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Dear Dr. Fyles:

Re: Radistion Survey of Proposed

Birch Island Project

A request has been received from Mr. Robert E. Skelly, M.L.A.,
for a copy of a report on a radiation survey of the proposed Birch Island
Project conducted last spring by Mr. Elias of our Division.

A copy of this report is enclosed and it will be noted that
radiation levels about the Birch Island area proposed mining site were
found to be no higher than the background levels about Little Fort or
Kamloops, B.C. There was no radiation hazard under the permissible
limits established by the Atomic Energy Board Regulations.

However, due to lack of ventilation in "dead-end" underground
workings, readings above the permissible level were found in these
headings. Any radon gas and daughters that reach the outside atmosphere
from these headings are quickly diluted by natural air currents to levels well
below the established permissible levels. (In the meantime the District
Inspector has ordered that all mine entrances be closed to protect against
inadvertent access).

A Dr. McKenzie of the Brookfield Medical Centre at Clearwater
had requested a copy of this report earlier, and on June 29, 1978 the
results of the radiation survey were sent to him. It would, therefore,
seem to be in order that the same results be sent to Mr. Skelly, and I
would recommend that this be done. However, it would be appreciated
if you would consider this matter, and possibly receive the views of
the Minister, and advise concerning your opinion on the release of the
aforementioned information to Mr. Skelly.

Yours very truly,

“lo-C @@oﬂ\ B

W. C. Robinson, P. Eng.,
Chief Inspector of Mines

WCR/tr

Encl.
c.c. E. R. Macq%4gor .
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June 20, 1978

Mr. P.M., Osberg
Canadian Scientific Pollution
and Environmental Control Society
1603 West 4th Avenue
Vancouver, B.C.
V6J 1LS8

Dear Mr. Osberg:

This will acknowledge your letter received
June 12, 1978, outlining the views of your society
on uranium mining in British Columbia. In responding
to your letter, I would like to review for you the
status of the Consolidated Rexspar Minerals and Chemicals
Ltd. project and the position of the Provincial Government
in general.

As you know, a public meeting regarding the project
was held at Clearwater in December, 1977. I am not
aware that any environmental or engineering studies are
currently being undertaken, but can indicate that prior
to any propescitactivity, the Uranium Steering Committee
will meet with the company to outline the necessary
requirements for Stage II.

Mining activities for metallic minerals, including
uranium, must comply with the Mines Regulation Act which is
administered by my Ministry. For uranium and other
radiocactive materials, mining and processing activities must
also comply with the Atomic Energy Control Act and
Regulations which are administered by the Atomic Energy Control
Board. This Federal agency administers the requirements laid
out in licencing guide no. 31. In British Columbia, a number
of professional engineers on the staff of the Inspection and
Engineering Division of my Ministry have received speciil
training sponsored by the Board at Elliot Lake, Ontario, and
have been given authority by the AECB to enforce all laws and
regulations issued by the Federal Government in this Province.
Thus, all exploration, development and potential mining and
milling activities in British Columb:s must conform with both
Provincial and Federal Statutes.

Recently, there have been a number of commissions and
inquiries concerning uranium mining and processing held by
various jurisdictions. The report of the Bayda Commission
in Saskatchewan was released last Thursday, and we are
currently awaiting its receipt in Victoria. An inquiry is
also in progress at Elliot Lake, Ontario, and the results of

--0000/2
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this review will be made available to us when it is
completed. In addition, Bill C~14 is before the Federal
Parliament, which proposes to replace the Atomic Energy
Control Act with the Nuclear Control Act. It is

anticipated that some revision of the Regulations for
uranium mining will result from these hearings and inquiries
which will be taken into account as we review proposed
uranium mining development in British Columbia.

I have consistently stated that no uranium mining
will be allowed to proceed in this Province until the
Government is satisfied it is absolutely safe to do so. The
review processes now in place can satisfactorily ensure that
this position will be upheld, and therefore I do not consider
that a judicial inquiry is required.

I appreciate the concern that you have expressed, and
thank you for bringing your views to our attention.

Yours sincerely

James R. Chabot
Minister

ERM/blm
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Canadian Scientific Pollution & Environmental Controlj Society
1603 West 4th Avenue, Vancouver, B.C. V6J 1 BREC'D [
Telephone 736-5601 ‘JUN ]' 3 78

Mr. J. Chabot,

Minister of Mines and AS.
Petroleum Resources, M.R.
Legislative Building,
Victoria, B.C.

FiLE

Dear Mr. Chabot:

On May 19, 1978, at the annual meeting of the B.C. Medical Associa-
tion (BCMA) a resolution was passed demanding a '"full, open, and impartial"
provincial judicial inquiry into the uranium mining industry. This reso-
lution is a reiteration of the position taken by the B.C.M.A. during a
public meeting, sponsored by Consolidated Rexspar Minerals and Chemicals
Ltd. There was in fact unanimous support from all participants in this
meeting for the establishment of a provincial judicial inquiry into the
uranium industry.

Forty-five briefs were submitted at the public meeting in Clearwater
and the hardest hitting rejections of the proposal came from the two
Unions which have the most to gain in terms of jobs from uranium mining
and the medical profession which is tremendously concerned about the im-
pact of low-levels of ionizing radiation on human beings.

On March 3, 1978, your office announced that there would be no ura-
nium mining in B.C. until the government is satisfied that it's absolutely
safe. SPEC publicly endorsed this position which you had taken. On March
13, 1978, is a letter to SPEC you suggested that there would be hearings
before any specific uranium mining proposals were considered and that in
your view there wasn't as yet any proposal existing which represented a
firmly established development intention and consequently there was no
need for an inquiry.

The time to hold a Province wide, full, open, and impartial judicial
inquiry, to determine whether or not the people in B.C. want to allow
the nuclear industry to establish itself in this province is before any
serious development intentions are present; before the industry spends
several million dollars exploring for uranium (later us1ng this spent
capital as an excuse to allow them to mine).

In the United States, govermments, industry and environmental organizations
have found that it is tremendously expensive, time consuming and energy
consuming to continually fight "environmental bush fires." It is much
wiser to discuss these issues openly and from a broader policy perspective.

ASSISTANT DEPUTY MINISTER
" MINERAL RESOURCES
‘ 854>~

" prec'p JUNL4T8
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For example, there is growing opposition to the nuclear industry, ( every
aspect of it from the front end to the back end) and it may be that the

overwhelming majority of people in B.C. do not want to take the environ-
mental risks associated with uranium mining. If this is the case it does
not make any sense to spend large sums of money or to committ considerable
energy to establishing the feasibility, profitablity and acceptability

of each and every proposal presented by the industry. This latter proce-
dure has historically only served to polarize the community to an unbear-
able degree and should be avoided.

We have the time to establish a Province wide judicial inquiry into
the uranium mining industry and we should do so at the earliest possible
date. We are very interested in your response to these ideas.

Sincerely

/M. ZM%

P.M. Osberg
SPEC



June 16, 1978

Mr, P.M. Osberg
Canadian 8cientific Pollution
and Environmental Control Society
1603 West 4th Avenuas
Vancouver, B.C.
V6d 1L8

Daar ¥r. Osberg:

Thisg will acknouwledge your letter received
June 12, 1576, outlining tue views of your soclety
on uranium mining in pritish Columbria. In resmvonding
to your letter, I woulld like to review for you the
status of the Consnlidated Rexspar Minerals and Chamicals
Ltd. project and the position of tihe Provincial Government
in gengoral.

fPhere has been no activity on the Clearwater projact
since a meeting was held in that comaunity in Deceuwber, 1977,
I am not aware that any environrmectal engineering studies
are currently sing undertaken, Lubt can indicate that rnrior
to any prorosed activity, the Uranilum Steering lormittes
will meet with the comnany to outline the necegsary
raguirements for stage II.

Mining activities for metallic ninerals, incluling
uranium, must comnly with the ¥ines Wegulation Act wnica 1s
administered by my Ministry. For uranium and otherx
radioactive materials, mining and processing activitizs nust
alao comply with the Atomic gnergy Control act and
Requlations which are administercd Ly the Atomic tnergy Control
Board, This Pederal agency administers the regquirements laid
out licencing guide no. ll. In Sritish Columbia, a number of
professional enagineers on the staff of the Insnection and
naginecering PDivision of nwv Ministry have recaived special
training sponscred by the Loard at Hlliov Lake, mtario, and
have bLean given authority by the ABC3 to enforce all laws and
ragulations issued by the Federal Government in this ¥rovince.
Thus, all exploration, Jdevelopment and potantial ndining and
milling activities in Eritish Columbia must conform with both
Provincial and Federal Statutes.

Recently, there have lean annumberx of commissions and
inquiries concerning uranium wining and processing held hy
variocus jurisdicatinns. The reporxrt of the Dayda Commission
in Saskatchewan was released last Thursday, and ve are
currently awaiting its receipt in Victoria. 2an inquiry is
also in progress at Flliot Lake, Ontario, and the results of
this review will be made available to us when it is
completed. In addition, Bil)l C~-14 is before the Federal

oooolez
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Paxliameat, wvhich proposes to replace the Atomic Energy
Control Act with the Wuelear Coatrol Act. And it is

progress
the iaformation $0 be availadble a0 that it may be taken
into acecount during the review of proposed uranium mining
developaent in British Columbia.

I have consistently stated that no uranium mining
will bLe allowed to proceed in Sritish Columbia until the
Provincial Government is satisfied it is absolutely safe to

30 so., The review processes nov in place can satisfactorily

sasure that this position will be upheld. And therefore I
d0 not consider that a judicial inquiry is required.

I appreciate the concern that you have sxpressed, and
thank you for bringing your views to our attention.

Yours eincerely

James h. Chabot
ttinister

ERM/blm







| hope thls Informatlon wlll assist you In answering questions posed by
your patlents and othar rembers of your community. Should you have further
questlons regarding datall doslmetry of radon and radon daughter products
please feel fres to contact me at any time,

Sincerely yours,

P Wl Qe

M. WAYhWE GREENE, Ph.D.
Read :
Radfation Protection Service

MvIG/ah

cc: Dr. John D. Garry,
Medical Dlrector
Kemloops, 3.C.

- R S T, < e

bcc: Hon. James A. Nielseﬁ :
Minlister of Environment

;- Hon. James R. Chabot
Minister of Mlnes & Pet. Resources



April 11, 1978

Dr. R. E. MacKenzie

Brookfield Medical Centre

Box 398 T

Clearwater, B.C. VOE lNO : ..

Dear Dr. MacKRenzie:

Thank you for your letter of Mafch 30, 1978 concerning the
possible emanation of Radon gas from boreholes at Birch Island.

I understand that Mr. S. Elias, our Eavironmental Inspector
of Mines in Vancouver, has contacted you by telephone today and that
access to the drilling site is not too good at the present tima, Mr.
Elias tells me that you will get in touch with him when conditions
are more suiltable for a site inspection and that you will point out
the location of the drill holes at that time. A survey of the whole
area will be made for Radom gas and 1f any further action is necessary
it will then be taken.

