''''''~''''''~''';''''''',.IJ\'}'

issues for right-of-way development.

Federal Government Permits & Approvals

The Atomic Energy control Board has jurisdiction over all

operations where there is radioactivity. In Uranium mining,

the AECB has a review process for issuing permits. The

Steering Committee will co-ordinate the Federal and Provincial

review process to avoid duplication.

1. AEC~ -- permits

Exploration
Construction and Development
Operational
Post operational

2. Environment Canada

Approval of project by fisheries.

Stage IV: Projeot Implementation

Various Provincial Government agencies have specific

and continuing responsibilities during development of the

project into a producing mine and will continue to monitor

specific aspects of the project. The developer is responsible
,

for conforming with government regulations in such key areas

as air and water quality and surface reclamation. The same

applies to offsite facilities. Most intensive monitoring can

be anticipated "through the development phase, during which

accepted guidelines to mitigate construction impacts are
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enforced. Once operational, normal regulatory functions

related to adequacy, safety, .etc., are implemented.

ilJfl/l~kl·
~. D. McDonald, P.Eng.

I/Chairman
Uranium Mining Steering committee
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January 26, 1978,

Nt•• r. M. Handford,
2'25 "'t.h.~. A•••ue,
...t: Vuaou".r, 8. C.

oeaza 1I1..8&,,4f01:'4 f

'fIuult you for J'OU' 1.tul' of Deaellbet: ., 1977 COIleen!D9
the 1••• of OJ:anl.. .t.Dift9 at Cle.I'W8~.", 8. C.... i:he .ojeott
of • ,Ublic bearing_

An.......". vel'. ..de by 'the ~ay, Coa.olld.ted " ••po'
IIlnel'&l. aft4 Cbelllcal. Liat.U4, to ho14 • 1'\dl>11c ...trlDw at
Cl.arwater, 8. C. ift order ~ba~ lftt..re.~.4 cltl.en8 of t.he
~1t:y aftd of ot.her .zoe.. la tbe ProY!nce wou14 h... a"
opport1lDlt.y of 1••mlft9 fi-r.t. band aboat their pR'.at. ftl•
...t.1"9"•• held on Sunda", DeotnIbeI' 11th in ~be oa-.alcy of
Cl.an.tar. ft....t.lft9 ... ".11 .t~.a4e4 aDd npr ".tl•••
of 1:he oeJIIIMUly, ~.lr oonault.aata and NabeI:. of tJle U 1..-
.t....lft. <:.-1_"....... 1. att.••4.ft08. 'fhe ..."t w•• ,,1.4.1y
00Yen4 by the Mdl. a,,4 I ...ve Y01l are a..aZ'. of 110M of
the aooou... Ih0\114 you _lab too obtai" infona~lon that •••
pr•••nte. by the COIIPallY at t.he _.~lft9 ~ ~'ho.. in attendance,
I WO\Ild .u99••' t.hat you write to th.1!.' con8ultaftt., Xilbom
81l9ln••rln9 LlaltecS 1n Van00Vger.

Your••lnc.rely,

J... It. Chabot.,
IIItflSftIl

BM/ph
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tl£PARTMENT OF MINES AND PETROLEU~OURCES

Date: 04-030';;7
From: ~~:A~.

1)-< #.
INSTRUCTIONS

'.' j

~ HI"'JlST£R'S
D For your approval. rrepare reply for-m,. signature.

D For your information. D Prepare draft of reply.

D For necessary action. D Return to me.

D Send me copy of reply. D Return to file.

o For your comments. D For signature.

D Wish to discuss.

REMARKS:

t ~Jl?~

-U/1·,-\

o (100)

-_._...".~

ASSISTANT OEPUTY MINISTER

1 M1NERALJlESOU~~S

I ~,C~~.~
!" • 114! -.

REfERRED TO DATE INITIAL
D.M.
E. & P.
GEOl.
INSP.
TITLES

FILE
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Juu&y 23, 1'78, .

Mrs. B. KUla,
ChalJ:MD.,
Mi••ion and OU~~.ach Co-.it~••,
Qu••n'e A.-nue Unl~ed Church,
529 Que..•• Avenue,.ew •..tm1n.~.J:', 8. C.
'IlL lX2

Dear Mrs. leane:

Your 1.~~.r ~o the Premier re9ae4in9 the Biroh leland
miu baa been pa••ed t.o _ anel I appreciat.e YOQr int.eS'.et..

The policy of the Gova~n~ ~••pec~in9 exploration
and aining for w:aniWl 1. the .....e that for otheX' aiDeral
develOPMnt. 1n t.he Provlnae, recotn!zln9 of cour•• the .peci.l
prec&u1:1ona ..de nec•••ary by ~ radioactiye nat.ure of t.he
allb.t.anoe. COIIpJ:8ben81Ye nvlev prooedure. are 1n place for
all new aine davelOPMftt:8 and. 1ft itb. oa.. of uranlwa, a epeola1
8~.rl.9 C~t.te. haa been ••~ up •• indioated in the pre••
r.l•••• at.tached t.o this l.~"r. P~viDclal .~.n4a1:4s for
••f. alBin9 pract.ice., clu.~ and noi.. cont.n1, ale aDd w.t.er
quallt.y, r801aaat.1on of ~. 111"8 alt. and other faoet.. of
aine 4e..1OPMIli:, haft beea ia place for 80_ t.i.. and we have
• 10ft' baakCJJ:OtUld of .xperl.Dae in workin9 with 'thea. Por
uraniua, ~. r.deral aove~ftt. tbrou9b the At.oad.c HMrCJY
Cont.J:Ol Act. Mel aa9Ulat.1ona, ••~. .~daJ:de and require.
approval. which Che Pro.,.ln01al aoY8rDMn1: can exc••d an4 can
not. overEUle.

% do DOt. f ..l that. • full ju4icial enquizy with public
p.rt101pat.ioa into the pZ'opoaed "...lopll8ft't of t.h. B1nb
1.1a&4 111M ..4 laud\lll lI1aia. 1n 941nera1 ill BzolU.h Col1J11bia,
would ...... aay 0.,,,1 puxpo... All i:b.l..... ha.. beaD
hIlI' a1'" 1ft .llllla.. ....lop-.Dt. i. othel' pUb of C......
• x-iUeb Col...l. will beaefi~ fcoa poliol•• de_lope. 1ft other
.....1...., w111 be .ub'eot. 'to all Peder:al GODU'Ol. for 4e..lop
..... aDd expon, vill aot. hpeat. ai.Uk•• tA.~ ha•• beaD ...
la ODU..lo, a.4 au opt t.o l1J11t. .'IOleaX' 4e'ftlop-.Dt. 1f ve u.
DO•••U.fie. \bat tbe la.....t. of ...IUIIb ColW1bia aD4 it.
eld..... an beia9 ••ned by uay partin1u ....lop-..t..

• • 2
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~ueen's ~ftenue ~niteb Clrqurrq
529 Queen's Avenue, New Westminster, B.C. V3L IK2

0G
{'

C.l,ert,.~""t.· f!J:

MINISTERS:

REV. JOHN M. CASHORE

REV. CHARLES G. RAYMONT

'nhe Honourable:
Premier W. Bennett,
Parliament Building
Victoria, B. C.

Sir:

0EPUlY -1lSmt II. ~e~"&l
/to',....... it'

REC'O ... 3- 98· ,\: ~

R£fEiiRtD_~ 1M11' IIfnA'l.
A.D." ...I

A.D.P.
A.S.

-............--.-.-..-
e~.R.

--,...._¥-

FILE

CHURCH SECRETARY:

MRS. J. HANCOCK

CHURCH TELEPHONE: 522·1606

r 8. 1977

MINISTER'S OFFICE

RECEIVED
DEC 2;j 1977

ENe: 1

Enclosed' please find cop, of a letter to Len Marcha'nd,
Minister of the Envieonment regarding the concern of
members of Queens Avenue United Church regaraing
concern about health and eological hazards from the
_r osed uranium mine on Birch Island.

rASS'sl(\NT O-EP-U-T-Y"'M"-\N-'S-~-"ER:l Yours respectfully,

\ MINERAL RESOUnCES /A . ~/. h.-J 0

'9']8 , 'f ~..,~~ I \ Cl1~><-
\ REC'O J~N 1 0 (Mrs. B. Kane)
~. -~~li tN\T\t\\.. Chai!'man, Mission & Outreach Committee
\\REMfERRE\l TO D~ t _.

O..
-E. '- P.'_.---1r---"

---,----'" .......~ .... --'-...-------
AC

1/ ~: " .. ,,~: ~- f' (' '-: r) C' ,,,{~ t'\ i \ \..! '.J L. ".:. :J 'd :. L D'

P
n rm~ f\ f.' ~. ",n \,",1 (' 0'" ::,' ~ \ C..,' .-
1\ t:. I oj i C i\ .:J' r r t.

DATE _ &&4 · ~it-h7-
QJ~
-

PAKLtAMENT BUILDINGS
VICTORIA, B.C.

~~~~~w~~
,", .... (" q r. '( "'7
UL .' \~:1 UI

PREMIER'S OFFICE



(@ueen's J\ftenue ~nite{) C!Tqurtq
529 Queen's Avenue, New \Vestminster, B.C. V3L IK2

• Len i";,'}rc·~.~and.t

of the Environment,
P0rliament BUildings,
Ot. tS;,J'8, t Ont!·~r10.

D~ar Sir:

jGle;Jlbers of the eenli,:re'~;tion of ueenc
t New ,estmin r, gre conoerned

develop,ut(;.f. t 03:: the u;/rr:::nitlY;l

MINISTERS:

REV. JOHN M. CASHORE

REV. CHARLES G. RAYMONT

CHURCH SECRETARY:

MRS. J. HANCOCK

CHURCH TELEPHONE: 522·1606

December • 19'77

'\iVt.E;').ue Un,ited
t.he

on::;il~C I~11',nd.

:e are concerned about the health
of an open t "dr~€) '1r~dstron 1y
doveloJ:;ment of thismi!)e unt
be •

ecolorical &Srects

enclo;)in,'
senl€' 12,;

re<!lH;·:t::.n S~J(;L .;;1 m.or~~tor~;jm

fol1.cHrJ .;'un( y r;ervice.

Your? respectfully,

Ii.-w--:J; fi t''''~
(.'<,r;!. • J;"nr~(})

t Outre~c Co~nittee.

---'-----------------4'
M~NfSrER Of MiNES AND PETROLEU~1 RESOURCES
To:0(~.

INST~tUCTIONS

C W;:;h t) dj~cu:::s ",,:/'p)lS.l f repare reply for my signature.

Ll For your inLwn~·tion. n Prepare drztt cf rep:y.

[1 For n.::::essary acli011. 1"-1' l' t_. ,.e urn tJ mao

o Send me CO)y ct rcp:y. [J for )'o:..lr coramcnts.

DATE: cf2vYl./ ,06'
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January 23, 1978,

Mr. Michael Lewi.,
The Bri~i.h Columbia Conference,
The United Church of Canada,
505 Dun8mDir S~reee,

Vancouver, 8. C.
V6S lY5

Dear Mr. Lewis:

Thank you for your let:1:er of December 28, 1977
conoerning 'the lnformat.ion meet.ing held December 18,
1977 in Clearwater, B. C.

I appreciate your interest and thank you for
keeping me advised of your correspondence with
Denison Mines Limited.

Yours sincerely,

James It. Chabot
MINlS'1'Ba
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o For your approval. ~ Prepare reply for my signature.

D For yOur information. 0 :Prepare draft of reply.

o For neces§ilJ:Y·.lOh." 0 Return to me.

D Send me copy of reply. 0 Return to file.

D For your comments. 0 For signature.

o Wish to discuss.

REMARKS:

o (tOO)
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PRESIDENT

REV. R. GEORGE A. MORRISON
7591 GRAY AVENUE, BURNABY, B.C.

V5.J 3Z4

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

REV. ARTHUR M. ANDERSON

505 DUNSMUIR STREET, VANCOUVER, B.C. V6B 1Y5 - 682-7556

December 28, 1977

Mr. James Chabot, M.L.A.
Minister of Mines and Petroleum Resources
Victoria, B.C.

Dear Mr. Chabot:

Thank you for your letter of December 13, 1977 to
Rev. Glen Betts. We call your attention to the questions
that were not answered by Denison Mines at the December 18th
meeting. Needless to say, we are pursuing our questions and
expect answers will be forthcoming.

Yours sincerely,

~~~~
Michael Lewis
Outreach Consultant
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THE UNITED CHURCH

OF CANADA

PRES/DENT
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December 28, 1977

Denison Mines Ltd.
3900 SO'lth Tower
Box 40
Royal Bank Plaza
Toronto, Ontario M5J 2K2

Attention: Mr. M.J. de Bastiani
Vice-President, Finance

Dear Sirs:

This letter is to inform you of the continuing concern of our
Department regarding the questions put forward in our correspondence
of November 25, 1977, particularly questions l-a &band 2b. While
these questions were raised at the December 18 meeting in Clearwater,
we did not receive any answer to these very important questions.

Given this situation, we wish to advise you of our recommendation
to the department we are responsible to. In short, we are advising our
principals to extend an invitation to yourself and company representatives
in order to facilitate a more personal exchange of information related to
the previously cited questions. '

It is our view that such an exchange will be extremely helpful if
conducted as an open, honest dialogue.

Sincerely,

Mi chae1 Lewi s'
Outreach Consultant

ML:S
cc. James Chabot

CONFERENCE STAFF---......._------
Congregational Life & Work - Miss E. B Gamble
Outreach ,-
Camping ,- Mr$. '" Haynes

Broadcastlfl9- r~ev, R. M. Booth
Audio-\/isuals·, Mrs, F. Yule

Personnel & Stewardship·,- Rev. H. P. Collins
Horne Missions,- Mrs. B. Carscadden
Church ExtenSion", Mr. E. D. M. Williams
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION

Nov~nriH~r 25 t 1977

De~1sa" Mines Ltd.
3900 South Tower'
Box ·~O

Roya 1 H,::lnk 1a:,!,:;l
Tot-onto" Ontario M5..12K2

f~t·.te"!'ion.:

Gent 18nWNl :

Mr. M.J. de Bast1ani
V1ce·.. Presich::n't, Finance

r:.i~ ~, Prrl!V'\ cl\' 6:l> .... ',' fl ~,'\ '''', ~ r.' ~r' I1:1,"'''''. ¥,.: ",1.',(1, ",,,l,..' i" 'J,l fi.
•'..~,~__ f1_'__ ~",:::, .~~~~~ ~.~~;...~~:l:...~_~~~(.~~~ ':.~."_,~ ~ ....:.~-::

A,cons i d~~r'ab1e ~mount of concern halS bef~J' d1 rected to our
cmnm.1ttee r,elative to the re'ference ur"t\nllJm r'~ine Pf"o~.osf!d for Birch Island.
It would be apprec1.:rted if you ~!ould ;,rov1 a.nSlru!·rs to th~ fol1ffl~1ng

ques tfons to US ll pr'lor to our nextme!~tinq or D~.cember 8th;

1. .!8iltng P(:D5t~~~~/lh~ch \t~~~ understCind ar"~I~ b~~ l(}cated f.~ppruximately
~()O "'t. rrom the Thor.11PSt))1 Ri ver ,..

a,) do ,you propt,se to recyclf.}, cl~:!,~n up or reuse the
effluemt?

b) for how many years would your company be prepared to
pay the cost of moni tori nq andsa.fElguIl'llding these
taiiing ponds?

c) do you post. performance bond \; and for hO'li much?

2. ~lr ~.l]tJtfol) .-
a) what control equipment do you plan to install in the

plant?
b) what hea1th 1nsurance would ,you prov1 de for your

employees? their families?
c) tra,nsportat1on of yellowcake .., how will yellowcake be

shipped from Birch Island? what me.sures are planned
to protect the pub11c? e" g" t if by truck, waul d there
be a convoy?

••• 2
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Your coopE'~rf't1on in prcvic!in\:1 us with th(~ above infotf1atjnn
beforf! our r;.pcent)f~r 8th meetin~t \"ril1 !~'e appr~~c1ated.

'Yours sinccrply,

L/"~:; r;i~":',

eil" i tnarl
00 tr4~:?<c i'~

LPi: ~\

""'rl,.,\.•.• HonourRble Len
4.~
f~ Lnvi rOliml:~n t

PrL}ln;et'
in ! 'f ,::m Hi;~nnet

(J

Also to: Rev. Peter Rolston
and

B.C. Conference Outreach Committee
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Province of
British Columbia

OFFICE OF THE MINISTER

Ministry of
Mines and
Petroleum Resources

Parli;\m(,;nt (3uildings
..-" Victoria

British Columbia
V8V1X4 I

~.~' ':.': ,:~~,-:":.' (,

December 13, 1977.

jJ:-' b

The Reverend Glen J. Betts,
The British Columbia Conference,
The United Church of Canada,
505 Dunsmuir Street,
Vancouver, British Columbia.
V6B lYS

Dear Reverend Betts:

The Honourable Premie r ~-l. R. Bennett has asked
me to respond to concerns which you have raised in your
letter to the Honourable Len f'.1archand, Federal Minister of
the Environment, concerning a proposed uranium development
near Clearwater, B.C. I am not aware of any previous request
by you of my Ministry for information on this project but
shall be glad to comment.

I have enclosed a copy of a news release that I
made jointly with my colleague, the Minister of Environment,
the Honourable James Nielsen on Janury 20, 1977 which out-
lines the stringent requirements that must be met by any
uranium development before the requisite permits and approvals
can be granted. You will note that my Ministry is represented
on a Uranium Steering Committee which reviews the developers
proposal at each step of a staged review procedure. To date,
Consolidated Rexspar Minerals and Chemicals Limited have
submitted a prospectus and a preliminary Stage One Environmental
Impact Assessment concerning their Birch Island project. These
initial submissions have been reviewed by this committee and
comments and evaluation have been made known to the company.
These comments will be taken into account by Consolidated
Rexspar during the preparation of their Stage Two Report.

I understand that the company plans to hold a
public information meeting to review the project and to answer
any questions of interested individuals or groups. The date
for this meeting has now been set for December 18, 1977 in
Clearwater, B.C. Additional irtformation concerning the company's
plans for this meeting may be obtained from Kilborn Engineering
(B.C.) Limited, 1199 West Pender Street, Vancouver, B.C., V6E 2Rl.
This company has been retained by Consolidated Rexspar Minerals
and Chemicals Limited as their consultants on the Birch Island
Project.

.. /2



Reverend Glen J. Betts!

- 2 -

December 12, 1977

You should be aware that no decision has been made by
either the Federal or Provincial Governments to approve the
establishment of a uranium mine at Birch Island. In addition,
no such decision has been made by the company nor have. either
the Federal or Provincial Governments received applications
to this effect. The staged review procedure established by
the Federal and Provincial Governments is in place to ensure
that any uranium development will be properly designed to
satisfy all public safety and environmental concerns. I
would hope that the company's public information meeting will
answer many of the questions that you may now have.

Yours sincerely,

James R. Chabot
HINISTER
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FIL£
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PARLIAMENT SLDGS ViCTORIA Be PREMIER'S OFFICE

BT

THE BC F'EDERATION OF' LABOUR ON BEHALF' OF' 240 .. 000 TRADE UNIONISTS

IN THIS PROVINCE URGES YOU TO SET A MORATORIUM ON URANIUM MINING

IN BC UNTIL A JUDICIAL INQUIRY HAS BEEN HELD INTO THE ENVIRONMENTAL

AND HEALTH RI SKS Or SUCH DEVELOPMENTS THE WORKERS AND RES I DENTS

CF BI RCH I S LAND REGION HAVE A RI GHT TO KNOW WHAT DANGE,RS F'ACE THEM

THE PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT HAS A RESPONSIBILITY TO THE CITIZENS OF' Be

TO ENSURE THAT THE ELLIOTT LAKE EXPERIENCE IN ONTARiO WILL NOT BE

REPEATED HERE THE COST OF' AN INQUI RY SURELY IS INCONSEQUENTIAL

IN RELATION TO THE POTENTIAL COST IN LIVES UNTIL SUCH AN INQUIRY HAS

BEEN CO'tlPLETED A MORATORiuM ON URANIUM MINING IN BC MUST BE

E3 TABLI SHED

NNNN

, PARLlAMENT BUILDINGS
ViCTORIA. B.C.
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January 23, 1978,

Mr. L. Kuehn,
president, Jt.D.T.A.,
Suite 205,
421 S~. Paul I~..t,
XUlloopa, B. C.
V2C 2J7

0.... Mr. lCuehft,

Your l.~~.r ~o ~h. PreB1... retarding the Birch Ialand
!11ft. hae be.n p.....d t:o me and I appreoiat.. your int.er••t.

The pollcy of the GoverftDeDt r ••peo~in9 explorat.ion and
mining for uranium i. 'the ..... .a t.hai: for other mineral
develo-,-nt. 1n t.he Province, recognizing of cour.. the speaial
precaU1:1one ..4. n.c••••ry by the radloact.ive nature of the
sub8t.ance.COIIPreta.enslve re"iew procedures are 1n place for
all n." mine developaent8 and 1n the cas. of uranium, a special
St.••rin, coaUt.ue hall been ••t. up •• indicated 1n the pre••
r.l.... att.ached t.o ~i. let.t:er. Provincial at.an4...48 for
••f. alnln9 pract.ices, dust. an4 noi•• control, air cd wAtoer
qualit.y, ,...01...1:10ft of ~. iii....1t.e and ot.her f ..c.~. of ala.
deYelox-ent:, have been 1n pla.e for .OM t:lme and we have •
10ft. baok9J:ound of expert.aoe 1ft wonla9 with thea. I'OJ:
uranlaa, 'the "e4era1 Ooft.......nt. thl.'O\l9h the At.oa1c Bnercn COD_rol
Act anc! "9'I1.~loft., ••t.. 8t.aDdarda and require. approvals which
the Provincial OOvemmeDt: can exceed and oannot. overrule.

I 40 not. feel t.ha~ a full judicial enquiry wi1:h public
participat.ion int.o ~. propo••d 4.Yelopnen~ of the Biroh I.land
mine and uranlua aiDing 1n 98ft8ral 1n 8rl~1.h Col\1B)1a, would
••rve an, ueful purpo... All _he 1••ue8 have been fully alred
ln .lallar 4evelopll8Dt.. in other put.. of Can.cIa. Brit.tah
ColU8bla vl11 benefit. f~ polici•• 4...1ope4 1n o~.r ProYlnoe.,
will not. repeat. 1I1etAlk•• 1:hat. ha.... been ..48 in OftuJ:l0, an4 oan
opt. ~ l1111t. ftual..r 4evelox-en't if we are not. ••t.l.fle4 ~.t.

~ 1aunaU of Brit-lab Col__1e 04 it. oit.lsfUla are bela"
8...,..4 by uy panlcnalaJ: "...lop••nt..

• • 2



IIZ'. L. Kuehn
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Jan!&!y 23, 1'"

!'be ....p.Z' alDe at 811:oh Ialaa4 1. ."111 1ft aD euly
atta,. of the approval prooe.. and '1111 be allowed to 90 ah.ad
only 1f it. ...... 1:11. stu4aJ:4. J:equlre4 under ProYlaclal and
l'e481"a1 atato\lue and replat1ona. In t.M app~val pzoo••• ,
repon.. prod.,.d by the 4...101"11" .r......11ab1. fo~ re...iev by
the pGbl1c a. .el1 .a by all CIoftrD.Mftt. agoenci.a affect.ed by
the "veloIM8Dt..

I appreciate your lnt.r••~ and I am 8ure you vill r.~.in

an act.iv. concern 1n t.his de.elop..nt throu9ho\lt t.he rev1e" period.

Yours sinoerely,

James R. Chabot
MINISTER

Enclosure
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OFFICE OF THE PREMIER

M~~USTER OF MiNES AND PETROlEUM RESOURCES
TO: Cl T~ rr---fl----I-I---..

() INSTRUCTIOr-.:S

- I I;lId:. :,;,",,\, -'t.-:J.~s.:.... ! "'4~

December 29, 1977

File No: Jf'g b- ) - I V'__

Mr. L. Kuehn
President, K.D.T.A.
Ste. 205
421 St. Paul Street
Kamloops, B. C.
V2C 2J7

Dear Mr. Kuehn,

[J Wi';h to di~c::ss

Ll r~r your il1f:':nali::Jn.

_ 0 F,lf nc:;cssary actiun.I[] Sond m. "I'y 01 "ply.

DATE:

..,.0(reparc reply for my signature.

(:J Pr~p3r~ draft of r!ply.

[J Return tJ me.

[J For your comments.

f
In the absence of the Premier,"'1 wish to acknowledge and thank you for
your recent letter.

Please be assured that the Premier will see your letter upon his return
to the office. In the meantime, I am taking the liberty of forwarding a
copy of your letter to the Honourable James Chabot, Minister of Mines &
Petroleum Resources, as this matter comes within the jurisdiction of the
Minister's porfolio.

Thank you again for taking the time to write and make the Premier
aware of your views on this matter.

Yours sincerely,

Patricia Paulsen, (Mrs.)
Administrative Officer

cc: Honourable James Nielsen
Minister of the Environment

MINISTER'S OFFICE

RECEIVED
Jf-\.N 5 1978

(

ASS,list.'A,..mr".'.... omm,. BITliSI'm--lEWmrm
R£C'D ::1'11178 35

J. . --:-r--
LilEFERRED TO ~ OAt~ , ''''''T'"

PAKLlAMENT BUILDINGS
VICTORIA, B.C.

Parliament Buildings, Victoria, British Columbia V8V 4R3



k.d.t.a. Kamloops Distrid Tcachers' Association
205 •421 St. Paul Str••t, Kamloops, B.C.) V2C 2J7

.:.'? - /

372-9361

December 19, 1977

ffi1~~~~w~~
Premier W. R. Bennett
The Parliament Buildings
Victoria, B. C.
V8V lX4

Dear Premier Bennett:

DEC 2 12 1977

PREMIER'S OFFICE

The proposed uranium mine at Birch Island is a matter
of concern to members of the Kamloops District Teachers' Associa
tion, both as citizens of the Kamloops area and as teachers who
have responsibility for the care of children.

As a result of this concern, the Staff Representative
Council of the K.D.T.A. - made up of representatives from schools
throughout the Kamloops District - has passed a motion calling
for a moratorium on the Birch Island uranium mine development
until a judicial inquiry declares that the project is not a
threat to the health of the people.

We hope that you will give serious consideration to
this proposal.

JurJl~
L. Kuehn, President, K.D.T.A.

LK:ps

MINISTER'S OFFICE

RECEIVED

JAN 5 1978

PAHLlAMENT BUILDINGS
VICTORIA, B.C.



JanuAry 23, 1978,

Mr. .l"e4 Braun,
Secretary,
Nort.h 'fhoap_on "'acher:.' a.••oclat:lon,
Box 1314,
Cl••Z'WatAr, a. c.
WE 1RO

'four 1.t.t.... to t:Jw Pftll1er h.,&"'1n, _he als-all 1.1...4
ai.. haa been p....d ~o _ and I appnclat.e your int.er••t..

Ttl.policy .ot the Gcmt~n~ re8pectln9 explorai:ion aad
II1ft189 tOI' urUiURl 1. the .... a. that. for other raineral
4...1op..ft~ in the Province, reoognlz1n9 of cour•• the speclal
pr.c.\1~lon. made nec•••ary by the l'a41oact:lve nat.ure of the
.lIb.tance. Comprehensive review procedure. are in place for
all new 1I1n. 4evelopmen-ta and!.a the ca.. of uranium, a _peel.l
St••ring C~t.t•• ha. b••n .et up a. indicated in the pr•••
1'.1•••• attached ~ thl. lett.er. ProYlnclal .~.ndard. for
••f. m1nlnCJ pZ'aai:loea, duat aDd noi•• oontrol, air and w.t.er
qual1t.y, reol...t.ion of t.he mille alt. and ot:her faoe~. of ain.
d.vel~ftt., have b.en in place for .0_ t.t... and w. ha•••
loft9 backCJroUlld of experience 1ft venio9 wlt:h the. Jlor
UZ'anlua, ~. '-e4era1 Govern_lit thro\l9h the At:01l1c Bnergy Coauol
Ac't all4 "9Ul.~:loft., ••to. .t:u4ucb and req\llr..appJ:oval. whloh
'the Provincial Government: can exaeed an4cazmot. overrule.

1 do ROt f ••1 that. full 'udlcla1 enqulzy vlt.h public
partlalpat.lon lD~ ~h. p~po." 4evelopweDt of the Birch I.land
mine an4 uralllua unin9 in .,..el'a1 in ar!tl.h ColUllbla, vou14
••rYe any Iul PU&"PO... All the 1••\1.. have b••n fully a1re4
1ft .11111a 4 1~nu 1. otAer parta of cana4a. kltlah
co1....1. wl11 beaeflt fr01l pollei•• de..lopeCl in o1:her PrOY1Ilc•• ,
vl11 ftO~ r ....t ._tak•• that ha•• been ...4. ill On"ario, an.e! can
op't tto lialt. a\lol••1' 4.ftlopaeD~ 1f we an not. .at.i8fle4 that
tM lDtea:••u of Bl'ltl.bColDbia a.4 1ta 011::1.••"8 are be:l.D9
..ned by uy PAJ:''tlo\llU' ....los-eat.

• • 2
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o\.V 8)U~l'I~:.£r· fir ~~~'~l-C' Ai-I· prT~r.lr:l/'~ [I[SOURnr~]
li.ldl\i \ 11 Jf 1\'I)jitJI\!~U \.d\U ('Ui~1 \\ \"'.'

TO: ()A ~A
INST:~uc no~s, NOR'lH THOltlfPSON TEACHERS' ASSOCIA TlON

, 1 ',le h .. ;1:, 1."1"" ~re'!.HI· fI;'Jly tor ((1" si:'na\ure.
l : "." I II", ...> / ,. ", '., SCHOOL DI STR ICT 1126
;', fllr YI:i1f ,,':·I·~l':)r. ;.: ['r\'p'lr~' (~r;'ii (.1 rei':},' CLEARWATER. B.C.

c;)1J-/

(- i \ r Il~~. f'~\t:dr ;:t.. ;:',(;. i j r~:.:Liln t,.l

Dj\TL:~o/7t
~.,,,,._ ' ..---..-----~.• ,..7;"'....__;-'-II·~·--.-;:-;.f

.: Sept: :,,;: CJ,'y (;\ l' . r ',\1,:1 ('1[.11111.:11Is .

Fred Braun, Secretary,

Box 1314, Clearwater, B.C.

VOE INO

December 9, 1977.

The Honorable Mr. Bill Be

Premier, Province of B.C

Parliament Buildings,

Victoria, B.C.

111~~.,"$RI•. &f.. 1t. MINISTER'S OFFICE

· REe-D .3-~ \. ; RECEIVED

RHEiRDlO r,lDllt ~I~t'lll~
DEC 2;i 1977

A.D... v

A.D.P.
. PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS

A~
VICTORIA, B.C.

Dear Mr. Bennett:

The North Thompson Teachers Association wishes to express concern

regarding the proposed uranium mine in Birch Island. From the

information we have been able to gather, there are no quidelines

or regula\-.ions regarding uranium mining in B. C. Since there

seems to be very little information and technology for the safe

disposal of the uranium mine tailings, and since the~ilings

pond is in such close proximity to the Birch Island School, we

fear for the high risk of radiation, and its effects upon, not

only ourselves and our students, but also upon the off-spring

of those who would be exposed to this radiation.

The North Thompson Teachers Association therefore urges you to

do whatever is necessary to curtail any further development of

the proposed mine, until a judicial inq~y has been held.
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Yours truly,
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30uzy 23, 1978,

8. Iyke.,
Dr. Set.cken Memorial So.pital,
R. R. '2, Cleazva1:er, B. C.
YO. lHO

Dear .... Iyk•••

'1'haDk you for you lettAll: of De"'r 28, 1977 outllnlft9
you OODoem for i:he ••1:abl1.halent. of • uraalua II1n. at. Birch
I.land, a. c.

'the policy of the eo"erDMAt. re.pect.ing explorat.lon and
JdnlftCJ for van!.. 18 the .... a. ~'t for: ot:her a1aeral 4e..lop
Mnt. 1n t.he Province, reoognl.iJlCJ of course i:he .peoial precaution•
..48 n8C•••azy by ~h. rac!loactive Dat.ure of the .ub8t.ance. Coapre
henal.. review proaedur.. are 1ft place for all DeW aiDe 4.".lopaent.
an4 ln the ca.. of uranlua, a .peolal 1t.MJ:lnq Commi t.i:ee ha. been
••t, up a. indioat.ed 1n the pre•• r.1•••• at.taohed to this let.ter•
• 1:0,,11'10161 .'tandard. for ••f. miDin9 pract.ice., 4wat and 1'101••
oont.rol, air anc! waur quality,. ncl...tJ.oll of th. aln••ite an4
other facet.. of alne 4e..loPMDt, ha.. been 11'1 place for .OM t,1_
and we ha". a loA9 back9round of experlence ln worklnv wlth thea.
Poz- taulW1, the ".".1'.1 Govemmen1: thrO\l9h ~. At:OIlie Energy Cont.J:Ol
Act: and _plat-10ft., .et.. .t.an4u4e and 1:8<1\111:.. approval. whlch ~
Provinoial Gover:naen~ can exceed and caDftot. ovenule.

'lh. l\exapu alD. at Biroh I.land 1. .t.i.ll in an .arly ata,.
of t.h. approval proce•• and '1111 b. allowed to 90 ah••4 only if it.
...t.. the sUndards hquire4 \1114.1: Provincial and re48r&1 .t.atub.
aneS re,ulat.lons. In t:he appro••l PI'OCe•• , report.. pZ'04\1C.d by t.he
cteveloper are a"ailable for re"iew by the public •• well a. by .11
Government. ageftel.. affect.e4 by the development.

I appreclat.o your inter••t. and I .. .ura you wl11 xetalll an
.c~J.v. concern 1n this development. th:r:ouCJhout. the n"lev per104.

1'ou. alncerely,

"... a. Chabot.,
MIlfI8'1'Bll

.nolo.ure.
EaM/ph



~_ ;u?"L.:EPHONE (604)674.9244 ~
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CJ:)7-. d!EfmckEn c/l!(Emo7-ia[ d!ol,pita[

R.R.2

CLEARWATER, B.C. VOE lNO

December 28, 1977

Hon. Jim Chabot
Minister of Mines and Resources
Victoria, B. C.

Dear Sir:

i MI~JSTER Of MIN,S AND PETROLEUM RESDURCES
TO: A.T~

V INSTRUCTIONS':

o V'ish'to discuss Wrep\I,re reply for mj'signatUrL;

o For your inbma(icilo [] PrqLft: drC)f~ 0' :0\

r ,;(' S~;.;;. :'li 'on [l 1\.[", LJ )I:"

/

') '. Sen" me copy of ,eply. [] for.,our comment",

L~':Y.~:~ - ) tf r

Enclosed is a copy of a statement presented at a meeting

of concerned citizens and representatives of Denison Rexspare Limited in

Clearwater, B. C. on December 18, 1977.

I would like to ask you to make our concerns your concern and

do everything in your power to ensure a safe environment, both now and in

the future, for B. C. residents.

Yours truly,

B. Sykes
Nurse/Administrator.

BS/bas ell~,
c.c. Hon. J. Chabot v~

Hon. R. McClelland
Hon. R. Mair.
Hon. Len Marchand

ASS,,,~tDEPUTY Mr:Nf:Slta
jMINBtlL RESaUi'lCES
: f,

RE~'D",117tl37
Jl~iparo\TOrDAAlINITIAL

i,~Mi~
Ifh,

UUUI ~ .111....& ~~ It.

REC-D JA1t ~- 78 4,
REFERRED VI BAtt JNrn.\l

A.D.". f/
~

A.D.P.
A.S.
M.R.

fiLE

MINISTER'S OFFICE

RECEIVED

JAN 3 1976

PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS
VICTORIA, B.C.



January 23, 1978,

Mr. B. •• Il1chu480D,
3021 Qua4J:a Sueato,
Vict.oria, B. C.
vaT 4GJ

De.r 1Iz'. Biahar4aon I

You la.tar t.o 'the Pread.er "vardin9 t.he Birch I.1and aiDe
has be.n p••••ct ~ _ and I appnoiate YOUI: inter••t..

'the policy of the GoftnMllt. re.pect.ing exp1orat.ion aDd
a1Du9 fOI: Ul'Uliua i. the ... a. that. fOI: otheI: mnaral deftlop
Mnt. 1n the P&091no., r.00981..189 of cou•• t.he .pecial pr.cautions
..de D.ce••uy by ~ r.410.ctJ.". natua of t.he .ub.t.ance. COIIpzoe
henel" review pJ:OCedu•• are 1n place for .11 new alDe 4evelos-ent.
anc! 18 the c••• of uaD1ua, a .pealal ltaerin, C~t.t..e ha. been
••t. up •• ia41oau4 1n t:he pre•• hl•••• attaohed t.O th1s let.ter.
Provincial .'taft4a&'cI. fOJ: .afe alnin9 pracuc•• , clut. and noi••
aont.rol, air aDd wat.er qualit.y, nolaaat.ion of the aiDe .it.e and
ot.hel: fa081:. of 111.. 4evelop818Dt. , haft been in place fOI: .0118 t.i_
and w. ha.e a 10ft9 back,roWlc! of experience in working- vit.h t.he••
I'or uudua, the .~ral GovaJ:'DMn~ through the At.oa1c Bnez-CJY Con'trol
Act. eel bplat.lon., ••t. .t.aadar411 an4 requires appro.al. whioh the
PrCMtinoial GoveZ'Dllent can exceed an4 cannot. o.errul••

The Rex.par ain. at. Biroh I.land i. .Ull 1n an early sta,.
of t.he appJ:Oval pJ:OGe•• &ad w111 be allowed 'to 90 ahead only 1f i~

meet.. the .t.ancJar4a requn4 under Provinaial aDd Pe4eral .tatut.••
anc! re9Ulat.ioft8. %n the apProYal pl'Oo••• , reports prodtICe4 by the
developer U'. available for renew by the publlc a. well a. by all
CIovea.ent. .,enol.. alf.ablc! by the &lvelo...nt..

X appreclat.e you intar••t. eet I am aue you wl11 ret.ain an
active aOllcem in this 4eveloPMDt 1:hroughout the ftview period.

Your. sincerely,

3.... B.. Chabot,
MI.I8TBR

Bnolo.ure
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Province of British Columbia
OFFICE OF THE PREMIER

DEPUTY MlltmR Ii. ,& ~.. (it

REC'O JAN S-'78 4
REfERRED TO • - •
A.O.M.
A.O.p.

December 29, 1977

MrIllSTfR Of MiNES AIm PHfiDLWM mOT"" 11 I I I

TO:~/~
INSTRUCTIOI\'S

[J Wish to discuss
IKPrepare reply for my signature.

Mr. H. E. Richardson
3028 Quadra Street
Victoria, B. C.
V8T 4G3

for your in!OIr:l':~tion. 0 PrepJr~ draft of rt'P1y.

[j L:H !ieCcssJry act;1.10. [] f~etur:r: t:l me.

L] Send me copy of reply. [J For your comments.

Dear Mr. Richardson, I DATE:
......

In the absence of the Premie
your recent letter.

-7ft
wish to acknowle thank you for

..

Please be assured that the Premier will see your letter upon his return
to the office. In the meantime, I am taking the liberty of forwarding a
copy of your letter to the Hgnourabl.e.....Jame.s ,.Cbab_Qt, Minister of Mines
& Petroleum Resources, as this matter comes within the jurisdiction of
the Minister1s porfolio.

Thank you again for taking the time to write and make the Premier
aware of your views on this matter.

Yours sincerely,

Patricia Paulsen, (Mrs.)
Administrative Officer

Parliament Buildings, Victoria, British Columbia V8V 4R3

cc: Honourable James Nielsen
Minister of the Environment

--~...._....
ASSISTANT DEPt$l¥' t,UrttS1IR

I MINERAL Rt~nur?C£S
f REC'O JAIi, ! 1 '78
I

!~~-FE-R-RE-D-roL DArf
D.M.
E. & P.

MINISTER'S OFFICE

RECEIVED

JAN 5 1978

PAKLIAMENT BUILDINGS
VICTORIA, B.C.



H. E. Richardson
3028 Quadra st
Victoria, B. C.

V8T 4G3
December, I', 1'77

~~~~~w~~
DEC2:j1971

PREMIER'S OFf'leF
~on. W: l'lIam Bennett, Premier
Legislative Buildlngs
Victoria, B. C.

~'1(1 db -/

Dear Mr. Premier ;
A rew nights ago a prograll::on the CBC, TV, showed

us a picture of the Elliott Lake area or Ontario and the auge waste
deposits from the ullanium wobkings lnJthat area. We were shown
some views of the river of that area into which the "Plutonium"
wastes flnds way into the nearby river. Picture were also shown
in connectlon :with the new housing development in the area and the
elaborite precautions that are belng carried out ln the basements
of the new house. to carry out the escaping gases froll that plutonium
wastes.

Tonlght s TV report, f!J3.ve us a very brief and vague
report on a meetlng to be held ln the area of Clearwater, on the
North Thompson River. With that very vague report concerning the
propose. development ot a uran1um mine oDlthe North Thompson River,
I, as a concerned Citiaen, wish further information on this proposed
development. ~

The Thompson River, a tributary of the geat Fraser
River, which is also one of our ~XSKIMKKXK%XKHIgreat Salmon
Rivers would be poluted with leaching plutonium from the waste
prOducts from such a development.

As Citizens, we have a number ot elected servants
in our various Government. whose duties it is ( in the opinion or
this C1t1zen t to keep us fully informed on such potentially
dangerous developments which can have detrimental effeot. onllarge
areas of our env1ronment. We have in this Provino., an elected
representative ( Mr. James Chabot ) who at present holds the
posltion as Minister of Mines, and Whose duty it 1s ( in ., opinion)
to keep us fully informed on all projects whioh might, 1n the tuture,
have a detrimental efreo.ts on the people of the area or on the
general env1ronment on some of our 1rre,lacable resources.

Our Provinc1al Minister of Miners re~rts froatim.
to time in some of the Provinces newspapers with a "Report From
V1ctoria". As a C1t1sen, I suggest that our Min1ster of .Mines, in
his next report trom Victoria give us a complete report on·iJust
what is taking place reprd1ng the proposed uranium development
at Birch Island. on the North Thompson R1ver. As our servant, it
1s his duty to keep us fUlly informed on all developments which may
have detrimental etfects on ,our environment and. resources for many
years into the future.

MINISTER'S OFFICE
.1.· RECE IVE 0

JAN 5 1978

PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS
VICTORIA, B.C.

Yours Truly ~

ii,g £dtuAJ.M 1---

H. E. Ric"''' rd·J.Ja 80n
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January 23, 1978,

M8 • Lydia Tompson,
Little Port, B. C.
VOE 2CO

Dear Me. Tompson:

Your let.ter t.o i:he Premier reg-ard1n9 the Biroh Island alne
ha. been passed t.o me and I appreoiate your lnt.ere.~.

The policy of the Government re.pect.ing explorat.ion and
JDininC) for uranium is th.......s ~a1: for other aineral develop
ment in the Province, reooqnizing of course the special precaut.lona
,made necessary by t.he radioactive nature of the subst.ance. Compre
hensive review procedures are in place for all new mine developments
and in the c••e of uranium, a special Staerinq Co~tt•• has been
••t. up as indicated in the press release at.tached to this let.ter.
Provincial standards for safe mining pract.ices, dust and noise
control, air and water qualit.y, reclamation of the mine site and
ot.her faoets of mine development, have been in place for some t.ime
and we have a long background of experience in working with the••
Por uranium, the Federal GoVernmen~ through the Atomic Energy Control
Act and Regulations, sets standards and requires approvals whioh ~.

Provincial Government can exoeed and oannot overrule.

The Rexspar mine at Birch Ieland is 8till in an early staqe
of the approval process and will be allowed to qo ahead only if it.
meets the standards required under Provincial and Federal statutes
and requlations. In the approval prooess, reports produced by the
developer are available for review by the public as well as by all
Government Aqencie8 affect.ed by the development..

I appreoiate your interest and I am sure you will retain an
active concern in this development. throuqhout the review period.

Yours sincerely,

Jame8 It. Chabot,
MINISTER

Bnclosure.
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December 29, 1977

Ms. Lydia Tompson
Little Fort, B. C.
VOE 2CO

~&~'J!..~~...
t:i!OJ~

-=r.-

Province of British Columbia
OFFICE OF THE PREMIER

MrNlSIER Of MmES AND PETnnU:UM R~b\lftc~r

TO:~T~
(j INSTRCCTION5

, ~.~ Wish to di"CliSS ~reparc reply tor my signature.

For your inf,~Ir.uti'H!. Cl Prepmr draft of r£'ply.

LJI n;;:::c:;~;:;ry 3Ctli .. iI. f' Return tJ mc.

Send me c,.;py of r<.p:y. r! for YOllr comments.

DEPUTY ."'\'Sf[R It & t~ ok. ,:
.... " ....... 44REC'O JAN 9- 78

REFERRED_~ DATE M1hi!. ." ~

A.D.M• .V
-,

2~•.p.
A.S.
M.R.

,--

FILE

to acknowledge and than k you for

DATE: ~ X --7(Dear Ms. Tompson,

In the absence of the
your recent letter.

Please be assured that the Premier will see your letter upon his return
to the office. In the meantime, I am taking the liberty of forwarding a
copy of your letter to the Honourable .James Chabot, Minister of Mines &
Petroleum Resources, as this matter comes within the jurisdiction of the
Minister's porfolio.

Thank you again for taking the time to write and make the Premier
aware of your views on this matter.

Yours sincerely,

Patricia Paulsen, (Mrs.)
Administrative Officer

-

RECEIVED
JAN 5 1913

PARLIAMENT BUllDlNGS
VlCTORlA, B.C.

L

MINISTER'S OFFICE 1cc: Honourable James Nielsen
Minister of the Environment

I=.:.~:~ma'l
IR£C"D ,*1178 3~
JtmamrolM~
D.....
E. ,& P.

Parliament Buildings, Victoria, British .Columbia V8V 4R3
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~REM;IER'S OFFICE

~~~~~\YI~~
DEC 23 1977

Dear Mr. Bennett:

LittleFort, B.C. VOE-2CO
Dec. 18, 1977

The Honourable W.R. Bennetl
Premier, Br1tish Columbia,
Parliament Buildings,
Victoria, B.C.

Be: Proposed Uranium mine at
Birch Island

MINISTER'S OFF1CE

RECEIVED
JAN 5 1978

I attended the meeting held in Clearwater on Sunday
afternoon by Dennison Mines, 8J!:I:d I am really concerned
regarding the possibility of a mine opening at Birch
Island.

The feeling of the people in the whole North Thompson
Valley is that they do not wish this beautiful
valley to be polluted with possible radio active dust.

When a large mining company can call a meeting and
cannot give any assurance that a uranium. mine will 'be
safe, I believe it is up to the people wh:bA are
represented by you to show concern. -

WEi all realize that money talks and the common people
do not have much say in Government in m,ost places, but
we look forward to you to take a stand for us in this
valley, and to sayan emphatic BO to Rex Spar Mining
company. They promise jobs forten local people 1 Lo cal
people do not want jobs at a uranium mine, and as for
the operation 0 f the mine, the life would 'be at the most,
five years I

It is now up to you,-- will you save our valley from
this unwanted mine? The ~ew Democratic Party stated
at that meeting that if they were voted in at the next
election lfO uranium mine would be allowed to operate in
B'ritish Columbia. Yes, it is up to you, ana as a strong
Socred supporter I, myself do not want to be forced into
voting N.D.P.

Yours truly,

;zj~~~~
CC: The Hon. Raef Mair

PAHL1AMENT BUILDINGS
VICTORIA, B.C.
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January 23, 1978,

Mr. Dave Williamson,
Sicamou., B. C.
VOE 2VO

Dear Mr. Williamson:

Your letter to the Premier regarding the Birch I.land mine
has been passed ~o me and I apprec1a~e your inter••t.

~le policy of the Government respecting exploration and
mining for uranium is the same .s that for other mineral develop
ment in the Province, reeoqnizing of course the special precautions
made necessary by ~he radioactive nature of the substance. Compre
hensive review procedures are in place for all new mine developments
and in the case of uranium, a special Steerinq Committee has been
.et up as indicated in the press release attached to this letter.
Provincial standards for safe mining practices, dust and noise
control, air and water quality, reclamation of the mine site and
other facets of mine development, have been in place for some ~ime

and we have a long background ot experience in working wieh them.
For uran~um, the Federal Government throuqh the Atomic Energy Con~rol

Aot and Regulations, sets standards and requires approvals which the
Provincial Government can exceed and cannot overrule.

The Rex.par mine at Birch Island 1s still in an early 8tag.
of the approval process and will be allowed to go ahead only if it
meets the standards required under Provincial and Pe~eral statutes
and requlations. In the approval process, reports produced by the
developer are available for review by the public a.s well as by all
Government agencies affected by the development.

I appreciate your interest and I am sure you will retain
an aotive concern in this 'development throughout the review
period.

Yours sincerely,

James R. Chabot,
MINISTER

Enclosure
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MiIHSTER OF MINES AIm PHRfilWM RfSOlf~fs Ian f I
TO: ~.-I

(r I~::STRUCTIONS

Province of British Columbia , HEC"O JAN~~~ '.18 43
OFFICE OF THE PREMIER

I Wi~'h to (kc::ss ~reparc reflly for my signature. " • IJ J

I
F,;r y·;;ur in! ,:-:;:ti ~f1. [l PrepiHll draft 01 reply.

Mr. Dave Williamson ~ \ ., 1

S
· B C· h'r ncce5 ... ,r/ ole".ln. [j Return tJ me.
ICamOUS, •• I

V0E 2V0 ll.. Lj S,"d m, copy of " ply. [J f., yu "r comments.

Dear Mr. Williamson DATE:

In the absence of thep~;i;h tora~k~owledge ~~d thank you for
you r recent letter.

December 29, 1977

(\\ /-;) i:A
r~;A,v' lY Q/

I'

!,

Please be assured that the Premier will see your letter upon his return
to the office. In the meantime, I am taking the liberty of forwarding a
copy of your letter to the Honourable, JamesCtt~bot., Minister of Mines &
Petroleum Resources, as this matter comes within the jurisdiction of the
Minister's porfolio.

Thank you again for taking the time to write and make the Premier
aware of your views on this matter.

Yours sincerely,

Patricia Paulsen, (Mrs.)
Administrative Officer

Parliament Buildings, Victoria, British Columbia V8V 4R3

cc: Honourable James Nielsen
Minister of the Environment- .........

ASSISTANT DEPUTY M~NlSTER

MINERAL RF.N" f1r.ES

REC'O JAft: 11'·78
3;j

IREFERRED TO DATE INITIAL
n.M. -E. & P.
GEOL.
INSP.
TITLES

MINISTER'S OFFICE
RECEIVED

JAN 5 1970

PAKL.IAMENT BUILDINGS
VICTORIA, B.C.
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Parliament Buildings
Victoria
British Columbia
V8V1X4

Ministry of

I

Province of
British Columbia '- ..' :,1".' _I Mines and

.ASSlstfif;!l ~t~lft'';;UE.ft1 Petroleum Resources

r-------M1NtJtJ\l ~fl'>f"''iC'::~
t ;\, •.• '; '.

REC'O JAa~ 2}t18
. _:-,~
t, ,R£fERRED =f~Ol\l£,: _. lNan~a.

\
O.M.----_ ..---- .,-------~ ...

,E.~ ... _._.. ' .----.---------'

1835 Fort Street,
Victoria, B.G. V,m h' Y. ----.

January 18th, 197~?EPUTY Mii~iSTER ~ &P. R.,
REC'D JAN 19 '78 13

Ms. Lois Carson Boyce,
Chairman of Environmental Cluster,
The British Columbia Conference,
The United Church of Canada,
505 Dunsmuir Street,
VANCOUVER, B.C. V6B lY5

I I 11--"'--,,,--,,

Dear Ms. Boyce: J J !-------~-

FILE
Re: Consolidated Rexspar Minerals & Chemicals L"il- '

Thank you for your letter of January 9th, 1978 requesting additional
information. I enclose a copy of my written presentation from the Clear
water Meeting, December 18th, 1977. In addition, a copy of a letter to
Mr. Mike Lewis, Outreach Consultant of The United Church of Canada, from
Mr. A. Dory, P. Eng., is enclosed for your information.

Mr. Dory's letter will answer some of your questions in relation to
the Stage I Report. The A.E.C.B. fully concurred with the written state
ment presented at the Clearwater Meeting as Mr. Dory represents the
A.E.C .B. on the Steering Committee. Environment Canada was infonned of
the statement at a meeting prior to the Clearwater Meeting. I should
point out that Stage I Report went out to all government agencies in June
1977 concerned both federally and provincially. The majority of agencies
replied and a meeting was held in August with the company and their con
sultants. The many concerns expressed by the agencies were discussed
and information was requested to be provided in a Stage II Report.
Environment Canada did not submit their report until early December and
many of their concerns had already been submitted to the company as early
as l'_ugu.s t.

The Stage Reports are submitted 'to provincial departments for their
comments and this includes Health, Parks, Recreation, Fish and Wildlife,
and six copies are forwarded to the A.E.C.B. for the appropriate federal
agencies.

JDM: jau
Encls.

I trust this information will be of value to you.

Yours very tr~l' (
/. I ,:11/ 2 '.. ;/.~,k/JPy!f;/#raJ

J~ D. McDona d, P.Eng.,
/ ,Chai rman,
v' Uranium Mining Steering Committee.

copy: Dr. J. O'Riordan
Mr.~. Dory
~J. T. Fyl7S :; -
;E~rn ~~t'

1~
1 .......



The British Columbia Conference
THE UNITED CHURCH

OF CANADA

PRESIDENT

REV. R. GEORGE A. MORRISON
7591 GRAY AVENUE, BURNABY, B.C.

V5J 324

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

REV. ARTHUR M. ANDERSON

505 DUNSMUIR STREET. VANCOUVER, B.C. V6S 1Y5 - 682-7556

January!9, 19'ffl:pT. OF MINES
AND PETROLEU~;1 RESOURCES

Dr. Jake MacDonald, Chairman
Uranium Steering Committee
Department of Mines and Petroleum Resources
Legislative Buildings
Victoria, B.C.

Dear Sir:

Roc'd .j i~ i'~ 12 1978

We would very much appreciate receiving a copy of the written
presentation you delivered at the public meeting arranged by Denison Mines
in Clearwater on December 18th, to answer the public's questions relating
to the proposed uranium mine at Birch Island. Does the Atomic Energy
Control Board and the Department of Fisheries and the Environment and/or
other jurisdictions concur with your presentation?

During the question period it became obvious from the answers
to my questions re providing additional information that is missing from
the Stage 1 report (as outlined by Department of Environment commentaries)
that there is a difference of interpretation regarding the requirements of
the Stage 1 report. What action is planned by your committee to ensure
that the data required in Stage 1 is provided by the developer or the
departments of the environment, before the developer is permitted to proceed
to Stage II~ We are convinced this additional information needs to be made
available to the public, with a government-sponsored public hearing, before
Consolidated Rexspar is permitted to proceed to Stage II reporting and
certainly before a pollution control permit is being considered.

We would appreciate your informing us how your committee involves
other departments (tourism, recreation, health, etc.) that have legitimate
concerns re the development of any uranium mine (see our written submission,
copy of which was provided to you at the hearing).

Your early reply will be appreciated.

Yours sincerely,

~C~u,
L01S Carson Boyce
Chairman of Environment Cluster
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Mr. Mike Lewis
OUtreach Consultant
The British Columbia Conference
The United Church of Canada
505 Dunsmuir Street
VANCOUVER, British Columbia
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Dear Mr. Lew-i s :

OurfiJe

l~-Januem. g.~·~t$NtS

\ A\~O PETROLEur~i RESOURCES
\
i

h;)c'd .j/~i\i 16 1978

Notre reference 22-C-99

BRIEF TO ~HE PUBLIC MEETING ON CONSOLIDATED REXSPAR
MINERALS & CHEMICALS LTD. PROPOSED BIRCH ISLAND PROJECT

Thank you for your letter of 29 December, 1977 and the enclosed
material.

We wish to inform you that it is the policy of the regulatory
agencies concerned (one of them being the Atomic Energy Control Board)
that before the siting of any Nuclear Facility is approved, the possible
environmental and socio-economic impacts on the health and safety of
employees and the general public be studied in detail and that any
negative impact arising from such a study be minimized by the application
of proper siting, design and operating policies.

As stated in the undersigned's replies to some of the questions
asked at the public meeting held on 18 December, 1977, the AECB definitely
considers a meaningful public information process an important part of the
decision-making process. As a result, a recommendation was put forth to the
company (and this recommendation was agreed to by all regulatory agencies)
that they hold a public information meeting at the stage when the proposed
facility's impact would be studied. This would ensure that public concerns
would be studied and addressed in depth at an early opportunity.

We agree with you that all impacts must be studied and assessed
thoroughly before a decision is made to allow any industrial project to
go ahead. After all, any mine tailings (and not necessarily those from
uranium mines) and industrial plants which create liquid and/or gaseous
wastes, have the potential to release contaminants into the environment;
these impacts should be assessed.

At present, we are fortunate to have a well-coordinated regulatory
process in action involving all concerned federal and provincial regulatory
agencies, allowing a detailed assessment of any proposed Nuclear Facility
before a site approval is authorized.

P.O. Box 1046
Ottawa, Canada
K1P 5S9

C.P.1046
Ottawa, Canada
K1P 5S9
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In addition to the initial public information meeting and after the
Phase II (detailed impact statement) Report is completed, the Report will
again be made accessible to the public for study and the public will be
afforded an opportunity at that time to voice any concerns or questions
which may have arisen. Approval of the facility site will be considered
only after all concerns have been taken into account.

Specifically, we wish to point out that results of tests so far
indicate that there is no acid generation problem with the Birch Island
ore and waste material; therefore, acidic water should not occur. However,
more testing will be conducted during the second phase of the study.

With respect to collection of detailed baseline data, please note
this is one of the main requirements of any environmental impact study.
As a result, you may rest assured that before the Birch Island project
(or any other possible project) gets off the ground, the baseline data
on ground and surface water in the area will have been collected and
analysed.

In the case of surface exploration work, there is no likelihood
that such work would result in any significantly increased release of
radionuclides and/or other pollutants from the explored orebodies.

The question of the morality involved in proceeding with the development
of the nuclear industry is beyond the scope of the Atomic Energy Control Board's
mandate. However, you must surely realize that the great number of professionals
involved in the regulatory assessment of any project are human beings and must
reconcile their decisions with their moral standards and professional ethics.
These standards and ethics are bound to be reflected in their decisions. It
should be kept in mind that any human activity will leave a legacy to future
generations. As previously mentioned, uranium mill tailings are not the only
source of pollutants; other pollutants are not measured in thousands of
years, they do not decay, and thus will remain forever.

Enclosed please find a copy of the Atomic Energy Control Act and
Regulations, and a copy of Licensing Guide No. 31, "Guide to the Licensing
of Uranium and Thorium Mine-Mill Facilities", for your perusal. The
Licensing Guide should give you a better understanding of the regulatory
requirements and mechanics of approval for proposed uranium mine/mill
facilities.

Should you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to
contact the und~~igned at Ottawa (telephone: 613/995-3181).

Yours sincerely,

ABO: jsm
c. c. Mr. J. McDonald, Chairman

Uranium Mine Steering Committee

A~~f·¢:h
Mine, Chemical & waste ~agement
Facility Licensing Division



URANIUM MINING STEERING CO~1ITTEE

PUBLIC MEETING: CLEARWATER, B.C.

BIRCH ISLAND PROJECT: CONSOLIDATED REXSPAR

MINERALS AND CHEMICALS LTD.

The Steering Committee would like to make the following

statement at the beginning of this Public Meeting. After a

review of the Stage I Report and the review by government

agencies, the Committee decided that it was necessary for the

project to be outlined to the citizens in Clearwater and

surrounding area, and their concerns on the technical aspects

of the project would be taken into account. The Committee

requested the Company to hold a public meeting in Clearwater

to explain their project and answer questions relating to the

project. The concerns of the residents in the area would be

taken into account by the Committee and would request the

company to cover this aspect in the Stage II Repo~t.

RoZe & PZanning Process

The Committee's main function is to co-ordinate govern

ment agency reviews of environmental impact assessments and

to ensure that all standards and specifications set out in

various Federal and Provincial statutes are met before a

decision to develop the mine is taken.

The Committee is composed of representatives ~rom Federal

and Provincial Governments agencies with a direct involvement

in the environmental, regulating and technical aspects of
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the development.

A. B. Dory, P.Eng., Atomic Energy Control Board.

J. D. McDonald, P. Eng., Ministry of Mines and Petroleum
Resources, Senior Engineer and Inspector, Reclamation,
Stability pits dams, Environmental impact assessments,
co-chairman Coal Guideline Steering Committee.

Dr. J. O'Riordan, Environment Land Use Committee, Secretariat,
Assistant Director, Special Projects, chairman, Coal
Guidelines Steering Committee.

The Secretariat reports to the ELUC, a 9-member Cabinet

Committee which administers the Environment and Land Use Act.

~hisAct requires that all aspects of environment and land use

are considered before any decision on major resource develop-

ment is undertaken. The Secretariat is therefore responsible

for ensuring that impacts on land use, fisheries, wildlife,

recreation, forests, corr~unities and heritage resources are

identified and evaluated.

Process

The Steering Committee has requested the Company,

Consolidated Rexspar Minerals and Cehmicals Ltd., to follow

a four-stage planning process, similar to the established

process of Guidelines for Coal Development. This process is

applied to all major coal developments in the province.

uranium mining being new to the province, that established

process used for coal would be followed for uranium mining.

1. Prospectus. A short document describing the location

and design of the mine and related facilities. This was
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prepared in 1976 and most of the information is contained in

the Information Brochure prepared by the Company in November

1976.

2. Stage I Report: Preliminary Environmental Analysis

This report was completed in April, 1977 and outlines in more

detail the minesite, development proposal and the preparation

plant together with information on control of liquid and solid

wastes. The main intent of the Stage I Report is to identify

impacts on the natural and social environment and to discuss

alternative approaches to reducing and managing these impacts,

e.g., locations of waste materials, general design of tailings

pond. In addition, the developer is expected to establish a

monitoring program to determine the base-line quality of the

waters and atmosphere surrounding the mine. It is not the

purpose of the Stage I report to detail the pollution control

facilities and other measures required to reduce environmental

impacts as the final engineering and feasibility is not com

plete at this stage. This is the primary function of the

Stage II report.

This report has been reviewed by the various government

regulatory agencies with an interest in the project, the

technical concerns expressed at today's meeting will be part

of the review process. The comments and advice of all the

agencies and public concerns will be reviewed by the Steering

Committee, and as a result, a set of specific directives will

be issued to the developer to ensure that the Stage II report
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adequately covers those concerns. The Steering Committee

has already met with the Company to discuss the comments

received from the government agencies and these will be

incorporated in the Stage II Report. The meeting with

company was held on August 16th, 1977. A summary of comments

reviewed at the meeting can be obtained by respresentatives

of interested groups, from the Steering Committee.

Stage III

If the project is given "approval-in-principle" then

the developer must prepare final detailed plans for the

approval of specific license and permits.

Provincial Government

(1) Pollution Control Act: Permits for discharge of air

emissions and effluents.

(2) Water Act and Regulations: Licenses for use of water.

(3) Mines Regulation Act:

Section 10: Approval of the mining plan by the chief

inspector of mines. This includes tailings dam stability,

dumps and pit.

. ..• . it~'/?/'t"
Sectlon 11: Reclamatlon Permlt Authorlzlng Surface w$}i:

The Act governs the health and safety of the workman,

in safety regulations, dust and gas exposures, radiation

exposures .'

(4) B.C. Land Commissioners Act: Authority to remove land

from the Agricultureal Land Reserve.

c.
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(5) Forestry Act: Timber Removal.

(6) Land Act: Issuance of land leases on crown land and

issues for right-of-way development.

Federal Government Permits & Approvals

The Atomic Energy Control Board has jurisdiction over all

operations where there is radioactivity. In Uranium mining,

the AECB has a review process for issuing permits. The

Steering Committee will co-ordinate the Federal and Pr'ovincial

review process to avoid duplication.

1. AECB -- permits

Exploration
Construction and Development
Operational
Post operational

2. Environment Canada

Approval of project by fisheries.

Stage IV: Project Implementation

Various Provincial Government agencies have specific

and continuing responsibilities during development of the

project into a producing mine and will continue to monitor

specific aspects of the project. The developer is responsible

for conforming with government regulations in such key areas

as air and water quality and surface reclamation. The same

applies to offsite facilities. Most intensive monitoring can

be anticipated through the development phase, curing which

accepted guidelines to mitigate construction impacts are

,~...:.
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enforced. Once operational, normal regulatory functions

related to adequacy, safety, .etc., are implemented.

cJt;;!lltLtt//
///0. ~. McDonald, P.Eng.
~ Cha.l.rman

. \ Uranium Mining Steering Committee

o



Deo.-be~ 20, 19",

lhella It. Mo•• ,
205 C01U11bJ..a IU..t.,
Itaaloopa, B. C.
V2C 287

Dear .... 110•••

TbaDk YO" to~ your 1.t.t.~ of DeceBlber " 1977 out.lia1a,
!'Ouzo 00ftCeJ:~ fox i:he ••Ubl1aa-at. of • uaalaa 1dAe· at. B1Z'Gb
Iale4, 8. C.

'fbe pol1oy of the GoMnaeat; napeat.lft, exploration aa4
II1nlng fOJ: uu1_ 1. the .... a. t:b.at. for o1:Mr m.Dual deY
.lop_at. 1n ithe PJ:oviDa., ~.aOCJfti.1D9 of aoune th4t .pecial
pr.caut.lou ... u"•••uy by tbe Z'a41oact.l.. nat.ue of the
auba'tar&c:.. co.pnbeaal.. Nyl_ pzaoce4\1na are in place fol'
.11 DeW lIlaa ....lopMDt:. aa4 1n the ca•• of \lraniua, a 01al
lueJ:la, Co.'tue baa Mea Nt. up a. lD41oat.e4 1ft 'the p .
1'.1.... .""aMd W 'tid. lettAt&' whiab I beli.". you haft al a4y
•••• Pl:Oriaoial at.an4u4a fo~ a.f8 ..aiD, pl'aaU••, 4ut aa4
1101•• GOlltnl, alll' ..4 watel:' 11t.y, n.l...t1oa of the allUl
.1te a" otbu raGet. of aiae lopMft_, 0 .. be.D la place
for aOM t1M aD. we have • loa, baokP'Ou4 of ."'1:1.808 1.
woJ:lcla. w1tb tbea. POl' U ....., the r......1 Gofta.eDt.thl.'o1l9b
the A1:OIIlc BDUV COat&'Ol .act ... ...,alado.., ••u at.aa4a&tcla
04 reqU... app"..1. ¥bloll ~ PJ:OY11lcial GoftnMllt .a•
....4 04 ....... ewel'...l ••

"- p.. ~a. at at.ch l.laD4 1., 8t111 1ft aD .arly.ta._ of 1:he 1 pRO... aad w111 INa al1owe4 tto to .bead
.a17 if 1. Ule .taada~" AfI'I1nd lIftdel: PnYlaalal aad
....1'.1 .tat a" l.'e91l1.t.lou. 1ft the appnY.l pl:OO•••,
npona pn411Ge4 by the d...1opeJ: al:. •••11ab18 fOJ: "'Ylev b7
the public •• vel1 •• by all Go'fthllllll-' .98ft01.. .ff.C1U4 by
the ....101.... 1'011 an aleo \ID4o'rdJtAl41y ..ar. Uul' ~be
COJIPaDr bae naeaUy beld • public .."11l9 1. Cleana"'r, •• c.
to ou."11.. thel. plOjeat. _ .....1: -7 qu.a'tloa. of 1.u&--
••t.e4 lJUU.14ul. O~ PO .
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Iheila M. Mo••
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Decellber 201. 1977

I appreciate your intere.t and I .. sure you will retain
an .~iv. concern in 'thi. 4...1op1l8nt. throu9hout: the review
period.

Your••incerely,

J.... It. Chabot.
KIRIlnR

Bnolo.ure

ERM/ph
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December 20, 1977,

Jeanne Jodouin,
205 Columbia S~r••t,
Kamloops, B. C.
V2C 297

Dear Ms. Jodouin:

Thank you for your letter of December 10, 1977 oU~11nin9

your concerns for the establishment of a uranium mine a~ Birch
Island, B. C.

The policy of the Government respeoting exploration and
mining for uranium is the same ae that for other mineral develop
ment in the Province, reooqnizing of course the special precau~ions

mado nec••sary by the radioaotive nature of the substance. Co~

prehens!ve review procedures are in place for all new mine develop
ments and in the case of uranium, a special S~.8rinq Committee
has been set up .s indicated in the press release attached to this
letter whioh I believe you have already seen. Provincial standards
tor safe mining practices, dust and noise control, air and water
quality, reclamation of the mine slte and other faoets of mine
development, have been in place for some time and we have a long
backqround of experience in working with them. For uranium, the
Federal Government through the Atomic Energy Control Act and
regulations, seta standards and requires approvals which the
Provincial Government can exceed and oannot overrule.

I 40 not. f.el that a complete aoratorlum on the projeot. at
Birch Ieland will aerve any u••ful purpos.. The proposed Re..par
Mine is still in an early stage of the approval proce.. and will
be allowed t.o 90 ahead only if it. ...t.8 the standards required
under Provincial and Pederal atat.ut•• and ~.qu1atlons. In the
approval proce•• , reports produced by ~. developer are available
for review by t.he public as well .a by all Government agencl••
affeot.ed by the development. I believe the st.andards established
through the Atomic Energy Control Act ensure that uranium mining
will be permitted only where all concerns for public aatety,
healt.h and environmental protection are fulfilled. Fur~er,

British Columbia will benefit. from policie. aeveloped in o~her

Provinces and vl11 be subject. t.o all :reaeral contzol for develop
ment and export., wl11 not repeat. lIletake. t.hat have been made in
other jurisdict.ions, and can opt t.o l1Jdt nuclear developaent. if
we are not satisfied t.hat t.he inter••ts of Briti8h Columbia and
it.s oltl.en. ah being ••rved by any paztloular development..

• • 2



Jeanne Jod.ouin

- 2 -

December 20£ 1977

I am sure that you are aware t:hat. Consolidat.ed Bexapar
Minerals and Chemical. Limited held a public meetlnv 1n Clearwat.er,
B. C. on December 18, 1977 t.o ou~lln. t.he det.ails of their Birch
Island project and to answer any que.t.ions that interest.ed
individuals or groups had. I wou14 expect. the company t.o continue
to inform the publio of their progr... and plana for this project..

I appreciate your int.erest and I am Bure you will retain an
active conoern in the Biroh Island development t.hroughout the
review !-:'eriod.

Yours sincerely,

James R. Chabot
~4INISTER

Enclosure

ERr-1/ph
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-DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND PETROLEUM'wdOURCES

Date: / hf v/11

From:~111
To: t=- ".., 1

INSTRUCTIONS

o For your approval.

o For your information.

o For necessary action.

o Se~d me copy of reply.

o For your comments.

o Prepare reply for my signature.

o Prepare draft of reply.

o Return to me.

o Return to file.

o For signature.

o Wish to discuss.

REMARKS:

o (tOO)



• DfPA-RTMENT OF MINES AND PETROLEUHESOURCES

Date:":t:>oc ,...r-7,7

INSTRUCTIONS

D For your approval. fi!repare reply for my signature.

D For your information. D Prepare draft of reply.

D For necessary action. D Return to me.

D Send me copy of reply. D Return to file.

o For your comments. D For signature.

D Wish to discuss.

REMARKS:

o (tOO)
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Dec.IIb.,. 20, 1977,

Mr•• Domini 8~war~,

225 We.t St. Paul S~r••t,
X••loops, 8. C.
V2C lG2

Dear .u:.. St.ewart I

Thank you for your letter of December 9, 1977 lft4ioa~in9

youl: COftcern for t.he deYeloplftent of an open pit uran1wa mile
at Birch I.land, B. C.

The policy of the Government re.pecting exploration and
mininq for uranium 18 the .... •• that tor other .tneral de..lop
..n~ in ~e Province, reooqnisinq ot courBe the epeeial precautions
mad. n.c••••ry by t.he radioactive nature of the aubst.ance. Com
prehensive review procedure. are in place for all new mine develop
menta and in the case of uranium, a special Steering Committee
haa b••n Ret up .s indicated in t.he press release a1:t.ached to t.his
letter which I believe you haye already aeen. Provincial standard.
for Bafe mining practice., dust and noise control, air and water
quali~y, reclamation of the mine eite and other facets of mine
development, hay. been in place tor some time and we have a long
backqround of experience in working with them. For uranium, the
Federal Government throuqh the Atomic Enerqy Control Act and
regulations, .ets fltanetard. and requires approvals which the
Provincial Government can exceed and cannot overrule.

I do not feel that a complete moratorium on the project at
Birch I.land will ••rYe any u••ful purpose. The proposed Rex.par
Mine i. still in an early staqe of the approval process and will
be allowed to go ahead only if it meets the standards required
under 'Provincial and Federal lIt:atut•• and regulations. In the
approvhl proc••• , reports produced by ~e developer are available
for review by the public .a well .s by all Government agencies
affect:ed by ~h. de"elopll8nt.. I believe the at.andarda established
throuqh the Atoaic Bnerqy Cont-rol Act. en8ure that uranium mining
,,111 be penl!i;ud only where all concern. for public safety,
health and env1roa.ent.al prot.eot:lon are fulfilled. Pur~.r,

8rlti.h Colu.bia will benefit froa polioi.. developed In other
Province. and will be subjeot. 'to all re4eral conuol for develop
MIlt ..4 ezpoc_, ,,111 not repeat Ill.tak•• that. ha.. been _de in
other 'ul.41ctlon., aa4 aan opt to limit. nao1..r: 4eftlo~t 1f
we a~ DO~ ••t.l.fled that the ift..~••t. of Britlah Col.-bia and
it. citi••aa .~. beiR, ••r..d by any p~ioul.~ de..lo,...t.

• • 2
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FILE

a For your comments. 0 For signature.

o Send lIle copy of rePly. 0 Return to file.

o For necessary action. 0 Return to me.

o For your apProval. ~repare reply for lilY signature.

o For your infonnation. 0 Prepare draft of reply.

o (100)
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CANADIAN ASSOCIATION 01- INDUSTRIAL
MECHANICAL and ALLIED WORKERS

5648 IMPERIAL STREET - BURNABY, BRITISH COLUMBIA, V5J 1E9 - TE.LEPHONE (604) 438·6211

"'1 - '

AFFILIATED TO THE CONFEDERATION
OF CANADIAN UNIONS

PAr\LlAMENT BUILDINGS
VICTORIA, B.C.r' • D

___, pecember 7, 1977

/ASsISTAnT D£PU1Y MIHISlE" MiNISTER'S OFFICE
MUt£RAl R£SOURCES 1< EeEl V ED

The Hon. James Chabot, . REC·O DEC 1 Ii "17~1r:_.__,
Minister of Hines and Petroleu~'Resources, ..1. U ;J" lJt.~ 12 1977
Parliament Buildings, }I· REfERRED ,O·rOATf[lN,n~ ... U
VICTORIA, B. C. D.M.

Dear Mr. Chabot:

Our union represents the majority of open pit metal
miners in the province of British Columbia. Representatives of
our 2,000 miners have taken a firm decision to oppose the
mining of uranium in our province. The recent B.C./Alberta
Regional Conference was made fully cognizant of the adverse
effects on the health of the Elliot Lake uranium miners.

The Ham Report clearly pointed out that one of the
contributing factors to the high rate of lung cancer among
Ontario uranium miners was the failure of provincial and
federal government authorities to agree on a standard, and en
£orcement policy. We are convinced that the same jurisdictional"
problem exists in British Columbia. The standards proposed by
the provincial Ministry of Mines merely propose incorporating
into prov,incial legislation existing federal standards which we
feel are inadequate. The proposed provincial standards include
no mention of the monitoring of radon gas or radium 226. Most
import~ntly, not only have the proposed standard~ not become
law, they have not yet been seen by the legislature.

If these inadequate standards become law, what effect
will they have on the health of uranium miners? vJe are convinced
that the health of uranium miners will suffer as we are skeptical
that even these standards will be met. There is only one en
vironmental inspector who will be able to conduct monitoring.
Yet he is unable to keep up with even his present workload. There
are 'supposed to be two environmental inspectors. However, in-
~spectors wno leave 'the mines inspection branch are not being 
replaced, \ The inspection branch is presently short five inspectors.

• •• •.. ',,,,- .. .t.', • - .~ •

If the environmental inspector'is able to f~"nd the time
to inspect the uranium mine, what will be the reaction if air
contamination levels are found to exceed the proposed inadequate
standard? The ans\Ver is unfortunately that probably nothing will
l1appen'to the company but the workers~ health will suffer. The
enforcement powers of the mines inspectors are extremely limited.
They have the right to close an operation (rarely used) and the
right to prosecute. However prosecution is a reactive, not a

jjA Canadian Union For Canadian Workers"

continued , , , , ,
G
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preventive approach. Many miners will have to be found to
be ill before a prosecution is likely to be su~cessful. The
mines inspectors have no power to impose a penalty assessment
as the Workers t Compensation Board is empowered to do for
violations of its health and safety standards. This is a
preventive approach designed to correct problems before they
are allowed to produce sick or injured workers. And most
regretably, in spite of numerous violations of existing
air contaminant standards, to our knowledge there has never
been a prosecution inv0lving a violation of an environmental
standard. If this pattern of lax enforcement were to continue
with a uranium mine in our province, the result would be tragic.

We are extremely distressed by the callous disregard
of the Consolidated Rexspar company for the health of workers.
Company Vice-President De Bastiani is quoted on November 26,
1977 as attempting to discredit the findings of the Ham Commi
ssion and is quoted as saying that "if federal and provincial
controls imposed upon uranium open pit mining are too stringent,
the Birch Island proposal will not be economically feasible and
Rexspar will abandon the site". In our opinion, any company
which fails to admit it made tragic errors in its Ontario
uranium mines and which puts forth no proposals to correct those
errors in its proposed development in B.C., is not needed by the
people of British Columbia. They offer us a handful of jobs for
a short period of time; in exchange for exposures to dangers
which are only beginning to be understood.

It has not been demonstrated that there is any safe
way to mine uranium at ~he present time. The onus to show that
a safe procedure exists is a heavy one. Neither the companies
that wish profit from production nor the governments who have
acquiesced in uranium development have discharged this onus.

We therefore urge you to use your good offices to
prevent the initiation of uranium mining in B.C., until the
mining of uranium is proven to be safe.