—~

Your concern in this matter is recognized and appreclated.

Yours sincerely,

James R. Chabot
MINISTER

VED:1r



SB: c;'w. O‘qna’zuon, c/l/l':/) -
R D, Woollard, M.D.

C. A-Lam, MB., CLLB.
J\). & c/l/(acj(znziz, a’”rj}Cc/”

\/ Bwog)[iz[cl Medical Centre

BOX 2576,R.R. #2
CLEARWATER, B.C. VOE 1NO

© TELEPHONE 674-3319

0. March 28, 1978
T. March 30, 1978

The Hon. James R. Chabot

Minister of Mines and Petroleum Resources
c-a The Parliament Buildings

Victoria, B.C. VBV 1X4

Dear Mr. Chabot:

On occasion, members of the Yellowhead Ecologi-
cal Association have walked on the site of the proposed uran-
fum mine at Birch Island. We have seen drill-holes and core
samples in some number, 8s well es a shaft which has been sunk
in one area.

This seemed to be of little or no consequence
until we received anecdaotal evidence that test-drilling in a
farming area of Dakota may have released significant guantities
of Radon gas from the ore body that was tested.

There was no study conducted at that time regard-
ing an increase in nausea, vomiting or dysentery, but word-of-
mouth from farm to farm seemed to indicate that the farmers were
encouraging those whose land was not drilled to refuse any ex-
ploration. The reasons given were that livestock and families
would become i1l. UWe do know that when Senator McGovern was
made sware of the situation, these test holes were capped.

We feel that because of the number of these drill-
holes, and their proximity to the community, an evaluation should
be made now of the level of Radon gas in the viclnity of the
test-holes and mine shaft.

We would further suggest that, until the enquiry
is under way, and until there are more definite plans surround-
ing the development of Birch Island, these test-holes and the
mine shaft itself should be covered or filled by the company.

Thank you for your attention and concern in this

maetter. ] R
7 “fri- 37 o e — '
Sincerely, \% i ); L. Ty QFFICE |
/yuf ’4’/7"7 s T
" ;«.fh-»'-.-.?,,u ) RPR 04 <178 i
R.E. MacKenzie, M.D. P -+ .38 i
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B. M. Anderson, M.D. 2. A Lam, MB., ChB.
R D Woolland, MD. R E

Bzoogﬁe[cl c/Msc[ica[ Centre

BOX 398
CLEARWATER, B.C. VOE 1NO

TELEPHONE 674-3319

Originals, carbon coples ar photocoplies of this
letter are being sent simultasneously to:

Or. John D. Garry, Medical Director (origiral)
South Central Health Unit, Kamloops, B.C.
Mr. Ken Christianson, c-o the sbove address (c. copy)

The Hon. Len Karchand
{inister of the Environrent (Canada) (photocopy)

The Hon. James A.: Nielsen
Finister of the Environment (B.C.) (original)

V/The Hon.Jdames R, Chabot
* Minister of Mines & Petroleum Resources (8.C.)

(original)

Consolidated Rexspar Minerals & Chemicals Limited
P.0. Box 40, Royal Bank Flaza (Dennison Mines)
Toronto, Ontarioc M53 2K2 :

(photocopy sent via reglstered mail)

Consolidated Rexspar Minerals 8 Chemicals Limited
Calgary, Alberta (Cennison Mines)

(photocopy sent via registered wail)

Kilborn Englineering (B8.C.) Ltd.
1199 West Pender Street
Vancauver, B.C. VGE 2R1 (photocoppy)



April 6, 1978,

GCordon ¥, Cibson, M.L.A.,
Leader of the Libersl Party,
104, 1513 Pemberton Avenue,
North Vancouver, B. C.

vIP 283

Dear Mr. Gibeon:

Re: Uranium Mining in British Columbia
With reference to your request about the Birch Island Project and the

regulations related to uranium mining, I am pleased to provide the following

information.
1. BMreh Island Profect There has been no sctivity on this project since

2.

3

4.

the Clearwater Meeting in December 1977. There are no environmental or
engineering studies being done at present. It would sppear that the pro-
Ject has been put on the shelf for the present. Prior to any propessd
activity the Uranium Steering Committee will meet with the Company to
outline the necessary requirsments. I attach copies of recent statements
reagarding the organization responsible for Provincial controls.

Licensing and Regulations The Atowic Energy Control Board issue permite
subject to the requirements laid out in Licensing Guide No. 31 (attached).
Six of our Inspector~Engineers have taken the A.E.C.B. course at Elliot
Lake snd have been given authority by A.E.C.B. to enforce all laews and
regulations issued by the Pederal Covermment. In addition, a company is
required to meet all conditioms of Provincial statutes.

Provincial Guidelines Prior to setting out Provincial requirements the
Governmant will veviev the final reports of the judicial inquiries in
Saskatchewvan and Ontario. In addition, Bill C-14 is before Parlisment
vhich changes the Atomic Energy Controel Act to the Nuclear Comtrol Act
and this will change some of the present requirements (attached). With
thess pending revisions it 1s to our advantage to wait for this wor-
mation before devaloping Provinecial GCuidelines,

Public Hearings Will be required under Bill C-1l4, Nuclear Control Act.
I trust that these points have clarified some of your areas of conceran.

Yours sincerely,

James R. Chabot
Minister

ect Bon. James Nielsen
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GORDON F. GIBSON, M.L.A,
104, 1515 PEMBERTON AVENUE
NORTH VANCOUVER, B.C.
V7P 283
TELEPHONE 980-0887

 Hon, James Chabot ~~ |HlE .
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February 9 | REFERRED TO DATE | IN'TAL |

1978 ADM. |
AD.P. 9 B R
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MR. N

Minister of Mines
Parliament Buildings
Vietoria, B. C.

V8V 1X4

Dear Jim:

I am getting an increasing amount of corres-
pondence with respect to the Birch Island
uranium mine. I know that this has been a
sub ject of personal concern to you, and
would be grateful to know exactly what
provincial mining regulations, investigations
and publie hearings must be satisfied before
such mining could proceed?

Yours sinqsru;y, e
// A ASSISTANT DEPUTY MINISTER
4 MiNERAL RESOURCES
. rRecD FtB1 7’
] g S 778 169
Lﬁ:ﬁg‘; s %hesL?ﬁegal‘%a..rty REFERRED TO| DATE | INITIAL |
in British Columbia ?%p
cecs Hon, James Neilsen rEt

MINISTER'S OFFICE
RECEIVED

CEg 141978

PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS
VICTORIA, B.C.




February 9
1978

Hon. James ideilsen
Minister of the Environment
Fakliament 3uildings
Vietoria, 3. C.

V8V 1xh

Dear Jim:

I am getting an increasing amount of corres-
pondence with resrect to the 3irch Island
uranium mine. I know that this has been a
sub ject ¢f versonal concern to you, and
would be grateful to know exactly what
provineial environmental regulations, inves-
tigations and publiec hearings must be satis-
fied before mining could proceed”

Yours sincerely,

Gordon F. GibBQn. MeloAo
Leader of the Liberal Farty
in 3ritish Columbia

ect Hon, James Chabot.”

| MINISTER'S OFFICE
! PECEIVED
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Gordon F. Gibson, M.L.A.
Leader of the Liberal Party
104, 1515 Pemberton Avenue
NORTH VANCOUVER, B.C.

V7P 283
e, i Biece

Re: Uranium Mining in British Columbia

Dear

With reference to your r uest about the Birch Island ¢
Project and the regulations ium minlng, Q/&524¢1¢b
t t $ fg;4¢9€¢h¢ttﬂg ‘74? * _,

1. Birch Island Project - There has been no activity on
this project since the Clearwater Meeting in
December 1977. There are no environmental or
engineering studies being done at present. It
would appear that the project has been put on the
shelf for the present rior to any proposed _ ..
activity the Uranium ommittee wewkd meet

with the Company to outline the n cessary requir

ments. W J 4£.¢p-,4«» 4 “#f‘““"?[ W

%» Aty anfﬁ-" %‘v W Coo u—é]
2. Licen81ng,ang Regulations - The Atomi'c Energy Control

Board issue permits subject to the requirements

laid out in Licensing Guide No. 31 (attached). Six

of our Inspectors-Engineers have taken the A.,E.C.B.

course at Elliot Lake and have been given authority

by A,E.C.B. to enforce all laws, regulations issued -2 4&4$~)
by the Federal Government. $Ifﬁﬁﬁ§5hy"IE“EE$§§=?€EGEred
to meet all 3 ;?uader Provincial statutes.

3. Provincial Guidelines - Prior to setting out Provincial . x@
requirements the government £ ‘4’“4£p“ ‘ %

final reports of the judicial inquiries in Saskatchewan . |
and Ontario. In addition, Bill C-14 is before -f~¢27$wv¢ £“a1,}¢:yZ;;
i

y ”1;{. Parliament which changes the 4+EsC.B# to the Nuclear
ey

Control Act +hieh will change some of the presengAL

requirements (attacheg%_ With these pending it it

be advantageess to aw anformatlon +e studyping pé—w"é/é"j
Provincial Guidelines. E;%::

4, Public Hearings - Will be required under Bill C-14,
Nuclear Control Act.

I trust that these points have clarified some of your
areas of concern.

Yours sincerely,

Hon. James C. Chabot

cc: Hon. James Neilsen
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THE DEPARTMENT OF |4

MINES Ahﬂ)FW?ﬂRGLE&HﬁlanGﬂNQCan;

Re: Birch Island Project - Federal Fisheries

Following are a few points in relation to the above project.

1. Subsequent of the Clearwater meeting in December 1977 there
has been no activity on the part of Consolidated Rexspar.
B.C. Research is doing no environmental studies and
Kilburn Engineering has done no work on the project.
Mr. DeBastiani has advised no further work will be domne
on the property at this time,

2, 1If studies are re-activated a considerable amount of monitoring
will be required as well as additional studies for a
Stage II Report.

3. The Uranium Mining Steering Committee has remained relatively
inactive because of the dormant situation at Birch Island.
To date Mr. B. Heskin has not been requested to join the
Committee but will be asked in the near future.

4. A bibliography on Uranium Mining and Milling and associated
subjects is in the process of being put together.

Yours trul % /

J.D. McDonald, P.Eng,
Senior Reclamation Imnspector

;ASS!STANT DEPUTY MINISTER
MINERAL RESOURCES .

JDM/bm
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Minister . Ministre
Environment Canada Environnement Canada

“MINISTER'S OFFICE
RECEIVED

KAk 21 1978

- PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS
March 20, 1978 VICTORIA, B.C.

The Honourable James Chabot, M.L.A.,
Minister of Mines and Petroleum Resources,
Government of British Columbia,

Parliament Buildings,

Victoria, British Columbia.

v8v 1x4

Dear Mr. Chabot:

As you would expect, I have been hearing a great deal
from a large number of people concerned about
Consolidated Rexspar Minerals and Chemicals Limited's
proposal to open a uranium mine at Birch Island.