Yours sincerely,

0\n ,,{\fh
~~~
Cathy Walker,
Staff Representative.

CW:mp

cc: - CAIMAW Hining Locals' Health &
Safety Reps.
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D For your approval. ~ Prepare reply for my signature.

o For your information. D Prepare draft of reply.

D For necessary action. D Return to me.

o Send me copy of reply. D Return to file.

o For your comments. D For signature.

D Wish to discuss.

REMARKS:

o (100)
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December 16, 1977

Mrs. M. Thomson
4107 West 13th Avenue
Vancouver, British Colwm)ia
V6R 2T5

Dear Mrs. Thomson:

Thank you for your letter of December 1st requesting
a public enquiry into uranium mining.

The Policy of the Government respecting exploration and
mining for uranium is the same as that for other mineral develop
ment in the Province, recognizinq of course the special precautions
made necessary ]JV thj~ radioactive natur·=:! of tht~ su!)stance. Com
prehensive revin\V' proc(~dur~s are in place for all net" mine develop
ments and in the Ca,3c.~ of uran.ium, a. sp(:!cL11 St(~ering Commit.tee
has l.;e(~n set ur,) i:1G ind.icatr.~d in the nrO;iS rel(!a.::H-~ <..lttachad to this
letter which I!)el i~~ve you have alread'l! ;:H~f:~n. Provincial standards
for safe mininq ~ractice~, dust and noi3c co~trol, air and water
quality, r€:;J.:- "~'rtl::lti()n of -t::l0 ,,':inc site; :1!1>l. ot::)~r f.7lcetn of: mine
develonr;13'1 t, ·H'....,(~ "')e;::;n i:1 ;)l·aca for sone tiFF! .'"\!ld \'1e have .:\ long
back,]"roun of '3xp'}r:L";nc(~ in \tor1:inq ~":i t;'l th.er1. I"or uranium, the
Federal Governln/:~ntt:;1r()uq'h the Atomic r",n~~r(rI CO:1.trol Itct ,.~nd reg
ulations, Gets st41ndar,Jg a'1<1 requir(~s:lr)T)l:'ova.ln '"flich the Provincial
Government ~a.n c:X(::-";:'i~(' ....1Dr'l c:tnnot overrule.

I do not fe~l that .~ public enquiry into uranium mining
in British ColuMbia 'liould serve any U,SQful ~.urnor';0. /\11 the issues
have be·~n fully airS"] in r<~lation to ~3i!~.ilar r.lev(:~lopruents in other
parts of Canada. ~;ri,ti'3h Columl)ia will benefit from policies
developed in other Provincos and will be subject to all Federal
Control for development and export, will not re~eat mistakes that
have been made in Ontario, and can opt to limit nuclear development
it we are not satisfied that the interests of nritish Columbia
and its citizens are being served by any particular develo~ment.

The texspar mine at Birch Island is still in an early
stage of the approval process and will be allowed to go ahead only
if it meets the standards required under Provincial and Federal
statutes and regulations. In the approval process, reports pro
duced by the developer are available for review by the public as

••••• 2
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December 16, 1977

well as by all Government aqencie8 atfected by the development.
I understand that recently the _.x.par people have arranged a public
intormation meeting in Clearwater to be held on December 18th and
have prepared a brochure outlininq preliminary details ot the pro
posed development.

I appreciate your interest and I am sure you will retain
an active concern in this development throuqhout the review period.

Yours sincerely,

JAMES R. CHABOT
Minister

Encl. :

,J \ '""1 I~ frO "i

"~i f IVfZ-



;,lEMORANDUM FAOM J. D•. McDo· -. d.,
Chairman, Uranium Mi.ning S,...",ring

TO DL'. J. O'!!-io):'dan, Mr.J •. !lJ;od.ie,
Dory, Dr. J. T. Fy1e$,~f: E. Mac
and Mr. W. C, Robinson.

C.ommittee.
.. A.
or

'p
THE DEPARTMENT OF

MiNES AND PETROI..EUM RESOURC:ES
PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS, VICTORIA, BRITISH COLUMBIA vav lX4

DATE Dec•.12, .1.9.7.7,.

Re: Consolidated Rexspar Minerals and Chemicals Limited-
Birch Is1and--"A Commentary on The Consolidated Rexspar
Minerals & Chemicals Ltd. Birch Island Uranium Mining
Proposal based on the Preliminary Environmental Study
of the Proposed Birch Island Pro j eet".

Enclosed is a copy of the above-mentioned Commentary for

your information and comments.

Q#:&#~
, /

/.'J. D. McDonald, P.Eng.,

(jChairman,
Uranium Mining Steering Committee.

JDM:jau

Encl.

r-- -
ASSISTANT DEPUTY MINISTER

MINERAL RE~nIJRCES

REC'D DEC 14 '71 00~_.
REFERRED TO DATE INITIAL
D.M.
E. & P,
GEDL.
INSP.
TITLES

FILE

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA



[]. Fisheries and Environrfl-' Canada Peches et Environnement Canada _
Fisheries and Marine Peches et Mer

il6 \ot)(re ~ftj,~.

6010-5-1-1

Our Ne NoIre f~'tNf1flCfI

1/

DEPT. OF MINES
AND PETROLEUM RESOURCES

Rec'd DEC 5 1977
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December 2, 1977

Mr. J. D. McDonald,
Cha i rman •
Uranium Mining and Steering Committee,
Senior Reclamation Inspector,
1834 Fort Street,
Vi ctori a, B. C.
V8R I J6

Dear Mr. McDonald:

I enclose a copy of the final version of the DFE review
report on the Proposed Uranium Mine at Birch Island, which has been
prepared by the Regional Screening and Co-ordinating Committee for
the Environmental Assessment and Review Process of the Government of
Canada. This document supersedes all previous drafts and if you have
any copies of such drafts I would request that you destr.oy them.

The Department of Fisheries and the Environment has no
objection to the public release of this report through the Uranium
Mining Steering Committee.

Sincerely,

/(ffA~
R. W. Stewart,
Acting Chairman, Pacific & Yukon
Regional Board.

RWS/tvd

Attach.

cc: Mr. D. S. Lacate.

In OI(Jet IOCOfISefW er>enJY
ana ~SOIJfC6. I"S~
con/olfnS .Sl1et C6l'lI f'!CyCIeD
DOS! COl'ISl.ml!l' IllYe

AGIe'S l,trsdeCtYIsef\1a/lOl1
ae f Merge et des teSSOUfC8S
C8P4P"'Yccn/JefV 45PQJfeenl
oe11CY8Sf~
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A CON/,1EIHARY OIJ THE COtJSOLIDATED,
REXSPAR MINERALS &CHEMICALS LTD.

BIRCH ISLAIID URANIUr,! mlJItJG PROPOSAL

based on the

Preliminary Environmental Study of the
Proposed Birch Island Project'

.!

Department of Fisheries &Environment
November. 1977
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1 IllTRODUCT ION

- 1 -

This document is an appraisal of the information contained
in the "Prospectus" and "Prel imi nary Envi ronmenta1 Study of the
Proposed Birch Island Project" prepared by Kilborn Engineering for
Consolidated Rexspar Minerals and Chemicals Ltd. and is not an
independent impact assessment. Requirements for additional information
are identified.

The Birch Island Project is viewed as the first of several
urani~w ?roperties that may be de~eloped in south central British
Colu8bie, including sites neqr Kelowna and Nelson. The level of
enviro!":;::ental protection incorporated in the Bi rch Island project ~Iill,

ina very di rect ~Iay, set the standa rd for any subsequent 'urani urn
develop;::ent which may be established in the region. Therefore, herein
are expressed the specific concerns of the Department of Fisheries and
Environment for those aspects of the environment which, by federal
legislation, it is empowered to protect; i.e., air, land and \~ater

quality of the region \·,hich support a fish and \~ildlife resource.

,
All new base metal and uranium mines must comply \~ith the

National 11etal ~1ining Liquid Effluent Regulations and Toxicity
Guidelines. Effluent parameters were not presented in the Preliminary
Study, therefore the mine could not be evaluated against specific
regulations. The proposed development has been examined in the broad
sense of environmental protection. General comments on environmental
considerations beyond our legislative mandate are also provided for
consideration by regulatory bodies such as the Uranium Mining Steering.
Committee and are based on a recent reconnaisance of the site, as ~/ell

as referenced material.
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AQUATIC ENV IRotmEfITAL BASELI liE HlFOR~IATI atl

The 1st stage report presents a very limited picture of the
biological baselines and hydrogeology of the development area. Both
Clay Creek and Foghorn Creek, the two drainage basins of importance to
the operation, are inadequately characterized I-,ith respect to physical,
chemical' and biological features. Impacts on Foghorn Creek may result
fror.1 [;line site activity, runoff diversion, waste dump drainage, mine
water seepage, crushing plant activity and v/atel" use. Clay Creek may- . . .
be affected by tailings pond seepage, proposed diversion, beneficiation
plant activities, and plant site drainage. All of the above may have
long te;.l impact on the local hydrology relative to the Birch Island
community domestic vlater supplies and groundvldter quality entering the
Thompsen River System.

The limited biological data presented is insufficient for
the establishment of baseline conditions or for the assessment of
possible impact. Various components, such as, benthos, fish, plankton,
and periphytic algae should be collected to determine preproduction
species diversity, as well as radionuclide and heavy metal content.
The fishery potential of Foghorn and Clay Creek has not been adequately,
assessed. Instead the report speculates on the probability of its use
on the basis of Thompson River fish data.

The water quality data presented in the 1st stage study is
very cursory in nature and lacks depth with respect to characterizi ng
seasonal variations (Page 111-8). The data also contains a large
number of anomalies such as in the case where sulphate levels from
adits are of some concern and may indicate the possibility of leaching
(Page IV~11) which would indicate that more extensive examination is
required (Page IV-62, 63). The report does not discuss in a
satisfactory manner the impact of contamination on domestic water
supplies, biological components of the watershed (Page IV-55) (Page

, '.
lV-63) or the action and consequences of radioactive substances in the
environment (Page lV-14, Page lV-63, Page IV-72).
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ATIIOSPHER IC EIJVI ROtmEIlTAL BASELI lIE 1IIFOR~IATI ON

The 1st stage study does not take advantage of data from a
number of other climatological stations in the area besides those
referred to in the study (Barriere, Vavenby, Blue River). These data
are available from the Atmospheric Environment Service and should be
reviewed in estimating the local climatology. British Columbia Snow
Course data are also available and should be ~onsidered in assessing
snow depth and its variation I'lith elevation.

The report does not address in adequate detail the impact of
air emi5sions on the local environment. Potential air pollutants
resulting from the proposed mining operations include dust generated
duri ng mi ni ng and transpo:"t of the ore to the commi nuti on pI ant. Thi s
subject is not addressed in the 1st stage study. Particulates
generated during the first stage of comminution - ja\'1 and cone
crushing, both of which are carried out dry are not discussed in
adequate detail. For example no mention is made of the concentration
of dust that penetrates the dust control system (Page V-2). Ammonia
and leach liquor vapors from the beneficiation process are not,
discussed in sufficient depth to determine if an air pollution
condition can be anticipated. Particulates in the drier stack are
addressed on Page V-2, but no indication is given of the concentrations
that may be expected to penetrate the dust control system. Anticipated
S02 drier stack emissions are not referred to in the report nor is
the sulfur content of the drier fuel to be used. Uo reference to
fugitive dust from the tailings and waste dump areas can be found in
the report. The proponent should state whether a problem is
anticipated and the expected impact. If a problem is expected the 2nd
stage report shoul d outl i ne \'Ihat abatement measures are pI anned.

Application of the best practicable technology to the
mining-beneficiation of non-radioactive minerals results in dust
,emissions no greater than 40 mg/tJm3• Because of the radioactive
nature of the the dust in the proposed Birch Island Project, the Atomic
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Energy Control Board may require more stringent limits, particularly

with respect to the dust in the drier stack whose radioactivity is
lOOO-fold greater than that in the ore. Technology for control of
other dusts is in the development stage and we cannot yet provide a
limit that can be achieved at acceptable cost. Use of a fuel with a
sulfur content no greater than O,5%w ~till ensure that 502 emissions
are acce"ptab1e.

Availaple wind data are sparse in this area and we assume

that the dispersive capability of the atmosphere is of relevance both
during construction, and operation of the mine/mill facility. For your
info~ation, we have appended a swnmary of wind and inversion

conside~ations that may be expected for this location. It concludes
that for r.;uch of the year the dispersive capability of the air volume

at Birch Island is poor. Only during the daytime in spring and summer

are horizontal and vertical parameters of dispersion effective.
Furtherrlore duri ng times I",hen the katabati c flow down Foghorn Creek is

active fugitive dust from the mining and crushing operations could be
carried down into Birch Island. For this reason attention should be
made to monitoring of all radionuclide dispersion in the vicinity of

the proj ect. '

•
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ORE EXTRACTlDtJ MID CRUSHItiG

The mine will incorporate three open pits, a comminution
plant and a I'laste rock dump at 4,000 foot elevation. As noted (Page
11-4), when portions of the disturbed area become inactive (pits 'A'
and 'B') they I'fill be filled with the waste rock from pit 'BD' and

revegetated. It is understood that if ore reserves are located which
are unecono~ical to recover by conventional open pit methods, then

undergr::lund, methods may be undertaken by the ori gi na1 developer or
later ~y other mining companies. Thus, if future underground reserves

are a ~o5sibility, pit areas may not be available for waste rock
dispos~1 and the waste rock dump will include material from all three

pits.

The report speculates on the feasibi.lity of mining a
fluorite deposit located adjacent to the uranium ore deposits which

~lOuld extend the operating life of the mine. Since this possibility
would significantly alter VIe total impact of the project (i.e. size of
pits, tailings facilities, etc.) the 2nd stage report should, in more

definite terms, discuss this possibility by providing more detailed
information as to ~!hat modifications I~ould be required. The open

pit/comminution plant/waste rock areas are some of the most critical in
terms of pot~ntial environmental damage. They are located in an area
described as "very steeply to extremely steeply sl opi ng topography
erosion and sedimentation potential are expected to be moderate to high
compounded by the 'steep topography (Page IV-24)". Since the lower
reaches of Foghorn Creek may be spawning and/or salmonid rearing
habi ta t, plans for ensuri ng the stabil i ty of the development area both

during and after construction and for preventing siltation of the creek

are essential.

Questions arise as to the amount of contamination from the

waste rock piles and pit areas after abandonment. Monitoring of all
seepage waters, gl'ound\~aters, etc. in the vicinity of these ar~as must
be carried out and all contaminated waters should be utilized as
process make-up I·!ater, or directed to the tail ings treatment facil ities.
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It has not been determined for the 1st stage study if the

ore, overburden and wasterock have an acid generating potential (Pages
lII~10, IV-44, 47, 49, 50 and 64) or what possible impact this problem

may have on \'Iastedump drainage, open pit l'later, Foghorn Creek, or Clay
Creek water quality. Geological survey of Canada !·lap 48, 1963

(Geology-Adams Lake B.C., Campbell, R.B., 1963) indicates lead and zinc
have been identified with the uranium deposits. An assessment should
be made as to whether the uranium mining and leaching process will
re1eas~ these minerals and contaminate either surface or groundwater.

~Ihere references are made to acid generating potential of rock these
studi:s r.'.t.!st be performed and the 2nd stage report shoul d address ·the

•
treatne~t of such a problem.

Little information is given on.the management of the waste
rock dum? The 'A' and 'B' pits after removal of uranium ore will
(pending acceptance by Mines Department) be filled with waste rock

'BD' pit which is a "higher contaminated material" (Page IV-I0).
rock from 'A' and 'B' pit will be stockpiled. The development of
stockpiles by dumping short and dozing over (Page 111-8) does not
enable the process of reclamation to proceed immediately. Mention

should be made of an alternate method of waste dump'construction

whereby dumping starts from the toe of the dump limits and succeeding
levels of waste are stepped back allowing for the immediate
establishment of a biological angle of repose and early revegetation.

Although the report implies that a reclamation program I·lill
be started immediately the report neglects to address this aspect in
any detail. For example the table (Page 11-2) indicating the sequence
of events does not include reclamation phases of the project. The

report does not specify whether it is the intention to bring final pit
contours, either the refilled pits 'A' and 'B' or the 'BD' pit, to the

biological angle of repose before revegetation. The report should also
address the possibi1 ity of stockpi1 ing topsoil and suitable overburden. .
for future reclamation purposes.
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It is noted (Page IV-50) that "the comminution plant will be
built on gently sloping terrain of moderate· erosion". Although
developments are not proposed for map areas 7a and 8a (above the pit
area) the report cites the area as having "high material instability"
and is in an area of "avalanche tracks" (Page IV-26). It therefore
appears that there is a definite possibility of serious damage to the
com~inution plant with releases of slurry unless measures are taken to

protect the mine site from such events. Further study should address
the pcssibility of damage to the upper areas from avalanches.

The 2nd stage report should discuss the possibility of
utiliz~~g contaminated seepage waters, wasterock runoff, etc. for
slurry transport. It is also not clear from the report as to the
intended source of water for the communition plant (i.e. deep \~ells or
Foghorn Creek).

,
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!,lATERIALS TRMISPORTATION CORRIDOR

Pipelines

It is understood that a total of five pipelines will be
constructed along the present tram right-of-way: four slurry lines (2
operating and 2 back-up) and a possible line to provide water from the
lower \.."l1s to the comminution plant. In addition, the power lines for
the cOr.TIinution plant will be located along the tram right-of-way. In"
view of ~~e steep grade, the probable instability of slopes, and the
fact the:: it is in an area of 'avalanche tracks', more detail is
requi r?d on how these 1i nes I'!i 11 be constructed; i. e. ~,; 11 they be
above ;round or buried? It appears that some consideration has been
given to o~ergency breakage of individual slurry lines but measures do
not appear to consider the possibility of all lines being cut by land
or snowslides.

5.2 Water Usage

Overall, there seems to be some confusion as to v/ater needs.",
On page 111-25 the total water supply (process and domestic) is
"estimated at 500 U.S. gal/min. (720,000 gal/day) to"be supplied by one
or more deep l'Ie11 s. On page IV-31 the report notes that the company
has obtained a 20,000 gal/day water licence for domestic and mining use
which will be drawn from Foghorn Creek. As well, the report mentions
"vlater from either Foghorn Creek or Cl ay Creek I'loul d not be used for
processing at the hydrometa11urgical plant". Therefore, it is assumed
the 20,000 gal/day I'loul d be dravm "from the upper Foghorn Creek area.

Further to this, however, it is noted (Page 111-25) that
water may be pumped through a pipeline paralleling the slurry transport
lines, presumably for use in the comminution plant. It seems rather
uneconomical to pump Hater 10,000 feet from the wells at l,400'feet
elevation to the pit area at the 3,900 foot level when a licence has
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been obtained for water use at the point of use. If water is indeed

drawn from Foghorn Creek, maintenance of a minimum flow in this system
may -be necessary, since the creek may be a spawning and/or rearing area

for salmonids. Finally, on page IV-32 it is noted that "Consolidated
Rexspar has a water licence for a total of 1 million gallons per day".

In a view of the confusing references to water needs, it is
suggested that a total balanced \~ater budget be presented, which

- includes such considerations as use of mine seepage ~Iater. evaporation,
rainf~11, tailings pond storage, etc.

,
5.3 Roads

~Ie also have concerns with the upgradi ng of the wi ndi ng,

steeply graded road connecting the beneficiation plant and the
comminution plant. As mentioned in various parts of the report, the
terrain over which the road traverses is steep to extremely steep with

_unstable ground and possibilities of excessive erosion. Thus, any road

work must be conducted in such a manner as to prevent excessive
sedimentation reaching Foghorn Creek. Detailed plans of the

construction methods and measures to be provided for the protection of
fish bearing waters must be given.
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BENEFICIATION PLANT &TAILINGS DISPOSAL

The tailings pond is the most critical part of the
development from this Department's point of view. Unlike other mines
where most heavy metals and contuminants are either removed in the
mineral extraction processes or di~charged to a tailings pond which can
be reasonably well isolated, the uranium mine removes only urunium
while t.'1e remainder of the contaminants consisting of all heavy metals,
in~luding any residual radioactive material are directed to ,the
tailinss impoundment. Thi? situation is further aggravated because the
radioac~ive materials exhibit long-term effects. Some of the more

f

obvious effects have been documented in a report by Anderson et 21
(1953}.' They found that bottom fauna were less abundant below a
urani WoI processi ng mill and the reduction of food supply and the di rect
toxic effect of the mill \'Iaste reduced numbers of fish belo~1 the mill.
Furthemore, there was a prolific growth of algae extending a
considerable distance below the mill. However, it was also found that
a radium concentration factor (concentration of radium in tissues
divided by concentration measured in water) of 500 to 1,000 was
indicated for filamentous algae and the factor for aquatic insects I'las
similar. Fish also tended to concentrate the radiunl, mainly in bone
tissue, but also to some extent in the flesh. Although, these results
were obta i ned from a mi ne \~ith di rect di scharge of tai 1i ngs to the
river, similar effects I~ould be expected from contamination of
groundwaters or spillage of tailings into the North Thompson River.

The tailings impoundment and water wells are in the same
vicinity near the mouth of Clay Creek and both "are fed by gravel
forming part of the North Thompson River Basin" (Page III-25).
Accordi ng to the maps (Fi gure 4-5} the tuil i ngs pond may be wi thi n the
floodpla,in of the Uorth Thompson River, and certainly on the alluvial
fan of Clay Creek-It is felt that, in view of the long-term
instubilities of radioactive material (Ra226 half-life of 1620 years}

. .
in the tailings impoundment, construction based on 100 year' return
flood event of the Horth Thompson River may not be adequate.
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Flood protection Sllould be designed against a probable

maximum flood, a flood perhaps 5 to 10 feet higher than the 100-year
flood. There is some confusion as to the bed elevation of the pond
site. The "Concentrate and Tailings Pond Site" map locates it between

the 1400 and 1500 foot contours but the cross secti on dral-Ii ngs shOl'/ it

at 1384 feet. Relocation of the tailings pond site away ,from the' flood
plain and alluvial fan of Clay Creek would be desirable. SuCh a
relocation r.lay also avoid possible groundl,/ater aquifer contamination

which we refer to later. However, slope stability may determine the
feasibiiity of locating the tailings pond at a higher elevation. It is

noted -="at "Clay Creek is intermittant and probably subgravel near the
mouth" (?age IV-7). For this reason, we have doubts as to the

stability of the tailings impoundment base.

The tailings pond should overlie the least pernleable units

in the area. A soils investigation, if not already conducted, should
be used to determine the suitability of the alluvial fan for the siting

of the tailings pond. Alternate sites should be considered. In
addition, emphasis should be placed upon developing a safe,
long-lasting, watertight seal for the pond. It is proposed by Kilborn
Engineering that if necessary PVC 1ining ~lill be provided to control

seepage to t~e groundwater (Page 111-27). Questions arise about the'
long term stability of PVC and the possibility of damage to the lining

duri ng constructi on. These are extremely criti ca1 factors, for any
seepage emanati ng from the base of the pond wi 11 enter the ground\'/ater

and the llorth Thompson River, thus contaminating fish and pUblic water
supplies. A detailed plan for perpetual maintainance 'of the tailings
pond, including return of seepage water, after operations cease should

be included in the 2nd stage report.

Inland Waters Directorate's Hydrology Research Division used
geologic data supplied by Pacific Hater Hells Ltd. and \!ater

Investigations Branch (Victoria) in determining the site geology at the
, ' '

1400 ft. elevation. This information .I'IaS collected by ~/ater well
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to
of the

is necessary

permeabi 1i ty

contractors during drilling operations in the Oirch Island area. Of

the four avaiable well records, two are upstream Wirch Island School
and ·G. Knies) and two are downstrear.l (Ripley and t1adland) from the

proposed site. The records identify at least four geologic units \·/hich

are used locally for groundwater supply. Groundwater is developed from
fractured bedrock (Unit I) silty sand (Unit Ill, subtill sands and
gravels (Unit III), and sands and gravels (Unit IV) overlying the till

unit. A fifth water bearing unit is inferred at the mouth of Clay
Creek where air photos indicate an alluvial fan, probably consisting of

sand and gravels, protrudes onto the valley floor. Groundwater
move8.ent in these units is unkown hut likely suspect to local

•
cont~~ination. A detailed hydrologic investigation
determine such flow patterns and the continuity and
till unit.

The provincial Water Rights Branch have not issued licenses

fOl' cor.ti:1unal surface water usage in the Birch Island area. It is
therefore assumed that thi s communi ty uses ground\·tater. Resi dents

probably have shallow dug wells, well points and a few drilled wells.
The only drilled well record available at Birch Island is at the

school, located less than one-half mile down-gradient from the proposed·
tailings pond. The limited data ·available ~lOuld indicate that a good
potable groundwater is presently developed at shallOl~ depth in the

Birch Island region.

Available geologic data does not indicate coarse r.taterials
at depth I'/hich could supply the proposed facilities ~tith their

ground\~ater needs of 500 US gpm. This should be examined more closely ..

Further consideration should be given to the leakage effect

of a ta i.l i ngs pond dyke constructed wi th 1oca1 gravel s and to the
adequacy of the tailings pond capacity. It is also not clear from the

report as to the adequacy of the tailings pond volume in the event o~

fluorite mining or if the pond capacity is to be expanded.. Confusion
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is also added due to the lack of reference in the text of the report to
the proposed Clay Creek diversion shown in Drawing No. 7154-13-04 or

to the pond extension which covers the proposed Clay Creek

re-location.

Page III-27 refers to maximum practicable recycle, hO't/ever
it is not clear from the various references to recycling (Pages IV-32,
58 and V-5) as to what is meant by "maximum practicable" in terms of
anticipated percentage of recycle.

It is also not clear why barium chloride is added to the
seepage water to precipitate Ra22~ prior to recycle back to the

tailings pond. Is the precipitated radium also sent back to the pond?
It is r.ot understood why the seepage is not just returned -to the pond

or process plant without barium chloride precipitation. "Details of
this treatment and the ultimate fate of the sludge formed are not
described. It is recommended that this subject be thoroughly covered

- in the 2nd stage report.

Excessive rain or run-off volumes into the tailings pond,
should be provided for by additional freeboard on the pond and/or
diversion around the impoundment.

Another concern regarding the tailings impoundment is

related to the long-term reclamation and stabilization of the site.
Because of the sensitive nature (fisheries and public concern) of the

area and the type of mine, a feasibility study of vegetat"ing the

tailings pond should be carried out before the mine goes into
production. The Fisheries Service also has concern for the possibility
of mine tailings being spread by wind action. The Clean~ater area is

relativeJy arid (16 inches precipitation per year - Page IV-4) and
unless vegetation is provided contamination could occur from this

source.
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Although the area is not significant in terms of Hildlife
value, concern is raised as to the possibility of contaminating these
resources. The 2nd stage study should address the possibility of

isolating the tailings pond from migratory birds (particularly Canada
geese which utilize the area during seasonal migration) and ungulate

wildlife. It would be ir.lpossible to isolate \~ildlife and migratory
birds from contaminants entering the Horth Thompson.· This possible

impact should not be ignored.

I
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STORAGE AND TRAlJSPORTATIOll OF COllCEIJTRI\TE

It is not specified in the report how concentrate will be

managed other than that it \"Iill be contained in 55 gallon drums and

probably shipped to Port Hope, Ontario. In light of the incidences of
derailfilent that can occur on raihlays in British Columbia, it is of
interest to know the hazards involved with the stora~e of these drums,
the sa;eguards for transportation, and the volume. to be stored and
transported at any given time.

I



8

- Ib -

PROPOSED !'lOlH TOR I IIG MID FURTHER STUDY

In general terms the data contained in the reports was found

to be very prel imi nary and rudimentary in nature and inadequate to
conduct a comprehensive impact assessment. It is recommended that the
following preproduction monitoring and data collection be performed for
inclusion in the 2nd stage report:

la) Hydrology

documentation of groundwater movement of the Birch
Island site, groundwater recharge rates, and

subsurface mover.1ent of ~Ia ter inC1ay Creek,,
- perr.1eability of the soil underlying the tailings pond

site, and soil suitability fOI" tailings empoundrnent .
dyke construction,

- susceptability of local .I"ell water to groundwater
contamination.

lb) Climatology

- collection of available climatological data and
British Columbia Sno~1 Course data,

- assessment of evaporation and rainfall data and

inferrences on tailings pond adequacy, total expected
runoff, ground\'later re-charge and pit drainage,

- dispersive capability of the local environment and
inferrences on all mining and milling air emissions,

- an assessment of wind on the spread of contaminants,
particularly into watercourses, should be considered.

lc) Water Quality
- additional water quality data to delineate seasonal

variations, and confirmation of anomalous conditions,

- list of parameters to be measured to include

fl uori te,
additional I'later quality data on domestic water

supplies,
- toxicity assessment of anticipated tailings

supernatent to fish, invertebrates and algae,

- details of the acid leach process and the resultant
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effluent m3keup, the components toxicity, residuals,
persistence, and consequences wit~ respect to effects

on recycl e,

- acid generating potential of woste rock, overburden
and ore.

(d) Biological

- documentation of seasonal wildlife utilization of the
area; to include all birds,

- characteri ze the adj acent lIa ter course \·ti th respect to
fish utilization, benthos and periphytic algae
diversity and abundance,,

- provide baseline data on metal levels in fish, benthos
and algae,

- provide baseline data on background levels of radium
in fish, benthos and algae.

The 2nd stage report should include a proposal for an
ongoing monitoring program which would facilitate surveillance of

surface and subsurface \'later quality. Such a program should include
the bi 01 ogi cal components of the envi ronment as Hell, as the metal and

radionuclide content of those components.
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Atm05~\eric Dispersi~e Capab~_~tj

1. 'fhe hydrometallurgical plant \.Till be located at HOO
feet HSL in the valley of the North Thompson river at Birch
Island, and the open pits and cOl!l!llinution plant will be located at
',000 feet :':SL in the north/south valley of Foghorn Creek. The
Thompson valley is orientated north~est/southeastand is approxioately
three niles vide at the 3000 foot HSL level \.Tith ridges in excess
of 5000 feet within three miles of the river. The narrow, very steep
valley of F0 6horn Creek slopes downward to the north from Granite
J10untau at 7400 feet, seven miles south of Birch Island.

2. There is no anemometer record available for Birch_ Island,
however, ~te attached analyses for Kanloops and Blue River, both in
the Tho-~s~~ Valley, are in-good agree~ent, and may be used to
deduce t~ probable \.TL~d flo~ at Birch Island. These show that \.Tinds
prevail ec:.:.her up-valley, down-valley, Or are calm. Hean wind speeds
are ~u6 :.ig::'ter iQ all seasons at Blue River tllan in the much
broader a~~ shallo~er valley at Kamloops, and-those at Birch Island
,-'ould be in agreer:tent with the Btue River data, Calm .linds are quite
frequent, particularly over the winter. The diurnal displays of calm
winds s~o:J that there is little diurnal change of these in "inter
months, but that they are very frequent ovel~ight and in the early
morning, aCId occur rarely in late morning and afternoon i" spring,
suomer and fall. The diurnal displays of the prevailing directions
show that up-valley winds occur principally through mid-day and in the
afternoon in spring, s~er and fall, while do~~-valley winds occur
in- these seasons in the mon1ing follo"ing the ID3ximum in calm frequency.
There is only a small diurnal change in up-valley or do~~-valley

'circulation in winter. A similar diurnal circulati0n patten> is likely
at Birch Island.

3.. A separate, local circulation will affect the operation in
the Foghorn Creek valley at times. - During months when soow cover is
confined to the upper slopes of Granite Hountaiu, and on clear nights
in all seasons, a .katabatic or down-clope '"lind will occur. This is
known to be quite violent in some locations. The su~er daytime
anabatic or up-slope ",ind "ill likely Dot occur due to the northern
cA~osure of the valley.

•

4.
at Birch
is as in

'fhe seasonal percentage frequency of ground-based inversions
Island at t",o times of day (mid-afternoon and early Inorning)
the following table:

P.H.
A.H.

. \1inter

40
60

Spring

20
65

-·Summer.

10
75

,
-Fall
~

25
.65

'fhu9 ground-based inversions' are frequent in all seasons
overnight and in the early Qorning and quite frequent through the day,

.as ",ell, in \.Tinter.
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5. ~he Clinatological Su~ary for Vavenby, ju~t cast of
Birch Isla<ld. indicates that with approximately seventc~n inches of
precipitation annually, and m~asurable precipitation on 337. of
days, the effect of rainout and ,·,ashout of ai,rborne pollutants "ould
be only slight. ,..

. '

6. In su=ary. \lith extended periods of light or caln ,:inds"
freque~t ground-based inversions and quite co?straining topography,
the dis?~~sive capability of the air volune at Birch Island is poor
for ~u~ of the year. C3ly during the day tine in spring anu SU~jer

are }.c_:==~tal and v~rtieal pare~eters of dispersion effective. At
other ~es ~~y air e~s~ions fro~'the operation of the plant would
tend to ~crease in concentration locally. Additionally, during
tines w~e~ the katabatic flow do~~ Foghorn Creek is active, fugitive

'dust, etc., fro~ the ~ning and cru~hing operation could be carried
do~n to 3ireh Island. .

..
'.

I '
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Socia-Economic Impacts

A number of socio-economic concerns intrinsic to the Birch

Island project and relative to the environmental component are not

~Iei ghted in the report in terms of accrued benefi ts to the Thompson

tlicola Region or to the Province as a whole. In view of the

di sbenefits of poss i b1e long term economi classes to 'the Provi nee in

commercial, sport and Uative Indian food fisheries, the report does not

fully cppreciate the trade-off of short tenn economic stimulus to the

local region. For example, an estimated ten locally created jobs are

not ba-;:'.i1ced I-lith the possible loss to the tourist sport fishery and

related cctivity including dollars generated for the local economy.

TherefGre, it is hoped that the 2nd stage report would discuss the

potential socio-economic impacts on the environmental component and

explore in broad terms the following concerns:

1. Is there presently or within the next 5 years a demand for Uranium,

and vlhere is the projected market.

2. If such a market exists, what, if any, benefits to British Columbia

as a v~ole and the Thompson-Nicola region specifically can be

expected. ' ,

3. Hhat quality of land is expected to be removed from the

Agricultural Land Reserve, and what regional priorities have been

considered.

4. To what extent will the resident sport fishery, including the value

to local people connected I,ith existing opportunities for fishing

in the area, be affected.

5. What utilized fishing streams, lakes and fish rearing areas are to

be di sturbed by the project.

6. HO~I will any subsistence fishery or Native Indian food fishery be

affected. '

7. How I-lill present levels of toul'ist sport fishery including dollars

generated for the local economy be affected by the development.

8. Hhat are the possibilities of economic loss to the commercial



.!
, -

salmon fishery as a result of ·damage to rearing and breeding

streams in the project area.

9. Hhat are the possibilities that contamination of fish by \·/aste

products from the devel opment, ~Ii 11 render them lIsel ess for sport,

Indian food, or commercial sale.

10. How nuch increased pressure on fish populations can be expected as

a result of improved road access.

11. Hhat are the anticipated impacts of construction camps and

mab-:enance yards etc. on the local ·community and environment.

,



De..-be~ 1~, 1'77,

M. Shipl.y,
207' Vl8Wlyaa Del..,
IIJoI1:h Vuao\lft.. , 8. C.
V7J 2"7

Dear 11I'. Shlpley I

'realer w. R••ena.~t. h••••ked _ t.o r ••pond t.o
YO." 1.~t:e1: of .0.....1: 25, 1977 1a which you haft .ap......ed
GOftOeru for the potent.lal ....lopaent. of • \lrulwa II1ne at.
Birch Xeland, 8. C.

On ".au&,!, 20, 1977 1 1••uee! • 11... rele••• jolnt.ly
'11til ., ooll••fJWI the M1ral.t.er of BftY1J:omaant., t.be Haaouable
3.... .1.1... ¥hiab out.11n.. the .t.r1D9.n~ requlre..ft~. t.ba'
awlt. be ..~ by aDY uraDiua development. 1n Briti.b ColWlbla
before ~. J:equlalte pend~. uc! approval. oan be 9rante4.
You will ~. tha't BY lI1D1at.ry 1. repre••nt.ed Oft the uranlwa
Su-ria, C.-1'tt.ee which ...v1..,. the 48".loper8 pr0p08al at.
.ach aU91 of a sta'84 nn.., prooe4w:.. '1'0 4atAa Conao114au.d
....par lI1.neZ'al. and Chellicale Llalt.e4 have a\1J)a1t.btd • pZ'oa
peot-us ..4 the pnl1ad..Da.zy .U.8 ODe bvlroDJlellul Iapaot.
........II8nt.conc.m1n' their Birch leland project.. The••
initial .ubJd.••lon. ba•• been. J:ev1ewe4 by t:hie oo881~'te. and
~t.a aD4 evaluat.lon. haft been .de kaown to the cOlDPuy.
Th••• a...nt. w111 be ~.k.. lat.o aOCOQDt by Con80114at.e4
" ..par 4uJ:1nr the phpUaUOft of thelr 8U.,. 'tWo npoR. To
4at:.e no appro..,al. have b... ,roud by .1~.Z' the .8481.'&1 or
P...laolal GoftmMD.~. ~ ••t.abl1ah a ul.'anl_ 1I1H at Bircb
Ialaa4.In a441t.loll, no .\lOb "eal.1on haa beea _4. by t.be
OOIIPaDy, DOl: ha...1'tbeZ' t:h. P.deral 01' ProviDel.1 Go.,..,...u
..8.1....ppllca~loft••0 ~la .ffect:. 'fhe atap4 r.,,1_ pzo
"dun, ••tabl1.he4 by 'the ........1 an4 Provinoial CJcrIea:....u,
i. 1A pl.ce to a..un ~, ..y uruU.\IIl ....1opMat. will be
pX'OPtlzolJ' ...191le4 too ••Uefy all ptabll0 ••fet.y and envlZ'O'U81lUlGOIl_"•.

• • 2



M. Ibll!!X

- 2 -

oeoe.be~ 14, 1'"

I Qft4eC'.~an4 that. 'the coapuy pilUle to hold • publia
1Ilfo~tJ.oa -.1:1n, ~ n¥lew the pz-oj.Ci: an4 ~ a"ner any
q•••Uone of latenauet la41.14ul. oC' fI."OlIPa. The date for
tthl. ._Unl' baa IIOW beeD .e" fo.. DeaellbeZ' 18, l'77 1D
Cl.alWataJ:, B. C. A441t.loaal i.fOl:Mtd.OD cODoe01"" t.he
oo-pany'. p1au _y be ob'tala•• fJ:oa al1bom lbl,l...Z'1A9 (B.C.)
LiIIi"a., 11" ••at: Pe,,4eZ' Itne~, VUC01lft1', B. C., va. 2R1.
I wou14 lIope ~at. the OOIIPUY' a publ1cln.fonat.1oa --.b9
w111 answer MAy of the CI\I••Uo.. tJlat: YO. u.y ROW haft.

You. .1...r.ly,

"... a. Chabot.
MUII.,.R

ERM/ph



From: .

To:

,- DEPlRTMENr OF MINES AND PETROlEUWSOURCES

,~~7

~~~
INSTRUCTIONS

o For your approval. ~repare reply for my si_ture.

D For your information. 0 Prepare draft of reply.

o For necessary action. 0 Return to me.

o Send me copy of reply. 0 Return to file.

o For your comments. 0 For signature.

".- '-
ASSISTANT DEPUT'( MiNISTER

MINERAL RESOURCES

REC'O DEC ta. '-17

REFERRED TO
-..... --.... -

DATE INITfAl
D.M. -
E. &P.

- -
GEOL
INSP. -
TITlES

-

JILE

REMARKS:

o Wish to discuss.

o (100)
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DATE

.LTemier 3i J.1 Bennett
Legislative Jldgs.
Victoria, 3. O.

Dear Sir~

2C7.-" Vie\·/lynn Dr.
~orth ancouver, J.J
Jovernber 25, 1977

V75 ~wl

ffii~~~~\\t~~
NOV 29 1977

PREMIER'S OfFICE

1 am n:ost diatressed that there is any cO'isideration to

mine uranium on 3irch Island. I would urge you to use all

your influence to rrevent such a development which can have

s~ch a detri~!ental effect on our beautiful Jrovince and its

people.

The ts.ilingsfrom uranium lIlinill~ are radioe.ctive and arc danger-

ous for thousands of years. 'The radioactive dust pollutes the soil

Bod the river wich ~ understand is nearby. The dust also will float

thro)ghout tne air and threetens us all ic J. J., your own family

inCluded. ~:~h16rs are ktlOWn to have (18.d canCer after 1twrkir:g in

uranium mines. 3tudies also are shuwing that low-radioactive radia-

tion can be far more dangerous thsn one ;'d.gh dosage of rudiation.

For ull these ree,sons, I i.irotest bny urc:nium developn:ent.

; 1ease dq'd ha t yo Ll CLtn to StoiJ it.

f MiNISTER'S OFFICE

I [{ECEIVED

\ Lee 91977
j PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS

VICTORIA, B.C.

'l'lle,nk yau most sincere1y.

Yours trLlly,

~·J77



December 12, 1977,

Reverend Glen J. Bet.t.s,
The British Columbia Conference,
The Uni1:ed Church of Canada,
50S Dun.muir St.reet.,
Vancouver, B. C.
V6B lY5

Dear Reverend aett..2

Premier W. R. Sennet.t. haa .sked me t.o respond t.o conaern.
which you have raised in your let.t.er t.o ~e Honourable Len
Marchand, "ederal Minister of the Enviroruaent., concerning a
propos.d uranium develop..nt near CleaJ:Vat.er, B. C. I am not.
.ware ot. any previous request. by you of rq Minist.ry for
iDfo~~loft on ~i. project but .hall be gla4 ~ c~nt..

I have enclo.ed a copy of a newa rel.... that I made joln~ly

with -r colleague, 'the Mini.ter of Bnvironment:, t.be Honourable
J .... Nie18en Oft January 20, 1977 which out.linea t.he st.rlngent.
requirement.s 'that .Wlt: be met. by any uranilDlClevelopaent before
the requi.ite peralta and approval. can be grant.ed. You ,,111
note that -r Ministry is repre.ented on a Uranium St••rin,
C~t.t•• whioh review. the de.elopers proposal at. each at.ep of
a 8t.aged reyiew prooedure. To date, Consolidated Rexspar
Mineral. and Chemical. Ll.tt.4 ha.e .ub~t~ed a pro.peo~u. and a
pnl1J11nary St.ave One BnYlzom.-nt.al IlIPact. A.......nt. cODcernin9
their Biroh I.lan4 project. Th••• init.ial .ubmi••lon. ha.e been
reviewed by this C~1:t.. and co..nts and •••luat.ion haft been
..de kDown to ~. ooapaD.y. Th... ~nt. will be taken into
account. by Con.olidated ....p.r durinv 1:he preparat.lon of their
Suge '1'Vo Report.

I u4erat.aD4 'that. the OOIIPUY plaa. W boleS a publlo lnlon
aUoD ••tolD, to re.l.. the pn,.at. .n4 W anavez- uy que.t.loas
of lnun.te4 ln41ri4_1. oz- ,nup.. .,b. au for t.bl••_t.la,
ha. IlOW been ••t for DeGellber 18, 1977 1a CleuvahZ', B. C.
Addit.ional inforsaatJ.on oonoerning th. CJOBapany'. plans for thi•
...t.in.., ..y be obt.ained froa Kilborn Bft91n••rlnq (a. c.) Lla1t.ed,
11t' W.st .8n4.r 8tl'.et., Vanoouftr, 8. c., v,. 2.1. 'fbi. cc.pany
ha. been r.~lned by Conaolidated Rex.par Minerals and Cb.-!cal.
L1alt.4 •• their conaul~ant.a on the 81~ch I.land Project.

• • 2



" ..ren4 Glen J. Betta!

- 2 -

December 12£ 1977

You .houle! be aware that. no deal.10ft ha. been ma4. by
.1ther ~. '-e48r.l or Provinc1al aoftrDJDeDt. 1:0 appro•• ~e

••tabli.b_nt of a uranlua Jain. at Birch I.lane!. In additlon,
no .uch dea1.10n ha. beeD ..de by t:he Q08IPany nor ha". elther
t.be Pe4eral or Provincial Government. r.cei.-d applloa~oD8

to t.hl. effect.. The .t.age4 review procedure ••tabll.hed by
the r.48ral an4 Provincial Go..rnmen~ i. in place to eneure
t.bat any uaDiu. 4...1opMnt. w111 be properly d.algne4 t.o
aat.lety all public .atet.y and 8n.1ron..nt..l concern.. I
would hope ~t. ~e company'. public lnformat.ion meetlng wl11
an••er ..ny of the que_t.iona that. you may now ha.....

Your. 8inc.rely,

J .... R. Chabot
MIHISTBR.
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,.- DEHiIMElT OF MINES AND PETROLEUMOURCES

Date:

From: j ~ f=
;:::. /J (Yl .

To: ......... rc

INSTRucnONS

'0 For your approval.

o For your information.

o For necessary action.

o Send me copy of reply.

o For your comments.

o Prepare reply for my signature.

o Prepare draft of reply.

o Return to me.

o Return to file.

o For signature.

o Wish to discuss.

REMARKS:

~~~1.

o (100)
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r- _,,-.."l , '
.' .DEPARTMENT OFM~NES AND PETROLEUWSOURCES

Da~11

.0 For your approval. ~pare reply for my signature. '

o For your information. o Prepare draft of reply.

o For necessary action. o Return to me.

o Send me copy of reply. o Return to file.

o For your comments. o For signature.

o Wish to discuss.

REMARKS:
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Province of British Columbia
OFFICE OF THE PREMIER

November 30th, 1977 File No: 20-1

The Reverend Glen J. Betts,
The British Columbia Conference,
The United Church of Canada,
505 Dunsmuir Street,
Vancouver, British Columbia,
V6B lYS.

Dear Reverend Betts,

In the absence of the Premier, I wish to acknowledge and thank you
for the copy of your letter, dated November 25th, directed to the
Honourable Len Marchand.

-- . ....__..••.._-
f\SSlSTANT DEPUTY M~N;STER

MINERAL Rt·~nlJRCES

REC'O DEC 8·*r1j H~

REFERRED TO \ DATE-'- INITIAL

D.M. --' ---
E. & P.
GEOL. .--""

~ INSP. ------

i

\

rlljNISTE.I~'S OFFICE

~{ECEIVED

Lt. ~ 5 1977

DEPUTY WLNISTft? ~1 (~ :7'. Hl

M:~: .._. ._.. I-. ."...:I'-. ._.,•. ,.

I --r---"-'''--==-

REe'oD.r ·· l -.'., t) (. 93.. ",0 ~1~)

REFERREO'!,,", ,O~!~'.\ ..I,~.":}I:~L_
A.D.M, !... ,.-." ......~.'._-~....

, A.D,P.
A.S.

Jlw' H2P, J, CU1..

Patricia Paulsen (Mrs.)
Administrative Officer

The Premier is expected back in the office'early next week and your
correspondence will be drawn to his attention at that time.

Yours sincerely,

~..- ~

HLE. PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS
VICTORIA, B.C.

Parliament Buildings, Victoria, British Columbia V8V 4R3
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The British Columbia Conference

THE UNI,TED CHURCH
OF CANADA

PRESIOENT

REV, R. GEORGE A. MORRISON
7591 GRAY AVENUE, BURNABY, B.C.

V5J 3za
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

REV. ARTHUR M. ANDERSON

506 DUNSMUIR STREET. VANCOUVER. B.C. V6B 1Y6 - 682·7666

November 25, 1971

-.

Honourable Len Mavchand
Minister of the Environment
r~li~._nt Buildings
Ot"tawa, .On1:ario .

Dear Mr. Marchand:

~~~~~w~~
NOV 2.8 191'7

PRE~/1IER'S OFFICE

If'

I am. ...i ting to you as Co-Chairman of the Outreach Department of
8-.c. Conference, Uni'ted Churoh of. Canada.

We unders1:and 1:ha't Rexspu' Mineral and Chemical Co. Ltd., a sub
sidiary of Dennison Mines. is planning a uranium development near
Clearwa'ter, a't Bireh Island, nor1:h of Kamloops, B.C.

We fur-therunders1:and 'tha"t "theI'e are some serious ques1:ions as to
whether this company has provided adequate safeguards for the
handling of the uranium and for the disposal of potentially radio
ac'tive wastes.

We have written 'to the Provincial Government for specific informa- 7
tion regarding ~his ma~er and ~o date have received nonev
Therefore, as a departmen-t, we have been unable to take or recom
men't any aotion. I am concerned that this development be delayed
long .'Dough for various in"terested publio groups, including
ouI'selves, to receive and respond to information on this mine ..
It there are adequate safeguards then there should be no problem,
~,d there should be no reason for Rexspar to fear the public's
raacrtion.

In this regard, we hear by this morning's news thai: your depart
ment has issued a report containing some criticism of Rexspar's
plans. I would very much like a copy of this report immediately
for· the use of our department.

Yours truly,

~Cf
Rev. Glen J. Betts

cc: Premier William Bennett, Legislative Bldgs., Victoria B.C.
cc: Rev. Arthur M. Anderson. Exec. Secretary, B.C. Conference

CONFERENCE STAFF

!II

Congregational Life & Work - Miss E. B. Gamble
Outreach -
Camping - Mrs. 3. Haynes

Broadcasting - Rev. R. M. Booth
Audio-Visuals - Mrs. F. Yule

Personnel & Stewardship - Rev. H. P. Collins
Home Missions - Mrs. B. Carscadden
Church Extension - Mr. E. D. M. Williams
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,ThII BritiIIh.CaIumbi8·Canfel-ence. ...... .
Tt-4E UNITED C~URCH

OFCANAQA

PRESIDENT

REV. R. GEORGE A. MORRISON
7591 GRAY£l..VeNLJE. BURNABY. B,C,

V5.J 324

EXECU'J:'IVE seCRETARY

REV, ARTHUR M. ANDERSON

505 DUNSMUIR STREET. VANCOUVER. B.C. V68 1 Y5 - 682-7556

November 25, 1977

1Rl' ~ ©~. ~. Wi'~ [ID
NOV28197'7J de Bastian;

Attention: ~~~e~pr~Sident. Finance PREMIER'S OFFICE
Gentlemen:

Denison Mines Ltd.
"39CO South Tower
Box4U
Royal Bank Plaza.
TorontosOntario M5J 2K2

i'
I

Re: Proposed Rex Spar Uranium Mine

A considerable amount of concern has been directed to our
conmittee relative to the reference uranium mine proposed for Birch Island.
It would be appreciated if you would provide answers to the following
questions to us, prior to our next meeting on December 8th:

1. Tailing Ponds', which we understand are to be located approximately
800 .. ft. from the Thompson Ri ver -

a) do you propose to recycle, cleanup or reuse the
effluent?

b) for how many years would your company be prepared to
paj' the cost 'of monitoring and safeguarding these
tailing ponds?

c) do you post a performance bond, and for' how much?

""

2. Air Pollution -
a) what control equipment do you plan to install in the

plant?
b) what health insurance would you provide for your

employees? their families?
c) transportation of yellowcake - how will yellowcake be

shipped from Birch Island? what measures are planned
to protect the public? e.g., if by truck, would there
be a convoy? .

• It .2
CONFERENCE STAFF

Congregational Lite & Work - Miss E. B. Gamble
, ·Oti~reach ,-
. Camping -- Mrs. J. \"iaynes

Broadcasting - Ro\!. R. M. Booth
Audio-Visuals - Mrs. F. Yule

Personnel & Stewardship - Rev. H. P. Collins
Home Missions - Mrs. B. Cart.cadden
Church Extension - Mr. E. D. M. Williams
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Your cooperation in providing us with the above information
before our December 8th meeting will be appreciated.

Yours sincerely,

lois Carson Boyce
Cha;rman of the Environment Conmittee·
Outreach Department

LB:S
ce. Honourable len Marchant

Minister of the Environment ..~

Honourable William Bennett .~
Premier of the Province of B.C.



December 7, 1977,

Robert E. Skelly, M.L.A.,
Albern1,
Par11...n~ Buildinq.,
Victoria, B. C.

Dear Mr. Skelly:

In response to your letter ot November 28, 1977 I
enolos. a OOPY of the news rei.... that I made jointly with
'I1J.Y colleague t.he Minister of Environment, t:he Honourable
J.... Niel.en on January 20, 1977 which outline. ~••~rin9

ent requirements that mU8t be met by any uranium develop..nt
before ~he requisite permits and approvals can be granted.
In the ca.. of Consolidated Rexspar Minerals and Chemicals
Limit.ed,. prospect.us and preliminary environmental impact:
statement has been submitted which you have referred to.
In addition, t.he oompany has indicated its plane to hold a
public information meetlnq in Clearwater and I .t~ach a
not.ice of 'that meet.ing. I under.t:and that. the date has now
been 8et for Deceaber 18, 1977 in Cl.arwater, B. C. The
purpo.e of thi. meetinq i. for ~he company to outline ~~eir

proposed projeot at Birch Island and to answer any question.
that intereated individuals or groups may have. I .. aura
that this ....tinq w111 sat.isfy llany of t.he concern. of people
who are inter••ted in t:he uranium mine propoa.l.

Yours sincerely,

Jaaea R. Chabot
MINISTER

ERM/ph
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O£PARTMENT OF MINES AND PETROLEUt1ESOURCES

Date:

From: -4 ". F
To: f,. f,1h .

INSTRUCTIONS

o For your approval.

o For your information.

o For necessary action.

o Send me copy of reply.

o For your comments.

o Prepare reply for my signature.

o Prepare draft of reply.

o Return to me.

o Return to file.

o For signature.

o Wish to discuss.

o (100)
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INSTRUCTIONS

o For your approval.

o For your information.

o For necessary action.

o Send~e copy of reply.

o For your comments.

~epare reply for my signature.

D Prepare draft of reply.

D Return to me.

D Return to file.

o For signature.

o Wish to discuss.

REMARKS:
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MINISTER'S OFFICE
(lECEIVED

NOV.sO 1977

PAr<L1AMENT BUILDINGS
VICTORIA, B.C.

November 28, 1977

Resources,
The Honourable J. Chabot,
Minister of Mines & Petroleum
Parliament Buildings,
Victoria, B.C.

'ASSISiAJT~_ii)...
MiNERN. l~rnnn.ntS J

RE~OEt )'''·17( ~I
;. , .• t r

f~· .. e, .. _-,~~.O/J=
IEfERftED !f;~'t: ~\'f{ ).,!:!:~~~,-.J;
O..M. " it -'" i

Dear Mr. Chabot, I .... 4_._...~-l;."- ..~'~.~.,~.- ../:
E. &,~ •. , i

-.......~~....- ---wrr:rr:----
During the past several months I have received a -

flood of letters in the Clearwater-Birch Island area seeking
more information and public input to the proposed development of
a Uranium Mine by Consolidated Rexsbar Limited, a subsidiary of
Dennison Mines.

After many requests through your department and
through the management of Dennison Mines, I finally obtained a
copy of the preliminary environmental impact statement for the
mine. However, preliminary statements do not appear to be helpful
in any way to the concerned citizens of the Clearwater-Birch Island
area who wish to keep informed of the uranium mine proposal on a
continuous basis. At the present time it is both unfair to the
citizens and to the mining companies that the only information
which seems to be available is based more on rumour than on documented
fact.

I urge that you instruct your department to ask that
the mining company set up a store-front information centre in the
Clearwater-Birch Island area so that citizens can obtain information
on the mine and on the subject of uranium mining and its health and
environmental impact generally. I would urge, also, that your
department commission an inquiry similar to that being conducted in
Saskatchewan by Justice Bada into the proposal to mine uranium at
Cluff Lake in north western Saskatchewan. If you have already had
proposals for input along these lines I would appreciate hearing abdut them.
I am sure that a public announcement of your proposals would go along
way towards satisfying the concerns of the people who will be affected
by the uranium mine proposal.

(more)
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I look forward to your early reponse.

sincerely,

Robert E. Skelly,
Alberni

c.c. Mrs. Anne Bauer, Box 555, Clearwater.

-,

DEPUTY ..ISI£R .. &t, ..

REC'D 1lt2 -71V2£
REF£RtI£D 10 BAtt lmTfAt
A.D.•.
A.D.P.
A.S.
M.R.

FILE
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December 7, 1977,

Mr•• R. D. Lockhar~,

a.cl"e~azy,

lion UDi~ed Churoh,
UDic.a Chul"ch of Canada,
AI"IIa'tronq, B. C.
VOl: 180

near Mrs. Lookhart I

Thank you for your letter of November 22, 1977 concem1n9
'the proposed developDlent. of a uran!... mine by Consolidated
Rexapar Mineral. and Ch• .tcals Llmi~.d at Birch Island, B. C.

May I first point out th.~ ehere has been no .ecreoy by
tr:I MinietJ:Y aoncernin9 t.hi. aine. On January 20, 1977 a ne.s
rel•••• that I made joint.ly with my colleague, the Minist.er of
Environllent:, the Honourable J .... Niel.en out.lined the proposed
de"elop..nt: at. Birch Island and the stringent requirements that
must be met. by any uranium development. before the requisite
permita and approvals can be grant.ed. You should be aware t.hat
no decision haa been mad. by either the Pederal or Provincial
Government.. to approve t.he ••tabliehment. of a uranium mine at
t.his locat.ion. In addition, no suoh decision haa been made by
'the company, nor have either ~h. Federal or Provincial Govern
ments received applications t.o 'this effeot..

To dat.e the company has submitted a prospeotus, which i. a
gelle...al de.cript.ion of i:he propo.ed developJD8nt, ane! more
recent.ly a preliminary environment.al st.udy of the Birch Island
project.. The latt.er report. has been reviewed by official. of
my Mlnist:1Y and by members of the Uranium. St••ring commi t.t.••
referred t.o in the new. relea.e. The specific aonaerna t.hat.
you indicat.e 1n your let.ter are included in the rev1ew proce••
bet.••en t.he company and t:he Uranium Steering collJDitt.ee and the
ooapany will be required t.o furt.her review the.e are.. in t.he
preparat.ion of ~eir St.age II submi••ion.

It. i. understood that t.he company i. planning a public
informat.ion ...1:1D9 in Clearwater on December 18, 1977 in
order t.o de.cribe t.he project and t.o .n.-er que.t.iona t.hat.

• • 2



Mr.. R. D. Lookhart.

- 2 -

Deo81lber 71. 1977

inure.t.ed gZ'oup. or individual...y h.... I vo'Q14 .u9CJe.t.
~.t. you wrlt.. t.o COD.oli4at.e4 " ••p.r Mineral. and Ch.u.o.l.
Lial~4, P. O. Box 40, Roy.l Bank Pla•• , 'l'oront.o, On1:.r10,
M5J 2K2 tor f~er 4et.ail. of t.be t.1nq and for any 1nfora-
.t.1onal ..terial. ~at. t.hey ..y h .

Your. aincerely,

J.... R. Chabot.
MINISTBR

ERM/ph
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1DEPUTY MIfUSIln M.&~ON UNITED CHURCH
THE UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA

ARMSTRONG, B.C. VOE 1BO
MINISTER:

... I., ..
Rev. Bruce Wartman.

P.O. Box 337

PHONE 546-47se

~-...--- .
ASSISTANT DEPUTY M1N'STER

M1NERAl RESOURCES

REC'D ·NOV 29 '7~ 32
REFERR:-D TOI OAK] INITrAl

Mr. Jim Chabot,
Minister of Mines,
Parliament Buildings,
Victoria, B.C.

Box 291,
Arms t r ong , B. C• ,
November 22, 1977.

. DEPUTY MINISTER M. & ~,~,

REC'O HUV 28'77 2() 1~
REFERRED TO DATE fNrTI ,~, i~,

A.D.M. V Ir;~YL //~/

A.D.P. 1

A.S. "".......'.:...:..:

M.R. -'

'r=c:-;

=-~,,-
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Dear Sir;

We have learned of the proposed small "open pit"
Uranium mine on the Dennison Mining's Rexpar Property
at Birch Island, B.C.

I have been asked by the Zion UNited Church Council
to voice our concern about the proposed development.
Why the secrecy by your department on this mine? Are the
controls on Uranium mines adequate? Is this the beginning
of Uranium mining in B.C.? What guarantee is there that
the waters of the North Thompson will not be contaminated?

We are most interested in you stand on this matter.

Yours truly,

._./)~.
Mrs. R.D. Lockhart
Secretary.

PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS
VICTORIA, B.C.

MINISTER'S OFFICE

ItECEIVED

NOV 25 1977

--~.,.".~,
~<;':-""""'~.

MINISTER OF M{fJiS AND PU;i[Jlfb'i;J RESOURCES
To· )._ '~
',/' / r...-ec-.::/".

INSTn UC7]ONS.
[] Wi,~ to disc"" bp .

.A, I rCPare repfy for my signature.C For Your informJti,n, 0 P"il,re di"l of reply•

o For nee.""y Jelion, 0 Relurn 10 "'c.

I ~J S;,:nct (ne COPY"."I rePlr" CJ For YO.II.rComments,

DA.rE:~~z/ ....)5- ~__. __....~,~ /??
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Deoember 8, 1977,

J.D.~ McDonald,
3064 St. Kildas Avenue,
Nor1:.lt Vancouver, B. C.
V1L 2A9

Dear Ms. MoDonald:

Thank you for your le~t.r of November 24, 1977 iftdlca~ln9

your conoern for the propo.ed developmeni: of • uraniua II1n. on
BirOh Island by Consolidated Rex.par Minerals and Chemicals
Li~ted. I have enclosed a copy of a news release ~hat I made
joint.ly with my colleaque the Minister of Environment, the
Honourable James Nielsen on January 20, 1971 whioh outline.
the atrlnqent. requirements t.hat. must be met by any uraniwu
development before the requisite permits and approvals can be
granted. You will note that my Ministry is repre8ented on a
Uranium Steerinq committee whioh reviews the developer's pro
posal at each step of a staqed review procedure. To date the
company has submitted a prospectus and a preliminary Staqe One
environmental impact a••esement which has been reviewed by this
committee and whose coneents and evaluation have been made known
to the company. These comments will be taken into account by
the company during the preparation of their Stage Two report.

I understand that the company plans to hold a public info~

ation meetinq to review the project and to answer any que.tiona
of interested individuals or qroups. The date for this mee~in9

has now been set for December 18, 1917 in Clearwater, B. C.
Additional infoDnation concerning the company'. plans for ~his

meeting may be obtained from Kilborn Engineering (B.C.) Limited,
1199 W••t Pender Street, Vancouver, B. C. V6E 2Rl. This company
haa been retained by Consolidated Rexspar Minerals and Chemicals
Limited .s their oonsultants on the birch Island Project.

Yours sincerely,

James R. Chabot
MINISTER

BRM/ph
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·~~DEP.RTMENT OF MINES AND PETROLEUhESOURCES
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From:

To:

'-~ONS
o For your approval. ~repare reply for my signature.

D For your information. 0 Prepare draft of reply.

o For necessary action. 0 Return to me.

o Send me copy of reply. 0 Return to file.

o For your comments. 0 For signature.

o Wish to discuss.

REMARKS:

o (100)
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November 2q~ 1977.

AN OPEN LETTER TO:

.-"',
U /-? fiN'1U 1-1 ..y3. F

Mr. Allister Gillesple~ Minister
Energy Mines & Resources,
Ottawa

and

Mr. James Archibald, Minister
Mines &Petroleum Resources,
Victoria

and

Mr. c;xordon Gi.bson,
Member Legislative Assembly,
Victoria

Gentlemen:

DEPUtY MI'~S1tR I .. & P.I.

REC·DDECl-72651.
REfERRED,~J DATE IItJMt
A.D.M. J '71)- M
A.D.P. T r

A.S. "

M.R. Ii

FILE

I MINISTER'S OFFICE

RECEIVED
NOV 28 1977

I have just read an article i.n the Province newspaper of
November 24th and would like to express my concern over the proposed
development of a uranium mine on Birch Island near Clearwater by
Consolidated Rexspar Minerals and Chemicals Ltd .. I have property
not far from the area and have spent many~ many days~ in
the area just north of Birch Island. I would be very angry if a
mining company was allowed to move into here for a short pertod and
destroy much of what i.s beautiful about the place and indeed the
most important heritage of this province - unspoiled land and space.
If a uranium mine is allowed to make this area unsafe for recreati.on
in order to provide only four years of resources i.t will be a crime
for all generati..ons to remember. Please use your power and conscience
to prevent any unnecessary rape of the area. I understand that
we can not stop progress .. etc. but there must be a system of priorities
and I would like to add my voice to those who value such areas
as Birch Island.

'~/"\Thank you: "',' ' ',~

Janet Mc15onald, "'-I~
3064 st. KUdas Ave •• ·
North Vancouver, B. C.
V'lL 2A9

PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS
VICTORIA, B.C.
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Mr. E. n. Macgregor
Assistant Deputy Minister

Honourable James R. Chabot,
Ministry of Mines and
Petroleum Resources,
BUILDINGS.

December 7,1977

Attached is a draft copy of a letter for Mr. Nielsen's

signature as requested in his note of November 21, 1977.

11
E. R. Macgregor

Assistant Deputy Minister

ERM/ph



DRAFT LETTER

December 7, 1977,

Mrs. Hilda Kellington,
Solar Alternatives to

Nuclear Energy,
Box 56,
Crofton, B. C.

Dear Mrs. Kellington:

Thank you for your letter of November 14, 1977 requesting
further clarification of the revie\v of uranium developments in
British Columbia.

The Uranium Steering Committee, referred to in my letter
of October 24, 1977, is made up of officials of the ~1inistries

of Mines and Petroleum Resources and Environment as well as the
Federal Atomic Energy Control Board. The mining companies are
not represented on this committee but rather submit information
in a staged process to this committee for review and comment
prior to the granting of the requisite approvals and permits.

A public information meeting is being ?lanned by the
company to present to interested individuals and groups an out
line of their proposed Birch Island project and to answer any
questions that may be of concern. I understand that this meeting
will be held in Clearwater, B. C. on December 18, 1977. I would
suggest that you may write to Consolidated Rexspar Minerals and
Chemicals Limited, P. O. Box 40, Royal Bank Plaza, Toronto,
Ontario, M4J 2K2 for details of the meeting and for any inform
ation whic~ they will be submitting to the public at that time.

Sincerely yours,

James A. Nielsen,
HINISTER
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Minister. of Mines and. .

With regard to the attached correspondence, would you please prepare
a suitable reply to Mrs. Kellington's further enquiries, for my
signature.
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TO Honourable Jame.s ..Chab.ot .

MEMORANDUM
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Nr. J. Nielsen, Hinister
Depi. of the Environment
Parliament Bldgs.
Victoria, Be

Dear Nr. Nielsen,

Box 56, Crofton, BC
NOvember 14, 77

u. //~{' /_ "_f/OV " t /
• 1 7 191)

•

I
I

Thank you for your letter regarding your government's ~lans to
mine uranium in BC. I would appreciate clarification on one point,
though; is it aCCllrate to say that the Uranium Steering Cownittee
is composed of officials of the ~lines and Environment departments,
the mining company (Denison), and the Atomic Energy Contro~ Board?

You mentioned in your letter also that you are planning a public
hearing on the issue. "nich of the agencies involved will hold,
and have jurisdiction over, this hearing?

The press release you enclosed refers to public information
meetings that are required before the necessary AECB permit is
granted. Are you referring to these information meetings as the
public hearing you mention?

If not, would you be specific as to what sort of hearing this will
be? Will it accept briefs from the public? And will it be close
enough T at least for several sessions- to allow input from concerned
citizens here in the ffiv population centes, as well as from those
co~nunities immediately affected? You may know that radionuclides
from uranium mining travel large distances, and that they are also
taken up by vegetation and animals, and so make their way into the
food chain, and present risks to all the people of BC.

In conclusion, would you please give us a projected date for these
hearings, and tell us whether you will hear expert witnesses?
Thank you.

Sincerely,

/I, KdL.;~
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ProvInce of
British Columbir

OFFICE OF THE MINISTER

October 24, 1977

Ministry of the
Environment
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Parliament Buildings
Victoria •
British Columbia
vav lX4

M.O. 767
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Mrs. Hilda Kellington,
Solar Alternatives to

Nuclear Energy,
Box 56,
Crofton, B.C.

Dear Mrs. Kellington:

Thank you for your letter regarding the establishment of a
uranium mine at Birch Island, and your concern and opposition
to it.

I would like to review for you the position the Government
has taken with respect to the project and to indicate its
current status.

May I first point out that no decision has been made by either
the Federal or the Provincial Government to approve the
establishment of a uranium mine. In addition, no such
decision has been made by the company, nor have either the
Federal or Provincial Government received applications from
the company to this effect.

The project is in the proposal stage and requires a full
evaluation and assessment before such approval will be granted.
A copy of the news release that I made jointly with my
colleague the Minister of Mines and, Petroleum Resources,
the Honourable James Chabot, on January 20, 1977, outlines
the stringent requirements that must be met by any uranium
development before the requisite permits and approvals can be
granted. To date, the company has submitted a prospectus
which is a general description of the proposed development
and, more recently, a preliminary environmental study of the
Birch Island project. The latter study, which is of a
preliminary nature, is currently under review by the Uranium
Steering Committee.

As part of the review process you will note that the news
release makes provision for a pUblic hearing which will
provide any concerned citizens the opportunity to make
presentations. It is expected that this public hearing will
be held this Fall at a suitable location close to the proposed
mine.

• •••• 2
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The procedures outlined require a broad review of any
uranium proposal prior to the granting of approvals and
stringent safeguards will be mandatory to ensure that the
public safety is protected.

Yours sincerely,

OCT 251977
James A. Nielsen
Minister of the Environment

Encl.
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Solar Alternatives
to Nuclear Energy

Box 1JS 56
Crofton, Be

fIr. Jim ~ielsen, Minister
Dept. Of the Environment
Parliament Bldgs.
Victoria,~.C.

Dc~ar 1'-lr. Nielsen,

/to. It 7
SEP 26 1971

,

t
~..

We are very concerned about your government's proposals to open the
province to uranium mining. We realize it is a lucrative material
on the world market right now, and economic troubles we are facing
make it tempting to exploit.

However, the hazards of the nuclear industry are well-documented, and
the pmblic health of the people of BC must be our priority considera
tion.

lJranium mining has caused lung cancer at exraordinary rates in uranjum
miners for decades. The tailings are radioactive, and have caused
severe problems with public exposure to them in Ontario and Saakatrbwwan
as well as in all other parts of the world where it has been mined.

Would you please inform us as to what sort of environmental impact
hearing your department is planning preceeding the possible opening
of such mines? We woula also like to know what your department has
in mind for protecting the health of the workers and the general public
should such mines be allowed. And have you any specific plans for
avoiding the particular problems that have been encountered in other
parts of Canada?

You may know that the Saskatchewan government is now conducting an
inquiry into all aspects of uranium mining, which could provide us
in this province with a great deal of pertinent information.

~ould you also please detail for us the locations where uranium has
been found, and what steps your department is taking to inform the
local people of possible environmental and health consequences?

1 hank you very much.

Sincerely,

I)~~ ~l'~''- 1\~t.L';I,-,l:)\.
J



Noclear uaste
debate urgent _
By Robert Steklasa
WHAT DO YOU do with 50,000 metric Ions
(55,118 shorllons) of radioactive wastes from
nuclear reactors? ...

That's a problem that will probably be facing
Canadians by the end of the century. says a
preliminary report on management of nuc:lcar
wastes released recently by the Deparllne,".
EnerlY. Mines & Resources. It recommends we
move speedily to find a permanent disponlsite.

"Canada needs a consolidated plan for
manaaement of radioactive wastes now - I
piecemeal, hesitant approach to this challenle
will not be in the national interest. ,.

looking at various methods of getting rid of
hiahly radioactive waste - including shooting it
into space or burying it in the ocean floor" - the
repon recommends that we place the wasJe deep
into igneous precambrian rock formations,
preferably in Ontario where most radioactive
waste is produced.

The site will have to be carefully chosen. The
rock shouldn't be weakened by heat"from the
radioactive material.

Nor should it contairi any potentially valuable
minerals man may someday want 10 mine. It
must also be deep enough to be unarrected by
falling or rising sea level and the weight of
glaciers and the deposits they may leave.

There's a sense of urgency in the report. It
says- the federal government should start
drafling a national nuclear waste management
plan immediately for discussion with provincial
governments. industry, scientific and technical
communities and citizen groups.

The first shahs into hard-rock sites should be
sunk by 1985, construction of spent fuel han·
dling facilities started by 1988 and the site ready
to receive wastes from reactors by the end of the
century.

And the cost? Probably S200 million to build
and $100 million annually to run if Canada has
75,000 megawaus of nuclear power by the end
of the century.

"The cost of building and operaling central
storage and disposal facilities should be
recovered Ihrough charges against the
organizations producing and supplying the
radioactive waste," the repon says. I

While the image of Port Hope, Ont., and the
problems it has had with low-level radioactive
wastes is firmly imprinted on the minds of many
Canadians, the repon says we have no reason to
worry about wastes being buried deep into solid
rock.

"We expeci no environmental or health
impacts once the wastes and irradiated fuel have
been emplaced in the repository. The slight riskl
will be associated with the preparation, Iran·,
tb . 'is"' 721 te ' ,...~..... t ........IVIlIl.

If thcl ClII tV a debate over waste disposal iI
will most likely centre on shipping wastes to the
disposal site. About 500 shipments have already
been made in Canada using shielded containers.
They weigh about 50 tonnes, and hold three to;
four tonnes of material. They can be ship~ by
rail or truck.

The report estimates that by the end of the
century eight shipments of irradiated fuel will be
made daily.

As new, ,more erricient fuel cycles for the
Candu reactor are developed, recovery of
plutonium from irradiated fuel will also be
pushed. The plutonium will be used (0 increase
the energy extracted from natural uranium - or
to convert thorium, a radioactive metal more
plentiful than uranium, into suitable reactor
fuel.

For the time being, however, the report says
no commercial waste fuel processing plan t
should be allowed in Canada.
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Kamloops MP Len Marchand,
calling for a moratorium on the
mine until a full-scale jUdicial

Llhquiry is held. _~ , ','
J-' 'Marchand was unavailable for
comment this morning.

danger 'exists,
report claims

By TERRY WEINS
Sentinel Staff Writer

There is danger of Birch Island residents' being exposed to toxic radon gas if a
proposed uranium mine there goes through.

That statement is contained in the official reply of the federal environment
department to a preliminary environmental study prepared for Consolidated
Rexspar Minerals and Chemicals Limited, which proposes to develop the open pit .
mine.

"The report from environment and fisheries Canada confirms the belief of the
people who are opposed to the mine that Rexpar's plans are totally unac
ceptable," said Yellowhead Ecological spokesman ·Peter Jensen, an Ottawa
appointed special prosecuter of the pollution sector of the Fisheries Act.

Jenson told The Sentinel this ' The plastic hiler that Hexpar
mormng that he received a copy says will contain the dangerous
of the government report radioactive waste, he said, will
Tuesday from Mario de be only 15 milimetres thick, the
Bastiani, a mining company same type of material used to
official who arrived in Clear- 'I! line children's swimming pools.
water Monday to, talk to Radium 226 he said collects
residents about the proposed: in the bones a~d flesh of fish. As

• - I
mme. .' ' "1 two area creeks are' prime

The EnVironment Canada \' spawning grounds for salmon
co~mentary says that Rexp~r's for the whole Thomps0!l and
envlronmen~al study has failed I Fraser river systems,
to .determlne the ~ffect ~f "everyone who eats salmon will
radl~achve waste on air and ~Oll,' be eating fish which has radium
quahty,. salmon spawning: 226 in it," he said:
grounds In two local creeks, theI Environment Canada's report
North Thompso~ River system expresses concern that
and the domeshc water supply spawning grounds in Foghorn
for area residents, said Jens~n., and Clay creeks, both to be used

The commentary, he said" heavily by the mining company,
also s.tates. the propos~l by' will be damaged permanently, I

Consohdated Rexpar to Isolate.. said Jensen.
r.adioac~i~e wastes in a pIatic- Quoting from the government
hned tailings pond 800 feet from, commentary, Jensen said that
~he North Thompson is' "the report <Rexpar's) does not
madequa~~ and unsafe. . t discuss in any satisfactory way

The talhngs pond, said Jen- the impact of water con-
sen, would be only 300 feet from tamination on the domestic
a nearby community.centre and water supply, biological com-
450 ~eet from the Birch Island ponents of the watershed or the .
pubhc school. consequences of radioactive

As well a.s danger ~rom radon substances in the environment."
gas,. h.e. said, ther~ IS also the More than 1,600 local residents
POSSlblhty that ra~l~m 226 could presented a petition Monday to
escape from the talhng pond and I federal environment minister,
reach the North Thompson
River.

~ i'"



MineiiOn~~i.~rI17
worriesfeds
The preliminary environmental

study for the proposed Birch Island
uranium mine fails to answer many
concerns about the project, says a
Dept. of Fisheries and Environment
report.

The report has been submitted to the
federal provincial steering committee
responsible for overseeing a two-stage
study of the proposed mine..

Addressing itself to the completed
first-stage study, the Environment
Department calls the tailings pond "the
most critical part of the development
from this Department's point of view.

"Unlike other mines where most
heavy metals and contaminants are
either removed in the mineral ex
traction processes or discharged to a
tailings pond which can be reasonably
well isolated, the uranium mine
removes only uranium while the
remainder of the contaminants con
sisting of all he~vy metals, including
residual radioactive material, are
directed to the tailings impoundment.

"This situation is further aggravated
because the radioactive materials
exhibit long-term effects."

The report says "protection against a
maximum pOSSIble flood would require
relocation of the tailings pond to an
elevation perhaps 30 feet higher than
presently proposed. "

Doubt is expressed qS to the ability of
the pond to contain leakage.

Atmospheric environmental effects

are also a concern to the Environment
officials.

"The report (first stage en
vironmental study) does not address in
a~equate detail the impact of air
emissions on the local environment.
Potential air pollutants resulting from
the proposed mining operations include
tdust generated during mining and
transport of the ore to the comminution
plant. This subject is not addressed in
the first stage study."

It says the "dispersive capability of
the air volume at Birch Island is poor."



/tllJt;2-~'1poT. /";,Len 'concerne~d '
about mine' plan

Kamloops-Cariboo M.P. and
Environment Minister Len Marchand
says he is taking a keen interest in the
proposed uranium mine at Birch
Island.

"I'm very concerned about it, and as
representative for Kamloops-Cariboo
and Minister of the Environment, I've
been watching it closely," said ~ar-

chand. .
"There are some studies that are yet

to be submitted to my department, as
well as approval by the Atomic Energy
Control Board, so there are a -lot of
processes that have to be gone through
related to the federal government."

Marchand said he "has a good handle
on it," and is watching it"very closely.
He also said a public information
meeting must be held, to be sponsored
by Rexspar, a subsidiary of Denison
Mines.

_ "I hope to be present at that meeting II
and hear the opinions of the people of
Clearwater and the Thompson Valleys"
said Marchand.

The M.P. said' the company is being
asked to present information, and
people will be able to voice their
opinions.

Marchand said he is concerned about
the small amount of uranium that
would be obtained from the mine.

..It would have a life of about four
, years or so, then the mine would close,
: he stated. "And I've been told that the

open pit concept will give a good return
in relation to the amount spent to
process the raw materia!." .

He said it is probably an economic t

windfall in relation to the effort and
cost of obtaining the uranium.

He also said first reports from
Environment Canada- expressed
concern about the tailings pond. "This
is also my concern, and I ~xpect r~ports ;"~

from this mine, and other mines in.' "
Canada, any day now." ~' ,. '.....,.

He said word has "been received from
residents who are concerned about
possible contamination of ground water
supplies in the community, which uses
a great deal of well water and the
supply is fairly close to the surface.

"1m reserving my opinion on this
until I've received technical data. Yet
I'm very concerned about the proposed
location of the tailinRs pond being so

close to the North Thompson River, and
the problem of Radium 226, which is a 
'deleterious substance which has a
danger-ta-health life of some 1600
years."

Marchand said residents also ex
pressed concern over the amount of
dust that could be discharged into the
air during the milling process.

;--
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tivity, yet the company proposing the
mine has laid plans which call for only
15 mil PVC <vinyl-plasticl to be laid as

. a liner for the pond. This liner is to be
stapled to a 2 x 4 wooden frame and
covered with a layer of sand about one
foot deep.

The environmentalists emphatically
asSert such a container can hardly last
50 years, never mind 1,620.

"The young unstable North Thom
pson River presents real dangers
flooding 0948 and t972), mud slides and
changes in the course of the ~verwhich
make this danger even more im
mediate," the group declared.

Kamloops and the North Thompson
area will suffer a serious lag in
development of new businesses because
of the uranium mine, contends the
alliance of concerned people and
groups.

They have caUed for a moratorium 11
on development of the uranium-rich
earth on Birch Island "until there has·
been a full judicial inquirr with full
public participation." '.

A petition containing 1,577 signatures
to that effect has been sent to Len
Marchand, Minister of the Environ
ment and Kamloops-Cariboo MP and to
Premier Bill Bennett at the proyincial
government level.--

(lExi.38)YE.c

By JAMIE BOWMAN
Reporter The News

Kaml06ps will suCfer dire reper
cussions if a uranium mine and mill is
allowed to locate on Birch Island near
Clearwater, a consortium of concerned
groups and citizens has warned.

The mine, proposed by Consolidated
Rexspar Minerals and Ch¢micals, and
controlled by Denison Mines, plans to
set up a refuse pond for the waste
material from the mill only 800 feet
from the North Thompson River.

The Yellowhead Ecological
Association, the United Church, the
World Development Educational
Committee, along with some lawyers
and doctors and concerned citizens,
have banded together in an attempt to
"avoid a repeat of the Elliot Lake and
Port Hope ecological disasters in
Ontario where Denison was a major
offender," said a statement released by
the opponents Tuesday. •

According to the group, the water in
the river below the mill will be unfit to
drink. Provincial Fisheries officialS
have confirmed to the· group' they
would not feel safe drinkinll- from the
river downstream from the proposed
mill.

The radioactive material dumped
" into the tailings pond will take 1.620

years to lose only half of its radioac-

J.IYOE

DeBastianl was in Kamloops
Tuesday on a stopover before going on
to Clearwater to announce a public
information meeting to be held by the
company at the residents' convenience.
Company officials and technicians will
be 011 hand to answer any questions on
the mine or mill.

mills in Ontario>," deBastiani went 00.
UGovernment regulations have
changed and have been made stricter."

He said much metallurgical studJ'
has taken place since the informati.
the environmentalists have, was rna .'
public.

"We happen to know our business."

CONFRONTATION Rexspar Minerals rep Mario deBas
irate u(llnium mine protesters who were on hand to greet~in1 at the·airpC?rt
with a placard-waving demonstration Tuesday. de~tilfri Is a vice
president of the parent company, Denison Mines, and • loOking after the
technical problems associated with the establishment of _ proposed mine
at Birch Island near Clearwater.·

anyone happier" as a lining for the
tailings pond. - . .

Currently, drawn plans call for 15 mil
PVC liner to be stapled to a wooden
frame and covered with sand.

"The industry has advanced a lot in
the past 25 years (since the days or the
problems with uranium mines and

By JAMIE BOWMAN
Reporter, The News

Rexspar Minerals and Chemicals, the
mining company proPosing to put in a
uranium mine at Birch Island near
Clearwater, may have to reconsider the
idea, according to company
representative Mario deBastiani.

The company official, who is also a
vice-president of ReXspar's parent
company Denison Mines, said Tuesday
the mining concern "may be forced to
reconsider our decision in view of the
opposition." ,

However, he took a strong stand
against statements by the ecological
opponents of the proposed mine and
mill, saying he cannot understand how
they can pretend to . look ahead 1600
years to the date when the radioactive
material to be dump<id in the tailings
pond will lose about haH of its
radioactivity.

"I'm amazed at people who can
project 1600 years from now I" he ex·
claimed. "To go ahead lind be
emotional about the haH-life of these
materials is ridiculous," he told The
News. .

He pointed out there are other
materials such as arsenic that n'ever'
break down and lose their toxicity.

DeBastiani brushed aside concerns
expressed by the environmentalists
that the North Thompson River would
be polluted to the point where it would
not be useable as drinking water.
"There would be no damage at all."

ul can assure you th3t in the Jake
area (Ontario) we do drink the water in
the area that has been used as an
example <Elliot Lake ecological
disaster)/' he continued. HI did tUor 20
years. "

The mining rep said stainless steel
lining could be used "if it would make

I
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have to go much slower an
explain things to the people," h
said, If this isn't done, he addec:
"that creates cynisism.

"I'm not convinced that lh
mine is going to be in our if
terests because of the history ;;
Elliot Lake," he said W.tch t,
CBC program "Fifth Estate" 0

.Tuesday night to "see what
mean," he said. '

"They're (DeniSO~'''' recor
is so bad (at Elliot ,"~
Rolston, "that we •.ave n
reason to believe it won't happe
here."

!

u§
as onen and·fair.as we possibly
can.If,-

Both men complained of
difficulty getting information on
the proposed mine from Can·
solidated Rexpar. They said that
none of their letters requesting
information had been answered
by the parent company, Denison'
Mines of Toronto.

"If you're going to try to
prepare the people," said
Rolston, '''you've got to
desseminate information I to
them,

"I think that this is' a clear
situation where' the technicians

,
Meanwhile, environmentalists

opposed the uranium mine have
denied they refused to listen to
SCott at their meetings.

"That's not true at all, he had
plenty of opportunity to express
his point of view," said Rev.
Peter Rolston, whose United
Church has taken a stand
against the mine.

"The first person I recognited
the other night was him," added
Laverne Isert, chairman of the
Kamloops chapter of the
Yellowhead Ecological
Association. "We're trying to be

o

§§
"The radiation has to be

directly proportional to the
percentage of radioactive
material that is in there," he
said,.

"Anything that is going to be
dangerous has to come 'Out oC
thal are body and tpe whole
game for the company is to
extract as much of thal malerial
as possible." '

He said if the company did not
extract alleast90 per cent of the
radioactive material, "they're
not going to be running an ef
ficient operation."

"The basic thing that nobody possible. They were pretty
seems to understand, II he said, damn careless."
"is thal all th~ inform~tion on Now, he said, advances in
Radon. and radIUm 226 1S based - technology have solved the
onllE~hot,Lake., pollution problems.. Besides, he

It s like ~omparmg a~ old said, the very nature of the are
lemon to ~ big fa,l. mel~n. . deposits and methods of ex-

Scott said condilions tn Elliot traction at Elliot Lake are
Lake, OnL, "don't re~lly apply different than at Birch Island.
here at all, we're dealmg With a
completely different kind of ore Elliot Lake is an underground
,body." operation on an are body can·

During the 19505 when the taining over one per cent
Elliot Lake operations began, he uranium, he said, while'at Birch'
said, "there was a tremendous Island, the operation will be
demand for uranium and they open-pit on a body containing .en
opened those mines as ~ast as per cent uranium.

§
during the 19505, told The
Sentinel Saturday ecological
groups opposed to the mine
"don't wanllo hear any adverse
opinions."

"Anyone who expresses what
I call the sensible viewpoint is
nol listened 10," he said.

He said he has altended
several meetings of the
Yellowhead Ecological
Association concerning the
proposed mine, and it appears to
him the group htls already made
up ils mind on the issue "for all
the wrong reasons."

lIy TEnny WIEI>S
Sentinel Slaff Writer

,c Birch Island uranium
, issue is healing up. with
''lncnts and opponents ex·
~ing blows via the media.
Jponents are saying thal
~mation coming from en
:lmcnlal groups is
.ughly misleading. while
'/lents are saying thal in
alion from the mining
lnny is non·exislanl.

:10 Scolt. who was manager
'xpar during the feasibility

\' for the proposed mine
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Mine company
A} .'

has strange logic
The uranium mine war is heating up. A few months ago, some Clearwater

area residents were complaining that opponents of the mine should wait un-
o til there was more information available about its potential effects.

That information is now starting to come in, with'the release of data from,
the federal-provincial environmental committee's report, and a report from
the federal Fisheries and Environment Dept. in reaction to that.

It's very easy to talk about uranium mines in a manner that scares hell out
of you with visions of ecological disaster. That's because the potential "arm
is, indeed, very great. '

Radium 226 and 222, waste products of the uranium mining operatic;
remain !ethal for hundreds of years. With the flooding potential of the North
Thompson River, and possible leakage from the tailings pond contained in
the Consolidated Rexspar proposal, people are naturally worried.

Rexspar representative, Mario deBastiani shrugged off those concerns
last week during his visit to this area. He came up with the intriguing but
convoluted logic that people should not worry about dangers which are
going to last for several hUr}.dred years because people don't live that long.

"I'm ,amazed at people who can project 1600 years from now," stated
deBastinani. "To go ahead and be emotional, about the half-life of these
materials is ridiculous."

To the contrary, deBastiani's kind of reasoning is not only ridiculous. but
callous and dangerous. It's the kind of reasoning that has re~ultedin the
destruction of so much of our environment; to the point of endangering the
very ~xistence of this planet as a place capable of su~taining life.

DeBastiani's assurances that great strides have been made in uranium
mining technology don't really impress. considering the company's ptans to
put a plastic liner and a pile ,of sand between the deadly wastes and the
North ;Thompson River. "

Neither is it cheering to know that, while the mine would employ only a
handful of people, the company profits would be extremely high.

The profits may be high. but the consequences could be extreme.

"'

j.
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project wiil be grounded if opposition
continues with a grain of salt.

Meanwhile Denison 'has offered to fly
Birch Island residents to its uranium
town on Elliot Lake, Ont. to view wt,at it
calls a model town. However, the
United Steelworkers have, diluted the
worth of that move, with a counter
offer. They want residents to visit the
graves of miners who have died from
lung cancer and view a hospi~l ward of
retarded children, who are victims of
radiation poisoning, says the union. '

, Although the early problems of Elliot
Lake are not applicable to Birch Island
because of new technology and at
titudes, it says something when a union
expresses concern about a .project
whic~ would provide jobs for its
members.

The Birch Island proposal has been
the subject of news features from both
CTV and CBC and has been bantered
about on the local talk-show. Monday
the topic appears again when mining
engineer John Scott gives the other side
of the story with Doug Collins.

Tuesday at 9:30 p.m. CBC's 1"ifth
Estate will look at environmental
damage -done to a northern Ontario
town 'by an uranium mine. And in the
U.S., controversy has broken out over a
report which under certain ~'in

terpretation indicates hundreds of
millions of people could die in future
years as the result of increased
uranium mining and milling.

A U.S. congressman, using a disputed
report, claims emissions of cancer
causing radiation from the mining and
milling uranium is 100,000 greater than
previously estimated. Rep. Clifford
Allen uses a study which says people
can die as the result of breathing radon
from tailings left over from uranium

'mining and milling.