Although my Department is not a member of the Uranium
Mining Steering Committee established by your Ministry
to coordinate the review of plans for the development,
Environment Canada has nonetheless been closely involved
in assessing environmental aspects of the proposal.

In a public statement last December, I expressed my
concern about the merits of this plan, which poses
environmental risks which I believe are out of proportion
to the expected benefits it might bring. I have
instructed my officials, as I said in my December
statement, to subject this proposal to the most rigorous
possible scrutiny under Federal statutes, particularly
the Regulations relevant to mining activities under the
Fisheries Act.

I have also made it clear that I am giving this proposal
my closest personal attention, and I would like to be
assured that you are also placing a personal priority on
the Birch Island situation.

ASSISTANT DEPUTY $1HISTER
| MNERAL RESRYRoE:
' rec'p MWAR2 378 -
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As you are aware, present technology does not

permit abandonment of such developments without
continued treatment and maintenance in perpetuity

to prevent seepage of contaminants from tailings
ponds. This fact alone seems sufficient reason to
question the wisdom of allowing this mine to proceed.

I am sending a copy of this letter to your colleague,
the Honourable James Nielsen, with whom I discussed
this matter in Victoria last December.

Yours sincerely,

1S id S

Len Marchand

i LR
DEF\ST‘! ":ig.xnis\h.. o~

RECD |ia7 218




URANIUM MINING STEERING COMMITTEE

PUBLIC MEETING: CLEARWATER, B.C.

BIRCH ISLAND PROJECT: CONSOLIDATED REXSPAR
MINERALS AND CHEMICALS LTD. .

The Steering Committee would like to make the following
statement at the beginning of this Public Meeting. After a
review of the Stage I Report and the review by government
agencies, the Committee decided that it was necessary for the
project to be outlined to the citizens in Clearwater and
;urrounding area, and their concerns on the technical aspects
of the project would be taken into account. The Committee
requested the Company to hold a public meeting in Clearwater
to explain their project and answer questions relating to the
project. The concerns of the residents in the area would be
taken into account by the Committee and would request the

company to cover this aspect in the Stage II Report.

Role & Planning Procéss

The Committee's main function is to co-ordinate govern-
ment agency reviews of environmental impact assessments and
to ensure that all standards and specificaéions set out in
various Federal and Provincial statutes are met before a
decision to develop the mine is taken.

The Committee is composed of representatives from Federal
and Provincial Governments agencies with a direct involvement

in the environmental, regulating and technical aspects of



the development.

A. B. Dory, P.Eng., Atomic Energy Control Board.

J. D. McDhonald, P. Eng., Ministry of Mines and Petroleum
Resources, Senior Engineer and Inspector; Reclamation,
Stability pits dams, Environmental impact assessments,
co-chairman Coal Guideline Steering Committee.

Dr. J. O'Riordan, Environment Land Use Committee, Secretariat,
Assistant Director, Special Projects, chairman, Coal
Guidelines Steering Committee.

The Secretariat reports to the ELUC, a 9-member Cabinet
Committee which administers the Environment and Land Use Act.
This Act requires that all aspects of environment and land use
are considered before any decision on major resource develop-
ment is undertaken. The Secretariat is therefore responsible
for ensuring that impacts on land use, fisheries, wildlife,

recreation, forests, communities and heritage resources are

identified and evaluated.

Process

The Steering Committee has requested the Company,
Consolidated Rexspar Minerals and Cehmicals Ltd.,‘to follow
a four-stage planning process, similar to the established
process of Guidelines for Coal Development. This process 1is
applied to all major coal developments in the province.
Uranium mining being new’to the province, that established
process used for coal would be followed for uranium mining.

1. Prospectus. A short document describing the location

and design of the mine and related facilities. This was



prepared in 1976 and most of the information is contained in
the Information Brochure prepared by the Company in November

1976.

2. Stage I Report: Preliminary Environmental Analysis
This report was completed in April, 1977 and outlines in more
detail the minesite, development propesal and the preparation
plant together with information on control of liquid and solid
wastes. The main intent of the Stage I Report is to identify
impacts on the natural and social environment and to discuss
alternative approaches to reducing and managing these impacts,
e.g., locations of waste materials, general design of tailings
pond. In addition, the developer is expected to establish a
monitoring program to determine the base-line quality of the
waters and atmosphere surrounding the mine. It is not the
purpose of the Stage I report to detail the pollution control
facilities and other measures required to reduce environmental
impacts as the final engineering and feasibility is not com-
plete at this stage. This is the primary function of the
Stage II report.

This report has been reviewed by the various government
regulatory agencies with an interest in the project, the
technical concerns expressed at today's meeting will be part
of the review process. The comments and advice of all the
agencies and public concerns will be reviewed by the Steering
Committee, and as a result, a set of specific directives will

be issued to the developer to ensure that the Stage II report



adequately covers those concerns. The Steering Committee

has al;eady met with the Company to discuss the comments
received from the government agencies and these will be
incorporated in the Stage II Report. ‘The meeting with
company was held on August 16th, 1977. A summary of comments
reviewed at the meeting can be obtained by respresentatives

of interested groups, from the Steering Committee.

Stage III
If the project is given "approval-in-principle" then
the developer must prepare final detailed plans for the

approval of specific license and permits.

Provineial Government

(1) Pollution Control Act: Permits for discharge of air

emissions and effluents.
(2) Water Act and Regqulations: Licenses for use of water.

(3) Mines Regulation Act:

Section 10: Approval of the mining plan by the chief
inspector of mines. This includes tailings dam stability,
dumps and pit.

: . ) . W
Section 11: Reclamation Permit Authorizing Surface Wesh:
The Act governs the health and safety of the workman,
in safety regulations, dust and gas exposures, radiation

exposures.

(4) B.C. Land Commigsioners Act: Authority to remove land

from the Agricultureal Land Reserve.




(5) Forestry Act: Timber Removal.

s a5

(6) Land Act: Issuance of land leases on crown land and

R A

issues for right-of-way development.

Federal Govermment Permits & Approvals
The Atomic Energy Control Board has jurisdiction over all
operations where there is radioactivity. In Uranium mining,
the AECB has a review process for issuing permits. The
Steering Committee will co-ordinate the Federal and Provincial
review process to avoid duplication.
1. AECB -- permits
Exploration
Construction and Development
Operational
Post operational

2. Environment Canada

Approval of project by fisheries.

Stage IV: Project Implementation

Various Provincial Government agencies have specific
and continuing responsibilities during development of the
project into a producing mine and will continue to monitor
specific aspects of the project. The developer is responsible
for conforming with government regulations fn such key areas
as air and water quality and surface reclamation. The same
applies to offsite facilities. Most intensive monitoring can
be anticipated fhrough the development phase, during which

accepted guidelines to mitigate construction impacts are



enforced. Once operational, normal regulatory functions

related to adequacy, safety, etc., are implemented.

Widhoit/

////. D. McDonald, P.Eng.
Chairman

Uranium Mining Steering Committee




January 26, 1978,

Miss P, M, Handford,
2925 Mathers Avenue,
West Vancouver, B. C.

Dear Niss Handford:

Thank you for your letter of December 6, 1377 concerning
the issue of Uranium mining at Clearwater, B. C. and the subiject
of a public hearing.

Arrangements were made by the company, Consolidated Rexspar
Minarals and Chemicals Limited, to hold a public mesting at
Clearwatsr, B, C. in order that interested citizens of the
community and of other arsas in the Province would have an
opportunity of learning first hand about their project. This
meeting was held on Sunday, December 18th in the community of
Clearwater. The meeting was wall attended and representatives
of the company, their consultants and mesbers of the Uranium
Steering Committes were in attendance. The event was widely
covered by the media and I am sure you are awars of sone of
the accounts. Should you wish to obtain information that was
prasented by the company at the meeting to those in attendance,
I would suggest that you write to their consultants, Xilborn
Engineering Limited in Vancouver.

Yours sinceraly,

James R. Chabot,
MINISTER

ERM/ph
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Januaxy 23, 1978,

Mrs. B. Kane,

Chairman,

Mission and Outreach Committea,
Queen's Avenus United Church,
529 Queen's Avenue,

New Westminster, B. C.

V3L 1x2

Deaxy Mra. Kane:

Your letter to the Premier regarding the Birch Island
mine has been passed to me and I appreciate your interest.

The policy of the Government respecting exploration
and mining for uranium is the same as that for other mineral
development in the Province, recognizing of course the special
pracautions made necessary by the radioactive nature of the
substance. Comprehensive review procedures are in place for
all new mine developments and in the case of uranium, a special
Steering Committee has been set up as indicated in the press
release attached to this letter. Provincial standards for
safe mining practices, dust and noise control, air and water
quality, reclamation of the mine site and other facets of
mine development, have heen in place for some time and we have
a long background of experience in working with them, Por
uranium, the PFederal Government through the Atomic Energy
Control Act and Ragulations, sets standards and requires
approvals which the Provincial Government can excead and can-
not overrule.

I do not feel that a full judicial enquiry with public
participation into the proposed development of the Birch
Island mine and uranium mining in general in British Columbia,
would serve any useful purpose. All the issues have been
fully aired in similar developments in other parts of Canada.
Brxitish Columbia will benefit from policies developed in other
Provinces, will be subject to all Federal contxols for develop-
ment and export, will not repeat mistakes that have bean made
in Ontario, and can opt to limit nuclear developmsnt if we are
not satisfied that the interests of British Columbia and its
citizsens are being served by any particular dsvelopment.



Mrs. B. Kane January 23, 1978

An information meeting was held by Consolidated Rexspar
Minerals and Chemicals Limited in Clearwater on December 18,
1977 to advise the public of their plans and to answer questions.

Yours sincerely,

James R. Chabot
MINISTER

ERM/ph
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MRS. J. HANCOCK
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er 8, 1977

The Honourable: A.DP.
Premier W. Bennett, JAS.
Parliament BuildinggM.R.
Victoria, B. C.

FILE T

Sir:

Enclosed please find copy of a letter to Len Marchand,
Minister of the Envieonment regarding the concern of
members of Queens Avenue United Church regarding
concern about health and eological hazards from the
proposed uranium mine on Birch Island.

 catms—
T RSSISTANT DEPUTY MINISTER Yours respectfully,
MINERAL Rmunces R
L oitdy Nars

(Mrs. B. Kane) .
Chairman, Mission & Outreach Committee

MINISTER'S OFFICE
RECEIVED

DEC 23 1977

PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS
VICTORIA, B.C.

REGEIVE]D

bC0G 14/

SIGNATURE

PREMIER'S OFFICE



@ueen’s Afienue United Ghrch

529 Queen’s Avenue, New Westminster, B.C. V3L 1K2 REV. JOHN M. CASHORE
REV. CHARLES G. RAYMONT

CHURCH SECRETARY:
MRS. J. HANCOCK
CHURCH TELEPHONE: 522-1606

Deceunver &, 1977

ister of tﬂv invironwvent,
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Ott&’d&' Cnt: PLCe

Dear Sirs
eusbers of the congresstion of "ueensg Aveaue United

Chureir, New .estminstcr, are concernaed sbout the
developuent of the nroposed udrrwiam dine on birel Islond,.

‘e are concerned avout the hezlth »nd ecelesical sepe
of an open wit =ire wnd stron ly urre o wmoratorion on
davelorment of this dine wntil o jud;giwl inculry onn
he held,

¢ sre enclosins @ petition requcstin:s
sirned by scowe 129 persons followins

Your:s resvectiully,

/Qéwcfli .A‘ﬂ e

( 1% SER™ !. ..kf“'"f‘)
Crodrverson, Outresch Counmitice

Gopy to Tresmdier Cennett

[ W.HISTER GF MINES AND PETROLEUM RESOURCES

TO: A ( 4
INSTRUCTIONS
70 et n M
i Wish O discucs MPrepare reply for my signature,

7] For your infarw-tion. [T Prepare draft of reply.
L1 For nacessary action. 7] Return ta ma,

"I Send me co oy et eeply. _YFaryour comments.

DATE: %”V /75




January 23, 1978,

Mr. Michael Lewis,

The British Columbia Conference,
The United Churxrch of Canada,

505 Dunsmuir Street,

Vancouver, B. C.

V6B 1Y5

Dear Mr. Lewis:

Thank you for your letter of December 28, 1977
concerning the information meeting held December 18,
1977 in Clearwater, B. C.

I appreciate your interest and thank you for
keeping me advised of your correspondence with
Denison Mines Limited.

Yours sincerely,

James R. Chabot
MINISTER
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The British Columbia Conference

THE UNITED CHURCH
OF CANADA

PRESIDENT

REV. R. GEORGE A. MORRISON
7531 GRAY AVENUE, BURNABY, B.C.
\4=Vgcria]

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
REV. ARTHUR M. ANDERSON

505 DUNSMUIR STREET, VANCOUVER, B.C. VBB 1Y5 — 682-7556

December 28, 1977

Mr. James Chabot, M.L.A.

Minister of Mines and Petroleum Resources
Victoria, B.C.

Dear Mr. Chabot:

Thank you for your letter of December 13, 1977 to
Rev. Glen Betts. We call your attention to the questions
that were not answered by Denison Mines at the December 18th

meeting. Needless to say, we are pursuing our questions and
expect answers will be forthcoming.

Yours sincerely,

Dbt fomm

Michael Lewis
Qutreach Consultant
ML:S
Encs.

STER'S OFFICE
M‘a ECEIVED

GEC 29 1977

DEPUTY MINISTER M. & . R4

REC'D JMN S ; '78
/

- i AT AW E VICTORIA, B.C.
ASSISTANT DEPUTY MINISTER | s T L
MINERAL RESOURCES AS. .
Reco WM 1178 3g MR. A
. REFERRED TO| DATE | INTIAL
DM, FILE
E &P ‘

CONFERENCE STAFF

Congregational Life & Work — Miss E. B. Gamble
Outreach —

Personnel & Stewardship — Rev. H. P. Collins
Camping — Mrs, 3. Haynes

Home Missions — Mrs. B. Carscadden
Church Extension — Mr. E. D. M. Williams

Broadcasting — Rev. R. M. Booth
Audio-Visuals — Mrs, F. Yule



PRESIDENT

REV. A GEQRGE &, MORFISON
e GFHAY AVENUE, BLRNAEY, 830
VB B2
EXAECUTIVE CECRETARY
REY ARTHUR M. ANDERSON

The British Columbia Conference

THE UNITED CHURCH
OF CANADA

505 DUNSMUIR STREET, VANCOUVER, B.C. V88 Y5 — B82-7556

December 28, 1977

Denison Mines Ltd.

3900 South Tower

Box 40

Royal Bank Plaza

Toronto, Ontario M5J 2K2

Attention: Mr. M.J. de Bastiani
Vice-President, Finance

Dear Sirs:

This letter is to inform you of the continuing concern of our
Department regarding the questions put forward in our correspondence
of November 25, 1977, particularly questions 1-a & b and 2b. While
these questions were raised at the December 18 meeting in Clearwater,
we did not receive any answer to these very important questions.

Given this situation, we wish to advise you of our recommendation
to the department we are responsible to. In short, we are advising our
principals to extend an invitation to yourself and company representatives
in order to facilitate a more personal exchange of information related to
the previously cited questions.

It is our view that such an exchange will be extremely helpful if
conducted as an open, henest dialegue.

Sincerely,

Michael Lewis-
Outreach Consultant
ML:S
cc. James Chabot

CONFERENCE STAFF

i i iss E ] ardship — itins
Congregational Life & Work — Miss E, B. Gamble Per:,onne_l & Stewardship - Rev. H. P. Co
(S?th‘rge:gh - Broadcasting — Rev, R. M, Booth Home Missions — Mes. B. Carscadden

Camping —~ Mrs, 3. Haynes Audio-Visuals — Mrs, F. Yule Church Extension — Mr, E. D. M. Williams




FOR_YOUR INFORMATION

Novesher 25, 1977

Jerison Mines Ltd.

3G00 South Towar

Box 40

Royal Bank Plaza

Torente, Ontario MEJ 2K2

Attention: Mr. ¥,J. de Bastfani
Vice-President, Finance

Gentlemen:

Re:  Propogsed Rex Srar Uranium ine

A considerable amount of concern hss been divected to our
cormittee relative to the reference uranium rire proposed for Birch Island.
t would be appreciated 1F vou would srovide answers to the following ’
questions to us, vrior to cur next meeting or Uscember Oth:

Y. Tailing Pends,.which we understand are o be Tocated epproximately
800 FL. from the Thompson River -

a) do vou propose to recycle, clear up or reuse the
effiuent?

b) for how many years would your company he prepared to
pay the cost of monitoring and safeguarding these
taiiing ponds?

¢) do you post a performance bond, and for how much?

2. Alr Pollution ~

&) what control equipment do you olan to install in the
plant?

b) what health {nsurance would you provide for your
empioyases? their families?

¢) transportation of yellowcake - how will yellowcake be
shipped from Birch Island? what measures are planned
to protect the public? e.g., if by truck, would there
be a convoy? ‘

00.2



Your cooperation in providing us with the above information

hefore our Docember 8th meeting will he appreciated,

Yours sincerely,

Lrde Cavnon doyves
Chairmar of the Environment Commitooe
Dotreacy Denortment

Te s €
A M

CC. Hopourable Lew Mepnbant
Biadetor of he Dnvironment

pre

it am Bannett
Bag Provincs of B0,

Sorourasie

Pramiar of

Also to: Rev. Peter Rolston
and

B.C. Conference Outreach Committee



Province of — Ministry of

British Columbia Mines and
Petroleum Resources

OFFICE OF THE MINISTER

Parliament Buildings

* Victoria
British Columbia
V8V 1X4 /
v%, ‘.-L-/\‘,(f .‘f'/ .

The Reverend Glen J. Betts,

The British Columbia Conference,
The United Church of Canada,

505 Dunsmuir Street,

Vancouver, British Columbia.

V6B 1Y5

Dear Reverend Betts:

The Honourable Premier W.

December 13, 1977.

R. Bennett has asked

me to respond to concerns which you have raised in your
letter to the Honourable Len Marchand, Federal Minister of
the Environment, concerning a proposed uranium development
near Clearwater, B.C. I am not aware of any previous reguest
by you of my Ministry for information on this project but

shall be glad to comment.

I have enclosed a copy of a news release that I
made jointly with my colleague, the Minister of Environment,
the Honourable James Nielsen on Janury 20, 1977 which out-
lines the stringent requirements that must be met by any
uranium development before the requisite permits and approvals
can be granted. You will note that my Ministry is represented
on a Uranium Steering Committee which reviews the developers
proposal at each step of a staged review procedure. To date,
Consolidated Rexspar Minerals and Chemicals Limited have
submitted a prospectus and a preliminary Stage One Environmental
Impact Assessment concerning their Birch Island project. These
initial submissions have been reviewed by this committee and
comments and evaluation have been made known to the company.
These comments will be taken into account by Consolidated
Rexspar during the preparation of their Stage Two Report.

I understand that the company plans to hold a
public information meeting to review the project and to answer
any questions of interested individuals or groups. The date
for this meeting has now been set for December 18, 1977 in
Clearwater, B.C. Additional information concerning the company's
plans for this meeting may be obtained from Kilborn Engineering
(B.C.) Limited, 1199 West Pender Street, Vancouver, B.C., V6E 2Rl.
This company has been retained by Consolidated Rexspar Minerals
and Chemicals Limited as their consultants on the Birch Island

Project.

.o /2



Reverend Glen J. Betts, December 12, 1977

You should be aware that no decision has been made by
either the Federal or Provincial Governments to approve the
establishment of a uranium mine at Birch Island. 1In addition,
no such decision has been made by the company nor have either
the Federal or Provincial Governments received applications
to this effect. The staged review procedure established by
the Federal and Provincial Governments is in place to ensure
that any uranium development will be properly designed to
satisfy all public safety and environmental concerns. I
would hope that the company's public information meeting will
answer many of the questions that you may now have.

Yours sincerely,

James R. Chabot
MINISTER



PN —_

January 23, 1978,

Mr. Len Guy,

B, C. Pederation of Labour,
210 - 517 B. Broadway,
Vancouver, B. C.

viT 1x4

Dear Nr. Guy:

Your telegram to the Premier regarding the Birch Island
mine has been passed to ms and I appreciate your interest.

The policy of the Govermment respacting exploration and
mining for uranium is the same as that for other minexal
development in the Province, recognising of course the special
precautions made necessary by the radiocactive nature of the
substance. Comprehensive review procedures are in place for

all nev mine developments and in the case of uranium, a special
Steering Committee has been set up as indicated in the press
release attached to this letter. Provincial standaxds for

safe mining practices, dust and noise control, air and water
gquality, reclamation of the mine site and other facets of mine
development, have been in place for some time and we have a

long background of experience in working with them. Por

uranium, the Pederal Government through the Atomic Enexgy Centrol
Act and Regulations, sets standards and requires approvals which
the Provincial Government can exceed anéd ocannot overrule.

I do not feel that a full Yudicial enquiry with publiec
participation into the proposed development of the Birch Island
mine and uranium mining in general in British Columbia, would
sexve any useful purpoese. All the issues have been fully aired
in similar developments in other parts of Canada. British Columbia
will benefit from policies developed in other Provinces, will
not repeat mistakes that have been made in Ontario, and can opt
to limit nuolear development if we are not satisfied that the
interests of British Columbia and its citizens are being served

by any particular development.