With the increase in the use of
uranium as a common fuel, the effect
will skyrocket, Allen speculates.
, The "millions facing death", angle
may be somewhat sensationalist, but it
does get a point across. Uranium
mining isn't as straight-forward as
other forms of industrial development.

. As the mine's opponents say, the
government better be absolutely
certain all dangers ha ve been closely
looked into before any approvals are
given. '

CARTERJOH~-'

The controversy over Denison Mines'
proposed sod-turning in the Birch
Island area north of Clearwater broke
surface last week with' the visit of a
company official to the region. And
from the look of things the issue will be
taking even a higher profile in the
weeks to come. , .'

A Denison vice-president, Mario
deBastiani ('Iron Fist' to the workers at
Elliot Lake), visited Kamloops and'
~learwaterto do a preliminary "testing
of the water" before a proposed Dec. 18
public information meeting on the
p:-o~pective uranium mine. DeBastini
met with vocal, orgariized op
pos~tion, locally spearheaded by
Kamloops branch of the Yellowhead
Ecological Association (YEA) and
helped, by such diverse groups as the
United Church and SPEC.

Apparently general reactiontrin the
Clearwater area. especially in Birch
Island itself, has also been hostile.
However, there was an element in the
town that ~as warm to the idea of a
mine being developed.

This support has waned somewhat
.because of the possible dangers and the
short life of the mine. The venture may
help Clearwater boom for four years,
but what 'happens when all the
Profitable uranium is gone? Who rents
the empty accomodatiQn and buys the
extra c~nsumergoods then?

In the past when the economy was
booming, there was always the hope
new'developments would crop up. But
now, when existing industries are
struggling to stay alive, odds are high
that Clearwater would follow the dead
end road of many other B.C. mining
towns when their booms were over.,

A'lf,Z 6,/7?
'fN£KAttf~"I"S, NEWS

Fight undermined?

,1

Although mine protesters are getting
substantial support, at least some of
them are pessiJ:nistic the mine will be
stopped. As one of the 'local YEA
members said, the only thing that will
determine whether the mine goes
ahead or not is the uranium market.

If the uranium price is high, no
matter what the protesters or gover
nments feelings are, the mine will
become reality and the residents will be
shafted, he said. However despite
doubts the governments will not take I

, - much credence in their opposition, the
mine's opponents are continuing to'
push the matter.

And in the same vein, they're taking
deBastiani's threat (promise) the
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FROM B. M. Jas

Re: Proposed Birch Island Uranium Mine
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Attached are recent press clippings from local newspapers
and a copy of a leaflet circulated in the North Thompson
area.
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~HY THE SECRECY BY DENNISON MINES, B. C.'s
DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND FEDERAL MINISTRY
OF ENVIRONMENT?

THIS SMALL MARGINAL URANIUM MINES AT BIRCH
ISLAND ONLY A 'TEST SITE' FOR LARGER URANIUM
MINES ELSE\.iHERE IN "BEAUTIFUL B.C.?"

ARE YOU SATISFIED WITH THE NEARLY NON
EXISTANT B.C. CONTROLS WEAK FEDERAL CONTROLS
ON URANIUM MINING?
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HOW CAN WE RESIDENTS OF THE THOMPSON VALLEY
ENSURE ADEQUATE SAFEGUARDS? tlYJlIY

lYh
DON'T RISK THE LEACHING OF RADON AND OTHER
LETHAL ELEMENTS INTO THE NORTH THOMPSON!
RADIO ACTIVITY 'IS RELEASED AT EVERY POINT
ALONG THE NUCLEAR FUEL CYCLEf
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PROTEST TO: MP LEN MARCHAND
MLA RAFE MAIR
PREMIER BILL BENNET
MAYOR MIKE LATTA
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IPEOPLE MUST BE PROTECTED1
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Len Stevens, director
district 3 United Steelworkers
of America, sent a telegram to
Premier Bennett today calling
for a judicial inquiry into the
proposal for an open p~t

uranium mine at Birch Island
near Clearwater north of
Kamloops.

Stevens issued the following
statement:

"Our union which
represents uranium miners in

Northern Saskatchewan and
Elliot Lake, Ontario, is ex
tremely concerned that the
people of B.C. be adequately
protected in any new uranium
d~velopment.

"The lung cancer deaths of
uranium miners in Ontario
makes such. an inquiry
justified. As this is a proposed
open-pit operation, the first of
its kind in Canada, the
government should satisfy the
people of the province that the

mine is safe both for workers
,and residents of the area.

"Our union will work in co- '
operation with government
agencies and those groups
that have expressed concern
in this project. I will make the
services of experts in our
National Health and Safety
Department and Research
Department available to the
study of the feasibility of the
mine from the safety and

environmental point of view
and our union will play an
active and constructive role in
making presentations to the
judicial inquiry.

"This is just as important to
the people of B.C. as was. the
MacKenzie Valley pipeline to
the people of the North. The
federal government appointed
Judge. Thomas Berger to
investigate the pipeline and
this project merits such an
inquiry.
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out protesters
By JAMIE BOWMAN Scott, a mining engineer by be so miniscule as to not harm "Tha~'s a real little bit

trade and the overseer of the ecology in the least. going into a real large
Ex-Rexspar mine manager much of the preliminary work amount," he testified.

John Scott has come dashing Estimating the river flow at
to the aid of the proposed on the mine-site from 1954- 9,000 cubic feet per second, he _According to him, Foghorn
uranium mine at Birch Island 1962, said the amount of question~. "j~st how .~uch Creek runs past the richest
against what he calls "slan- radioactive dumpi~gs in the dam~ge,~s It gomg to do if It all _ uranium ore in the area, yet
ted" media reports. North Thompson RIver would- -goes 101 people using water from it

have suffered no ill in many- _.. -, .--..:_~ years:'· >~i. ,~~. ~,~.l~> ~~~~4.1~·';-

-"." . . "..'.' (,.'1;
"When they"talk aboui all

the terrible things that were
supposed to happen at Elliott
Lake, there have been people

using water from Foghorn
Creek for years..J should
know, I lived there," he
ranted.

Scott expressed concern
Denison Mines will not go
ahead with the mine if too
much public opposition is
shown. .

"They'll drop it like a hot
roCk 1£ Denison thinks there is
too much against it."

While claiming not to be
"crusading" for the company
because he has "definitely no
interest in the thing at all,"

Scott said he felt "someone

[

etter speak against - this
propaganda" being fed the
media by environmentalists.

TRAn. BLAZING
~..o-..aL.~
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of the Steelworkers.
"We have always fell as a

group thal we had to bring the
information out and now irs
coming, to said Laverne Isert.
local chairman of the
Yellowhead Ecological
Association.

"Initially that was our first
position, lhat we want a
moratorium and a judicial
inquiry, to he said. "Obviously
we're glad to receive some
powerful support."

SINGLE COpy 20-
HOME DELIVERY 85- PER WEEK

it would be too close to the North
Thompson River.

Referring to the uranium 226
that would be held in the pond,
he said "you have to really treat
it with great care. You're
penning it up for several
generations (half life of U226 is
1,620 years) and you have to
make sure it will never, ever
escape until it is harmless."

Meanwhile in .Kamloops, local
environmentalists opposed to
the mine welcomed the support

".f-<;"'~'""'4 - UfUl+-*'ot ~., ..,

pletely safe for both' the en·
vironment and human health."

Calling the whole issue "very
complex," Marchand said that
as the environme,tt minister,
"I've got to try to understand
the technicalities. I know how I
feel -emotionally about uranium
and uranium mining. I'm afraid
of them."

He said the environment
department was ve'ry critical of
the proposed location of the
tailings pond at Birch Island, as

Bayda commissiQn in Saskat
chewan and the Powers com
mission in Ontario and that his
government will be looking very
carefully at their reports.

"I understand the anguish of
the Steelworkers and the people
up at Birch Island," he said, but
still, doesn't feel a judicial
inquiry into the proposed mine is
necessary at this lime.

He said that in order for his
ministry to approve the Birch
.Island project, "we'd have to

De convinced that it was com-

the safety and environmental
points of view."

He said the mine is as im
portant to the people of B.C. as
the MacKenzie Valley pipeline
was to people of the north and
that this project merits the same'
kind of inquiry conducted by
judge Thomas, Berger into the
pipeline.

ALHEAl>Y TWO
Marchand said there are

already two commissions in
vestigating uranium mining, the

PS DAILY SENTINEL 1
t
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in Canada, to said Stevens, "the
government should satisfy the
people of the province that the
mine is safe for both the workers
and the residents of the' area."

Stevens said his uAion would
cooperate with government
agencies and concerned Citizens

vups and "will make the
,vices of experts in our

national health and safety
department and research
department available. to study
the feasibility of the mine from

;;..<'r•• lj;;;
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Ih TERRY WIENS through, that at this stage I don't
.... ('iltinel Staff Writer think it (a judicial inquiry) is

necessary.. ,
Birch Island uranium Len Stevens, district three

"is very far away from director of the Steelworkers,
approved, to environment made the call for an inquiry in a
er Len Marchand said this telegram to B.C. Premier Bill
ng. , Bennett this morning.
call by the United Steve.ns said in a statement to
,"orkei"s of America for a the press th'v.ung cancer
:al inquiry into the deaths of. ura Ii miners at
. Ion is "premature, to he 1<; II iot Lake, Onl. make such an

inqUiry justified.
"re are still so many'., "As this proposed open pit
'S it (the mine) has to go operation is the first of its kind
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Date:

From:

To:

INSTRUCTIONS

o For your approval. 0 Prepare reply for my signature.

o For your information. ----.a Prepare draft of reply.

D Return to me.

o Return to file.

D For signature.

REMARKS:

o (100)

~ Wish to discuss.
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Dr. J. T. Fyles,

Deputy Minister,

Ministry of Hines & Petrol.sum r:esourees. November 30th 77.

Attached is cii copy of a news release by Envjronmental Services Pacific

Region concerning "Environment Canada Commentary on Pexspar Preliminary

Environmental Study", which 't"3.:lS forwarded to me by 111'. 8. A. Heskiu» P.Eng.,

Director General, Pacifie Region, Environmental Protection Service, Fisheries

and Environment Canada, Kapilano 100, Park toyal, ~Jest Vancouver, B.C. V7T 1A2.

J. D. McDonald, P.Eng.,
Senior Reelanwtion Inspector.

~:::~ ~jk;/~~d~//
././ ~,,~..JlOPYI .. Mt. E. n.,Ha. gar, P.Eng.,

. :~ssistant De Minister.
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NEtJS RELEASE

. UOVz~nE:l 25" 1977
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Rac'd NOV 3 0 1977"'" .~

~NVIRCNt"1E~JTAL STUDY ONLY PA:?T OF Tn.~·~.~~~ffi~~~~.s

LE.'1 MARCH~1D

SAYS

THE CO~·1ME.;-1TAqy 'SY ENVIRONME!'IT CA:'lADA SCIEtJTISTS ON A PRELIMINARY

EUTJ 1:10:-:MENTAL STUDY RELEASED TO THE MEDI A. ON NOVD1BER 24TH IS

ONLY ONE STEP I~1 THE PROCESS LEADING .TO A FULL ASS&SSME..l\Jr OF THE

....

PROPOSED URANIUM HINE PROJE.CT IN THE CLEl\RvTATER A..qEAJ ENVIRONMENT

MINISTER LEN MARCHAND SAID TODAY.

THE PRELIMI.NA~Y STUDY tJAS PRE.PARED BY KILBO'FIN £NGINEE.RING

LIMITED ~~D B.C. RESEARCH~ OF VNJCOUV£R FOR CONSOLIDATED REXSPAR~

THE COMP.~fY PROP05I~G TO BUILD THE MINE•
. ,

,QUOTES

• BAS I CALLY" THE PAPER RELEASED TO THE. PRESS: THURS DAY 'JAS AN

INITIAL" TECHNICAL COHMENTARY BY OUR OFFICIALS.. A..'JD 1JAS DESIG~~ED
'.. ".:1

~'.

TO ASSIST CONSOLIDATED REXSPAR IN PREPARING A FULL ENVIRON7'1ENTAL

.. IHPACT STATD1ENT FOR THE PUBLIC HEA:tlNtJS THAT \JILL BE HELD"

'.MR- MARCHAND SAl D.

'OUROFFICIALS PROVIDED THE COMM~~TARY IN ORDER TO POINT OUT TO
\

, ~ ,.
CONSOLIDATED REXSPAR.I ON THE BASIS OF THEIR P~~LIMINA~Y STUDY

WHAT ENVl:tONMEr-1T CAUADA SAY AS DEFJCIE..f\JCIE.SHAD ALREADY BEEN
\,

RECOGi,:lZED 9Y CONSOLI DATEDMD RE.~SPAR AND W£RE. POINTE.D OUT .BY THE CO"1~ ."

o~

OVERSEEING THE PROCESS ING OF THE COMPA,.\1Y· S APFLICt'\! ION MR.

TO THE JOIUT FEDERAL-PROVINCIAL STEERING COMMITTE.E 'JHICH,IS

MARCHArJD SAID.
. "
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, THE COM~1E~JTA.RY !4Y E~JVIRO:J:1£:JT CA~!l\DA SCIt!JTIST3 w+\.S STRICTLY

A lJOll{l:~1J PAPE:~ INTENDED FOR DISCUS.510:·I DUQli,JG TH~ PROCLSS OF

PUTTI:lrj TOGF..THEq A PROPErl" COMPRE.HE.~·JSIVE. E.~J'JlqO:~:1E.t1TAL. I'·1PACT

"STATEM£NT. IT DQES NOT RE.P~£SE.NT THE. FI~JAL Vl~''; OF' E.NVIHO;~MENT

CAtJAOA ON THE PROJECT t.

MR. ~ARCHAND SAID THE CO~~ENTARY WAS SENT TO TH~ CHAIR~AN OF THE

JOINT FEDE~AL-PROVINCIALSTERING COM~11TTE.E ~.JHJCH HAD Rf.CEIVED

THE KILBO~:J-73.C. RESEARCH STUDY ArID WHICH HAD ASKED THE FEDE.RAL

DEPARTMENT FOR TECHNICAL' COMM~JTS.
,

.• THIS IS ALL PART OF THE STRINGENT .SCRE.ENING PFlOCESS THAT THE

COHPANY WILL HAVE TO SATISFY BEFORE ~~Y ?>11NE. DEVELOPMENT COULD BE.
ALLOWED TO PROCEED. THE COMPANY WILL HAVE TO MEET ALL THE

. .
LICE~SING REQUIREHE..r-.JTS OF THE ATOMIC ENER,SY COr-JTROL OARD AND

\

THE HETAL MINING·LIQUID EFFLUE.NT REGULATIONS. OF THE FEDERAL

FISHERIES ACT" AS WELL AS THE REQUIRE~1ENTS ·OF THE PROVINCE OF'

B. C. OR THE r.1INE WILL NOT GO AHEAD" • ~R. M-hRCHA!.JD SAlD.
. .

• IN ADDITION" ONCE THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STrlTE.ME~JT IS CO~1PLETEI

THE f-TATTER ·111LL BE EXA.l'1INED IN A PUBLIC HE.ARINGS" SO THAT EVERYONE

CONCEmJED WILL BE ABLE TO PARTICIPATE IN A FULL PUBLIC AIRING

OF THE RELEVANT ISSUES. BEFORE THESE PUr3LI C HE.ARINGS" THE

,COMPANY'S FINAL ENVIRONf'1E:'JTAL IMPACT STATE~E.~.JT ?JILL BE RELEASED' •.

MR. MARCH~JD ADDED THAT IF THE PRELIMINARY ENVIRONMEN7~L

STUDY HAD 9E~J THE FINAL STATE~ENT~ THE MINE PROPOSAL WOULD HAVE

NO CHANCE OF REI~r; APPROVED.

FOR FURTHER INFORNATIOrJ CONTACT: MATT HUGnES- OTTA!.,rA - 997-1441

EPSPPACJFIC VCR .-,
CORRECT I OH • PA'1E 2 - TM I no PI\Qt\f1RAPH - '\TO~1 I C EN ~~~'i CONTROL

ROAHD.

EPSPt\CJFIC VCq
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ASSOCIATE DEPUTY MINISTER OF

MINES AND PETROLEUM RESOURCES
PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS, VICTORIA, BRITISH COLUMBIA V8V 1X4

o
November 3D, 1977,

MEMO TO: A. Sutherland Brown
J. S. Poyen
E. J. Bowles

FROM: E. R. Macgregor
Assistant Deputy Minister

Re. Public Information Meeting - Consolidated
Rexspar Minerals and Chemicals Li~ited

The attached notice was received from Mr. J. D. McDonald.
Arrangements have now been made for the meeting to be held
on Sunday, December 18, 1977 at 2:30 ?m. in the Clearwater
High School Auditorium. Two independent moderators are
being considered to conduct the proceedings. For your
information.

ERM/ph

cc: Dr. J. T. Fyles

Enclosure.

y~-
~ E. R. Macgregor.

, THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA



NOTICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING

November 22, 1977

CONSOLIDATED REXSPAR MINERALS &CHEMICALS LIMITED

are presently making arrangements for a public meeting to

be held in the Clearwater area in late 1977 or January 1978

to answer questions that may arise from interested citizens.

As soon as the meeting date is set, it

will be advertised in the local media.
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MEMORANDUM
C' 0",,') ow~6 ~J.., ;.,

rJ~1.f) t>\.

TO ~:r;.~ ~.~ ~.!•.J1~.~g.~~g2.~ .
Mr. B. Dudas

......p..~.~ J.~ Q.!R~.9.~.9.~.g.: .
Mr. J. Brodie
I~J..~p..~~.~Q.+...Qf..M.!.n.~~ ...~...R~.~J.g.~.n~ ...~.ng~nee

FROM THE

DEPARTMENT OF MINES

AND PETROLEUM RESOURCES

WHEN REPLYING PLEASE REFER

TO FILE No•...••.•.••••••••.•..••••••.•.••••••

Re: Consolidated Rexspar Minerals & Chemicals
Limited Birch Island Project.

Please find enclosed for your information, the booklet

entitled, "Information on the Proposed Birch Island Project".

JDM:jau

Encl.

-, -. "-ASSISTMT DEPutY .,.,STER
MINERAl R£~IWCES

REC'O III ,,3 'i7
~---

_ti93
REFERRED TO DAlE IMTIAL
O.M. /" ".... --~.,--

-_.
E. & P.

f-._...

CLUt.
~._- -'.' '.

INSP.
TillES

FILE

;~. D. McDonald, p.Eng.~

S'en{or Rec lamation Inspector.

. :'
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING

November 22, 1977

CONSOLIDATED REXSPAR MINERALS &CHEMICALS LIMITED

are presently making arrangements for a public meeting to

be held in the Clearwater area in late 1977 or January 1978

to answer questions that may arise from interested citizens.

As soon as the meeting date is set, it

will be advertised in the local media.

~"'----"I II f ._.
ASSISf7J:''''' MHISIm

MIN ES
I
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- -
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October 31, 1977,

ME'• John Hillian,
Pre.ident., Kelowna SPEC,
Box 673,
Xelowna, Brit.i.h Columbia.

Dear Mr. 8illian.

~hl. vlll acknowledge your let.t.er of Sept.ember l7t.h
coneemlD9 pot.ential develoPMnt. of ~e uranium resource in 'the
Hydraulic: Lake and Birch I.land Areas. The Prell1er, ~. Honourable
W. R. DeIlD.t.t., haa a180 referred your let.ter of Sept.ember l8t.h on
~e .... subject to me for my ooD.14.ratlon and re.pon.e.

I .. enoloslng a .t..1:...nt dat.ed January 20, 1977 Which
I made jointly vit.h ., colle.CJWI the Honourable J. A. Hiel.ell,
Mlni.t.ry of Znyiro...nt., coneeming t:he explorat.ion and 4eftlop
1I8Ilt. of ~ urani,. r••ource 111. Brit.l.h CoIUJlbia. Alt.boU9b ~i•
• ut.e.at ..t.. nference direct.ly t.o the pl"Opo••d 4evelop..nt
of a uraniua ~n. by Deni.on Mine. £1.1t.4 n.ar Clearwat.er,
Briti.h Coluabia, it. .1~ .et. out. in S088 4etal1 Go"~Dt. policy
with respect. to the 4e..lopBleftt of uranium anywhere in ~e PJ:Ovlnce.
You vill note 'that t.he At.oalc BnerIY Cont.rol Act enact.ed by the
Pedera1 GoveZ1Ulant. cont.rols the exploration, 4eveloPMftt. 04
productlon of uranlua in Canada. 'lbe AtOll1o Energy Con'trOl Board
baa jurisdiction o.er all uranlua aoti"it.ie. ralat.ed t.o ~i.

mneral re.ourc.. Deni.on Mine. Llait.e4, a. well a. cOalpani••
prospect.ln9 for urania 1n t:he Xelovna ar.a, have bfMn aut.hori.ed
t:o 40 .0 throu9h penalt:s i ••ue4 by t:he At.OJD1c Bnergy Cont.rol SOard.
The Province of 8~it.l.h Colu.bia i. co-operat:in9 olo.ely v1t:h t:he
.e4eral Government: 1n t:he admiai.t:rat:lon of ~e act: and ~9Ulat:lon.

concerned wlth the uranium re.ouroe aDd a Uraniua St..erin, co.-itt:e.
ha. been ••tabli.hed oo~.e4 of offlclal. fro. t.he At:o~c Energy
Cont:rol Board, t:h. Minist:ry of Mine. and .et:rolewa .eBOurGe., and
t:he Mini.t.ry of Bnvlron_nt.. In add1~ion a nWlber of MJlber. of
our Inspect:ion and Bn9in••ring Divis10n have received .pecial
t.rainlD9 proYlded by the At:oaic BIlergy Cont-rol SOard and a~.
authori.ed t:o act: for bot:h t.he Pederal and Provincial Government:.
in the a4a1ni.t.rat:ion of t.he At:oaic Bnergy Cont.rol Board Act. and
fte9Ulat.ion8 in t:hi8 Province.

• • 2



Mr. John Hillian - 2 - Oo~ber 31 t 1'77

The encl0.e4 Dew. rel.... ou~lin.. ~. .~rln9.n~ re
qulJ:U18D~. tha~ IIlWIt be ..1: by uy uraniua deftlop_n1: befo~.

the requl.l~e peralta and .pproval. oan be granted. Each 4...1
opMftt 18U8~ follow a st..qed approval proce.s, aile! at each .ta41.
th. requi.ite reports will be reviewe4 by ~. Uraniwa St.eeriD9
Co.m.tt... and consultation. will b. bele! bebMell the oQIIPaDy and
intere.t.d QoYe~Dt Mini.trie.. A. part of the proo••• le.41ng
to apProYal, there i. proyi.ion for public h••riD9. whioh will
provide any concernea aitl••n the opportunity to .ak. pEe••Dta
tiona. In the 0 ••• of DeniaoD Hine. Ltmite4 propo••d 4...1op-
..nt at Clearwater, Brit.lah ColUibia a 8t.'8 ODe report baa been
received and haa been reviewed by the Uraaiaa Steering Ccmaittee.
Should ~. company wi.h to ooatin•• In...tl,atla9 ~e project,
~b. company haa indicat.ed that ~.Y vll1 arrange a public meet.iD9
in ~. Cle.rwater are. to discu.. ~e project with intere.ted
01ti••ne. Thi. would be in the form of an information ...ting .nd
would be preliminary to any formal public hearinga to r••lew the
project. prior to the grant.ing of approvals. Projects 1n the
X.lawna area have not advanced t.o t.hi. atage and to date only
pro.peoting permit.. have been i.sued.

I believe you will agree that the Government of Briti.h
Columbia ha. taken effective .taps to monitor and J:e9\llate the
4evelop..nt of the uranium II1nlftCJ indu.try in Briti.h ColU1lbi••
Prior to any d...lopm8nt. taking place, there 1s a rigid .chedul.
of review and opportunity for public involvement ln t.he review
proc.... I appreciate your concern about uraniua development 1n
~e Province and I thank you for tak1nq the time to wrlte to me.

'four. aincerely,

James R. Chabot
MINISTER

cc: The Honourable W. R. Bennett., Premier

Enclo8ure
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o For your information.

o Send me copy of reply.
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o For necessary action.

o For your comments.

o Wish to discuss.
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Canadian Scientific Pollution & Environmental Control Society

lVir. Ja.rnes Chabot,
Minister of lV·lines e:.na Petrolet;m .tesour.ces,
PdrlialJ12nt Buildi.ngs,
Victorid B.C.

Deo.r IvIr. L habet:

ptember 17th 1977

J.Hillian(President)
Kelowna SPEC,
B f.,7~ "'·1 K Cox ;.J,L8 owna ~' ••

tJllN\STER'S OFFICE

RECEIVED
SEP 21 ·,977

PAHLIAMENT BUILDINGS
VICTORIA, B.C.

ive have be'en ttin~ very concerned lately b.bout the prospects of uranium

bein::~: Tninso nea':' i\elo'J':n:'l in the HJrdrr.:.tt;lic L;;.ekc ·:tr(~:·, ... Not ;E(~ny pfopleknov: very

mucn abc'Jut the huzarcis sl.rrotATlain!-= the minin,s of u1'ctnium d.rlCl then' is ver::.r

little inr'of'Irk;tti; n being divulgEd about the comp(ln~r or' companies invol.ved in

the e ploratinns.

'Ne hctVP heard however of pl(insfor the dpvel0:Jment of' urard1l'~ rni.nes in the

Clea~'VJater and I"Jelson c-.rp~:lS .In f';:1.ct c·... p:rOUD cd.11ed t}v:, 'iello,'vheacl EcolfJa:i.c,tl

Association Li:ts heen forr;ed hv the citizens nf Clear\t>Tater for the nu-:posp of

finding out rnOi'e abot~.t th~: plans of a Corn;)G.n~.! t re (Denison l"~inf?E Ltd.) who

cire trying to gain & permit to start d rui e cit Dirch ~sland nea~ Clectrwater.

They dre '~r'3in':: thc,.t Sd. "1 ,.:'cb 1 estdblished dealinr: "~iith potential hazarods

to hUlnan habit~tjons through the leo-ching of mine tcd.lir:r:s and wind rr\rne

uranium p~rticles.

In the existing "Guidelines i'o!.' loc-.l cind l"linerctl Exploration" in B.C.

publishe d by t.tle p.!.'OV incidl Ministry uf l"lines unu PetrolCUI.'l ,{es ources J th ere

are no references to urctnium mining or the s~JecL_.. l (lualities of uranium.

Another disturbing aspect of urcinium minin~ is the technology thcit it

serves.all around the world ~eople are probesting against nLclear ~roliferation.

Since ure:.nium dnd its by-products fuel hoth unscife ntJ clear reactor sand des-

tructive n~clear weapons ,then there is reason to be concerned alout the mining

of that fuel anywhere,let alone 20 miles from home.

Hydrau.lic Lake cind the surrounding arecA dre of gredt impo:ttance to the

Ivlission Creek watershed v·,Thich is th~\ major watercourse that feeds Okanagan Lake.

THIS IS A RECYCLABLE PRODUCT
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In the event of Okanagan Lake beconing contaminated,residents of the cent.:-'al

Okanagan v\~ould havF. to drait; there Wetter from areas like Hydr'aulic Lake. It W) ul d

seem prudent to keep the areo clean!

In both Saskdtcheitlc.n G.nd Onturio the Governments ho.ve initiated cO:YJ.Elissions

0(' in<1.uiries to explore the safety and overall wisQo:n of uranium mining,dnd in

bc,th provinces tne public WOoS invited to participdte.SPEC dnd the Yellcwhead

Ecologicdl Association are urging the B.C. governmeht to follow the lead of

Sas~dtchewcln dnd Ontario and be~in a full sc~le public inquiry into uranium

rninine, S 0 tL~~ t th\·~ pe pIe Iiv inc: in the ?0tentia 11:' a .:fecte ci areas have the

oportunity to ask q~estinns and find out more about this very important issue.

'J~e are fo·,tun,ate in B.C. since there are as'.;et no operciting uranium mines.

Now is the time tlldt sdfety guide_Lines Cdn ctn~l should be estbblished, and not

after the cor:~panies receive uncontested permits to Eline.

Yours truly,

~ Wtt~'\
\..

John Hillian
(President,Kelownci SPEC)

MINIST£R ~M..l"£S...A.ND PETRO.lEU.M RESOURC£S
TO: 'l r'~..---,

I~~:Tn.t~··nONS

Wi~!'I to ~i~t\'.s'S

[J Fur yom inC'lm 't!,.'n.

o For nct:cs': ./y ;!cL ':1.

o Send me c.:py oi ,... ply.

DATE:

/i{~ j' \ iwe rcr,!y for my signature..

r ;"cP 1r12 dra1t ot reply.

l ,\d.,rn to me.

C: fur your comments..

J-I ... ....,
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VICTORIA, B.C. ,

Mr. J. Hil1ian, President,
Kelowna S.P.E.C.,
Box 673,
Kelowna, British Columbia,
V1Y 7P4.

Dear Mr. Hillian,
Your letter received while I was leading an economic mission to
Europe has now been brought to my attention.

I am passing it along to the Minister of Mines and Petroleum Resources,
the U9Dourable James ChabotJ for consideration by his Ministry.

Yours sincerely,

w. R. Bennett
P·remier

Jiij.'/
S·

I

.~-_ ...'" "......_............~

ASSISTANT MINISTER
MINER URCES

REC'O O{ r7
---.~.- .

REFERRED TO DATE INITIAL
n.M.

--
E. &P.
GEOl.
INSP.
TITLES

8~1l&3Parliament Buildings, Victoria, British ColumbIa V



Canadian Scientific Pollution & Environmental Control Society

4'

.lwX .Bill Bennett ,M. L.A.'
Parlia-jent Buildings,
Victoria. ,B.G.

Dear lvir .Bennett:

Pi vii 7 f 't

~epterrilier 18th 1977
J.Hillian (President)
Eox 673,Kelownci B.C.

~~~~~\YI~W
SEP 21 1977

PREMIER'S OFFICE

~'ie have been getting very concerned lately (ibout th·::; prospects of uranium

being mined near Kelowna in the Hydraulic Lake area. Not .many people know very

much about the hazards surrounding the mining of uraniura and there is very

little information being divulged about the co~npa.ny or companies involved in

the explorations.

We have heard however of plans for the development of uranium mines in

the Clearwater and Nelson areas.In fact a group called the Yellowhead Ecolcg -

ical Association has been formed by the citizens of Clearwater for the purpose

.offinding out more about the plans of a company there (Denison Mines Ltd.)

who are trying to gCi.in a pe~mit to start a mine at Birch Island near ClearW'ater~

They are urging that saieguards be established dealing with potential hazards

to human habitations through the led-ching of mine tailings,and wind borne

uranium particles.

'.0 "

In the existing TTGuidelines for Coal and Mineral Exploration tf in B.C.

published by the provincial :::inistry of Mines and Petroleum i.i.esoarces, there

a~e no references to uraniurn or the sp~cial c,;,ualities of uranium.

Another disturbing aspect of uranium mining is the technology that it

serve~.All around the world people are protesting against nuclear proliferation.

Since uranium and its by-products fuel both unsafe nuclear reactors (i'nd des -

t~uctive nuclear weapons,then there is reason to be concerned about the mining

of that fuel an~~here,let alope 20 miles from home.

Hvdral11ic Le.k~ ar.d thc.- su!''!''ou!tdi.np'' a1"p:::l :::l~O "f' o-~pa.t ;.T'1nnrtance to the

.•·.ission Creek \1atershed Ylhich is the major Wcttercourse tha.t feeds Okanagan Lake.

THIS IS A RECYCLABLE PRODUCT
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In the event of Okana~an Lake becoming contaminated,rbsidents of the central

O~anagdn would have to draw their water from areas like Hydraulic Lake.It

lfiould seeu prudent to keep the area clean.

In both :::>a.skatchewetn and Ontci.rio th::: Governments have initiated commissions

or inquirie.s to explore the safety and overcill wisdom of uranium :nining,and

in both provinces the public "'.~as invited to participate .SPEC and the YelloTtl

head Ecologica.l Association Ctre urgin,' the B.C. government to fOi.lo\v th e

lead of Saskatchewan and Ontdrio dnd besin a full scale public inquiry into

uranium mining,5o that the people living in tne potentially affected areas

ha.ve the opportunity to aSi:: questions a.nd find out more a.bout this very im -

portant issue. ~·.Je are fortunate in B.C. since there are o.S yet no operating

uranium mines. Now is the time that safety guidelines can and should be estab

lished,and not after the companies receive uncontested permits to mine~

You ~"'S trul~r ,.
.~"" (~Y\

J~illian
(President,lielowna ~PEC)

&;;.

MIN:SiER OF MUJES AND PETROLEUM RESOURCES

TO: C~ }vve~P-v
lNSTRUCT~S .

o Wish to discuss AQ Prepare reply for my signature.

D Fer your inIGrrm:tion. 0 Prep:m draU of reply.

o For necess::ry acti::<:l. 0 R0turn tl rne.

D Send me copy of reply. 0 For your comments.

DATE: ©<:iT" I J ... 7

tS~c, ~~ p~



DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND PETROLEUM RESOURCES

VICTORIA

vav 452

September 13th, 1977.

Dear Sir:

Rei Proposed Uranium Mine at Birch Island, B.C.
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IE
This will acknowledge with thanks your letter of Septemhet 1st,

enquiring about the proposed public meeting concerning the Birch Island
Project, to be held this fall.

The Uranium Steering Committee has requested that the company,
Consolidated Rexspar Minerals and Chemicals Limited, hold a public
information meeting to outline the project to all those concerned
in the Clearwater area. This meeting would be an information meeting
only at which the company would outline the project and processes and
be in a position to answer questions. The company has set this meeting
up and it will be chaired by a neutral chairma~. There will be no
submissions requested from the public or associations or individuals
as this will be taken into consideration at a later date, both in the
Pollution Control Board and Agricultural Land Reserve hearings requested
by the Regional District. The tentative date for the public information
meeting is the last week in October. Advertisements will be placed in
the appropriate newspapers advising the time and location and date of the
public meeting.

If there is any further assistance requested in this matter,
please advise.

Yours very trul1 y,

it /c//;~~_n;~/
J .• D. McDonald, P.Eng.,
Chairman,

~ Coal Guidelines Steering Committee.

JDM: jau

~opy: Dr. J. T. Fyles, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Mines and Petroleum
Resources, Victoria, ~.C.



Dear Sir:

August 30, 1977.

~JEST COflST
g~UlRONMENT8b LOW
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Senior Reclamation Engineer~. I
Department of Hines R3C'd .. 1 1977 !

Inspection and Engineering Division _'_'__...~.....". ~l
1~37 F~rt Street t=. i (
V1ctor1a, B.C. : :

. ' I
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Re: Proposed Uranium Mine at Birch Island, B.C.

Our Association has been consulted by several groups of
citizens who are concerned about the uranium mine which
Denison Mines is planning to establish at Birch Island.
We have received information that the uranium steering
committee, of which we understand you are a member, is
planning to hold a public meeting concerning this mine
in September in the Clearwater-Birch Island area. We would
be very grateful if you could give us some information about
this meeting, such as whether you will be accepting sub
missions from the public and, if so, ~7hat form you would
like these submissions to take.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Yours sincerely
WEST ~AST ~I.RONMENTAL

LrJ· F.~
Bill Storey(----.-J

LAW ASSOCIATION

PRINTEC ON RECYCLED PAPER



DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND PETROLEUM RESOURCES

VICTORIA

V8V 452

Re: Biich Islarid 'Pioje6t '- ~6n~01idated Rexspar
Minerals and Chemicals Limited.
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DEPUTY MINISTER OF fA: ..
lJ6 •. J PETROLEUM RESOURCL~

1835 Fort Street,
Victoria, B.C. V8R

September 13, L977.
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THE PROVING OF B;D5H C0liJMBIA
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Dear Ms. Coleman:

Ms. Donna Coleman,
Bo'x 4064,
R.R. #2,
CLE~.RI..fATER, B.C.
VOE lNO

~-----'-

rASSI~~! DEPUTY MF.lfSfER
1 MINERAL lIESOUII:£S

REC'O SEP 19"77

REFERRED TO DATE INmAl
D.M.
E. & P.
GEOL..-
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FILE D~;)

This will acknowledge your letter of August 31st, 1977 requesting
information on the proposed public information meeting in October.

The Uranium Steering Committee consists of three people:

J. D. McDonald, Chairman, Ministry of Mines and Petroleum Resources
J. O'Riordan, Ministry of Environment
A. Dory, Atomic Energy Control Board, Ottawa

It should be noted that the Ministry of Environment consists of
Lands, Pollution Control Branch and Water Resources.

The public information meeting which is tentatively scheduled for
the last week in October, is a meeting which is organized by the company
at which time the company will outline the total project and answer
questions on the project from those attending the meeting. This is not
a meeting to approve the Consolidated Rexspar Minerals and Chemicals Limited
Birch Island project, and before any permit can be issued both Federally and
Provincially they must submit to Ottawa a Stage II Environmental Impact
report and meet the requirements of both Federal and Provincial statutes
such as Pollution Control Board Permits, Water Licences and the Atomic
Energy Control Board Permits.

• • • /2



2.

I trust that this answers the questions which you have outlined
in your letter.

JDM: jau

Yours very tru~y,

.-,. "l# /'/
C/%/;.f7~~'7

I
",4. D. McDonald, P.Eng.,

./" // C'hairman, ..
;/ Coal Guidelines Steering

/7

Committee.

copy: Dr. J. T. Fyles, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Mines and Petroleum
Resources, Parliament Buildings, Victoria, B.C.
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MEMORANDUM FROM ... J ... D.•. McDo.na.ld, ..P.Eng. ,

Tos,.distr~bQtjon.b.1Qw•.
THE DEPARTMENT OF

MINES AND PETROLEUM RESOURCES
PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS, VICTORIA, BRITISH COLUMBIA vav 1X4

DATE. Sept •. 13/77. .

RE: Birch Island Project - Consolidated Rexspar Minerals & Chemicals
Limited.

Attached for your information is the following:

1. Letter from Kilborn Engineering (B.C.) Ltd. answering the questions

raised by the various agencies which were reviewed at a meeting

held August 16th, 1977.

2. Letter from the Chairman, Mr. G. G. Runka, of the British Columbia
Land Commission.

~~~.,
Coal Gu"d "1. el1.nes Steering C "omm1.ttee.

Distribution:

-----··-.·-.-·-j~F_=_. _

r'EC'D

DEPUTY MINISTER OF rvllN":~
&PETROLEUM RESOURC~S

i:"FERRED

;,'5crs-
!\.-D"~
~;:----'--r--~+i If t I J
11. D. P.

r~R'Jj ·E& P. . I---"~-

~l~-D-.--._ --"I'~-
_1 __ .... I
r·-"'-·--F~.-

r:LE

~J. T. Fyles
Dr. J. O'Riordan
Mr. A. Dory
Mr. J. Brodie
Mr. B. Dudas
Mr. D. Smith

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA



British
Columbia
Land Commission

22 August 1977

--l'elephone (604) 294-5211

4333 Ledger Avenue, Burnaby, B.C., V5G 3T3

DEPT. OF MINES
AND PETROLEUM RESOURCES

Rec'd AUG 25 1977
Mr. J. D. McDonald
Uranium Steering Committee
Mini~try of M~ne~.and Petroleum Resourcfs I II I
Parl~am.ent Bu~ld~ngs · j

Victoria, B.C. .

Dear Mr. McDonald:

Re: preliminary Environmental Study of
the propo'sed Birch Island Project

Please excuse the delay in writing to you with respect to the above
proposed project. I will combine my remarks. to the effects of the
project on agriculture within the Agricultural Land Reserve. First
of all, it should be indicated that the agricultural capability
rating of the area immediately affected by the proposed tailings
pond and plant site falls within 60% class 2 and 40% class 5. How
ever, with the application of water to the land the class 2 land
can be increased to 60% class 1. The acreage indicated in the
study for exclusion from the Agricultural Land Reserve is approxi
mately 52 acres. However, it appears that 75-80 acres would be
involved if' the immediate area surrounding the plant and tailings
pond' are to be considered •

.Because of the predominantly fine textured and highly perimeable
soils of the area it is of ,concern that any high consentrations
located in .the tailings pond of the various elements (e.g. ; .I.t ,-'

magneseum, coba,1:t::1an<I nickel) plus other more toxic chemical com
pounds and 'possible gases could have on the surrounding agricultural
land~ Perhaps even more:' important is the possibility of a leaching
effect through these fine textured soils into the North Thompson
River system and the subsequent use of the downstream waters for
irrigation purposes·forcrop production. The above must be explored
in detail.

continued~••
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The area surrounding Birch Island indicates approximately 17 inches ~

as an average precipitation. In order to have adequate water avail-j
able and at the right time for crop production, the Commission
would like to see explored in detail the provision of an irrigation 1
water supply system for the land within the Agricultural Land
Reserve surrounding the proposed project. In other words, with thej
irrigation waters made available crop production particularly for /
forage crops could be intensified to a greater degree than at
present.

It should be·1made clear"to;the company involved that an 9lPplication
under the Land Commission Act would have to be made through the
Regional District.

I trust the above observations will be of assistance to you.

Yours very truly

/~y~
G. G. Runka
Chairman

GA/js
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Kilborn Engineering (B.C.) ltd. / 1199 W. Pender, Vancouver, Canada V6E 2R1. Telex: 04-507734, Tel:

(604) 669-8811
August 23, 1977

DEPT. OF MINES
AND PETROLEUM RESOURCESMr. J.D. McDonald, P. Eng.

Senior Inspector of Mines - Reclamatio
Department of Mines and Petroleum Reso~~

Inspection and Engineering Division
1835 Fort Street
Victoria, B.C.
V8R 1J6

[-\UG 25 1977

Dear Sir:

Re: Consolidated Rexspar Minerals &Chemicals Limited
Birch Island Project

This letter is in response to the letters from the various governmental
departments which you had forwarded to Consolidated Rexspar Minerals
&Chemicals Limited and were reviewed at the meeting in your offices
on August 16, 1977 with your department representatives.

The comments were made to the "Preliminary Environmental Study of the'
Birch Island Project" which was issued to the Deputy Minister of Mines
on June 1, 1977. We have taken each letter and its' related item
number in sequence.

Pollution Control Branch letter of July 24, 1977

1. Mr. Barker of A.H. Ross &Associates stated that the process was
not finalized as yet and indications are that there will be a
negative solution balance. The overall balance depends on the
precipitation - evaporation figures which are to be collected.
The results will appear in the Stage II Report.