Mr. Len Guy 3 3, 1978

. The Rexspar mine at Birch Island is still in an early
stage of the approval process and will be allowed to go ahead
only if it nests the standards required under Provincial and
Tedaral statutes and regulations. In the approval process,
reports produced by the developer are available for review
by the public as well as by all Government agencies affected
by the development.

Yours sinocerely,

James R. Chabot,
MNINISTRR

Enclosure

ERM/ph
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THE BC FEDERATION OF LABOUR ON BEHALF OF 240,000 TRADE UNIONISTS

IN THIS PROVINCE URGES YOU TOvSET A MORATORIUM ON URANIUM MINING
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January 23, 1978,

My. L. Xuehn,
President, X.D.T.A.,
Suite 205,

421 St. Paul Street,
Kanmloops, B. C.

v2¢ 237

Deax Mr. Kuehn:

Your letter to the Premier regarding the Birch Island
mine has been passed to me and I appreciate your interest.

The policy of the Government respecting exploration and
mining for uranium is the same as that for other mineral
development in the Province, recognizing of course the special
precautions made necessary by the radioactive nature of the
substance. Comprehensive review procedures are in place for
all new mine developments and in the case of uranium, a special
Steering Committee has hean set up as indicated in the press
release attached to this letter. Provincial standards for
safe mining practices, dust and noise control, air and water
quality, reclamation of the mine site and other facets of mine
development, have been in place for some time and we have a
long background of experience in working with them, For
uranium, the Federal Government through the Atomic Energy Control
Act and Regulations, sets standards and requires approvals which
the Provincial Government can exceed and cannot overrule.

I do not feel that a full Judicial engquiry with public
participation into the proposed development of the Birch Island
mine and uranium mining in general in British Columbia, would
serve any useful purpose. All the issues have been fully aired
in similar developments in other parts of Canada. British
Columbia will benafit from policies developed in other Provinces,
will not repeat mistakes that have been made in Ontario, and can
opt to limit nuclear development if we are not satisfied that
the interests of British Columbia and its citizens are being
served by any particular development.



Mr. L. Kuehn January 23, 1978

The Rexspar mine at Birch Island is still in an early
stage of the approval process and will be allowed to go ahead
only if it meets the standards required under Provincial and
Pederal statutes and regulations. In the approval process,
reports produced by the developer are available for review by
the public as well as by all Government agencies affected by
the development.

I appreciate your interest and I am sure you will retain
_ an active concern in this development throughout the review period.

Yours sinceraly,

Jamag R, Chabot
MINYISTER

Enclosure



December 29, 1977

Mr. L. Kuehn

President, K.D.T.A.

Ste. 205

421 St. Paul Street
Kamloops, B.C.
Vv2C 247

Dear Mr. Kuehn,

Province of British Columbia

OFFICE OF THE PREMIER

YRS

File No:

—_—

TO: !
INSTRUCTIONS

{T1Wish to discuss

{7 far your information,

(] For necessary action.

(7] Send me copy of reply.

DATE: M 4 4

"} Return ta me,

_; For your corantents.

H NiSTE‘l ﬂF M; N‘S MB P i‘:'} EEM R”SUURCES

mrépare reply for my signature.

[ Prepare draft of reply.

B E ey

—

Dp. .

as. |

MR R B

W
REC'D Jay ¢~ 45;

FILE

In the absence of the Pr'emaer, | wnsh to acknowledge and thank you for

your recent letter.

Please be assured that the Premier will see your letter upon his return

to the office.

In the meantime, | am taking the liberty of forwarding a

copy of your letter to the Honourable James Chabot, Minister of Mines &

Petroleum Resources, as this matter comes within the jurisdiction of the

Minister's porfolio.

Thank you again for taking the time to write and make the Premier
aware of your views on this matter.

Yours sincerely,

Patricia Paulsen, (Mrs.)

Administrative Officer

cc: Honourable James Nielsen
Minister of the Environment

‘MAW DEPUTY ey
mﬂm mUm .

REC'D W“'?B 35

LREFERRED 0] pare T

MINISTER'S OFFICE

RECEIVED
JAN 51978

PAKLIAMENT BUILDINGS
VICTORIA, B.C.

Parliament Buildings, Victoria, British Columbia V8V 4R3
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' |( d Kamloops District Teachers' Association
. -t-a- 205 - 421 St. Paul Street, Kamloops, B.C., V2C 2J7 - 372-9361

December 19, 1977

REcGEIVED

Premier W. R. Bennett DEC 22 1977
The Parliament Buildings

Victoria, B. C.

V8V 1X4 PREMIER’S OFFICE

Dear Premier Bennett:

The proposed uranium mine at Birch Island is a matter
of concern to members of the Kamloops District Teachers' Associa-
tion, both as citizens of the Kamloops area and as teachers who
have responsibility for the care of children.

As a result of this concern, the Staff Representative
Council of the K.D.T.A. - made up of representatives from schools
throughout the Kamloops District - has passed a motion calling
for a moratorium on the Birch Island uranium mine development
until a judicial ingquiry declares that the project is not a
threat to the health of the people.

We hope that you will give serious consideration to

this proposal.
Yours sjincerely,
\
— S <

L. Kuehn, President, K.D.T.A.

LK:ps

MINISTER'S OFFICE
RECEIVED

JAN 51978

PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS
VICTORIA, B.C.




January 23, 1978,

Mrx. Pred Braun,

Secretary,

North Thompson Teachexs' Association,
Box 1314,

Clearwater, B. C.

VOE 1RO

Your letter ¢to the Premier regarding the Birxch Island
nine has been passed to me and I appreciate your interest.

The policy of the Government respecting exploration and
mining for uranium is the same as that for other mineral
development in the Province, recognizing of course the special
precautions made necessary by the radioactive nature of the
substance. Comprehensive review procedures are in place for
all new mine developments and in the case of uranium, a special
Steering Committee has heen set up as indicated in the press
release attached to this letter. Provincial standards for
safe mining practices, dust and noise control, air and water
quality, reclamation of the mine site and other facets of mine
development, have been in place for some time and we have a
long background of experience in working with them. ¥For
uranium, the Federal Government through the Atomic Bnargy Control
Act and Regulations, sets standards and requires approvals which
the Provincial Government can exceed and cannot overrule.

I do not feel that a full judicial enquiry with public
participation into the proposed development of the Birch Island
mine and uranium mining in general in British Columbia, would
serve any useful purpose. All the issues have been fully aired
in similar developments in other parts of Canada. BSritish
Columbia will benefit from policies developed in other Provinces,
will not repeat mistakes that have been made in Ontario, and can
opt to limit nuclear development if we are not satisfied that
the interests of British Columbia and its citizens are being
sexrved by any particular development.



Mr. Fred Braun January 23, 1978

An information meeting was held by Consolidated Rexspar
Minerals and Chemicals Limited in Clearwater on December 18,
1977 to advise the public of their plans and to answer
questions.

Yours sincerely,

James R. Chabot,
MINISTER

Enclosure
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The Honorable Mr. Bill BerjEPUTY MISTER 8. & 2. [ MINISTER'S OFFICE

Premier, Province of
Parliament Buildings,

Victoria, B.C.

Dear Mr. Bennett:

vy - o =

NORfH THOMPSON TEACHERS ASSOCIATION

SCHOOL. DISTRICT #26
CLEARWATER, B.C.

Fred Rraun, Secretary,

Box 1314, Clearwater, B.C.
VOE INO

December 9, 1977.

RECEIVED

B.CJ
RECT)'nN:S-fﬂB ’y
REFERRED 10|, DATE DEC 29 1977
ADM. v
ADP PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS
i VICTORIA, B.C.

The North Thompson Teachers Association wishes to express concern

regarding the proposed uranium mine in Birch Island. From the

information we have been able to gather, there are no quidelines

§ . ) « . .
or regulations regarding uranium mining in B.C.  Since there

seems to be very little information and technology for the safe

disposal of the uranium mine tailings, and since thetailings

pond is in such close proximity to the Birch Island School, we

fear for the high risk of radiation, and its effects upon, not

only ourselves and our students, but also upon the off-spring

of those who would be exposed to this radiation.

The North Thompson Teachers Association therefore urges you to

do whatever is necessary to curtail any further development of

the proposed mine, until a judicial ingir3xy has bheen held.

NECEIVED
DEC 12 Wi/

PREMIER'S OFFICE

- ASSISTANT DEPYTY pr:: ‘.
MINERAL Rgea..&géwa;? 5

REC'D JAM 9078 06

Yours truly,

I ACKNCWLEDGED BY

PP WFW;‘:--‘;OV:‘I\ u: V.H’v,mr—
\;.....aum.\u [

DATE /(&)V@L 22/77
SIGHATURE PN
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Januaxy 23, 1978,

B. Sykes,

Dr. Helmcken Memorial Hospital,
R. R. #2, Clearwvater, B. C.
VOE 1RO

Dear Ms. Sykes:

Thank you for your letter of December 28, 1977 outlining
yogr concern for the establishment of a uranium mine at Birch
Island, B, C.

The policy of the Government respecting exploration and
mining for uranium is the same as that for other mineral develop-
ment in the Province, recognizing of course the special precautions
made necessary by the radiocactive nature of the substance. Compre-
hensive review procedures are in place for all new mine developments
and in the case of uranium, a special Steering Committee has been
set up as indicated in the press release attached to this letter.
Provincial standards for safe mining practices, dust and noise
control, air and water quality, reclamation of the mine site and
other facets of mine developmant, have been in place for some time
and we have a long background of experience in working with them.
Por uranium, the Federal Government through the Atomic Energy Control
Act and Regulations, sets standards and requires approvals which the
Provinoial Government can exceed and cannot overrule.

The Rexspar mine at Birch Island is still in an esarly stage
of the approval process and will be allowed to go ahead only if it
meets the standards required under Provincial and Federal statutes
and regulations. In the approval process, reports produced by the
developer are available for review by the public as well as by all
Government agencies affected by the developmeant.

I appreciate your interest and I am sure you will retain an
active concern in this development throughout the review period.

Yours sincerely,

James R. Chabot,
MINISTER

Enclosure.
ERM/ph
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December 28, 1977

: INSTRUCTIONS"
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Enclosed is a copy of a statement presented at a meeting

Dear Sir:

of concerned citizens and representatives of Denison Rexspare Limited in
Clearwater, B. C. on December 18, 1977.
I would like to ask you to make our concerns your concern and

do everything in your power to ensure a safe environment, both now and in

the future, for B. C. residents. ‘%m&@‘&

Yours truly, REC'D JMQ-’IB 4

REFERRED U0 | DATE | INITIAL

B. Sykes abm. U/
Nurse/Administrator. ADP.

BS/bas - s, % ;i

c.c. Hon. J. Chabot v/
Hon. R. McClelland
Hon. R. Mair. FLE

Hon. Len Marchand

‘ MINISTER’S OFFICE
Assgwmroﬁﬁm'wsm RECEIVED
MINERAI. RESCURCES JAN 3 1978

RECTD ‘?‘ 1 1"{; 37 PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS
- | REFERRED 10| DATE | INITIAL VICTORIA, B.C.
M.
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Januvary 23, 1978,

Mr. H. E. Richardson,
3028 Quadra Street,
Victoria, B. C.