2. Consolidated Rexspar does not feel that a liner is necessary,
however, further acid generation tests will be conducted by
Lakefield Research to confirm favourable B.C.R. results.

3. Design and location of the barium chloride treatment works will
be outlined in the Stage II Report.

4. An engineering analysis of tailings management liners will be
summarized in the Stage II Report.

5. No problems are anticipated as this is an open pit mine. Water
will probably be re-used in the process.

Continued Page 2 • • .
""""
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,
6. It was agreed that vanadium should be monitored, however, both

nickel and cobalt are below detection limits.

7. A.H. Ross &Associates are recommending MgO precipitation rather
than ammonia (which appeared on drawing 7154-10-2).

8. More acid generation testswill be conducted.

Atomic Energy Control Board letter of July 13, 1977

1. Mr. Dory explained that this item related to preventing public
access. This point is to be reviewed and reported in the
Stage II Report.

2. Calculations will appear in the Stage II Report.

3. This is covered under another letter.

4. Maximum spillage would be 1800 gallons. A more detailed description
of the monitoring would be covered in the Stage II Report.

5. Lighting of the pits is covered by the B.C. Mines Regulation Act.

6. This will appear in the Stage II Report.

7. As 6 above

8. As 3 above

9. As 6 above

10. Amonitoring schedule would be submitted for approval by PCB and
Environment Canada.

11. As 6 above

12. As 3 above

13. As 3 above

14. Mr. Allen stated that B.C.R. used the Saskatchewan method. Mr. Dory
suggested Environmental Canada's Edmonton Branch be contacted.
Mr. Allen is to review with Mr. Jim Rowley of that office.

Continued Page 3
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15. Mr. Barker stated that conventional wisdom is that organics
report with solids. Mr. Mitchell will check with U.S. source
for research results. When this information is received, he
will forward it to your department.

16. As 6 above

17. This is to be defined later when the process has been firmed.

Provincial Archeologist Office letter of July 11, 1977

B.C. Research will include this department comments and results in
the Stage II Report.

Planning Division letter of July 8, 1977

No comment

Department of Labour letter of June 30, 1977

The steering committee is to meet with this department in an attempt to
understand their position. Mr. de Bastiani stated that a 200 man work
force is working at Denison Mines under a B.C. Contractor.

Reclamation Advisory Committee letter of July 18, 1977

The Stage II Report will include engineering design regarding the 200 year
flood level.

Further discussions were carried out regarding the reclamation of the
tailings. Mr. McDonald stated that work would have to be carried out
on revegetation. Suggested plot size was 20'x50'.

Mr. Brodie on the PCB recommended that application for permits should
be made to his depanmtent at an early date. Mr. de Bastiani stated
that the process was not final and Mr. Brodie reiterated that approval
would take about one year and changes to the permits could be made at
any time.

Continued Page 4 •••
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Mr. McDonald stated that comments from other governmental departments
will be forthcoming and copies will be forwarded to Consolidated
Rexspar Minerals and Chemicals Limited when they are received. These
will be responded to upon review by Rexspar.

If you require any further clarification on any of the points noted
above, please do not hesitate to contact. We wish to thank all the
departments present and Mr. Dory of the AECB for the time which was
given us to discuss the project.

Yours truly,
KILBORN ENGINEERING (B.C.) LTD.

RCG/kw

cc: Mr. J. de Bastiani - Consolidated Rexspar Minerals &Chemicals Limited
Mr. Barker - A.H. Ross &Associates

Mr. I. Allen - B.C. Research
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TO W. C. Robinson,J., P., McDon.a!d ,

L. ' " . .. .. , ..' . .- .. L. I;. .'", i. ..• ....... ... .. ~ .......1< J" ~.
PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS, VICTORIA, BRITISH COLUMBIA vav 1X4

101, 2985 Airport Drive, Kamloops, B. C.

DATEAugus t" 18",,1977,

Re: R.M.C. & Rexspar Meeting, Aug. 18/77.

As per our conversation of August 17, 1977 I attended the above
meeting which was hastily called on August 16.

The following persons attended the meeting.

Jim Ryder--Agriculture
Don Smuin--Water Rights
Al Dixon--Forestry
Al Stephens--Pollution Control
Denis Podmore--Parks
Doug Snider--Lands
Bill Dudas--Mines
M. J. de Bastiani--President, Cons. Rexspar
Ron C. Getty--Manager, Kilbourn Eng. (B.C.) Ltd.

The informal meeting was chaired by B. M. Dudas.

Mr. de Bastiani reviewed the history of Birch Island and explained
that the proposed project is in its infancy and perhaps it was premature to
talk about tentative start up.

At present it looks more like 1979 or 1980, if the economics are
favourable. Apparently to bring the property into production the capital
requirement is in the neighbourhood of $25,000,000 and the total anticipated
U308 is only 2,000,000 lbs.

Mr. de Bastiani was not sure when an information hearing should be
held. The persons present suggested that he should proceed with a public
information meeting in the Clearwater area as soon as possib~. Mr. de Bastiani
questioned the role of the R.M.C. vs the Regional District. He was wondering
if he will have to deal with five governments or only four in addition to the
various agencies of each governmental department. The answer he received was
non-committal.

Later in the day I introduced Mr. de Basti~IDfue Assistant Planner
of the Thompson-Nicola Regional District. Unfortunately, the chairman of the
Regional District, Mr. Winters and the Director of Planning, Mr. Virdi were
out of town. It would appear certain rezoning may be required in the Birch
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Island area from rural to industrial if and when the majority of the problems
are solved.

On the afternoon of August 18, 1977 Messrs. de Bastiani and Getty
had a meeting with the local news media and were hoping to interest either
Mr. Blakey from the NL station or Mr. Carter from the CFJC station to chair
the anticipated public information meeting of Clearwater in September or
October.

!s.;h-~
B. M. Dudas

lc
cc: orv
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AU9uat 17, 1977,

Mr. and Mrs. John 8. Roft.chezo,
Box 4lZ,
Clearwatezo, 8. C.
VOl 1HO

D••r Hr. and Mr.. Bonacher I

Thank you for your l.~~.r of Auqu.t 2, 1977 expr•••ln9 your
concern for ~he ••t.abliabMnt. of • uran.1um mine at aizoob I.lan4.
I would 11ke to review with you the stepa ~11. Government bas
taken 1n ••~.bll.hiD9 ooft4i~loDs for the 4...1o~.~ of uraalua
~A•• 1n British ColU8bla and to indicate the aGrEeDt .~.~QS of
the .Birch Island proj.c:~.

May I first point out that no deol.10n has been ma4. by
.1~r the Pederal or Provinclal Government to .pp¥OY. the
e.t.ablishment. of a uraniua alae at. alZ'ch Island. 1ft ad4itiOll,
no auoh 4ealslon ha. b••n ..48 by the COJRPIUlY Dor ba..,. eitber t.he
FeeSeral or Provincial aoftm_nt. r.celftc1 applicatlon. froa ~e

company t.o ~ia effec1:.

The project. 1. in t.he pJ:Opo.al stav- and reqair.. a full
.".luation and •••••••I1t. before euch appro....l. w111 be grant.ed.
A copy of the newa ...le••• that. I ..de jolnt.ly with ., eoll••CiU.
the Minist.er of Bnviron_nt. , ~ IIOl\ow:able J .... Hiel••n, on
January 20, 1977 out.l1n.. the atzln,eait requ1r._D~. that. auat.
be met. by .By uraniua 4e..los-eftt. befon t.he requieite pemlt..
anc! approval. oan be 9rant.ed. .....0 date the ooJIPany baa .ubalt.~.d

a pro.peCt.U8 which i. a general 4••orlptlon of the p~opo••d
develop_at. and JaOre reoentoly I a prellmnal.Y envlroDllenul st.udy
of ~. Birch Island project.. The lat.t.er report 1. cuuent.ly
UDder ftyi.. by offiaial. of ., Minl.t:z:y &ftd by I811bers of the
Uranlwa St.••ring Co.u.t.t... refe..s:ed t.o 1n .y neva rel•••••
Many of the concern. that. yo. hay. ...a1••4 w111 be under dlacua.loft
by the•• qJ:OUP8.

• • 2



HI' • and Mr.. J. S • 11oD.cher

- 2 -

Au"!at 17, 1977

In your letter you bav. made referenoe to Kilborn Bngln••rin,
(a.c.) Limit.ed a. the author of tn. EDvlZ'Onment.al St.udy of the
Birch Island projeot.. It ahould be Doted that the report. clearly
atat.. that the .nvlro~nt.al and .ocio-economic impact.. ••
d••cribed 1n Sect.lon. 4 and , of the report. were prepare4 by
B. C. Re••aroh and Dot byKl1born Engln••r1nv. 'l'he 1.t"1:' fiB
was concerned with ~he t.echnical ••peets of the project aDd the
proposed en..,lronMnt.al oont.rol that would be 1••t.alled.

Aa part of {th. review proc... you wl11 note that. t.he new.
re1e... mak.. p~Yl.ion lor public bearinq8 whlah vl11 provide
any coDcerned cit.i.en the oppoxt.unit.y to make pr••ent.atioDa. I
exp8ct that. following the revie" of the Uranlua St••rlD9 Coaait.t...
and •••um1n9 that the company wi.h.. to cont.inue inv••t19atlng t.be
projeot, 1:hat. public .et.lngs will be arranged. at. whicb such
pr•••n~at1on. may be made.

Sincerely yours,

J.... R. Chabot.
MINISTER

ERM/ph

bee: M. J. De Bastian!
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Aupat. 17, 1'77,

Mr. and Mrs. J ... Thel'l'•• ,
Box 3402,
a. B. '2 Cl.arw.~.r, B. C.
YOB lHO

Dear MZ'. and Mrs. Then•••

'l'b.l. wl11 ackn.owledge youJ: nC.ft~ 1.t~.1: to Prealer w•••
Dennett coDcemlftCJ ~he propo••4 uranlu. 111ft. at 8irch I.l&D4,
B. C. I wou14 11ke tto out-l1n. thl. OO"rnMIl~·. po.lotion
coneen!8' the auttent au".. of the 8il:ob I.land p~j.at.

May I fir.t. poin~ Otlt tba't DO 4801.1011 ba. beea _de by
81~.r t.he ".4er:a1 01' the ProyiRal.l Goft.....ft't to .pp~ ~e

....bl1.b88n't of • araaia. .t•• a~ Birch I.land. 1. a441t10n,
DO .uob d.cl.lon ha. beeD ucte by ~ cOIIPafty, 1\01' ha.. 8ither
t:be ••deral 01' ProY1Jloi81 ao.......nt. recei...4 .ppllead.one
froll ~. OOIIPUly ~ 'thla eff.ci:.

file pr:oj.ct. 18 1ft ~ plO~al au,. and nqa!re. a full
eYaluatloa aad a••••••at before .\lOb appzo",al. will be 9rant.ed.
A oopy of a a... 1'81•••• that I _de jointly with ., 0011••pe
~ MiJll.t.er of 8D.l~Dt., '1'bAI Boaovabl. J 111el••", Oft
January 20, 1977 out.lin•• t.he .trlnteat requlr nt. tbat .~t.

be at. by ally uanlWl 4• .,.loPMnt betoA ~ E'equ1.1t.. penit..
&DeS appZ'Oval. aaD be 9ZOUl'ted. To dat.e the OOIIP&Dy h•••ubII1t.ted
a proapeot,u whlob 1. • ..aE'al 4••oz-1pt.loll of the pzopo••4
4eY81op_llt. aDd .,.. recent.ly, • pnlUd.ulY oYlnDMDtal .t.udy
of the Birch 181u4 pzoj.ott. '!'ha 1.t.t.e~ .t.\14y 18 Gurreat.ly \lDCSer
....,,1ew by offia181s of JaY Mlal.Uy and by ....1'. of t.be UranlW1
8t.••1:189 C..lt.t.... Mally of the conaem. that. you h... ra1••d
in your let.toer are beiDI oon814eJ:e4 4\1ria, t.hl. • ••1uat.ion.

As paR of t:he reviev Pl:'OO8..YO" vill Don t.hat tile Dev.
r.l.... 1Iak.. proYi.ion fol' p\1bl10 b••rift9 whlah w111 pl'Oy14.
any concern.d cltl••n the opport.1IDlt.y t.o ute pr••aautlou.

• • 2



MX' • and Mr.. J. '!'herr••

- 2 -

AlIi'!8t. 17, 1177

It. 1. expect.ed thai: followin9 'the review by ~. Uranium
s~erlng Comm!~1:•• and •••umin9 that. t.he oompany plan. to
cont.1nue lnv.s1:1qat.lon of ~. project., provision will be made
for a public ._t.ing where you.r concerns w111 be regist.ere4.

Sinoerely yours,

James R. Chabot.
MINISTER

ERM/ph

bee: M. J. De Bastiani
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~ 41 ,
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INSTRUCTIONS

o For your approval.

o For your information.

o For necessary action.

o Send me copy of reply.

o For your comments.

~repare reply for my signature.

o Prepare draft of reply.

o Return to me.
\

o Return to file.

o For signature.

o Wish to discuss.

REMARKS:

o (100)
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August 17, 1977,

Mi•• Marcia L. Wedakin;,
General Delivery,
Clearwater, B. C.

Dear Mi.s Wedekin,:

Thank you tor your let:ter of July 31, 1977 outlining your
concern and opposition to the e.tablishment of a uranium mine
at Birch leland, B. C. I would like t.o review for you the
position the Government. has taken with respect to the project
and to indicate it.. current stat.ue.

May I fir.t point out that no decislon has been made by
either the I'edaral or t.he Provincial GovebMnt. to approve t.he
extablishment. of a uraniwa mine. In addit.ion, no such deci810n
ha. been made by the company, nor haye .itheI' the "e4era1 or
Provincial GovernIMnt reoeived applicat.ions fro. ~. company t.o
thi. effect.

The project 18 in the proposal .uva and requ1~•• a full
evaluation and a nt before such approval. will be flranted.
A copy of ~e ne". rel.... that I made jointly with my collea9ue
the Minister of Bnvironllellt, The Honourable J.... Niel.en, on
January 20, 1977 outlin•• 'the .tringent requlre..nt.s t.hat. must
be met by any uranium develop..nt: before the requisite peEmit.
and approvals can be qrant.e4. To date the cOlDpany h•• submitt.ed
a prospeotus which ia a general de8orlpt.ion of the propo.ed
develop_nt and more recently, a prel1ainary envlromaental study
of the Birch leland projeot.. ~h. latter study which i. of •
preliminary nat.ure i. current.ly under review by t.he Oran1wa
St.••ring Co~tte.. It 1. expected t.hat a ...ting betw.en the
company and the Uraniua St.eerln9 commit.tee w111 be held followlnq
completion of this review to discus. in more detail various
.speeta of the project..

• • 2



Mis. Marcia L. Wedekini

- 2 -

AU9\18t. 17, lt77

As part of the review proo... you will note that the Dew.
relea.e mak.. provi8ion for a public hearing which will provide
any conoern citizens the oppor~unity to make pre.entationa. I
belie... you will a9r.. that the procedure. out.lined require a
broad review of any uranium proposal prior to the granting of
approvals and that stringent .afeguards will be undertaken t.o
ensure 1:hat the public .afety i. prot.ect.ed.

Sincerely your.,

James R. Chabot.
MINISTER

ERM/ph

bee: M.J.' De Bastiani
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o For your approval.

o For your information.

o For necessary action.

o Send me copy of reply.

o For your comments.

~Prepare reply for my signature.

D Prepare draft of reply.

D Return to me.

D Return to file.

D For signature.

D Wish to discuss.
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Hon. James Chabot
Minister of Mines
Parliament Bld~.

Victoria, B.C.

FILE

and Petroleum
'----- ,

Dear Sir:

I AM AGAINST THE PROPOSED BIRCH ISLi\ND URANIUM MINE.
As a resident of East Blackpool, which is only ten miles
south of Birch leland, I am horrified that the population
of this area will" be directly exposed to radioactive
dust and to the lun~ cancer-producin~ ~as radon-222 blowin~

from the mine. In addition, radioactive materials from
the ore refinin~ process will be leakin~ into our ~round

water and thence into the Thompson River. We will be
left with a radioactive tailin~s pond, which the en~i

neerin~ firm bUildin~ the mine has admitted in its report
cannot be made 100% leak-proof. A~ain, this means the
leaka~e of radioactive wastes into the Thompson River.
This tailin~s pond, such as it is, will have to be main
tained FOREVER by the people of this province. This mine
will be dan~erous to the entire population of B.C.

Since you are not opposed to the mine and are not actively
fi~htin~ to stop it, I can see that JOu care nothin~

about the health of the people of this province. You
should be removed from office.

I

;m.M~/' JI-LdldU'tj
Marcia L. Wedekin~ V
General Deli very
Clearwater, B.C.

o Prepare roply for my sianatu,--

o Pt8PJre draft·or reply.

o Return 10 me.

D for yOur commenr,.

MiNISTER Of MINES AND PETRGLfUIrI RESOURCES
TO:

INSTRUCTIONS
o Wish to discuss

o For your information.

o For necessary action.

o Send me copy of reply.

DATE:
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Dt-..:nison mines, in cooperatillll wi.lh the DeparL;lknt uf

Mines of Brit.:.ish Columbia, plans to build S.C.'s til·st.
uranium mine and procE::ssing plant at Birch Island jU~';L

north of Clearwater in the N<...Jrth Thompson valle:/. This
project has Leen shrouded in ~~ecL'E.'cy. To date verylItt1E:
-·inr()·ir.iatTo·n-flas-5e~de-~;;ilabIl~-'and no publ ic dt..:bate,

let alc,ne participation, has be<:'ll provided for by the B.C.
government. In the meantime recent statements macte by
officials of the Thompson Nicola. Regional Distri~t,tnd~ca_~~_'

that the proJect may have alreddj been given aFprovdl. If
thismine:-·-~~--.1nY--f~-t·~-;~·e--u~1-nTummln;;s·~·'·ar e in t}1e be s t

interests of th~ IJt.:;ople of B. C. why is thel'c no publ ic di s
closure dnd dehate?

t-Je live in a world wh(~t'e more and more dec~i. si.':..... ::; aLout
the future well-b>:::in'j of our cOIlUnunities are made not by the
people di rectI y affected (lnd 1 i vi ng i n th<)~ _ cOrr~TlilI.i lj ~~s I

but by ijOVernmef'.cs and large cGr.f;ordtiuns d~ting 1!1 t~iE::ir

own interests. The time is long overdue wben the peof)le who
ul timately must live wi th the consequences of the"3C declsions
should

(1. ) be provided wi th rnoE~ thc!n enou·Jh i nfor-rna t iorl
about the altern<J.tives available and the personal,
social anJ environmen ta 1 cos ts arid bene tits as ~:iGC:

ia~ed with each alternative and

(2.) be given t.he right to participate ill the de:::L.>ion
making process, that is to actively decide on the:
direction the future'developmt:nt of their c:orr.munity
will take.

WHY 131 RCH ISLAND'?

())

G

rille uraniUIlI depo~>i.ts at Birch Island drl~ rcl')l.~ve:ly '> (i'--'"
small with a lifE~ of only five to seven years. Wh:t. C,) :;> \
Denis~n t·!lnes dId tne B.C. governITlE:nt want to, expl~it this . =-__/
d<:.:pos1. t when there are much larlJ~r one::::. elscwcH::rt:; lIt B. C.
Are the people'-;Tt-h-e'~N'oitE-ThoIl1fJS()n"ai:ea'-bei'n-j u~'~'d as

enviror~ental and political guine~pigs?

WHAT ARE THE E:C.~:OI·lIC COSTS?

)
c'

With such a short life will tins mine provide d sound
base for the kind of dcvelo~nent th~t the people of the:
greater Clearwater ared desi.re? The miners, technicians,
and others will of necessity be imported and t.hese people
will move on when the mine runs out. In the meantime the.
Clearwalt:r area will ride the crest of d short boom P21iod
then suffer a prolonged depression aft~rwards. The results
will be inflated lillld and house prices with speculators
as thE: main b...:ntC:flci3.l-ies. While i::.rciinary people:: will find
it harder to obtuin hom(}~; and othel.' necessities. There will
be increased LCixe s to re lieve [-l'E.: ::5sures on the art:d' s schools,
water supply, recLt,.;ation facilities# roads and se ..... aqe disposal.
When thE-.! mine 1'1..:n:> out. th~~ town ··.... ill be left 1,0,'1. -..h eXFC:f:sive
services wi thOLlt the peolJle CJr ted base to Sl.:i'F01-t trH!ffi. 'The
guali ty of life ir. the Cledr.... ater an.-:.:l cou~9_,_~~_.E.~-:04}.;l)e!1_~iY-
'harmed'-~--'--"-"''''''-'' .' .- -.--._ -" _-" _" .._ __ , _._ _-_.._-_.- __.
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ARE 'tHERE HAZAfiliS '1'0 THE ENVIRuNMENT AND HUt-iAN HEALTH?

'f'nere are dangers because radioactivity is released at
every point along the nuclear fuel cycle from mining the
uranium ore to ultimate disposal of the wastes. As a result
uranium mines take their toll on miner lives every year. Over
the ypars miners have breathed radioactive dust and radioactive
gas (radon) which seeps from the decaying natural uranium.
It took the Ontario govermnent 16 years to implement inter-

na tionally accepted safe levels of radia tion exposure. I t is cD";
st:ill too early to measure fully the cost in human lives -- i
of \o.'hdt might be termed wilful negligence. ~.0_I.~~_~~~:s_ 5'
have suffered lingering, gruesome deaths from various
ki ;g;of-canceran(f·5TITco.s.1s··:-.-··----····.-··--~····------.--.-----..---
" -'-----------------------_.~.__ .._..."'...."'---.,--_.:_-_.
TO DA'l'E B.C. HAS NO LEGISLATION REGI\RDING S~\F'ETY AND HEALTH-_..-_•._----------_.
IN URANIUM HII~ERS~

Do 'l,ole want anot.her Elliot Lake 'l,oJhere Denison Mine~J hC1s an
abomlncwle record in protc:ctlon of human hr=alth?

At the very least Wt": ~;hould be provided with answers
to the following questions:

1. What arc thE~ dangers associated wi t.h mining
uranium?

2. What impact will this mine have on its empIO"..:ees
and the people generally living in the Clearwater
ar'ea?

3. What impact ·,.,ill this mine have on the en'.lironment?

4. The processiny plan t aIid se ttl inC] ponds wi 1: r-,"-~

located very near the North Thompson River. Eo.....
will waste disposal from the mine and ~illaff~ct

the river?

~.il'
~

~
~~~:

f
'~
~
';'1;
r~:

IS NUCLEAR PO~;EH OUR ONLY ALTERNATE ENERGY SOURCE?

01:,viously not but iJ..j:..s_ ..thp. most dangerous und most.
expensive source. rllhere arl~ c;ther a t.crnatlv<:::: su::h c.;.5 .....·ir.d,
sol;i····r;Oy;·er-cil·~..ec·tly from the sun, using the powt2r of :;.~._.

OE.~0J.~=-~A9.~s, and dlso d seriou~ I... ro(.jramme of con;jervd. :ior..
All of these arf~ much cheaper than nuclear power and, ;.::-:'~(;

. importantly, infinat.ely safer. At present, research ir.t\)
them is woefully under financed and far do....m on gov(:rn.l'7.E:::lt
priori ties. We must ..:.L~j a COlffilluni ty prote~)t the- C<.lnsers 01:
nuclear power frclffi minin1J urc.Hllwn to react.ors to wast.·~ dis-

'-

..., \,

"\.
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posal, and urge the provinical CinJ federal govenuU8nts to seek
other non-polluting and non depleting energy sources.

We should also consider that uranium is not a fuel
like any other. Nuclear reactors and their waste products
constitute a danger far beyond anything yet d~vised. Waste
materials remain toxic or highli' da.ngerous for thousdnds
of years. No OIle can guarantee the safety of such materials
for this length of time.

Canada is also enyaged in selling uranium and reactors
throughout the world. Canada then, along with the United
States, must b~ar the m~jor responsibility for the prolefe~a

tion of nuclear weapons.
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don Anderson
President
Ka.mloops New Democra.tic ?qrty

G~n3tituency ~ssoci~ti~n
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Province of
British Columbia /'-

OFFICE OF THE MINISTER

Ministry of
Mines and
Petroleum Resources

--,",

Parliament Buildings
Victoria
British Columbia
V8V1X4

July 29, 1977.

Mr. Dan Coleman,
P.o. Box 364,
CLEARWATER, B. C. VOE INa

Dear Mr. Coleman:

,/
,/

Thank you for your letter of July 17th, 1977
expressing your concern about the proposed establishment
of a uranium mine at Birch Island, British Columbia.

In your letter you have made reference to a
number of points arising from your review of the Preliminary
Environmental Study of the proposed project, prepared by
Kilborn Engineering (B.C.) Ltd., and B.C. Research. It
should be noted that the report clearly states the Environmental
and Socio-economic impacts as described in sections 4 and 6
of the report were prepared by B.C. Research and not by
Kilborn Engineering. The latter firm was concerned with the
technical aspects of the project and the proposed environmental
control that would be installed. It must be recognized that
this is a preliminary assessment only and no commitments have
been made by either the Provincial or Federal Government
with respect to granting the requisite permits, nor has the
company indicated that it will proceed tp the point where
permits and approvals are required. .

On January 20th, 1977, I and my colleague, the
Minister of the Environment, the Honourable James Nielsen,
issued a News Release which states British Columbia's policy
concerning the conditions under which exploration, development,
and mining of uranium will be permitted. I have attached a
copy for your information. You will note that a Uranium Mining
Steering Committee has been established which is currently
reviewing the preliminary environmental assessment and is
co-ordinating the responses of the various Government agencies
to which this report has been referred. Included in their
list of concerns will be the disposal of wastes from the
milling and mining operations and the location and design of
suitable tailings disposal areas. This assessment will then
be discussed with the company and their consultants in order

/2
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that th~ Provincial and Federal requirements are made clear
and are taken into consideration in the next stage of study
and evaluation by the company_ You will also note that there
is provision for public hearings to discuss the proposed
development and an opportunity will be provided-for any con
cerned citizen to make a presentation if desired.

Yours sincerely,

ORIGINAL SIGNED
. ,SY MINISTER

James R. Chabot,
MINISTER.

Enclosure
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Mr. Don Bllsay,
President.,
Scient.ific Pollution and
Environment.al Control Society,
Box 244,
KAMLOOPS, B.C.
V2C 289

---

July 27'th 1977

/~-

Dear Mr. Bll.ay I

Thi. will aokDovledqe your let.ter of July
l8t.h 1917 requ••t.inq a••ist.ance in ob~aininq oopi.. of t.he
Prospectus and Preliainary Environmental Impaot StUdy on the
Consolidated aexspar Minerals and Chemioal. Lt.d., project.
at Birch Island, B.C.

Ae I indicateeS to you in my let.t.er of July
8th 1977, information i. available for public inspect.ion
and review at t.hi. Ministry's offic•• on Airport. Road in
xamloopa. You mast recoqnlze t:hat 1:hi8 i. a pre11Jlinary st.udy
and a lilll1ted nUllber of copi•• ha. been supplied by t.he oOlllpany
for dis~lbu~ion ~ various Government. aqeDeie.. In addition
to the copy in ~e Kaaloop. office, 'there have alao been
copi•• supplied to Mr. W. Winters, Chairman ot the ae9ional
District of Thomp8on-Nicola and to Mr. Robert A. Cochlan,
Chairman of ~e Clearwater t.provement District. Perhaps you
may arranqe to ~rrow a copy of the•• report.. from either of
the lat.ter ~ souroe.. I am aleo forwar41nv a copy of your
request to Consolidated Rex_par Mineral. and Chemicale Ltd.,
for t.heir cODsideration.

A copy of Chapt.er A-lt, At:OJIic Energy Control
Act and ~e relevant regulation. are encl08ed a. you have
reque.ted. Should you require furt.her informat.ion coneeminq
t.his Act or requlation., I would 8u9ge.t t.hat. you 4ireot your
enquiry to Mre. 1f.8. Blackman, At.omic znergy Cont.rol Board,
Direct.orat.e of Liceneing, Safeguards and Nuclear Mat.eriale,
Lieeneinq Divi.ion, P.O. Box 1046, Ot.t."., KIP 589.

Sincerely yours,

JAMBS R. CHABOT
Minieter

Enol:

ERM!bq

c.c. Mr. M. de Bastiani, Denison Mines Ltd., Royal
Bank Plaza, P.o. Box 40, Toronto, MSJ 2K2 with
copy of L.I. 1621
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'MINfSTER Of MINES AND PETROLEUM RESOURCES

fu~

Box 244
Kamloops,
V2C 2E9
July 18, 1

PI

I:. & P.
A. D.

RECdRNArii~~~ltNTIFIC POLLUTION & ENVIRONMENTAL
CONTROL SOCIETY

. [FERREn TO DATE l·..·;~··_····
f"GTS --1-'--- .. J(- .:) -;:

;:"g_.~~=---..J--'-. 14·~kj!J.
.1. R. - _. '''-- .

nLE The Hon. James R. Chabot
------....~ohoIll~tl...a.1Bter of Mines and Petroleum Resources

Parliament Buildings
VICTORIA, British Columbia
V8V lX4

o Wish to discuss ~ep3re reply for my signature.

D For your information. 0 Prepare draft of reply.

o For necessary action. 0 Return to me.

o Send me copy of reply. 0 For your comments_

Dear Sir:
~'-'?7 I

« F 6 'c _. _~ ...'_, ....--.-_ .._....._ ..,' ......._,
This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of J~ 8, 1977
in response to my request for all information presently
available on the proposed uranium mine at Birch Island.

Your advice that the Prospectus and the preliminary environmental
impact study are available for review by the public at Fulton Field
Airport is a thoroughly unsatisfactory arrangement. Our plans require
the possession and retention for an extended period of time of these
documents and I would specifically request your personal assistance
in providing copies to SPEC at the above address within the next
few days. If this requires that you reproduce the documents then I would
ask that you do so because I believe you have a responsibility to
make them freely and conveniently available to citizens and their
representative organizations. I can assure you of a very high level
of public interest in this matter throughout this part of the
province.

In addition, at the same time will you please forward a copy of
the Atomic Energy Control Board Regulations concerning exploration,
development and production of uranium.

Thank you.

Yours truly,

Don Ellsay
President
Scientific Pollution &
Environmental Control Society

o CONTAINS RECl'CLED FIBRE
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§uly 27th 1971

Mr•• Donna Coleman,
Box 364,
CLEARWATER, B.C.
VOE INO

Dear Mrs. Coleaan I

Thank you for your I.ott.er of July
l7t.h 1977, expres.inq your ooncern for the pos8ible
••tabliahaent of • uranium mine at Birch Island by
Con.olidated Rexspar Minerals and Chemicals Ltd.

May I first point out. t.hat no deoision
haa been made by ei'ther t.he Federal or the Provincial
GoveJ:DJl8nt. t.o approve the establishment. of a urania
mine. In addition, no .ucb decision haa been made by t.he
company nor have either the Pederal or Provincial
Government received applications from the company 'to t.his
effect.. _/

'!'he project i. in the proposal 81:aq.
and require. a full evaluation and .s.es.ment before suob
approvals will be granted. A copy of a Newa aeleas. t.hat
I made jointly with my colleaque the Mini.ter of Environment,
the Honourable J.... Niel••n, on January 20th 1917, out.line.
the stringent requirement.s ~at must. be met by any uranium
development before the requisit.e permit.s and approvals can
be grant.ed. '1'0 date, the company ba. submitt.ed a Prospectus,
wbich i. • qeneral d••crip~ion of ~he proposed development
and, more recently, a preliminary environmental study of
the Biroh Island project:. Bo~h of these reports are
available tor public inspection and review at the Mini.try'.
offic•• , 2985 Airport: Drive in X..loops. In addition, copi••
of the reports have been s.nt t.o Mr. Robert: A Cochlan,
Chairman of ~. Clearwater Improvement: District:. You",
wish t.o contact Mr. Cochlan for review of the report.••

I mUBt reiterate that this project 1. in
the propo.al atag8 only and any timet.abl.. indicated in
.i~.r of the two reports previou.ly mentioned are to

•••• 2
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Mra. Doona Coleman

-2-

'uly 27th 1977

111u.~r.~. ~••~.p. nec•••ary, le.41nq to the ••tablishment
of t.he project. A8 part. of the review proce•• you will
note ~.~ the News Rele... mak.. provision for public
hearing Which will provide any concerned citlsens the
opport.unlty t.o make pr•••Dta~lon••

Sincerely yours,

JAMES R. CHABO'1'
Minist.er

Enel: \ \
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MINISTER OF MINES AND PETROLEUM RESOURca .

TO! £'1< V
INSTRUCTIONS

o Wish to discuss ~ Prepare reply for my s'an,tuft\.

o for fOU' inform~t;on. 0 Prepere draft fl' reply.

o for nec.essaryaction. 0 Retum to me.

o Send me copy of reply. 0 For your comm-ents.

DATE:
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w:ELpey'NG PeeASE REFER TO

FILE NO
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THE DEPARTMENT OF. "<,
rrUt.,:r:;:S Af!D PETROLEUf;;'i RESOURCES
101, 2985 Airport Drive, Kamloops, B. C.

July 26, 1977

Mr. W. N. O'Brien
Vice President
Consolidated Rexspar Minerals and

Chemicals Limited
20th Floor, 4 King Street West
Toronto, Ontario
M5A lC2

Dear Mr. O'Brien:

Re: Birch Island Uranium Property

Recently I inspected the above property, particularly
the BD, 'B and the A zone areas where exploration work was carried
out last fall.

I telephoned your office yesterday and was advised that
you will not be back until next week. I am interested to find
out who is your company's official representative in British Columbia
and to whom I should address my correspondence with regard to my re
cent inspection of your mineral property. Perhaps I shall call you
again next Tuesday or Wednesday (August 2 or 3).

In case you do not have
Regulation Act and Guidelines for
cOPl__ of each is encl

00 ~@[g nWg[ill
JUL ? 71977 ~6

., -_....... ~ .... ,r:' ..

DEPARTMENT OF MINES &
PETROLEUM RESOURCES

a current copy of the B. C. Mines
Coal and Mineral Exploration, a

Yours very truly,

/1 IJ ///1 /1

/2J //1/1, ~:~~
Mr. B. M. Dudas, P.Eng •
Inspector of Mines
and Resident Engineer

BMD:lc
Enclosures (2)
cc: E. R. Macgregor, Assistant Deputy Minister of Mines v-/

J. E. Merrett, Acting Chief Inspector of Mines

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA



INSTRUCTION

o Prepare draft of reply.

o For your approval.

~Your information.

,
t" i' .~..-'

..~.

DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND PETROLEUM\w!sOURCES
~

Date: ~ V~I 2~!77

From: 8, t- '- D...v {:J~

&0 fhHC6r2-6 .~-e...-'~To:

o For necessary action. o Return to me.

o Send me copy of reply. 0 Return to file.

D For your comments. 0 For signat",. IJ 'l.1J
o Wish to discuss.~ - ~ ~

REMARKS:

~E7:J-,v "/I4-E #n-~6?::J.

~t.<J ~

o (100)



MEMORANDUM

MINERAL RESOURCES BRANCH

\---- --,= r" p'!:'-'-~ THE DEPARTMENT OF ...
:':~,;.:":, ~: " ',._.'. MINES AND PETROLEUM RESOURCES

I ;,:: J r:.~' .~, '-~, :.: :',~,.~~'~; ~!=: ~ARLI\&.MENT BUILDINGS. VICTORIA. BRITISH COLUMBIA V8V 1X4

I ,..... ,., -,' ,,~\
• ',' I

I t 0.4' .... " :.

I j:r:(,,' ~, " I : " .' " •• ii '- -" , .....

1
---,..--------.-------

i :..,--11- --- -.','------.--l~

TO: Distribution - See attached list.

Hr. B.M. Dusi.P.,s, P.ElI['.

V·
WHEN REPLYING PLEASE REFE'P TO

FILE NO. ,"," _,. ",' :~:""'"

00 [g@H~DW~ lID!
JUl ? 7 1977 "

? ... -, I.' ' . " ", ","~B7
DEPARTMENT ,")F MINES &

PETROLEUM RESOURCES

RE: Preliminary Environmental Study of the Proposed Birch Island Project
Prepared by: Kilborn Engineering (B.C.) Ltd., and B.C. Research,
-dated March, 1977.

DATE: June 9, 1977.

Enclosed is a copy of the above mentioned report, which has been forwarded
to provincial government agencies listed in the attached distribution list. Six
copies of the report have been forwarded to the Atomic Energy Control Board in
Ottawa.

It is requested that each office review the report and forward their
comments to this office by July 15thi 1977 for review by the Uranium Mining
Steering Committee.

The proposed uranium mine must meet all the provincial requirements as
well as the regulations issued by the A.E.C.B. Prior to issuing a permit to
start construction, public meetings must be held to discuss the project as laid
down by the A.E.C.B.

To co-ordinate the provincial and federal agencies, a "Uranium Mining
Steering Committee" was appointed, consisting of the following members:

Ministry of Mines' and Petroleum Resources 
Ministry of Environment
Atomic Energy Control Board (Ottawa)

J.D. McDonald, P.Eng.
Dr. J. O'Riordan
A.B. Dory, P.Eng.

A copy of the report is on file in the Kamloops office of the Ministry
of Mines and Petroleum Resources and can be viewed by citizens or groups a't that
location. The office is located at 2985 Airport Drive, Kamloops, B.C., telephone
number 376-7201.

McDonald, P.Eng.,
Uranium Mining Steering Committee

JDM: jau
Encls.

copy: Dr. J.T. Fyles, B. Marr, A.B. Dory, J. O'Riordan, R. Getty.

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA
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THE DEPARTMENT OF . ."

MINES AND PETROLEUM RESOURCES.
PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS, VICTORIA, BRITISH COLUMBIA vav 1X4 ..:

MINERAL RESOURCES BRANCH

DISTRIBUTION LIST

Preliminary Environmental Study

of the

Proposed Birch Island Project

Prepared by:

KILBORN ENGINEERING (B.C.) LTD.

AND

B.C. RESEARCH

DATED MARCH 1977

WHEN REPLYING PLEASE REFER TO

FILE NO

MINES & PETROLEUM RESOURCES

ENVIRONMENT

FORESTRY
HIGHWAYS
RECREATION AND CONSERVATION

HEALTH
LAND COMMISSION
HUMAN RESOURCES
LABOUR
MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS
PUBLIC WORKS

Dr. J.T. Fy1es (Deputy Minister)
Dr. A. Sutherland-Brown (Chief Mineralological

Division)
~. Dudas

Dr. J. O'Riordan (Asst. Director, ELUC Secret-
ariat)

A.N. Boyde1l (R.A.U.)
F. Hodgson (P.C.B.)
T. Leach (Water Resources)
H. Bancroft
D. Readshaw, Director
B. Simonsen, Archaeological
J. Anderson, Fish and Wildlife
B. Rice, Parks Branch
Dr. H. Richards - Public Health
G. Runka - Director
R. Willems - Community Program Branch
J. Schuyff - Research & Planning
G. Harkness - Planning Services
D. Youngson - Programming Branch

CHAIRMAN - Regional Resource Management Committee - Mr. G. Springer
CHAIRMAN - Regional District -·Mr. W. Winters (Thomson-Nicola)
CLEARWATER IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT - Robert A. Cochlan (Chairman) ~

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA·



July 7, 1977,

Raverend Peter Rolston,
Mount Paul UnIted Church,
140 Laburnum Street,
Kamloops, B. c.

D9ar Peter:

Re. Denison Rexspar Property

MINISTRY OF M::~~ ~':

AND Pl/HOLlUM RESUUHCES
Yo;' .:: UGrs. fi (;.

Rec'd.. 11 ,,_ '1 ~) ;. ! l

T-----,------
I I
r r I

Thank you for your letter of June 24, 1977 and your expressIon of good
wishes. I would agree that the minIng Industry Is an Important one to the
Province of BrItIsh Columbia which Is meeting the challenge of extractIng
our mineral resources subject to envlronm9ntal safeguards we h~ve established
In the publIc Interest.

FOllowing my January 20th news release on the Rexspar Uranlum Property of
Canlson Mines at Birch Island, the company submItted a prospectus which out
lines In general t~rms their plan of development. Very recently the company
submItted theIr stage one report outlIning a prel tmlnary environmental Impact
study of the proposed mine. These are both fairly substantial reports and
therefore W9 have not undertaken to reproduce them, however, they are avaIlable
for revIew by the public at our offIces In Kamloops at 2985 Airport DrIve. I
would suggest that you contact Mr. DavId Smith, our District Inspector and
ResIdent Engineer at that office. Mr. Smith will be pleased to permit you to
examine these documents. In additIon, this offIce wIll have copIes of the
Atomic Energy Control Board Regulations concerning exploration, development
and production of uranIum which you may also wIsh to revIew. After having
perused these requirements, I think you will agree that very stringent conditions
must be satisfIed before the production of uranium will be permitted.

Thank you for your Invitation to vIsIt your ho~e. Perhaps I can take such
an opportunIty on one of my futuro visIts to Kamloops.

---~BCC. Mr. David Smith

Sincerely yours,

~~~r~/
James R. Chabot

'",I NIsrrn /~;;
L--'/ v/



bee: J. D. 1 onald
B. M. Dudas
~ f .~ THE DEPARTMENT OF

r.~u·~=~ At·~~ PC:TRO~EUr.r&R=:SOURCES

I

,<.. WHlcN Al'-LYlNu '-UAltl AHLH 10

"'L£ NO

101 - 2985 Airport Drive
Kamloops, B. C.
V2B 7W8
July 20, 1977

Mr. Gordon F.Gibson, M.L.A.
Leader of the Liberal Party

in British Columbia
Room 229
Legislative Buildings
Victoria, B. C.

Dear Sir:

Ai requested in your letter of. July 18, a copy of the
Preliminary Environmental Study of the Proposed Birch Island
Project will be sent to you as soon as possible.

I will also be s~nding further information on this subject,
which was prepared by the Atomic Energy Board and the uranium
mining industry.

Yours truly,

c ".
/,-':t~t 1 c{

DS:so

David Smith,
Inspector of
and Resident

f/ .- /'
,<1 0"\...·{./<..t\..

P.Eng.
Mines
Engineer

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA
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-:·~,Uranium minepla.n.,:.·.~~~~·f .,I

I".~~h.r-o~ded in sec~ecy,~~~~:97?
If lbe proPosed uranium ,Anderson •Jlaid the people question is why Birshlshmd Mines. ..,. facilities, .roads and sewage

mine at Birch Island is in the who will be affected by the would be chosen as a site for Anderson said the miners, disposal followed by a "long
interests of th~ people of i mine should be given "more a uranium mine' and technicians and other likilled depression". when the mine
British Columbia; why has the than enough" information processing plant at alIt He ~rsonnel at the uranium wears out and the workers
"pro~t t>een shrouded in about the project and its claims the dePosits are small . mine would not be Clearwater leave..The town Hwill be left
secrecy, tI ' asked'.; Ron' alternatives, including the in the area and would result in residents. Their presence will with expensive services
AndersOn, president of' the ."personal, social and en-' a mine life of no more than cause a short-liv,ed boom and without the J>eQple or tax'base
KamloopsNDP Constituency vironmental costs and five to seven year.s. "inflated 'land and house to support them," he said...
~ociationrecently.' I. benefits" of each method. He "There are much -larger prices with speculators as the . He added that B.C. has "no

Anderson' says J:ecent added they must, have the ones elsewhere in. B.C.," he main beneficiaries," he legislation" protecting the
statements by members of tb~' "right to panticipate" in the said. and added ijlat· it's predicted. .... safety ana- health of uranium
Thompson .Nicola. Regional decision which will affect- tile . possible the people-of this area '.Anderson foresees ·an. in.' .mine workers and "no/one can I

.District indicate that' the future development of their are being used as "guinea crease in taxes to cov$" guar.antee the safety of such
project "may have already community. pigs" by the provincial pressure on area schools, materials <highly toxic
been Riven apPf:()val.", .' Anderson said an important government and DenisQn' water supply, recreation -wastes) for years."

/ 1J1~~e!7~E
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More ,facts needed · Simmerling
By MARINA,DENEEF at stake for the residents of

(,1.EARWATER -~ . Karl' the area not to be well in
Simme,rling, Regional District ,formed.
repres~lltalive for the He staled firmly, to those
Clearwater area, stated present fit the meeting,that,he
Tuesday that although the did' not believe in. civil
fa~pr_~ted at the r~nt ijisobedieoce and w~uld not
~blic l;1leetmg on. the uramum become invQlved' or condone
mll~e ISSue were well ex- any such type of action.

, plamed, he felt that further :',-
meelings' must be held to He saId he had only s~arted

,discuss both sides of the t (» absorb the lengthy
issues. preliminary report on the

People 'mUst become in- pr(»~.sed mine JO which he
volved he said. as too much is received earlier.
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,
"TilE L9NGEST

MORTGAGE ever taken
out" is the way one op-'
ponent of the proposed

Clearwater uranium mine
expressed his opinion at a
recent meeting. of the

Yellowhead ' Ecological
Society. Advocates say the
Clearwater area will

benefit economically' but
adversaries. claim the
environment could be

damaged for thousands of
years and economic
benefits would be short·
lived.



FILE NO .. " ,: .

:::;:r~iTY i,:;i'JiSTEK OF i'
~, rETr;;j LEU ~.1 R;:;':;'~:~' -, ~ ..

~G PCEASe REFeR TO

'I () ,I :'j
.... -.-.~
-,~ U

lJ6.
1835 Fort Street,
Victoria, B.C. V8R
July 25, 1977.

MINERAL RESOURCES BRANCH

THE DEPARTMENT OF
rJlINES AND PETROLEUM RESOURCES
PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS, VICTORIA, BRITISH COLUMBIA vav 1X4

t.c.~

.'

~~(I1(.)'N'

~,,~ - ~EII

Mr. M. de Bas~ia.!1j.J- _
Denison Geel Limited,
Royal Bank Plaza,
P.O. Box 40,
TORONTO, Ontario.
M5J 2K2.

.
.~

-~-r:~~n I T" I r~-;' /".'. ~':~L:-.J__':'_"_ _. _
_' I I

_, I;,

_.-+-_._-----;'"_._-_._-~"---

Dear Sir:

Re: Birch Island Project '- ~ciDsolidated Rexspar
Minerals and Chemicals Limited.-

We are in receipt of comments from some of the Government agencies
which are attached for your perusal. I have not summarized these to take out
:what might be considered irrelevant, I trust that we can review these at a
later date.

It would be very desirable to meet with the officials of Consolidated
Rexspar Minerals and Chemicals Limited at an early date. I would suggest that
we tentatively set a date of uesda u u ' 0 ~ in this
office, at the above-noted ad ress. resent at the meeting would be your company
representatives and consultants with the government agencies being represented by
the Uranium Mining Steering Committee, myself, Dr. J. O"Riordan of the Ministry
of Environment, Mr. A. Dory of the Atomic Energy Control Board, Ottawa, a
representative of the Pollution Control Board and our Deputy Minister. At the
meeting the concerns expressed by the government agencies would be reviewed and
discussed, the program and schedule proposed by Consolidated Rexspar and the time
and date a~d procedure of a public meeting which we believe should be held in
September 1977.

If there are any questidns or changes in meeting dates, please advise
this office at an early opportunity. If we receive further comments from govern
ment agencies, these will be forwarded on to you on receipt.

JDM: jau

copy: Mr. B.
Deputy
Mr. A.

, Yours very truly~ ()

'Q.~~
~J. D. McDonald, P.Eng.,k Chairman,

~ Uranium Mining Steering Committee.

Marr, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Environmen~,~J.T. Fyles,
Minister, Ministry of Mines and Petroleum Resources, Dr. J. O'Riordan,
B. Dory, Mr. J.E. Merrett, Mr. B. Dudas.

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA



o MEMORANDUM
Ii

FROM THE

TO E.t SadarD. Smi th........... .1 ..•..................... , .......•.......... -....

.......J., 'rhQm~Q.TI .
DEPARTMENT OF MINES

AND PETROLEUM RESOURCES

Kamloo~s J 1 20 77
~?C B.C., JJ.. .Y............••...••, 19 .

WHEN REPLYING PLEASE REFER

TO FILE No••••...••••••.••......••........•..

Re: Acts and Regulations on Uranium Mining

I have assembled various information on Acts and regulations
concerning uranium mining and radiation hazards in Canada.
The booklet is being kept with the preliminary study on Birch
Island with our secretaries. A copy of the index on the
above is attached and if you have any additions, please let
me know.

6.(h· 11~~-J
B. M. Dudas

BMD:so
Enclosure
cc: E. Macgregor /'

J. E. Merrett
J. D. McDonald

~~e£,L~~ a--I~ ;;Ibr.
P.O. ~ lof6

~~
I~ l1~f ;..K'2--

•

}./~ 0'~

·tv1·h&~

v. p. (tNt) 1hS- /91/

14 tbS' 2f/JS"



INDEX TO CANADIAN ACTS AND REGULATIONS

ON URANIUM MINING AND RADIATION HAZARDS

1. Atomic Energy Control Act: Atomic Energy Control Regulations
SOR/74-334, 4 June 1974.

2. Chapter A-19, Atomic Energy Control Act, R. S., c. 11, s. 1.

3. Atomic Energy Control Act: Atomic Energy Control Board Orders.

4. Chapter 29, Nuclear Liability Act (1969-70, c. 67). ,

5. AECB, Licensing Guide No. 31: Guide to The Licensing of Uranium
and Thorium Mine-Mill Facilities, August 27, 1976.

6. AECB-ll06, Atomic Control Board and the Uranium Mining Industry,
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Exploration and Mining, 16 November 1976



•
DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND PETROLE~ESOURCES

o For your approval.

~ your information.

o For necessary action.

o Send me copy of reply.

o For your comments.

o Prepare reply for my signature.

o Prepare draft of reply.

o Return to me.

o Return to file.

o For signature.

o Wish to discuss.

REMARKS:



I

bcc: J. D. McDonald
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101 - 2985 Airport Drive
Kamloops, B. C.
V2B 7W8
July 20, 1977

Mr. Gordon F. Gibson, M.L.A.
Leader of the Liberal Party

in British Columbia
Room 229
Legislative Buildings
Victoria, B. C.

Dear Sir:

As requested in your letter of July 18, a copy of the
Preliminary Environmental Study of the Proposed Birch Island
Project will be sent to you as soon as possible.

I will also be sending further information on this subject,
which was prepared by the Atomic Energy Board and the uranium
mining industry.

Yours truly,

DS:so

( ..
/,-'jCiA. 1 (:{

1'- ,/
,<1 vr,--<..>tt"

P. Eng•.
Mines
Engineer

David Smith,
Inspector of
and Resident

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA
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Mine will leave a
million··yeq.r,,·.~~g·acy'·1

By MARINA DENEEF generations?, about one ~an'~~stand againSt' the question e,Do we have the
, CLEARWATER, - About Contrary to earlier in- the installation of a nuclear right to jeopardize the'lives of
100 people attended an in- formation, he stated there is water plant in C9nnectieut. all future generations?~'

formational meeting spon- no . safe level of radiation. Reimar Kroecher,. a Dorothy RosenbJ,lrg covered
soi'ed' by the Yellowhead Standards· set 16 years ago professor of economics, the way' different areas are
Ecological Association have now been cut by one- discussed the economics of the attem'pUng to force the'
Saturday afternoon. Although fourth. . proposed mine. He suggested ,'government to launch a full
the. meeting was called to Radon 'radiation wiD last that the miners employed'~'< inquiry lnto the effects of
discuss the pros and cons of 6400 years and· thorium. the mine wiD not be.)ocaLuraniUIQ .,mining. ~he stated
the -proposed tiranium mine at radiation will affect children's people but unionized. miners ' that" oUf"loctll names,
Birch Island, the speakers and young adylts' internal from other parts of Canada. Clearwater and Birch Island,

I were definately one sided. organs and I cause serious About two-thir<k of the' 80 spoke of a natural en-.
'The meeting was moderated· gen~tic defects, 'Smi~ said. people employed by the mine vironment which will be

by Ross Smith, personnel Ontario already ~s four will not be from this area, he forever lost if the mine goes
manager of the Weyerhaeuser radioactive' water .s~tems said. The presence of 4 ahead.
mill at Vavenby. Guest includingtheSerpentineRiver uranium mine would cause a The YEA group is spon-
speakers were Dr. Peter he added. strong declinj! in the tourist soring a petition to be sent to
Walford, Reimar Kroecher industry, Kroecher felt. He the provincial government
and Dorothy Rosenbur~. Dr. Walford stated there 'stated the, government and requesting a full judicial

, '. had been over-use of X-Rays industry argues the mine wiD inquiry, with public .. par-
Dr. Walford gave a .short in·medicine and he personally create jobs, help balance' the ticipation,' into the proposed '

resume of the ~~a~py hiStory had cut the use of X-rays by payments for export and development of the Birch
of uranium mmmg 10 Canada one-tenth in his practice. create needed energy. Island uraniu~ mine and
and the U.S. He challenged the He said the use of nuclear However, he pointed out in . uranium mines' in B.C. in
resi.dents of Cl~.~~ter ~n energy is the longest mor- 1973 we were told Canadians 'general. .
'their .respon~lblhh.es ~n tgage ever taken,a liability would never run out of natural They request a moratorium
supportmg a mme which Will against all future generations gas and we had enough to sell be placed on the development
last only about 2.5 years and of man. at a low cost for export. We of the Birch Island mine until
will give off radialion. for a Dr. Walford's address. was. are now I~ked into long term ah inquiry is held and the
mUlion years. Is thiS the 'followed by a short question contracts. In 1976, a complete report released to the public.
legacy we will leave for future and answer period and a film' reversal of this line of thought

------- -~--- ~ ~~:~~::~.d;~fi~::~ \1- "-'·-·'.---"--1
; to last until 1982 and natural '.
:~ , gas to 1985.
i~ The economi~' of nuclear ,
'i power are temble he said.
:: The loss on one reactor sold to
'J . Argentina' was, $18() million.
- 'This amounts to. $9. . for

every Canadian. Kroecher
stated we pay for atomic
energy three times, through
our utilities, through taxes
and through the cost of con-
taining the nuclear wastes. He
suggested that no matter how
we look at the problem, locally
or broader, the economics
don't add up. There is no in-
surance company in the world

, which will insure against
a nuclear accident.

He closed his remarks with

"
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study
very Qbjective. "There is no whltewash1q
and It's very factual," he said.

SimmerUng said some people dOn't reaJlze
there will be a drastic affect on everything
going on in the vicinity. He criticized the
government for being too "secretive. II

He stressed the overalJ need for I*V.' .",
'be informed. "Public meetings. ~ J

necessity. II He added that the starting date
for the mine is May 1978 which was indicated
in the document. '

Trustees of the Improvement Distict fear
the mine will have a serious impact on their·
community.

At a meeting that was held 'l11unday,
truJteea indicated the operation of the m'
would seriously affect the community II an
~ble security precautions aren't abided

y. i • '

"We see no definite impact in 1'elard to
work for the area and U won't help the
community that much," a statement released
indicates.

-J

18/7~ .

IIllne
of having a uranium 'mine." ~'world
market makes. it an economic reality," he
said.

Isert explained in the long term there are
. no economics involved for Clearwater people.

'IThe people promoting the mine are in •
position to make money," he aaid. About 60 to
80 jobs will be available. .

Isert predic\S that Clearwater will have a
stigma Ilttached to it if the mine goes ·through
and will destroy the tourist Industry. '..The
mine will depress the whole area," hJ said.

Simmerling described governments
across the country as being sensitive to the
possible dangers connected with uranium. He
obtained a copy of the feasibutty study
prepared by Kilborn Engineering Ltd., and
B.C. Research of Vancouver. The report was
commissioned by'the provincial government.
DOCUMENT

He said the report mentions a second J

doc\1ment dated May urn to be released, He
described the preliminary study as being

~

.' _ __ ... UC~jU~ ttl go to court.

!.

Pet~!J,;~~~t~~:~,i~ru,;iitifuril.
. .' '. "': "',"'. "~t~ '~~""~~ ··'1~.1 b...·;"t l .J .', ' .. '.'.' '. .

By BEVERUY D.u.lON.~1{;~4~1:'j~l§{."meat..~ tndlyldualt with the .trongeet
Seat_I Staff*,rtter .,::-.:. I"V,'~;' aafeguaJtds. agaJp,l alt>' huards, according to \

CLEAJlWATEft·'Onrl00peaple......,,:~-...·"'tb.·director.· ~;. , . '
a peotion reqQeStial tm.. provincIAl 10\''' .. ,,~: ,Levern. 'I••rt, ~ chairman of the
mentbold a fulfpubJj~ inqIUry' lDto.,tbe. " .... V.Uo\yhead. Ecological Association
propoeed Birdl~urani~. ~~. :;'i;.. J;~~ :~ :Kamloopfehapter I laid, urIbe trouble is they
, ~ petitioll aJIQ.~'fw;M' loqQlJ7·t8tt,t:" .....dod$Julow the limits 01 the problems that can
aU aspects. of uranium milling. ia C.nida...... '::J UitWf'ted with radioactive material."

. At a .. ..una .Mld:·hete"'lat~;t~ 9.~IJ.IW,..ld the people are. expected to have a
Tbomp8OQ~~. RelionaJ Qiltriet dirtetQl~! '. l'~tpn mine in tNtir district and on the
~rl Simlnerlln&'".~icfth.eM i'l'O.~=,1sJ~,t~,0, ';~.',j.ide they· ref.. use to give people a ~al
an D.C. coneernJQ&.~ '1("1".".', .~~~..,; "'~. THy'm. what i8 soing on.
safe . ';'If'tbey don't h., Wi~' .• 1i";'~'PaOTECTUS' ' I, ' •1.= \tlt IIlinecoWctbe,,~I.~- '~r.:"..rl }' Isert lAid all mi~ could't continue to

He believes the govemmellt Ihould '. ..' t' te if they had to ..ume full respon·
inquiry. or a ,moratori"m.t'''ll~ .. ' ...•~ .J . '=y for insurance. He added that if there
responsible to find out What.~":''I:,",~', ~ it • problem the government is supposed to

Simmerlinl sa14 ''}II! ... tOld ...... ,.. t' " ,I 'protect us." ''The trouble is its been 8 hands
inaura~ compa",' wlll· ,tKmoro.\cJat;#J\ "off poli<;l' linc~ uranium mining came to
related .to an)' a~entoConceme4. wi. Canada' be laid. .' . ,
uranium minaftl ~r rad.oaCUvit.)'i~:... . ,Another .area of concern is the lack of
described this as being HQIlfalr."· .. " . Information made flvailable to the public.

Il's the purpose and duty of the g()vem- , "Some people don't realize the ramifications
~

y

(
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INSTRucnON

o Wish to discuss.

o For your approval.

~ your information.

o For necessary action.

o Send me copy of reply.

o For your comments.

o Prepare. reply for my signature.

o Prepare draft of reply.

o Return to me.

o Return to file.

o For signature.

o (tOO)
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r\110 P£1HOUJIM RESOUHC~S
~k:\i\tHlrS. n.c.

\
~ ~c'd. i. U~ ", r. -,(\"1 "/h;J ~ ...:

\---L \t=LJ'--- ----
J.D.MacDonald,
C~airman, Uranium Mining Steering Committee,
Deoartment of Mines and Petroleum Resources,
1835 Fort Street,
VICTOR~IA, B.C.
V8R IJ6