V8T 4G3

Dear Mr. Richardson:

Your letter to the Premier regarding the Birch Island mine
has been passed to me and I appreciate your interest.

The policy of the Government respecting exploration and
mining for uranium is the same as that for other mineral develop-
ment in the Province, recognizing of course the special precautions
mnade necessary by the radiocactive nature of the substance. Compre-
hensive review procedures are in place for all new mine developments
and in the case of uranium, a special Steering Committee has been
set up as indicated in the press release attached to this letter.
Provincial standards for safe mining practices, dust and noise
control, air and water quality, reclamation of the mine site and
other facets of mine development, have been in place for some time
and we have a long background of experience in working with them.
For uranium, the Federal Government through the Atomic Enexrgy Control
Act and Regulations, sets standards and requires approvals which the
Prowincial Government can exceed and cannot overrule.

The Rexspar mine at Birch Island is still in an early stage
of the approval process and will be allowed to go ahead only if it
meets the standards regquired under Provincial and Pederal statutes
and regulations. In the approval process, reports produced by the
developer are available for review by the public as well as by all
Governnent agencies affected by the development.

I appreciate your interest and I am sure you will retain an
active concern in this development throughout the review period.

Yours sincerely,

James R. Chabot,
MINISTER

Enclosure
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INSTRUCTIONS
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Mr. H. E. Richardson | []forysurintarmation. [ Prepare drait of repiy
3028 Quadra Street '
Victoria, B.C.

V8T 4G3 L1 Send ime copy of reply. L3 For your comments.

Dear Mr. Richardson, | pATE. %\/—J v,
- Y

In the absence of the Premier(Jl wish to acknowledge amd thank you for
your recent letter.

e . .
[_]¥or necessary aetion. ] Return to me

Please be assured that the Premier will see your letter upon his return
to the office. In the meantime, | am taking the liberty of forwarding a
copy of your letter to the Hopourable James Chabot, Minister of Mines
& Petroleum Resources, as this matter comes within the jurisdiction of
the Minister's porfolio.

Thank you again for taking the time to write and make the Premier
aware of your views on this matter.

Yours sincerely,

Patricia Paulsen, (Mrs.)
Administrative Officer

MINISTER’S OFFICE
cc: Honourable James Nielsen R E C E | V E D

Minister of the Environment

[ JAN 51978

A - e

| Ssxrimm DEPUTY Mitv:syzp PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS
; NERAL Resninoes VICTORIA, B.C.
! REC'D JM 11'78’
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Parliament Buildings, Victoria, British Columbia V8V 4R3
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H. E. Rlchardson

~ReEcEIVED

SR 3028 Quadra St
DEC 23 1977 Vigtoria, B. Ce
V8T 4G3
-y December, 19, I977
PREM'%&.OEHC.EE&E; Bennett, Premier ’

Legislative Bulldings
Victoria, B. C.

Dear Mr, Premier ;

A few nights ago & program on the CBC, TV, showed
us a plcture of the Elliott Lake area of Ontarlic and the Ruge waste
deposits from the umanium wobkings in that area. We were shown
some views of the river of that area into which the "Plutonium"
wastes finds way into the nearby river. Picture were also shown
in connection with the new housing development in the area and the
elabordte precautions that are being carried out in the basements
of :he new houses to carry out the escaping gases from that plutonium
wastes.,

Tonights TV report, gave us a very brief and vague
report on a meeting to be held in the area of Clearwater, on the
North Thompson River. With that very vague report concerning the
proposed development of & uranium mine on the North Thompson River,
I, as a concerned Citlzen, wish further information on this proposed
development., R
The Thompson River, a tributary of the geat Fraser
River, which is also one of our REKXXEKXMMKXRIXKMN great Salmon
Rivers would be poluted with leaching plutonium from the waste
products from such a development.

Ag Cltizens, we have a number of elected servants
in our various Governments whose duties it is ( in the opinion of
thig Citizen # to keep us fully informed on such potentially
dangerous developments which can have detrimental effects on .large
areas of our environment. We have in this Province, an elected
representative ( Mr, James Chabot ) who at present holds the
position as Minister of Mines, and whose duty it is ( in my opinion )
to keep us fully informed on all projects which might, in the future,
have a detrimental effects on the people of the area or on the
general environment on some of our irreplacable resources.

Our Provincial Minlister of Mines reports from time
to time in some of the Provinces newspapers with a "Report From
Victoria"., &4s & Citizen, I suggest that our Minister of Mines, in
his next report from Vietoria glve us a complete report on:just
what 18 taking place regarding the proposed uranium development
at Birch Island on the North Thompson River. As our sgervant, it
is his duty to keep us fully informed on all developments which may
have detrimental effects on our environment and resources for many
years into the future.

Yours Truly -

I e > Syt o7
[ MINISTER'S OFFICE o £ L
| RECEIVED H. E. Richardson

JAN 51978

PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS
VICTORIA, B.C.




January 23, 1978,

-

Ms. Lydia Tompson,
Little Fort, B. C.
VOE 2CO

Dear Ms. Tompson:

Your letter to the Premier regarding the Birch Island mine
has been passed to me and I appreciate your interest.

The policy of the Government respacting exploration and
mining for uranium is the same as that for other mineral develop-
ment in the Province, recognizing of course the special precautions
‘made necessary by the radioactive nature of the substance. Compre-
hensive review procedures are in place for all new mine developments
and in the case of uranium, a special Steering Committee has been
set up as indicated in the press release attached to this letter.
Provincial standards for safe mining practices, dust and noise
control, air and water quality, reclamation of the mine site and
other facets of mine development, have been in place for some time
and we have a long background of experience in working with them.
For uranium, the Federal Government through the Atomic Energy Control
Act and Regulations, sets standards and requires approvals which the
Provincial Government can exceed and cannot overrule.

The Rexspar mine at Birch Island is still in an early stage
of the approval process and will be allowed to go ahead only if it
meets the standards required under Provincial and Federal statutes
and regulations. In the approval process, reports produced by the
developer are available for review by the public as well as by all
Government agencies affected by the development.

I appreciate your interest and I am sure you will retain an
active concern in this development throughout the review period.

Yours sincerely,

James R, Chabot,
MINISTER

Enclosure.
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In the absence of the Premiéf*,jl wish to acknowledge and thank you for

your recent letter.

Please be assured that the Premier will see your letter upon his return

to the office.

In the meantime, | am taking the liberty of forwarding a

copy of your letter to the Hanourable James Chahot, Minister of Mines &
Petroleum Resources, as this matter comes within the jurisdiction of the

Minister's porfolio.

Thank you again for taking the time to write and make the Premier

aware of your views on this matter.

Yours sincerely,

Patricia Paulsen, (Mrs.)
Administrative Officer

cc: Honourable James Nielsen
Minister of the Environment
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LittleFort, B.C. VOE-2CO
Dec. 18, 1977

REGEIVE]

DEC 93 1977

The Honourable W.R. Benneil

Premier, British Columbia, T}
Parliament Buildings, PBEMIERS- OFFICE
Victoria, R.C.

Dear Mr. Bennett:

Re: Proposed Uramium mine at
Birch Island

I attended the meeting held in Clearwater on Sunday
afternoon by Dennison Mines, and I am really concerned
regarding the possibility of a mine opening at Birch
Island.

The feeling of the people in the whole North Thompson
Valley is that they do not wish this beautiful
valley to be polluted with possible radio active dust.

- - When a large mining company can call a meeting and
cannot give any assurance that a uranium mine will be
safe, I believe it is up to the people whbeh are
represented by you to show concern.

Wd all realize that money talks and the common people

do not have much say in Government in most places, but
we look forward to you to take a stand for us in this
valley, and to say an emphatic MO to Rex Spar Mining
company. They promise jobs for ten local people ! Local
people do not want jobs at a uranium mine, and as for

the operation of the mine, the life would be at the most,
five years!

It is now up to you,-- will you save our valley from
this unwanted mine? The New Democratic Party stated

at that meeting that if they were voted in at the next
election RO uranium mine would be allowed to operate in
British Columbia. Yes, it is up to you, and as a strong
Socred supporter I, myself do not want to be forced into

voting N.D.P.
Yours, truly MiNIETCEE'ISVOEF‘DCE
’ | R

et ZM/M - JAN 51978

CC: The Hon. Raef Mair

PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS
VICTORIA, B.C.




January 23, 1978,

Mr. Dave Williamson,
Sicamous, B. C.
VYOE 2VO

Dear Mr. Williamson:

Your letter to the Premier regarding the Birch Island mine
has been passed to me and I appreciate your interest.

The policy of the Government respecting exploration and
mining for uranium is the same as that for other mineral develop-
ment in the Province, recognizing of course the special precautions
made necessary by the radiocactive nature of the substance. Compre-
hensive review procedures are in place for all new mine developments
and in the case of uranium, a special Steering Committee has been
set up as indicated in the press release attached to this letter.
Provincial standards for safe mining practices, dust and noise
control, air and water quality, reclamation of the mine site and
other facets of mine development, have been in place for some time
and we have a long background of experience in working with them.
For uranium, the Federal Government through the Atomic Energy Control
Act and Reqgulations, sets standards and requires approvals which the
Provincial Government can exceed and cannot overrule.

The Rexspar mine at Birch Island is still in an early stage
of the approval process and will be allowed to go ahead only if it
meets the standards required under Provincial and Federal statutes
and regulations. In the approval process, reports produced by the
developer are available for review by the public as well as by all
Government agencies affected by the development.

I appreciate your interest and I am sure you will retain
an active concern in this development throughout the review
period.

Yours sincerely,

James R. Chabot,
MINISTER

Enclosure



December 29, 1977

Mr. Dave Williamson
Sicamous, B.C.
VOE 2V0

Dear Mr. Williamson

Province of British Columbia

OFFICE OF THE PREMIER
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ilhi DATE: -ﬁ)X"' ' .
in the absence of the Prem r, | wish to acknowledge and thank you for

your recent letter.

Please be assured that the Premier will see your letter upon his return

to the office.

In the meantime, | am taking the liberty of forwarding a

copy of your letter to the Honourable James Chabot, Minister of Mines &
Petroleum Resources, as this matter comes within the jurisdiction of the

Minister's porfolio.

4

Thank you again for taking the time to write and make the Premier
aware of your views on this matter.

Yours sincerely,

Patricia Paulsen, (Mrs.)