346 Oak
Kamloop
V23 IK8
July 22,

oorn@~~w~[IDJ
~.UG·1 1977

RcQi~~RT'~E~T o~ ~I~E~"-i tM5
~~~~lEUM RESOURCE,S

1977

Re: Preliminary Environmental Study of the
Proposed Bircr Island Proj~t

Dear Sir:

A number of concernec persons rave asked me to ~ite

to you on treir beralf because we are expQrienclng difficulty
obtaininp. a copy of the ahove report for stuny.

Since tre document is lengthy anc we are anxious to
ohtain an intelligent assessment of tre problems identified
in tpe renort we feel that the casual perusal available to us
at tre Cffice of tre Inspector of Mines in srort sessions
is unsatisfactory. Tpe co~y sent to tr.e Regional District
is not rea~ily available to tre general public anrl otrer
copies are in equally inaccessible offices.

I

'"Woule you please send our ~roup a copy at your earliest
convenience.

Would you please advise me as to where and vhen the public
hearin~s ~ill be held. Also w~at the terms of reference are.
Can anyone sneak or are "expert " o?inions requirec'? Is
there a place for tl'e laynan? ~·rust briefs be filed in advance
and if so to wrom stoule ttey be sent.

Are there any funds available for groups suet as ours
to obtain the expertise we require to researcr our concerns?

Respectfully"
~~.l.~~
Hn rga t4?t E. C1:pman
A~ .~c Co~rnitt~e to Stu~y the
Pro?oserl Uraniu"'l ~~ine at 3ircr
Islanc..

cc. ron. YJ. 3ennnett, PreTTlier
ton. T{afe ~1air, ~<inister of Constriler J\ffairs
3.>!. Ducias, Ins~ector of ~"Hn(?s, Kar,loo:,s
fan. Dave Rarrett v"
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report ~Nhich kf'?fl1ifim- an pG:'i;~ihk: prob
lems nnd indicate hrnv these pr'Jhknl'5 cnn
be mitigated," said Fy1es.

"Th(it stag~ one l'eport will hr:.· revie\vej
by a government steering committee

. which consists of representatives of the
mines ministry, the env;runmcnt and land
use secretariat and the Aton~ic Energy
Control BOClrd. At the same time. all inter,·
estHI government agencies wiU he giv,~n

the comp::tny's report and win mL:.ke com·
m~nts on it for the steering ccmmittEe. fP

But, said thE' deputy minist\'r, the go-,,·
ernment has not yet receive1 this stage
one t€port and has no idea when it will be
delivered.

"But we've had a shower of l~tter<; from
people who are upset ~hmlt tbe min~ and
·we've se:nt copies of them to ihe comp<1~

ny," he said.
"Actually, this will be on very 5mall open

pit mine with a Ihnitcd life and mining
conditions won't be bard to contrryI. Vic
will be very SCVt?;'e with Olli rt·sirlc{ioli.s
be~~ause we don't want to go down the
~ame route as this company went in Ontar~

io."
The deputy minister was appar~ntly

referring to uranium mining at EI1ict
u:ke, Ont., whc-re Denison is Dne of the
companies in'!;ol vL'd.

A recent royal commission rfT'{)I't: fonnd
that B1 uranium rr;int~rs had di,~d of lung
canC2r by the end of 1974 and the United
Ste;~hvorkHs of America claim that at
least 10 more lwve di~d ~inee then.

Smea, a cnmponPllt in the c1u;,t ht,""Jde all
mines, has always been cO!lsidcfC·d the
mi~er's enemy. A.t ELliot Lake, the ore
bodies hav·e sor~e d the hid;est ;;jlk,i um
t~nt (if £ny mines in Ontar;'j,

Opposition to the prDpo[.;cd m·ar.il1m
mine at Clearwater is being co~)rdinat£d

by the Yellowhead Ecolcgical Association,
which has chapters in both Gleanv8 ter 3 ~ld

Kamloops.
"The mine is our main CCuCftn .at the

.moment," associatinll spok<:.sma:1 Colleen
Foster of Clearwater told The Vancouver
Sun on Thursday.
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aDd pn)\";nci~1J gercrmnent$ for rnn''ti;':,J::t~

(~rn B.C.
A ~oVernmeJlt ?r.noUHcemer:t on this

project has been expected f0r ~evcral

montJls.
Parm~lec tOld The Vancouv!1!r Sun he

hc:s "reason to bt.:'lieve" negoti~tio!1s be~

hvcen OUawa. [md Victoria are "pMt0ed
iog well and OtUcNa. is taking the 'whole
thing ve:';' SEriously. tt

He said Denison will lv~ int:re5tcd in
developing its JlOrt!lQ::lstC'rn B.C. coal only
if the fuleral govc,rnmtut 8grees ro prty
sbout 50 p,~r t(>nt of the costs of ::he infr1s
tructurc - r3il,,;ays, 1"o::ds and townsite!
- nt"ede·d for the project

g'The B.C. g("'\"cnlrm~nt can't fin::mce l~-if:

project all by itself h-~cam,c the socialist
government you had didn't leave the r.~w

government vdth any mone)' foi. projects
111:c tbis," s9.id Pumt'1f'i".

He faW DenL;(,n must ar~o bl') mr{: of its
. market~ in Japan before goin;;; th\';ud with
coal mining in n.c. ~nd th~ (:(;ml):<r:,y is
still having dif~CU;3$ions with the Japanese
steel industry.

"The money lor th~ infrastrll::.:ure and
the long-term fOi1traclS with Ja.pnn 
everything de;;~';,ds on th052 'tv;.) thir.g5,"
he snid. wThc enrJkst time W~ C~1";i e~ect

these ilDs.....ers i:i this ian, but 19';8 is :morro
likely.H

"'lhf're iz; a lot of loea! concern ~bout

this.;1i H~, bt~t we h3\'f-'n't tk:c~ded on our
futu' c tactics y€'t," said FostC:f, "We
unde;'stnrd the company has to apply for
rc-zc'lirg o[ its property here, apply to the
po!lU':!jrl cnntrd branch for a permii and
hold pt!!:'lic mcet)r:gs. Also, the Atomic
En.::,:y COi,trf;l Board wiH have to hold
rnee1__ n.rs,

"S:',IHiJ .;:lH thh: happens, we \vi!1 be
gath~'rIJlg lnfotm3(jon and irU'orming peo
pk' ::;';;:)i.t t.he prc.bet."

A !;()~'('rl1ment s tnte;ncnt earlier this
ye~~r svid the Ht!xspnr dcpo~;It.h2i3 been
know 1 hI' m::my y€~(rs <!nd cOl,t;:<iD::; it vari
ety (;" vll!J.;;bie rnincrnh. in addition to tbe
nr"ni j~n. A f('serve of 1.22 million tons is
ir,die: ted ~\nd the comp:my says that OpCl'
~ting at ., ~apa{'ity (If Tin to tOO!) ton:\ of
GfC t< tLc mill a d)y V;()~.lld k~~p the mine
oj)cr::tien:.l1 fer five to rdr,e years.

Dc;;is:m is also.:· one of th~ compJ111€s in~

voIHd in the multi-mIllion dollar coal
dcvel;}pment ':lndcr study by the iederal

\'/h'n WI" l~)(,:f.:td nt ElE'rt L::1).:{' ;",!-,d olher
l!frL!~.i~_ti~·t ;~~dn(~s ~~'e J~,}~Jnd the:~ h:1d tt;.rrible
n.'COL:~ lDr ,wJ;ligcnec in coutI'OUj;l;~ poIlu·
Hem."

She ~,;."ld the os~ociation he!d a public
info1'1'1;'lion me~ting about uran.ium mines
.aboai. a 'v{~f:k ago and I'U p~(}pie attended.

f;I
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B,· MOIRA FARROW
PJannjng ~is continuing for a uranium

mine and miJ) near Clearwater, but the
milling company behind the development
is Dot anxious to talg.

And opposition to the mine is grov"ing in
the B.C. Interior.

The project, which would be the first
uranium mine in B.C., has been proposed'
by Consolidated Rexspar Minerals and
Chemicals Ltd., oi which Denison Mines'
Ltd. of Toronto is the major shareholder.

The company submitted a prospectus to
the prcrdncial government last NO\'cmber'
for 8. mine at Birch Isbn:} about eight
miles north of Clearwater.

The mine w(lvJd employ about 80 people
~"1d produce l,fr\')() tons of ore a day.

Representatives of Denison, tile provin
cial gon:'rnment and the federal Atomic
Energy Control Board met in January to
dis{~uss the project.

But when Denison public relations Qffi
eer C.D. Parmelee wa3 asked Thursday
aoout the progress of the project, he said
aU am'.OU:1cements mU5t come from the
B.C. government.

I4Th~re was a big furore from all the do
gooders in B.C. when' news of the Tnine
first came out," he. said. "Tills is such a
sensitive subject that the government ha~
said it wants to make all announcements."

But Parmelee said the company is con
tinvJngwHh its tec'hxcal, metallurgic::-!l
and economic research on the project lIin
the hopes t.~at we can tIj' to push it
aah~ad."

Added Pannele€: "We're hopeful that
we can bring Consolidated Rexsp~ to B.C.
one day."

Deput:v mines mi!lis~tl' Dr. J.T. f)les
laid in Vicf.oria <>u Th~r~t1ay tha.t be was
surprised at Denison's attitude because
the company wns supposed to be in charge
of public rE'lations for the project.

He said the government. bas heard noth·
i'1g from D;,:nison sinc~ receiving the pro
s;"edu~ on the mine.

"The prospectus was approved and now
the ~mpany has to prepare a stage one

O· e.-
1~·. ." A~~ .. "'?'~J'if . 1"""",;"'~.";!! '\"~ '+;i~ ~ ~1 r~ '0: if ,
"i~i~·~~v'IIIi1~ IIi
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July 7, 1977,

Reverend Peter Rolston,
Mount Paul United Church,
140 Laburnum Street,
Kamloops, B. C.

Dear Peter:

Ra. Den I son Rexspar Property

Thank you for your letter of June 24, 1977 end your expression of good
wishes. I would agree that the mInIng Industry Is an Important one to the
P~vlnc8 of British Columbia which II meeting the challenge of extracting
our minerai nbSources subject to envIronmental safeguards W8 have established
In the public Interest.

Following my January 20th news release on the Rexsper Uranium Property of
DenIson MInes at Birch Islend, the company submItted a prospectus whIch out
lines In general terms their plan of development. Very recently the company
submitted their stege one report outlining a preliminary environmental Impact
study of the proposed mine. These are both fairly substantial reports and
therefore we have not undertaken to reproduce them, however, they are available
for review by the public at our offIces In Kamloops at 2985 Airport DrIve. I
would suggest that you contact Mr. DavId SMith, our District Inspector and
Resident EngIneer at that offIce. Mr. SMith will be pteased to permit you to
examine these documents. In additIon, this office will have copies of the
Atomic Energy Control Board Regulations concerning exploration, development
and production of uranIum which you may also wish to review. After having
perused these requirements, I think you will agree that very stringent conditions
Must be satIsfied before the productIon of uranium will be permitted.

Thank you for your Invitation to visit your home. Perhaps I can take such
an opportunity on one of my future visIts to Kamloops.

Sincerely yours,

Ja.. R. Chabot
MINISTER

BCC. Mr. David Smith
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Mount Paul UnIted Church
140 Laburnum Street
Kamloops, B. C.
June 24 1977
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Re: Denison Rexsear proeerty(tkA~ ~~,~)

The Honourable Jim Chabot,
Mlnlster of Mines, .
Parliament BuildIngs,
VICTOR IA, B. C.

;~EC'D UJ!t!! ... (, ~71-J(l, {)'-)
L. I~) p 1/, 0 ':w

Dear Jim:

GreetIngs! I hope you are enjoyIng your term as Minister
of Mines. It is an important industry and I hope that there will be
discoverIes and greater production" as long as It doesn1t seriously
damage the environment and also mean selling off a non-renewable resource
at too low a return to the people of B. C.

~-€Y)I7\l J
Would you kindly send thIs Church upwdated Information from~your

January 20th News Release on the Rexspar Uranium Property tf Denison MJnes
that might be developing. United Church has made several publlc comments
over the last couple of decades on uranium mining and I ~~Q.$e.~o.ne",",oL,..,...-"
its more recent issues which I think Is well researched and authoratitive.

In that I have had no answer from Denlson1s OffIces in Calgary
I wondered jf I could get a copy from your offices of the prospectus and
prel imlnary Impact statement by Denison.

j,;(J./

Ii /,(~.. ,I' t('"'

I'//n,

Our anxIety here is not so much the mine but the safety control
and very real potential hazards for handling of radioactive materials and
the byproducts such as radon gas andc.others !atl'lng leaching from the
tailIng pon~s eventually over to the North Thompson River and hence Into
our water system. The people of the North Thompson don1t want anything
approachIng the dIsaster of Elliot Lake in Ontarl01 v

.,lq\ 4,rQ71.
.. ",',",', 31¥

ot,"~!Rl~:~~;:;f ,~;f ,~,r,:e;$i
"ttt~'t\j~ ~lt~QVJR~~
~-::::=.=",==..o::'~:.~;::::::::

~~'~eter ~ton
MI n.J

This Rexspar property seems small and margJnal with a very br
life and hardly worth Denison1s heavy development costs.

p.S.

I send this with best personal regards ft come and visit us
sometime. We have a nice house near the Kamloops airport.
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CONSOLIDATED REXSPAR
.- MINERALS & CHEMICALS LIMITED

20TH FLOOR

4 KING STREET WEST

TORONTO. ONTARIO

M5H 1C2

(416) 363.4991

A7.7.l.2.7.

June 8, 1976.
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Dr. James T. Fyles
Deputy Minister
Department of Mines

Resources
Parliament Buildings
VICTORIA, B.C.
V8V lX4.

~p

Dear Dr. Fyles,
HLE

As you know, Consolidated Rexspar holds uranium
and fluorspar properties near Birch Island and has undertaken
extensive exploration work on the properties over the years.
The depressed price of uranium in the 1960's and early 1970's
made it uneconomic to undertake development of the uranium
deposits; however improvement in uranium prices and a strong,
continuing demand confirm that further detailed evaluation of
the Rexspar properties is timely and desirable.

Our 1975 Annual Report, recently issued, and an
Information Circular to shareholders concerning rights to
purchase additional Rexspar shares are enclosed. The
Information Circular describes the properties, recent work by
consultants, and known uranium reserves.

We are most anxious to keep your department informed
of the extent and type of work we propose to undertake this year
and, of course, will want to meet with your officials concerning
British Columbia requirements on various aspects affecting
development of the properties. A production decision will be
dependent on the detailed evaluation this year and the arrangement
of suitable financing.

In our recent telephone conversation I advised you that
Kilborn Engineering, B.C., of Vancouver and A.H. Ross & Associates
(metallurgists) are consultants for Rexspar in the studies. Your
advice as to the officials in Victoria with whom initial discussions
should be arranged is much appreciated. Also the district office
of your department in Kamloops will be contacted very soon by
Kilborn Engineering concerning activities planned on the properties
this year.

Cont'd ..••
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Page. •• 2

I will look forward to meeting with you and your
associates in the near future and will be writing to you to
propose a date in July for the meeting.

Your advice on appropriate initial procedures in
this matter is much appreciated.

Yours very truly,

CONSOLIDATED REXSPAR
Minerals & Chemicals Limited

Noel O'Brien
Vice President

NOB/jp
Encl: (2)



The Annual Report of Consolidated
issued, describes to shareholders the present
studies being undertaken on Rexspar's mineral
British Columbia.

y

CONSOLIDATED REXSPAR
MINERALS & CHEMICALS LIMITED

Dr. J. T. Fyles
Deputy Minister
Dept. of Mines & Petroleum Resources
Parliament Bldgs,
VICTORIA,
British Columbia,
V8V lX4

Dear Dr. Fyles,

Several copies are enclosed for
and additional copies are available.

NEW ADDRESS

P.O. BOX 40
ROYAL BANK PLAZA

TORONTO,ONTARIO, CANADA
M5J 2K2

June 17, 1977

Rexspar, recently
status of the
properties in

l
your referenc~

Kind regards.

NOB/jp
Encl: (3)

r~:-:--------i DEPUTY MINISTER OF MI~~S
, &PETROLEUM RESOURCES

c:EC'D ,..1 i.!N ,.~ __ '77 1410
E

. _rF_~.R~ED TO DATE _I_~!::--;;-
i~GTS

D. M. /-----
-r--r--__. I_ ..•. _

k D. P.
,;. R. -,---r---+----....

:~. & P.
A. D.

Yours very truly,

CONSOLIDATED REXSPAR
MINERALS & CHEMICALS LIMITED

...

;1b~f 0>fJ? t 'h,
Noel O'Brien
Vice-President.

cc: M. J. de Bastiani
R. Getty. FILE 4f
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Dr. P.~.r walford,
••••arch Con.ult&n~,

P.o. Box 34307,
2101 W. 4th Avenue,
VANCOOVEft, B.C.
V'X 'lN6

",-."

June 7t.h 1971

U,)

Dear Dr. Walford:

Th~lk you for your letter of '~y 27~h

requesting intormation reqardinq ~he developmen~ of ~he

Rex.par property near Birch Island.

The ql1e.~ion. you list can be answered beat.
by the developer - Consolidated Rexspar Minerals and
Chemical. Ltd. As with other siqnifieant mine '~Gvelopm.ent.8,

we are requiring the oOOlpany ,to follow .. 8~a.ged approval
process. A Prospectus ... the first par!t of f this process - w••
submitt.ed last November and a Stage I report has very recently
been reoeived. The repor~ will require review and consultation
between the company and interested C~vernment Ministries
before being made available to t.he public. This process titay

take. few weeks, .f~.r which time the report may be read
in the offices of the Inspection and Enqlneer1nq Division of
my Minist.ry at. 1837 'Port Street in Victoria, or at. the attic.
of that. Division At Fulton Field, 2985 Airport Drive, in
Kamloopa.

5taqe I reports normally oontain answers to all
the quest.ions contalned in your let.t.er and should provide
complet.e background informat,ion on the Rex.par development..

Yours .incerely,

JAMBS R. CHABOf
Mlnlat.er

JTP:bq

L.I. 1298 refers ~ /

Corr.sp. to E. '-r ·



"i : DEieART~ENT OF MINES ANDD::R:~SOURCES

.
From:

To:

INSTRUCTIONS

D For your approval.

D For your information.

D For necessary action.

D Send me copy of reply.

D For your comments.

~prepare reply for my signature.

D Prepare draft of reply.

o Return to me.

o Return to file.

o For signature.

o Wish to discuss.

REMARKS:

15M (100)-675-8293 (4)
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CREENPEACE
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Hon~ James Chabot.

Minister of Mines and petroleum

Victoria,B.C.

PARL\AMENT BU\LO\NGS
V\CTOR\A, B.C.

• \'.1\ N\51 ER'S
RECeIVED

JUN 1 '\971

Dear Mr. Chabot:
FILE ..J

The Greenpeace Founaation has been requested

by the yellowhead Ecological society,of Clearwater,B.C ,

to assist in obtaining informati&~ on the RroQoseu Birc~,

Island uranium mine.

--C---',"Je would like to obtain as much informa tion

as possible,however,specific areas of concern are as follows~

a) What is the ore content of non-marketable substances,such

as thorium,arsenic,anu so on.?

b) How will the ore be reuuceu in milling,anu specificly will

large quanti ties of water' be requireu for tlle lubricution

of crusher mi~ls or other refining proceoses?

c) What are the company's plans for tailings management both

during ana subsequent to the mine's operation?

d) What are the company's plans or alternativ~ plans aesigneu

to limit hazarus to the environment ana present ana

future populace?

~e unuerstand that Denison Mines Limited

has submi tted a preliminar'y report on the proposeu uevelop

-ment of the Rexspar property,and if possible we would

like to obt,.in a copy of this document or as full an excerpt

as POSo i ble. Your ear ly reply '.ol iII be a~) )reci~,ted.

\<"

v
Rese~rch cons~ltant

P.O. Box 34307 • 2108 W. 4th Ave. VANCOUVER B.C. V6K 1N6 Ph. 738·7134
A Non-Profit Organization Incorporated Under The B.C. Societies Act



June I, 1977,

Mr. Ken Rivkin,
771 West 23rd Avenue,
Vancouver, B. C.

Deer Mr. Rivkin:

Thank you for your recent letter outlining your concerns ebout
the proposed uranium mine at Birch Island. Unfortunately, you are
apparently not aware of a recent statement that I made Jointly with
the Honourable J. A. Nielsen, Minister of the Environment, which
addresses the Issues you have raised. I enclose 8 copy of this
statement for your Infonmetlon.

To date, the developer of the Rex.par property at Birch Island,
Denison Mines LImited, has submitted a prospectus outlIning the general
nature of the proposed project, which Is summarized In the fourth
paragraph of the News Release. You wIll also note Denison MInes
LimIted now holds an exploratIon permIt, Issued by the Atomic Energy
Control Board. However, the developer has not submitted a first stage
report nor has applicatIon for a PollutIon Control PermIt been sought.
Before production may begin, a staged approval process must be completed,
end public hearings and Infonmatlon meetings will be conducted prior to
the grantIng of Pollution Control and AECB permits. I am sure these
stringent requirements wIlt provide the necessary safeguards to protect
the public, mine workers and the environment.

Yours sincerely,

James R. Chabot
MINISTER

ERM/ph
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MINISTER OF MINES AND PETROLEUM RESOURCES
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INSTRUCTIO~S

o Wish to discuss I/tPrep'Jrc reply for my signatllra.

o for your information. 0 Prepare draft of reply.

o For necessary aeticn. 0 Return to me.

o Send me eopy of r~ply. 0 for your comments.

DATE: "'~y ~
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L.W. Sakala,
8.}\. Sakals,
R. R. 12,
Box 1959,
CLE:ltRWATER,
VOE lNO

Dear Sir/t~adam:

B.C.

April 27th 1977

In response to your letter of April 13th
I hi~ve attached a pretis relea.se that tmndf.'!' jointly with
the .f"1inister of the Envirotunl:\nt, the Honourable James
Nielsen, concerninq the Birch Island uraniwn 9rooerty.
'rhe de:3cript.ion of" the ,1cv~:!lopmeX'~t propo~,a.ls under .
consideration by Denison Hines, which is included in this
release , essentially f:lW'Or."larizes the in.f()rl;·~atiC)n ,su:)Mitted
to my r·~inistry by the cl:)mpany. You ~d.l1 not,~ that stringent
regulations adrainistered. 5)Y the F(!(leral ;,n·.tordc r:norgy
Control Board in co-operation with ap?ro?riate Provincial
r;ov,,~rnmen.t r1inlstri~.:s, cont.rol ur-aniwn f~xploration,

development, rnining, and millinq activi ties. In add! tion,
provision for t>ublic hearings prior to a[.Jproval of uranium
mining and procel'tsl,nq operations is Mandatory. 'I'hus, public
safety and enviromuental protection corlcerns will be fully
reviewed an<l cO!1sidarod at all stages in the development of
this and other uraniUltl properties.

Yours sincerely,

vi
JAMES R. CHABOT
Minist.er

Attf

Press Release No.1/77

L.I. 977 refers



,
•

ll:r:ISTER Of MltlES A"- -"TRClrU' ".sOURCES

TO:

INSJ RUCTIO~S

o WIsh to dIscuss ,PtrrCPJre Teply for my signature.

D For your Inforrft.1tlon. 0 Prepare drall {)f reply.

[J FOJ neCCSS3TY Clellon. 0 Rell.:1ll10 mo.

U Send me copy 01 rl.ply. U For your tommenls.
DEPUTY ~~Ml;l'
&PETRoI~ RESOURCeS I

.~ I.PR 2 5 'Tt ~r7'7

;'171

R', O~FICE

I I {

I-'hl,.... I L.VII\!LaS

VIClv ,B.C,=-+--+- - - _.

~JUv eiu, &:-=.:-:- I

tZ~!~'-!.- ~J;~ -AliA ,4~'d M<./

pd~ .1Ad k ~~ k ?d. IL/r-d~r
tff'W~t~ fdluLhv~ /ut~a~

~~r ud ~~~ ~ .,F;rk~.
~ /J?U--rJJ a ~~~ #-~~

~Uu~ I~r -;rfi~ wAo~ ~~ ~,
)d~[ ~~ fiL~ ~tw-J ~ £~ a. en
tj»'ufi~. ~~d..,A4Akn~~

L4Ju.,~~~){~~~

~ Ptd 1~ j4~~ut;.
• (!.

<:z:::!-.~<C/lL-'1f;;:l;---&f~ /



THE DEPARTMENT OF

MINES AND PETROLEUM RESOURCES
PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS, VICTORIA, BRITISH COLUMBIA vav 1X4

WHEN REPLYING PLEASE REFER TO

FILE NO

"

MINERAL RESOURCES BRANCH

1835 Fort Street,
Victoria, B.G. V8R lJ6.

April 4, 1977.

-.....__... --.__ .. _-----._-

DEPUTY MINISTER OJ: 1\1,;:"
&PETROLEUM RESOURC~'

-r'''D r.... -, ~-" "8 51Lv !.li) Iii

"",~,

CFER?fD r;O ~..lDAT-i

Consol{dated 'Rexspar 'Minerals &Chemicals
Ltd. - Birch Island Project - Stage I Report.

1 /-l~-"
i I . I ....t---<M- ".,r--:~ \

.ilxr- ." -- i.__~~+· ....o'..A l'~-

;.. '~CD.··!§..n~. ~ I . =c.r.·.... --.i,., •

::.-p~r:- I~.
U. R.

I i I '_". & P.
It D.

Ltd. ,

Re:

Dear Mr. Getty:

Mr. R.G. Getty, P.Eng.,
General Manager,
Kilborn Engineering (B.C.)
1199 West Pender Street,
VANCOUVER, B.C. V6E 2Rl.

In general the Stage I Report is acceptable to the Steering
Committee. If possible, an addendum would be useful to indicate the

. monitoring and environmental programs proposed for this year.

There are several items which must be considered immediately
but should not be included in the Stage I Report:

General: 1. A climate station should be established on site. The longer
local climatic monitoring is in place the greater the
reliability on exterpolation with neighbouring stations.

2. A program of monitoring, if not already underway, should
commence immediately - the flows of surface, groundwater,
mine water from adits and the flows on Foghorn and Clay
Creeks. Two days of monitoring is sparse even for a Stage
I and some attempt should be made to capture this year's
freshet such as it is.

3. It is recognized that the tailings pond is the major impact
in this project and the design meet all the requirements
laid down by the A.E.C.B., Pollution Control Board and the
Ministry of Mines and Petroleum Resources.

4. Stage I Report should be distributed by the Company to
Thompson-Nicola Regional District and Clearwater Improvement
District.

Socio-Economic

1. The date of data collectio~ is December 1975, which could make some
of the data on zoning and Regional District plans out of date •

••• 2

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA



2.

Updated data on zoning should be sought immediately.

2. More attention should have been paid to assessing impacts of
new housing and services on the community services (water,
sewer) in Clearwater. Even though this impact may be relatively
small, it should be identified in view of the short time frame
to complete Stage II studies.

3. Development on the 200 year flood plain is disallowed at present
unless there is flood proofing. A careful land use plan of proposed
construction camp and operations work force should be prepared
with the flood hazard in mind.

4. With a 4 year life span; we are looking at a very short-term
development. Relatively more responsibility should therefore
lie with the developer to finance service improvements that have
no long-term benefit to the community.

The number of copies required will be thirty to the Steering Committee
for distribution to Provincial Government agencies and six to A.E.C.B. care of
Mr. A.B. Dory in Ottawa.

Comments on the Stage I Report are required to be submitted to the
. Steering Committee within thirty days from distribution. A summation of the

comments will be forwarded within the following two weeks,.

JDM~ jau

copy: l:D~ J .•T. Fyles
Mr. B. Marr
Mr. M.J. Bastiiani
Dr. J. O'Riordan
Mr. A.B. Dory

y.our.s ver~,/~.y, .. '

();JR#~
/J .D. McDonald, P.•Eng.,

./// C'hairman, ..
~ Uranium Mining Steering Committee.
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Mining~rderTO

DEPUTY MINISTER OF rvr-'
&PETROLEUM RESOURC_~

~EC'D .FDp ~17 8:32

Dear Mr. Bowles: ~

't~ .

APR - 4 77 AM

DEPT. OF MINES
AND PETROLEUM RESOURCES

7 W.Seymour Street
Kamloops, British Columbia

/' V2C lES
V~~/~ March 31, 1977
(/

Jr,;': ..

I I I

'{~TS

. D. M.

. D. P.
R.

-- I I I
& P.

1\. D.

Mr. E..-- J. SQ"1&8.~.\ ... _. ,i'/{p
Chie~.mad Commissioner ~ ....j. .,' ~)'''l
Ministry of Mines and 4( .~.... .:;. teo'~

Petroleum Resources
Parliament Buildings :J~~
VICTORIA, B. C.

Roe: Urani~ Property - Birch I::land

Further to my previous submission I enclose copies of newspaper
clippings which reflect the growing dissatisfaction with the proposed
operation in the Clearwater area. t:

~-

NRB/ww

Encl.

cc: Mr. P. F. Ramsay
Victoria, B. C.

DATE

Mining Recorde:r '~Q~-r.::..

D.C.G.C..1_-t- , ,.- .... ---r '7 r
G.C.

·-1
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, I~ ........':"".,/ • \ ••
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I
m£NO~ 'I ' I

t.£ILiNG CLERK 1.--.oJ
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Input on ura.rilum mine IfJllvvarted'
L

) r

)Ee Kaml.oops has ca.lI.ed (or D~nis~n Mines t~ give a regarding ~enis,on's acti~ities to date and pl.ans f~r the fut~re promi~i~g so far, he declared.."There has be~n many op
complete public accountability regardmg Its past actions and accompamed by a (ull disclosure of all pertment mformatlOn: portumtles for the government to mvolve the public, but to date
future plans for a uranium mine in the Clearwater area. SPEC This includes a host of unanswered questions. \ this has not happened. ".
t'JISO asked the Provincial Government to involve the public' . ONE-SIDED
I .. dl"Cision-making process involving mine approvals. . :_ UNANSWERED QUESTIONS A committee recently set up to co-ordinate uranium mine

.In a statement rel~ased today, SPEC charged that so far there ·'Questions of safety, economy, energy requirements, sodal approvals will likely request "inadequate" controls predicted
ha\'e been "many indications of efforts to thwart public input impact, health, pollution and most important of all the decision. Ellsay because the company is operating in a vacuum at the
until it is tQO late to be of significant influence:' making process. SPEC is particularly concerned because of the moment building up its case with no opposition,

Scv('r;;.l area groups will co-ordinate in the campaign to seek lack of public awareness as ~o the pollution and radioc:,ctive "It's a farcry from complete public input." .
m(nrmaiion on the mine and the many concerns expressed hazards involved and because 'of the complete absence of He said SPEC is planning to co-operate with a number of
ahout it. the SPEC release indicated. An Interior InvestigatJve regulations for the proposed development from mining provincial and national organizations including'- the Inter
Cmnmilll'e is in the process of being established to look into the' speculators or the provincial government." ' ' national Development Education and Research Association
mille iSsue; SPEC president Don EIJsay that' something as potentially CIDERA>, the Canadian Coalition for Nuclear Responsibility,

The reh'ase states that because of SPEC's "deep concern for hazardous as a uranium. mine requires goverm!1ent and Pacific Life Community and the Greenpeace Foundation in the
Pw polent ia I for harm in developing an open-pit uranium mine developer initiative to involve the public from the earliest stage. Campaign. .
an "(I.e Birch Island area. it is initiating action to secure a It is doubly impprtant in this case, for as B.C.'s first uranium At the moment we're only "seekers of information" said
H~i)i~1public investigation of the whole mntter. mine, its g~idelineswiJI set a precedent. said Ellsay. Elisay. "We want to be able'to find out about the problems and

I ""'PEt is calling for a complete public accountability' However the decision making process. has not been very contribute positive suggestions." . . ..
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March 29, 1977.

(DEPUTY MINISTER OF ~cr'-'-s'l
1835 Fort Street ~"& PETROLEUM RESt1Ut.,.:
Victoria, B.~. V8R lJ6.

REC'D

Dear Dr. Prince:

Dr. A.T. Prince, President,
Atomic Energy Control Board,
P.O. Box 1046,
OTTAWA, Ontario. KIP 5S9.

Re: Consolidated Rexspar Minerals & ChemicalellE l.L " t~ "-:."- -1::.0-:,/'.
Ltd. - Uranium Minini in British Columb1a. -_ _--

Recent meetings in Victoria discussed the Consolidated Rexspar
Project at Brich Island. It became evident that .a committee should be set
up to co-ordinate federal and provincial jurisdictions as well as the
development itself. .

The Deputy Ministers of the Ministry of Mines and Petroleum
Resources and the Ministry of Environment requested that a steering
committee be set up for uranium mining in British Columbia. Following
is the composition of the committee with the representative of A.E.C.B.
to be named:

J.D. McDonald

J. O'Riordan
T"o Be Named

Chairman, Ministry of Mines and
Petroleum Resources

Ministry of the Environment
Atomic Energy Control Board

It is requested that you appoint a representative to the
committee. We have established an excellent working relationship with
Mr. A. Do'ry of your staff and would suggest that his appointment would
be a welcome addition to the committee.

Yours very trul

~
()#/~~:/
il.D. McDonaldChairman ' P.Eng.,

Uranium S' teering C .ornrn1ttee.
JDM: jau

copy: ~. J.T. Fyles, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Mines and Petroleum Resources
Mr. J.W. Peck, P.Eng., Chief Inspector of Mines, Ministry of Mines and

P"etroleum Resources.

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PROVINCE OF BRITISH COL:.UMBIA
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E. & P.

Re: C9nsol{dated 'Rexspar 'Minerals & Chemicals
Limited - Birch Island Project.

Dear Sir:

Mr. R.C. Getty, P.Eng.,
Kilborn Engineering (B.C.) Ltd.,
1199 West Pender Street,
VANCOUVER, B.C. V6E 2Rl.

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of March 10,
1977 and the three copies of the "Preliminary Environmental Study
of the Proposed Birch Island Project".

The Steering Committee, consisting of myself, Mr. A.B.
Dory of the A.E.G.B., and Dr. J. O'Riordan, Ministry of Environment,
will review the report at an early da,te and will advice if further
information is required and will also advise on the number of copies
required.

Yours very truly,

,(}j#f/;L_-e/
,'" '..:{/~ D. McDona1d P Eng

, l ' • • ,
L~>,'Senior Reclamation Inspector.

JDM:jau

copy: ~. J.T. Fyles
Dr. J. O'Riordan
Mr. A. Dory

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA
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Kilborn Engineering (B.C.) Ltd. / 1199 W. Pender, Vancouver, Canada V6E 2R1. Telex: 04-507734, Tel: 604,688-8361

March 10, 1977

Dr. J.T. Fyles, P. Eng.
Deputy Minister of Mines
Department of Mines and Petroleum Resources
Parliament Buildings
Victo ri a, B. C.
V8V 1X4

Dear Sir:

Re: Consolidated Rexspar Minerals &
Chemicals Limited
Birch Island Project

DEPUTY MINISTER OF hi····· ~

&PETROLEUM RESOURC~

f, "'l ,•...J.
.. ~l i

~C'D >'0';' L :;. '("1

~k~r~
-~ '" 'D/\TEI !'.;'"

~TS

:~: -t::--rf-----+
"~~-I --_._./_...._-

. 8, P. I .

r,. D.

rILE p 'z:rt=: eet,·-i/,A.

On behalf of Consolidated Rexspar Minerals &Chemicals Limited,
we have forwarded to Mr. J.D. McDonald, P. Eng., Senior Reclamation
Inspector, three copies of the "preliminary Environmental Study
of the Proposed Birch Island Project." '

We understand that after review by Mr. J.D. McDonald and Mr. A.B.
Dory of the A.E.C.B., additional copies will be required.

If you require any further information at this time, we would be
pleased to assist you.

Yours truly,

KILBORN ENGINEERING (B,C.) LTD.

~
R.C. Getty, P. Eng.

RCG/bn

c.c. Mr. J.D. McDonald, P. Eng.
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January 24~ 1977

Mr. Hoel O'Brien,
Vice-President.,
Denison Mines Limited,
4, Kinq Su.et. w••t.,
TORONTO, Ontario

Dear Mr. 0 •Brien:

4-{~~' e~s.

This not.e ia to thank you for 'phoninq
in your concern reqard1ng the error in the recent news
release of January 20th in which we referred to Denison
Mines Limited and should have kept strict.ly with
Consolidated Rex.par and Chemicals.

I was aware of ene relationship of ~e
two companies but felt that it was preferable, fraa our
point of view, to refer to Denison Mines as all our contacts
had been with Denison people and all the public cOJIIIIent
that we had heard referred to Denison and ~e Rexapar
property.

I have not correct.ed the error and we have
had no criticism for it. Had I been able t.o discuss
it with you before the news release went out I would have
made ~e necessary correct.ion.

I apologise if this has caused you any
embarrassment. but do not feel it serious enouqh froID our
point of view to send out. an amendment.

Yours very truly,

JAMES T. PYLES
Deput.y Minist.er

J'l'Psbq
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Mr. Noel O'Brien 'phoned from Denison Mines in Toronto. re
the telex.

He says this is wrong (and so of course is
the Press Release). The reference to Denison in 3rd

oand 7th paras. and in the last para. should read "Consolidated
II... exspar & Chemicals".

He says this is a technical point but should
be corrected in the interests of accuracy. He is V.P.of
Denison and also of Rexspar. Mr. M.J. deBastiani is also
a V.P. of Denison Mines and also manager of the Rexspar
feasibility work. Address 4 - King Street West, Toronto.

EHKXKMKX He said you might like to add a paragraph to
any correction to the effect that Denison Mines is the
principal shareholder of Consolidated Rexspar, and Chemicals
and manager of the Rexspar property.
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REMARKS:

~. IbL)" e#~/ Ii
t1£~?h Ift.,c~
~ 0&5-;:(4/35'---
a~~.1J EN MIl'-l E 'S

~Or;(

o (l00)



..........-
PAGE ~OF--L PAGES

TO:

BRITISH COLUMBIA GOVERNMeM"

MESSAGE FORM
FROM:

FILE NOMBER - ~1

065-24135

ACTION PRECEDENCE

IMMEDIATE

DR. J. T. FYLES
DEPUTY MINIS'l'ER
MINES AND PE'l'ROLEUM RESOURCES
VICTORIA, B.C.

ORIGINATOR'S NUMBER DATE AND TIME OF ORIGIN

A C 168641

THE FOLLOWING JOINT STATE1·mNT IS 1'mDE BY THE HON. J.R. CHABOT,
MINISTER OF MINES Arm PETROLEill1 RESOURCES AND THE }CON. J .2\. NIELSEN, r1INISTER
OF THE ENVIRONMENT.

BECAUSE OF TIff: ENERGY CRISIS, INTEREST IN EXPLORATION FOR
URANIJM DEPOSITS AND THE DEVELOP~1ENT O~ URANIU~1 MINES IN BRITISH COLm·fBIA HAS
RECENTLY ACCELERATED. TO EN'SURE 2\ HIGH LEVEL OF SAFETY BO'I'H FOR ~1I!m WORKERS
AND THE PUBLIC, AS THIS VALUAnLF HINEPAL RESOURCE IS T)}-VRLOPED, YOUR GOVERNMEN'l'
IS WORKING CLOSELY Wrr.I'H THE ATOHIC ENERGY CONTROL BOARD OP CANADA.

RECENTLY, DE'NISOU ~,1INES LIMITED I PRODUCERS OF UPANIUM IN RASTERN
CANADA, HAVE SUBHITTED A PHELI~w1INARY REPORT 0(1 ,;?\ PROPOSFD DE\rEI.JOPME~lT OF THE
REXSPAR PROPERTY AT BIRCH ISLAND, 65 MILFS N·OP.TH OF fCZ\MI,OOPS, A.ND ON JANUAR.Y
13th 1977 COMPANY OFFICIALS;a,TTI~"1DED t'1EETINGS IN VICTORI~J. TO DISCUSS THE PROJECT
WITH TECHNICAL OFFICF~RS 01;1 OUR T~~O HINISTRIES A!~D THE }\ECTI.

THE REXSPAR DBPOSIT IS ONE THA'r HAS BEE" KNOl~~~ FOR !'1,ANY YEARS
AND CON'I'AINS A VARIETY or VALUABLE I'1INERALS I:~ ADDITIO'J TO THE URAn 1U)\1.. THE
PROPOSED DEVELOP~·U;;:Nr.I' IS 1\ S_'\1J"\LI.I OPEl: PIT ]o.'!INE PRODUCING P.tfl A Rt1.TE ElF 1, Don
TONS PER DAY AND I;Pfi'LOYll'~G APPHOXIHATPI,Y 8D PPOPIJJ--:. 1\ RFSFRVE OP 1.22 HILLION
TO?"IS, GRi\DING 1.539 pour;DS U"l03 / '.1:'017 IS INDICATI'D l\.lln THI~RE IS SIGiIIFrCANT
POTENT IAL 'ro EXTEND '11 HE SERB:jERVr:: s .

TO CO-OHDINi\rrr~ GOVERNH.r;U"p }\PPHOV1\L~ "pop "I-'p~.: URA!'iIU~'1 ~1INES, A
STEERING COrt."fITTr:E HAS BEBN E8'I'ABLISnrn FROH OFF'ICTi'\LS OF THESE THRF;F': AGENCIES.
A STAGED APPROVAL PROCESS OF EIJVIRO'.U1ENTAI.I ASSESS;'Ud'll IS REQUIRED, SI~~ILAR TO
THAT NON IN PLACE FOR OTHER HIHES BUT PLACING P,l\RTICUIJ\H EHPHA.SIS O~\! THE

DRAFTER'S NAME
BRENDA GOODE

OFFICE

ROOrI 406, DOUGLl\_S BI,DG.
TEL. NO.

6058
RELEASING AUTHORITY SIGNATURE

FOR COMMUNICATIONS PERSONNEL USE ONLY

DATE AND TIME OF DISPATCH:

SYSTEM:
FORM DCT10.75

o

Original to Message Centre Copy for Your File TYPE IN UPPER CASE CHARACTERS
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065-24135

ACTION PRECEDENCE

DR. J .T. PYLES
DEPU'i'Y MINISTER
MINES AND PETROLEUM RESOURCES
VIC'l'ORIA, B.C.

ORIGINATOR'S NUMBER DATE AND TIME OF ORIGIN

A C 168641 JAN. 20th. 10.30 A.M

POTENTIAL HAZARDS FROM THE HANDLING OF RADIOACTTVE MATERIALS.

THE STAGED PROCESS REQUIRES DEVELOPERS TO SUaJ.tIT A PROSPECTUS;
A FIRST STAGE REPORT WHICH IDEI.~'l'IFIES THE PROBLEr-1S; A SECOND STAGE REPORT
walCH PRoPOSES SOLUTIOUS, AND A THIRD STAGE REPORT IN PRf~PAR.:"\TI'fJN FOR THE
APPLlCAT"ION FOR VARIOUS PE:RHITS UNDER PROVINCINL S']]:\TUTES., .. ' EACH STAGE REQUIRES
THE APPROVAL OF ALL INTERESTED GOVERNMENT AGENCIES.

AT THIS TIME,' NO }\PPIIICATION FROM DENISON MINES HAS BEEN MADE FOR
A POLLUTION CONTROL PERMIT.

HovmVER, INDUSTRY HAS BEr::~ NAPJtED THAT SUCH AN APFLICATION MU$T
MEET' STRINGENT REQUIREHEN'fS, INCLUDING:

A COpy OF }\NY }1..PPLICA'fION UNDER THE POLr..UTION
CONTROL ACT, WITH SUPPOR':fTNG DOCIP,1ENTS, TO BE M1\D~

AVAIL.t'\BLI~ '.:'0 AEen AS T~LL" AS AGE:,rCIES NAHED IN THE
ACT AND TO THE GENERAL PUBLICi

ANY PUBLIC HEARI:'~G liNDEn SECTION 13 OF THE ACT TO
INCLUDE REPRESENrrATIOH FROr{ ArC3 ON THE 'rECIll'lICAL PANEL1

ALL RL(~UIRET-1ENTS OF THE AECB l'~ILlf Br CONT7\.INED In lJ-IY
PEIt":!lIT ISSUED IN ADDITIOn TO PROVInCIAL REQUIREMENTS
UNDER THE POLLUTIO~'! canTHaL ACT.

THE AECB HAS JURISDICTION OVER ALL UIt7.\],IIUr-l PRODUCTION IN CANADA.
BEFORE ANY \'lORK ON URANIUH PROPEHTIES CAN BE UNDERT~.KEN, AN AECB PERl'·IIT IS

DRAFTER'S NAME OFFICE TEL. NO. RELEASING AUTHORITY SIGNATURE

DATE AND TIME OF DISPATCH:

SYSTEM:

DOOGLAS BLDG. C05S

FORM OCT 10-75

Original to Message Centre Copy for Your File TYPE IN UPPER CASE CHARACTERS 0



065-24135

~ BRITISH COLUMBIAGOVERNM~

_P~A~~~~_~O_F~~_~_G_~__~~~~~ M_E_S_S_A_G~E~ro~R_M_~~,. ~~~~I(~x~~)
-TO: ,.,. . FROM: - ~

dR. J. T. FYLES
DEPUTY MINISTER
MINES AND PETROLEUM RESOURCES
VICTORIA, B. C •

ACTION PRECEDENCE
IMMEDIATE

ORIGINATOR'S NUMBER
AlC 168641

DATE AND TIME OF ORIGIN
JAN. 20th. 10.30 A.M.

REQUIRED. DENISON MINES NOW HOLDS AN EXPLORATION PERMIT FOR THE
REXSPAR PROPERTY AND WILL REQUIRE ANOTHER PEP-MIT BEFORE PRODUCTION CAN
BEGIN. THE PROCESS OF ISSUING THE AECB PERMIT NECESSITATES THE HOLDING
OF PUBLIC INFO~~TION MEETINGS.

DRAFTER'S NAME
BRENDA GOODE

OFFICE

Room 406 Douglas BId.
TEL. NO.

6058
REL£ASING AUTHORITY SIGNATURE

/ .
/1. £.~~-~.kC /-C.il--~·l ..?-?

FOR COMMUNICATIONS PERSONNEL USE ONLY

DATEANDTIMEOFDISPATCH:

SYSTEM:
FORM OCT 10·75

Original to Message Centre Copy for Your File '
o

TYPE IN UPPER CASE CHARACTERS
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. "" U~niu,.., r-';ne .
Onct: again my conscience is prodding me into becoming

involved in anothe~ protest, and as a resident of Clearwater I
can truthfully say we've bad more than our share of
controversial issues within the past six years or so. This one,
though,willhavetobethelargestinscopetbat I, and I wil~ go
so far as to say aU Britisb Columbians, will be faced with.

Let me tell you that Iam very tired and weary of becoming
involved in protests and fights, which someof them became. It
would be so much easier and less energy draining just to,
ignore it all and bury one's head in the sand. I really don't
enjoy this sortofthing~buUseem to bave a strong conscience .
and sense of duty that won't leave me be., " ~., ~'. . ., .'
, The issue is Britisb Columbia's first uranium rnine!
Denison Mines Ltd. announced recentlytbat they will be
developing their Reupar property at Birch Island, a small
community seven miles north of Clearwater, for the purpose
at extracting uranium ores. What is uranium used for? That is
the big question! .' .....,: '. '

The moral and ethical decislon to be made bere concerning
'.this issue is whether we want to.be involved, in supplying the
~ery fuel that may be used sometime in the future for our

destI"'Jction ~d the destruction of our environment, or the
destruction of the life systems on this planet. '

What better- way to begin stopping' the insanity of the
proliferation ofnuclear weaporis and radioactive wastes than
by going to the very source - the extraction of uranium ores?
and putting a stop to it. "

Canada is selling Candu reactors and nuclear materials to
unstable third world countrie's.ls this not another good reason
for protesting this mine. Robert Bonner declared recently
that B.C. would haveanuclearpowerplantin 10 years - does·
this !:lave something to do with this uranium mine? One other
question that must be asked is whether this m1~ will be
polluting the North Thompson, Thompson and Fraser Rivers?

As far as I'm concerned, this one issue takes precedence
over any other that mankind has ever been faced with. It is the
epitome of issues! Because it can mean the total destruction of
this planet. "'--, . \. '.

Although alII crave Is peace and serenity, how can it be
achieved unless one can say that they havedone all they can to
have earned it? I feel I am forcing myself into another
situation where I am made to feel like a Don Quixote goi~

around tilting at windmills. But ifl don'tfollow the dictates of
my conscience and my reverence for life, I feel I will become
something less than a human, and that I may possibly have
forfeited my children's rights to a 'future.

So I ask myself what does it matter if I appear as a kook to
somepeople, just as long as I retain my integrity and values?
At least I will not have sold my soul to the gods of the babbits, 
the chamber ofcommerce types - who bow down and worship
the false gods of profit, economics and progress, who never
consider the future co~sequences of their actions. .

I am appealing to all individuals to become involved in this
issue, and to such organizations asSPEC and the Sierra Club.·
We will be seeking the help 01the Greenpeace Foundation also,
as they have been heavily involved with this issue in other
cases, and on the general principle.

NAME WITHHELD,
Clearwater

, .-"j) ~ , ,Q .\':d~/·iLu
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Nothing
great
. ..
on mine

No great announcements are
expected from a meeting
Tbursday in Victoria deallng
with a proposed uranium mine
near Clearwater, says a
Toronto mining official.

Consolidated Rexbar;
controlled by Denison Mines,
plans to operate an open pit
mine and mill at Bircb Island.,
Ore reserves have been
estimated at 1.5 million tons.

A, meeting will be held
between representatives ofllie
company, Federal Atomic
Energy and province to layout
guidelines for development

. and operation ofthe only B.C.
uranium mine.

;r... ,
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January 20th 1977

NEWS REalISEDEPAR'-MENT OF
MINES AND
PETROLEUM RESOURCES

1 - 1977
British Columbia

The following joint statement is made by the Hon.

James R. Chabot, Minister of Mines and Petroleum Resources and the

Hon. J.A. Nielsen, Minister of the Environment.

Because of the energy crisis, interest in exploration

for uranium deposits and the development of uranium mines in British

Columbia has recently accelerated. To ensure a high level of safety

b~th for mine workers and the public, as this ~aluable mineral resource

is developed, your Government is working closely with the Atomic

Energy Gontrol Board" of Canada.

Recently, Denison Mines Limited, producers of uranium

in eastern Canada, have submitted a preliminary report on a proposed

development of the Rexspar property at Birch Island, 65 miles north

of Kamloops, and on January 13th 1977 company officials attended

meetings in Victoria to discuss the project with technical officers of

our two Ministries and the AECB.

The Rexspar deposit is one that has been known for

many years and contains a variety of valuable minerals in addition to

the uranium. The proposed development is a small open pit mine producing

of 1,000 tons per day and employing approximately 80 people.

of 1.22 million tons, grading 1.539 pounds U30 8 /ton is

indicated and there is significant potential to extend these reserves.

To co-ordinate Government approvals for new uranium

Steering Committee has been established from officials of these

three agencies. A staged approval process of environmental assessment

is required, similar to that now in place for other mines but placing

particular emphasis on the potential hazards from the handling of

radioactive materials.

The staged process requires developers to submit a

prospectus; a first stage report which identifies the problems; a

second stage report which proposes solutions, and a third stage report

in preparation for the application for various permits under Provincial

statutes. Each stage requires the approval of all interested

Government agencies.



At this time, no application from Denison Mines

has been made for a Pollution Control Permit.

However, industry has been warned that such an

application must meet stringent requirements, including:

A copy of any application under the
Pollution Control Act, with supporting
documents, to be made available to AECB
as well as agencies named in the Act and
to the general public;

Any public hearing under section 13 of
the Act to include representation from
AECB on the technical panel;

All requirements of the AECB will be
contained in any permit issued in
addition to Provincial requirements
under the Pollution Control Act.

The AECB has jurisdiction over all uranium production

in Canada. Before any work on uranium properties can be undertaken,

an AECB permit is required. Denison Mines now holds an exploration

permit for the Rexspar property and will require another permit

before production can begin. The process of issuing the AECB permit

necessitates the holding of public information meetings.

-30-



GOVERNMENT OF BRITISH C-< UMBIA~-'

MEMORANDUM
Ii

TO D.r. .•....J .•...Tll fyles., . FROM

............Depu.ty M. i.nJs.te.r of. ..M. i.n.es & .
Petroleum Resources,

..Bui..1.d.ing.s .

SUBJECT P.r.Qp.os.ed BJr.ch...l.sland..Ucanium.. Mine

..Deput¥...M.inis.ter....o.f. ...the..En'!J.lr.onment.

. Decembe.r: l 19..7·6 .

OUR FILE 029-06-5o .

YOUR FILE .

At a meeting on October 28, 1976 held by the Atomic Energy Control
Board, vaiious agencies described their interests in a proposed
uranium mine-mi'll operation.

An evaluation of such a proposal raises special concern of an
environmental and public health nature and I am sure will generate
a great deal of public concern as well. It may be that the normal
assessment and review procedures should not apply to such an
operation.

I suggest that we arrange a meeting including officials of our two
Ministries to discuss this matter.

/!~
B. E. Ma rr ,
Deputy Minister of the Environment.
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~D[1~@~[KD
Kilborn Engineering (B.C.) Ltd. / 1199 W. Pender, Vancouver, Canada V6E 2R1. Telex: 04-507734, Tel: 604,688-8361

November 18, 1976

//

Dr. J. T. Fyles, P. Eng.
Deputy Minister of Mine s
Department of Mine sand
Petroleum Re source s
Parliament Building
Victoria, B. C.
V8V lX4

Dear Sir:

Re: Consolidated Rexspar Minerals &
Chemicals Limited

f? p ~- (,u)\It \ ·CA.··!

'J'J..{

On behalf of Consolidated Rexspar Minerals

Limited, we are pleased to submiton~of the Prospectus

for the uranium property at Birch Island, B. C.

We have forwarded this date, thirty (30) copies to

Mr. J. McDonald.. P. Eng., Senior Inspector of Mines 

Reclamation.

If you require any further information at this time .. we would

be pleased to assist you.

Yours truly,

KILBORN ENGINEERING (B. C. ) LTD.

~
R. c. Getty, P. Eng.

RCG:jmi

cc: Mr. J. McDonald
Mr. M. De Bastiani

Enclosure

DEPUTY MINISTER OF M~"" ~
&PETROLEUM RESOURC~S

i'EC'D (;:'1' 1 (; \'{~·1 /12

[FERREn TO\8[)~~~J=~.:
SeTS
..---1-- ---'

D. M. '.. --J-...- .

f. D. P. \ .; -I---.!.. ---- ...+-.----
,. R. . .•. & P. L ;_ .

A. D. I ----···1---···
-r------ ~""""1----'''''--'''_.~

.-FlLE 4-1. ~~. "k-··.\
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November 24th 1976

Mr. R. C. Getty, P. Enq.,
Kilborn Enqin••rinq (B.C.) Ltd.,
1199 West Pender Street,
VANCOUVER, B.C.
V6E 2Rl

Dear Mr. Getty:

This will acknowledge and thank you
for the Prospectus report of Consolidated Rex.par
Minerals and Chemicals Limited, Birch Island Project.

Mr. McDonald will circulate copies
to affected Government agencies and you will be hearinq
from him when their comments have been receivea.

Yours very truly,

JAMES T. FYLES
Deput.y Minist.er

JTP:bg



WOOD GUN"v L1MITr
r") Royal Trust Tower I P.O. Box 27.11 Toront0-0ominion Centre

~ W Toronto, Ontario, Canada M5~171 T~lOne (416) 362-4433

WOOD
GUNDY

Mr. James T. Fyles,
Deputy Minister,
Department of Mines &

Petroleum Resources,
VICTORIA, B.C. September 23, 1976

CL Gundy

CE Medlilnd

JR LeMesurler

IN Abell

DCH Stanley

IS Steers

RE Beale

JMG Scott

Dear Jim:

I much appreciated the opportunity to spend a very interesting
hour with you last week.

There now appears to be an interesting degree of cautious optimism
emerging in the Vancouver mining community. I hope that your
Department will find ways to offer as much encouragement as
possible to those companies which have properties which might be
developed into production.

As I suggested, whenever you and John Poyen are in Toronto, please
feel absolutely free to give me a call. We would be delighted to
see you.

With kindest regards,

Yours sincerely,

DEPUTY MINISTER OF M'·~

&PETROLEUM RESOURC~3

WR. H. Sclater

RHS/pp

""lEC'D

1-------------

FILE 4-:' .



ro ...P~,~. ,F; .•,. W". ,G.r~,v~." .... ,... ,
THE DEPARTMENT OF

r/llNES AND PETROL.Elr ;:,.,t,: r· ;"~' ..
PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS. VICTORIA, BRITISH COLUMBIA ~8V"1X4

G~on ,whfW .FROM

DATE .. Ju.ly , ,15" ..19.76 .

Re: Birch Is1and--Rexspar U
3
08F1uorite--Ce1estite.

Bruno Hildebrand of Ki1borne Engineering, retained by Rexspar (Den
nison Mines), was having 11 drill site locations put in during July. On Fri
day, July 9 the first hole was started on the "A" zone, supervised by Werner
Gruenwald under contract to Kerr and Dawson, the latter retained by Ki1borne.
The holes were located "geologically" by a geoiogist from Quebec who consults
for Dennison. Total footage is to be 1300' or less.

The vertical holes are HQ size to obtain material for further met
allurgical testing and Ki1borne have plans with the open pit benches laid
out. A 5 year life is cons~dered and a grade of 0.1 U

3
08 contemplated. Ton

nage questions .were avoided but they are drilling three zones, the A, B & BD
all reported to be relatively flat lying (5 0 -30 0 ) of a porphry (B.C.D.M.
Annual Report 1954) or a trachyte sill or flow (Jack Scott, et a1).

The host rock is often a grey, schistose pyrite bearing limonite
weathering rock, occasionally showing a fine to medium grained granular
texture. 100 M east of the B zone banded purple fluorite and celestite
occur close to a breccia with aligned f~agments up to 4 ems long diameter.

Rocks in the area away from the radioactive zones are phy11i te~:" ",,'
and black mica schists of Shuswap age.

Radioactive "hot" spots are along shears containing fine grained
banded pyrite, usually pyrolusite, ~n odd looking pearly grey mica (Mg-rich)
and probably uraninite. Fluorite is o!ten in purple disseminated blebs or
in more massive concentrations.

Most of the radioactive zones are confined to these dark, sheared
zones and strike mostly EW with northerly dips.

Using the Exp10ranium GRS-101 background off the property is 5
to 10 cps, and increases to 30 cps on the property. Over the -area to be
mined the background averages 300 cps.' Over the "richer" areas, counts up
to 4000 cps were recorded. The highest readings were on the BD zone.

_____-------- t

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA

DEPun MUnSTER Of Mr,"'~~S;

l PETROlEUM R£SOURCE.S
1609

~EC~D JUl? {} ~76 -

f!:., D., P, I

R..
E.. a Po.



GPEW:lc
cc: J. Thomson

~~

Dr. E. W. Grove
July 15, 1976
Page 2

There are 5 known radioactive areas on the property. Thin section
work is described in the 1954 B.C.D.M. report.

It would appear that Dennison are quite serious about placing this
property in production, subject to further metallurgical testing.

I

h~
Gordon P. E. White

...
~
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Connors HQ in transit, Birch Island.
July 7, 1976, Rexspar
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Drill site preparation, July 6, 1976, "A" zone
Rexspar, view to SE.

Same location as above,
road ~ut, view east.
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June 11, 1976

Mr. Noel O'Brien,
Vice President,
Consolidated Rexspar Minerals
and Chemicals Limited,
20th Floor - 4 King St. West,
Toronto, Ontario. MSB lC2.

Dear Mr. O·Brien:

Thank you for your letter of June 8
regarding proposed work at your Birch Island
property. I have passed copies to the Geological
and Inspection Divisions here in Victoria and
to the Kamloops Office.

I plan to be away from the office during
July and suggest that if you come to .ctoria you

(arrange to visit Dr. A. Sutherland Brown and J. A.
) Garnett of the Geological Division (387-5975) and

,..,--:-/) J. D. McDonald (387-3630) and/or P. E. Olson (387
i1"-.6254) of the Inspection and Enqineerinq Division

(

(1837 Fort street).

, .~.. ~I.V.~__ ,. Yours very truly,

t ..J. .dt~fY"\(1 1\ ,. ~ 'p-k-

~P' N~rN~

James T. Fyles,
Deputy Minister.

JTF:DB



KAMlLOOPS (CP) - A
meeting is to be held Jan. 13
in Victoria which may decide
the ·future of BritJish Colum
bia's only uranium mine.

Repre'senltaltives (jf DenislOn
Mines will meet with officials
of the Atomic Energy Board
and the province to layout
federal and provincial guide
lines that would govern devel
opment and operation of the
mine.
Den~son, through a sub

sidiary, Consolidated Rex:bar
Ltd., has plans to operate an
open-pit uranium mine and
mill at Birch Island, near
Clearwater. Ore reserves in.
the area have been estimated
at 1.5 million tons.

A company spokesman said
today that operating at a ca
pacity of 750 to 1,000 tons of
ore supplied to the mill a day
would keep the mine opera
tional for between mv. and
nine years.

In its initial stages, the
mine would employ up to 200
persons, with between 60 and
80 retained on the payroll
when it is fuUY; ..9P~r~,
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1+ Energy, Mines and
Resources Canada

Energie, Mines et
Ressources Canada

----"

Science and Technology Science et Technologie

Your fHe Votre ref9rence

Our file Notre ref9rence

December 11, 1975

Dr. James T. Fyles,
Associate Deputy Minister,
Mines and Petroleum Resources,
Parliament Buildings,
Victoria, B.C.
V8V lX4

Dear Dr. Fyles:

4-( ~ t'k;

Further to our recent correspondence concerning the ore reserves
at Consolidated Rexspar Minerals and Chemicals Limited, a submission
has been received from the company and a visit by a technical team was
made to Toronto.

We must conclude that the mining company's assessment of the ore
reserves is a fair one for that particular deposit. A copy is enclosed
for your use.

Historically, the cost of establishing uranium plants in Canada
has averaged $38,000 per ton of daily raw ore capacity. With cost
escalation, a fairer figure to use today for low grade deposits would
be in the neighbourhood of $50,000. If we assume conventional mining
and processing, the property could not operate at $20/lb U

3
08 .

An alternative may have been direct shipping of the ore to an acid
leach plant, say in Elliot Lake. The small volumes involved would not
justify favourable freight rates so this plan would also be uneconomic.

In summary then, we must conclude that an isolated small deposit
of modest grade cannot be operated when the price of U30 is $20 or less
per pound. The picture could change if some current tes~ leaching projects
are successful. It could also change if additional deposits of higher
grade should be discovered in the district. The situation will be
reviewed annually and you will be kept informed.

Any comments you may wish to make would be welcome.

Encl.
Canada Centre for Mineral
and Energy Technology,
555 Booth Street,
Ottawa, Canada.
K1AOG1

Yours sincerely,

Centre canadien de technologie ~~
des mineraux et de I'energie, Am·l b i
555, rue Booth, 1 Du n e,
Ottawa, Canada. Senior Assessor, Uranium Reserves
K1A OG1



! -am_OF MINES AND "'-dLEU"-JSOURCES

Date:..
• \--r-- ~
From:_ (r-V .~J
To: ~~' ~d~

INSTRUCTIONS

o For your approval. 0 Prepare reply for my signature.

~.~our inform~ 0 Prepare draft of reply.

o For necessary action. 6 Return toE?~

o Send me copy of reply. 0 Return to file.

o For your comments. o For signature.

o Wish to discuss.

REMARKS:

~/l'k t1/'~

~t~

,t& lob Wr ~ .-~v~

t~ ~~:t- \j\~\~ -tla
~~!

ISM (100)-675-8293 (4)
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September 30, 1975

Mr. Gor'don NacNabb"
Deputy Minister,
Dep~. of Energy, Mines
580 Booth Street,
OTTAWA, Ontario,
KIA OE4.

Dear Mr. MacNabb:

E~..\"l-t. ~ \ ~" ,~\,)vv,
f), .. '

~\ '\) ...... l" rv...,-

H L ~·ttJ.:.

, , \'\ \.,.:~
and Resources ,"\--

In reply to your letter of September 18, 1975 to
Mr. John Kostuik concerning Rexspar's uranium ore reserves,
I am glad to confirm that we will cooperate fully with
your department.

I enclose a statement of Rexspar reserves in the
form requested. We have just recently completed an i~de

pendent review of reserves, ~omparing resul·ts to earlier
studies done by others. You will note that no reserves are
shown in under - $20 range and that none are shown in the,
probable and possible categories~ An earlier report
( Rob e r t son - 19 6 7) s howe dan . un d i 1ute d t on nag e 0 f ]~~~61., 00 0
tons grading 1.762 lbs./ton. The present reserve, however,
now reported by us includes open pit recoverable ore only and
excludes high grade lenses which are too narrow or too deeply
buried to justify increased strippirig ratios.

Correspondence and arrangem~ents for a visit by a
technical team should be referred to me. I expect Dr. E. L.
Evans will be our technical representative for d.etaile'd
geological discussions. /

Yours sincerely,

CONSOLIDATE~,REXSPAR MINERALS
& CHEMICALS LIMITED

~_ r I.j,.' ~ _I- ' 11 /'7 ,( {/ r )(/'
'::_.' 0- "l. ~. \. '''r '- f \" '1... "\' \\... i '. t~.c:.: "'Y'" '! l/~ .~,\. L. d'1,A~
~--·c:) ~,.:~e±ii¥;;;u:~ A.::,,· tt~ .t )~( C':. lOB r ~ en

I :7' _ -=- . Vi _- Presid e 11 t .< c '- t I Vt LJ

OCT 2 "975

(1 , r DII"I"'~lll'
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Comp~ny Consolidated Rexspar Minerals & Chemicals Limited

Prop'erty Birch Island, Bri tish Columbia

Summary of Uranium Reserves ~nd Resources
, in Canada as of September, 1975

Cla'ssification
of

Reserves*
{A)

Recoverable at less
. than $20/1b U

3
0

8

I

'j
(B)

Additional recoverable at bet~een

$20 and 40/1b U
3

0
8

Short Tons Av. lb U
3

0S Av. lb Th02 I Short tons Av. lb U
3

0
8 A 1'''''' °I v. :> ~n 2

Iton. ton ton ton

.. iMeasured (Proven) - - - .1,620,000 ** 1.'504 "!'"

,
. Indicated (Probable) - - - . - - -

4

Inferred (Possible) - f - - - - -
I

* Current definitions used by the Department of Energy, Mines and Resources,

(A) This category will be "ore" reserves in the usual mining Sense.

(B) This ca tegor'y provides fo"r ,an appreciJtion, 'as, p resource, of
uranium deposits the mining' of which depends o~ improved pr~ces,
improvements in mthods of mining or treatment, etc.

** reserves mineable by open pit; cut-off grade 0.8 lbs •. U30a!ton; avera~e dilution of 7% inc~~
. ae
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Mines and Petroleum Resources,
Parliament Buildings,
Victoria, B.C.
V8V lX4
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December 18th 1975

Mr. A1lli1 Dubnie,
Senior A•••••or, Uranium Re••rves,
Canada Centre for Mineral and
Energy Tecbnology,
555 Booth Street,
OTTAWA, Canada KlA OGl

Dear Mr. Dubn1e I

This will acknowledge and thank you for

your letter of December 11th conta1ninq an estimate of

the uranium reserves at Rexspar.

for our files.

It is a valuable record

r--

Yours sincerely,

JAMES T. PYLES
Associate Deputy Minister

JTF:bq

I
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