Administrative Officer

cc: Honourable James Nielsen
Mmlster of the Environment

ASSISTANT DEPUTY MINISTER
MINERAL RE“MIONES

REC'D JAN'11'78
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Province of _\ Ministry of __ Parliament Buildings
British Columbia o Mines and Victoria
NG e Sak p——

British Columbia
Petroleum Resources VBV 1X4
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1835 Fort Street,
Victoria, B.C. V 136,

- DEPUTY MIiiSTER . &P.R

January 18th, 1978. \
RECD 1978 138
Ms. Lois Carson Boyce,

REFERRED —
Chairman of Environmental Cluster, ADM TO | AATE | INITIAL
The British Columbia Conference, w7 NJE’MW

. REFERRED 10| DATE | IN:

The United Church of Canada, A.D.p.
505 Dunsmuir Street, A.S
VANCOUVER, B.C. V6B 1Y5 M.R.

Dear Ms. Boyce:

FILE
Re: Consolidated Rexspar Ming;g1§ & Chemicals Ltds

Thank you for your letter of January 9th, 1978 requesting additional
information. I enclose a copy of my written presentation from the Clear-
water Meeting, December 18th, 1977. 1In addition, a copy of a letter to
Mr. Mike Lewis, Outreach Consultant of The United Church of Canada, from
Mr. A. Dory, P. Eng., is enclosed for your information.

Mr. Dory's letter will answer some of your questions in relation to
the Stage I Report. The A.E.C.B. fully concurred with the written state-
ment presented at the Clearwater Meeting as Mr. Dory represents the
A.E.C.B. on the Steering Committee. Enviromment Canada was informed of
the statement at a meeting prior to the Clearwater Meeting. I should
point out that Stage I Report went out to all govermment agencies in June
1977 concerned both federally and provincially. The majority of agencies
replied and a meeting was held in August with the company and their con-
sultants. The many concerns expressed by the agencies were discussed
and information was requested to be provided in a Stage II Report.
Environment Canada did not submit their report until early December and
many of their concerns had already been submitted to the company as early

as August.

The Stage Reports are submitted to provincial departments for their
comments and this includes Health, Parks, Recreation, Fish and Wildlife,
and six copies are forwarded to the A.E.C.B. for the appropriate federal
agencies.

I trust this information will be of value to you.
r

U Gt

'J4 D. McDonald, P.Eng.,

/' Chairman,
JDM: jau " Uranium Mining Steering Committee.
Encls.

copy: Dr. J. O'Riordan

Mr.
Fylei '

r. J. T.
= xrr




The British Columbia Conference

THE UNITED CHURCH

PRESIODENT

REV. R. GEORGE A. MORRISON
7591 GRAY AVENUE, BURNABY, B.C.
V5J 324
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
REV. ARTHUR M. ANDERSON

OF CANADA

505 DUNSMUIR STREET, VANCOUVER, B.C. VBB 1Y56 — BB2-7556

January 9, 1998p7. OF MINES
AND PETROLEUM RESOURCES

Dr. Jake MacDonald, Chairman e
Uranium Steering Committee Rec'd .jhii 19 1978
Department of Mines and Petroleum Resources
Legislative Buildings

Victoria, B.C.

-\

Dear Sir:

We would very much appreciate receiving a copy of the written
presentation you delivered at the public meeting arranged by Denison Mines
in Clearwater on December 18th, to answer the public's questions relating
to the proposed uranium mine at Birch Island. Does the Atomic Energy
Control Board and the Department of Fisheries and the Environment and/or
other jurisdictions concur with your presentation?

During the question period it became obvious from the answers
to my questions re providing additional information that is missing from
the Stage 1 report (as outlined by Department of Environment commentaries)
that there is a difference of interpretation regarding the requirements of
the Stage 1 report. What action is planned by your committee to ensure
that the data required in Stage 1 is provided by the developer or the
departments of the environment, before the developer is permitted to proceed
to Stage IIz We are convinced this additional information needs to be made
available to the public, with a government-sponsored public hearing, before
Consolidated Rexspar is permitted to proceed to Stage II reporting and
certainly before a pollution control permit is being considered.

We would appreciate your informing us how your committee involves
other departments (tourism, recreation, health, etc.) that have legitimate
concerns re the development of any uranium mine (see our written submission,
copy of which was provided to you at the hearing).

Your early reply will be appreciated.
Yours sincerely,

e C e

Lois Carson Boyce
Chairman of Environment Cluster
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Mr. Mike Lewis

Outreach Consultant

The British Columbia Conference
The United Church of Canada
505 Dunsmuir Street

VANCOUVER, British Columbia
V6B 1Y5

Rocd  ail 161978
~ 1

A

Dear Mr. Lewis:

BRIEF TO THE PUBLIC MEETING ON CONSOLIDATED REXSPAR
MINERALS & CHEMICALS LTD. PROPOSED BIRCH ISLAND PROJECT

Thank you for your letter of 29 December, 1977 and the enclosed
material. ,

We wish to inform you that it is the policy of the regulatory
agencies concerned (one of them being the Atomic Energy Control Board)
that before the siting of any Nuclear Facility is approved, the possible
environmental and socio~economic impacts on the health and safety of
employees and the general public be studied in detail and that any
negative impact arising from such a study be minimized by the application
of proper siting, design and operating policies.

As stated in the undersigned's replies to some of the questions

asked at the public meeting held on 18 December, 1977, the AECB definitely
considers a meaningful public information process an important part of the
decision-making process. As a result, a recommendation was put forth to the
company (and this recommendation was agreed to by all regulatory agencies)
that they hold a public information meeting at the stage when the proposed
facility's impact would be studied. This would ensure that public concerns
would be studied and addressed in depth at an early opportunity.

We agree with you that all impacts must be studied and assessed
thoroughly before a decision is made to allow any industrial project to
go ahead. After all, any mine tailings (and not necessarily those from
uranium mines) and industrial plants which create liquid and/or gaseous
wastes, have the potential to release contaminants into the environment;
these impacts should be assessed.

At present, we are fortunate to have a well-coordinated regulatory
process in action involving all concerned federal and provincial regulatory
agencies, allowing a detailed assessment of any proposed Nuclear Facility
before a site approval is authorized.

P.O. Box 1046 C.P. 1046 /2
Ottawa, Canada  Ottawa, Canada s
K1P 559 K1P 559



Mr. Mike Lewis -2 - Our file: 22-C-99
The United Church of Canada 12 January, 1978 .

In addition to the initial public information meeting and after the
Phase II (detailed impact statement) Report is completed, the Report will
again be made accessible to the public for study and the public will be
‘afforded an opportunity at that time to voice any concerns or questions
which may have arisen. Approval of the facility site will be considered
only after all concerns have been taken into account.

Specifically, we wish to point out that results of tests so far
indicate that there is no acid generation problem with the Birch Island
ore and waste material; therefore, acidic water should not occur. However,
more testing will be conducted during the second phase of the study.

With respect to collection of detailed baseline data, please note
this is one of the main requirements of any environmental impact study.
As a result, you may rest assured that before the Birch Island project
(or any other possible project) gets off the ground, the baseline data
on ground and surface water in the area will have been collected and
analysed.

In the case of surface exploration work, there is no likelihood
that such work would result in any significantly increased release of
radionuclides and/or other pollutants from the explored orebodies.

The question of the morality involved in proceeding with the development
of the nuclear industry is beyond the scope of the Atomic Energy Control Board's
mandate. However, you must surely realize that the great number of professionals
involved in the regulatory assessment of any project are human beings and must
reconcile their decisions with their moral standards and professional ethics.
These standards and ethics are bound to be reflected in their decisions. It
should be kept in mind that any human activity will leave a legacy to future
generations. As previously mentioned, uranium mill tailings are not the only
source of pollutants; other pollutants are not measured in thousands of
years, they do not decay, and thus will remain forever.

Enclosed please find a copy of the Atomic Energy Control Act and
Regulations, and a copy of Licensing Guide No. 31, "Guide to the Licensing
of Uranium and Thorium Mine-~Mill Facilities", for your perusal. The
Licensing Guide should give you a better understanding of the regulatory
requirements and mechanics of approval for proposed uranium mine/mill
facilities.

Should you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to
contact the undersigned at Ottawa (telephone: 613/995-3181).

Yours sincerely,

Lbadsn B

A:. B. Dory
Mine, Chemical & Waste Management

ABD: jsm ' Facility Licensing Division
c.c. Mr. J. McDonald, Chairman :
Uranium Mine Steering Committee



URANIUM MINING STEERING COMMITTEE

PUBLIC MEETING: CLEARWATER, B.C.

BIRCH ISLAND PROJECT: CONSOLIDATED REXSPAR
MINERALS AND CHEMICALS LTD.

The Steering Committee would like to make the following
statement at the beginning of this Public Meeting. After a
review of the Stage I Report and the review by government
agencies, the Commiﬁtee decided that it was necessary for the
project to be outlined to the citizens in Clearwater and
;urrounding area, and their concerns on the technical aspects
of the project would be taken into account. The Committee
requested the Company to hold a public meeting in Clearwater
to explain their project and answer questions relating to the
project. The concerns of the residents in the area would be
taken into account by the Committee and would request the

company to cover this aspect in the Stage II Report.

Role & Planning Process

The Committee's main function is to co-ordinate govern-
ment agency reviews of environmental impact assessments and
to ensure that all standards and specifications set out in
various Federal and Provincial statutes are met before a
decision to develop the mine is taken.

The Committee is composed of representatives irom Federal
and Provincial Governments agencies with a direct involvement

in the environmental, regulating and technical aspects of



the development.

A. B. Dory, P.Eng., Atomic Energy Control Board.

J. D. McDonald, P. Eng., Ministry of Mines and Petroleum :
Resources, Senior Engineer and Inspector; Reclamation,
Stability pits dams, Environmental impact assessments,
co-chairman Coal Guideline Steering Committee.

Dr. J. O'Riordan, Environment Land Use Committee, Secretariat,
Assistant Director, Special Projects, chairman, Coal
Guidelines Steering Committee.

The Secretariat reports to the ELUC, a 9-member Cabinet
Committee which administers the Environment and Land Use Act.
This Act requires that all aspects of environment and land use
are considered before any decision on major resource develop-
ment is undertaken. The Secretariat is therefore responsible
for ensuring that impacts on land use, fisheries, wildlife,

recreation, forests, communities and heritage resources are

identified and evaluated.

Process

The Steering Committee has requested the Company,
Consolidated Rexspar Minerals and Cehmicals Ltd., to follow
a four-stage planning process, similar to the established
process of Guidelines for Coal Development. This précess is
applied to all major coal developments in the province.
Uranium mining being new to the province, that established
process used for coal would be followed for uranium mining.

1. Prospectus. A short document describing the location

and design of the mine and related facilities. This was



prepared in 1976 and most of the information is contained in
the Information Brochure prepared by the Company in November

1976.

2. Stage I Report: Preliminary Environmental Analysis

This report was completed in April, 1977 and outlines in more
detail the minesite, development proposal and the preparation
plant together with information on control of liquid and solid
wastes. The main intent of thé Stage I Report is to identify
impacts on the natural and social environment and to discuss
alternative approaches to reducing and managing these impacts,
e.g., locations of waste materials, general design of tailings
pond. In addition, the developer is expected to establish a
monitoring program to determine the base-line quality of the
waters and atmosphere surrounding the mine. It is not the
purpose of the Stage I report to detail the pollutioﬁ control
facilities and other measures required to reduce environmental
impacts as the final engineering and feasibility is not com-
plete at this stage. This is the primary function of the
Stage II report.

This report has been reviewed by the various government
regulatory agencies with an interest in the project, the
technical concerns expressed at today's meeting will be part
of‘the review process. The comments and advice of all the
agencies and public concerns will be reviewed by the Steering
Committee, and as a result, a set of specific directives will

be issued to the developer to ensure that the Stage II report



adequately covers those concerns. The Steering Committee

has already met with the Company to discuss the comments
received from the government agencies and these wili be
incorporated in the Stage II Report. The meeting with
company was held on Auguét l6th, 1977. A summary of comments
reviewed at the meeting can be obtained by respresentatives

of interested groups, from the Steering Committee.

Stage III
If the project is given "approval-in-principle" then
the developer must prepare final detailed plans for the

approval of specific license and permits.

Provincial Government

(1) Pollution Control Act: Permits for discharge of air
emissions and effluents.

(2) Water Act and Regulations: Licenses for use of water.

(3) Mines Regulation Act:
Section 10: Approval of the mining plan by the chief
inspector of mines. This includes tailings dam stability,
dumps and pit.

AV

Section 11l: Reclamation Permit Authorizing Surface %
The Act governs the health and safety of the workman,
in safety regulations, dust and gas exposures, radiation
exposures.

(4) B.C. Land Commissioners Act: Authority to remove land

from the Agricultureal Land Reserve.



(5) Forestry Act: Timber Removal.
(6) Land Act: Issuance of land leases on crown land and

issues for right-of-way development.

Federal Govermnment Permits & Approvals
The Atomic Energy Control Board has jurisdiction over all
operations where there is radioactivity. In Uranium mining,
the AECB has a review process for issuing permits. The
Steering Committee will co-ordinate the Federal and Provincial
review process to avoid duplication.
1. AECB -~ permits
Exploration
Construction and Development
Operational
Post operational

2. Environment Canada

Approval of project by fisheries.

tage IV: Project Implementation

Various Provincial Government agencies have specific
and continuing responsibilities during development of the
project into a producing mine and will continue to monitor
specific aspects of the project. The developer is responsible
for conforming with government regulations in such key areas
as air aﬁd water quality and surface reclamation. The same
applies to offsite facilities. Most intensive monitoring can
be anticipated'through the development phase, curing which

accepted guidelines to mitigate construction impacts are



enforced. Once operational, normal regulatory functions

related to adequacy, safety, etc., are implemented.

%;2%4222?25;542///

/3. D. McDonald, P.Eng.
-/ /Chairman
"~ Uranium Mining Steering Committee



December 20, 1977,

Sheila M. Moss,

205 Columbia Street,
Kamloops, B. C.

va2c 287

Dear Ms. MOss:

Thank you for your letter of December 7, 1977 outlining
yog: goncora for the establishment of a uranium mine at Birch
Island, B. C.

The policy of the Governmeant respecting exploration and
mining for uranium is the same as that for other mineral dev-
elopment in the Province, recognizing of course the special
precautions made necessary by the radioactive nature of the
substance. Comprehensive review procedures are in place for
all new mine developments and in the case of uranium, a special
Steering Committee has been set up as indicated in the press
releass attached to this letter which I believe you have already
seen. Provincial standards for safe mining practices, dust and
noise control, air and water quality, reclamation of the mine
site and other facets of mine development, have been in place
for some time and we have a long background of experience in
working with them. For uranium, the Pederal Government through
the Atomic Energy Control Act and regulations, sets standards
and requires approvals which the Provincial Government can
exceed and cannot overrule.

The Rexspar mine at Birch Island is still in an early
stage of the approval process and will be allowed to go ahead
only if it mesets the standards required under Provincial and
Federal statutes and regulations. In the approval process,
reports produced by the developer are available for review by
the public as well as by all Government agencies affected by
the development. You are also undoubtedly aware that the
company has recently held a public meeting in Clearwater, B. C.
to outline their project and to answer any guestions of inter~
ested individuals or groups.



Sheila M. Moss . December 20, 1977

I appreciate your interest and I am sure you will retain
an :ctivo concern in this development throughout the review
period.

Yours sincerely,

James R. Chabot
MINISTER

Enclosure

ERM/ph
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Decamber 20, 1977,

Jeanne Jodouin,

205 Columbia Street,
Ramloops, B. C.

v2C 287

Dear Ms. Jodouin:

Thank you for your letter of December 10, 1977 outlining
your concerns for the establishment of a uranium mine at Birch
Island, B. C.

The policy of the Government respecting exploration and
mining for uranium is the same as that for other mineral develop-
ment in the Province, recognizing of course the special precautions
madae necessary by the radiocactive nature of the substance. Com-
prehensive review procedures are in place for all new mine develop-
ments and in the case of uranium, a special Steering Committee
has been set up as indicated in the press release attached to this
lettaer which I believe you have already seen. Provincial standards
for safe nmining practices, dust and noise control, air and water
quality, reclamation of the mine site and other facets of mine
development, have been in place for some time and we have a long
background of experience in working with them. For uranium, the
Federal Government through the Atomic Energy Control Act and
regulations, sets standards and requires approvals which the
Provincial Government can exceed and cannot overrule.

I do not feel that a complete moratorium on the project at
Birch Island will serve any useful purpose. The proposed Rexspar
Mine is still in an early stage of the approval process and will
be allowed to go ahead only if it meets the standards required
under Provincial and Federal statutes and regulations. 1In the
approval process, reports produced by the developer are available
for review by the public as well as by all Governmant agencies
affected by the development. I believe the standards established
through the Atomic Energy Control Act ensure that uranium mining
will be permitted only where all concerns for public safety,
health and environmental protection are fulfilled., Further,
British Columbia will benefit from policies developed in éother
Provinces and will be subject to all Federal control for develop-
ment and export, will not repeat mistakes that have been made in
other jurisdictions, and can opt to limit nuclear development if
we are not satisfied that the interests of British Columbia and
its citizens are being served by any particular development.



Jeanne Jodouin December 20, 1977

I am sure that you are aware that Consolidated Rexspar
Minerals and Chemicals Limited held a public meeting in Clearwater,
B. C. on Dacember 18, 1977 to outline the details of their Birch
Island project and to answer any questions that interested
individuals or groups had. I would expect the company to continue
to inform the public of their progress and plans for this project.

I appreciate your interest and I am sure you will retain an
active concern in the Birch Island development throughout the
review veriod.

Yours sincerely,

James R. Chabot
MINISTER

Enclosure

ERM/ph
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December 20, 1977,

Mrs. Domini Stewart,

225 West 3t. Paul Street,
Kamloops, B. C.

v2Cc 1G2

Dear Mrs. Stewart:

Thank you for your letter of Decemxbar %, 1977 indicating
your concern for the development of an open pit uranium mine
at Birch Island, E. C.

The policy of the Government respecting exploration and
mining for uranium is the same as that for other mineral develop-
ment in the Province, recognizing of course the special precautions
made necessary by the radioactive nature of the substance. Com-
prehensive review procedures are in place for all new mine develop~
ments and in the case of uranium, a special Steering Committee
has been set up as indicated in the press release attached to this
letter which I believe you have already seen. Provincial standards
for safe mining practices, dust and noise control, air and water
quality, reclamation of the mine site and other facets of mine
development, have bheen in place for some time and we have a long
background of experience in working with them. For uranium, the
Federal Government through the Atomic Energy Control Act and
regulations, sets standards and requires approvals which the
Provincial Government can exceed and cannot overrule.

I do not feel that a complete moratorium on the project at
Birch Island will serve any useful purpose. The proposed Rexspar
Mine is still in an early stage of the approval process and will
be allowed to go ahead only if it meets the standards required
under Provincial and Federal statutes and regulations. 1In the
approval process, reports produced by the developer are available
for review by the public as well as by all Government agencies
affected by the development. I believe the standards established
through the Atomic Energy Control Act ensure that uraniuwx mining
will be permitted only where all concerns for public safety,
health and environmental protection are fulfilled. PFurther,
British Columbia will benefit from policies developed in other
Provinces and will be subjact to all Faederal control for develop-
ment and export, will not repeat mistakes that have been made in
other jurisdictions, and can opt to limit nuolear development if
we are not satisfied that the interests of British Columbia and
its citizens are being served by any particular development.



Mrs. Domini Stewart Decembex 20, 1977

I appreciate your interest and I am sure you will retain
an active concern in the Birch Island development throughout
the review period.

Yours sincerely,

James R, Chabot
MINISTER

Enclosure

ERM/ph
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CANADIAN ASSOCIATION OF INDUSTRIAL
MECHANICAL and ALLIED WORKERS

CANADIAN ASSOCIATION
OF INDUSTRIAL MECH.

AND ALLIED

5648 IMPERIAL STREET — BURNABY, BRITISH COLUMBIA, V5J 1E9 — TELEPHONE (604) 438-6211

AFFILIATED TO THE CONFEDERATION
OF CANADIAN UNIONS

December 7, 1977

ASSI;L.:!&M mgégm MINISTER'S OFFICE
RECEIVED
The Hon. James Chabot, ? ? r~
Minister of Mines and Petroleumﬂﬁesource G195 GEC 12 1977
Parliament Buildings, { REFERRED TO| OATE TNTAL
VICTORTA, B.C. D.M. PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS
cee VICTORIA, B.C.

Dear Mr. Chabot:

Our union represents the majority of open pit metal
miners in the province of British Columbia. Representatives of
our 2,000 miners have taken a firm decision to oppose the
mining of uranium in our province, The recent B.C./Alberta
Regional Conference was made fully cognizant of the adverse
effects on the health of the Elliot Lake uranium miners.

The Ham Report clearly pointed out that one of the
contributing factors to the high rate of lung cancer among
Ontario uranium miners was the failure of provincial and
federal government authorities to agree on a standard, and en-
forcement policy, We are convinced that the same jurisdictional
problem exists in British Columbia. The standards proposed by
the provincial Ministry of Mines merely propose incorporating
into provincial legislation existing federal standards which we
feel are inadequate, The proposed provincial standards include
no mention of the monitoring of radon gas or radium 226, Most
importantly, not only have the proposed standards not beccme

' law, they have not yet been seen by the legislature,

If these inadequate standards become law, what effect
will they have on the health of uranium miners? We are convinced
that the health of uranium miners will suffer as we are skeptical
that even these standards will be met, There is only one en-
vironmental inspector who will be able to conduct monitoring.

Yet he is unable to keep up with even his present workload. There
are supposed to be two environmental inspectors, However, in-
.spectors who leave the mines 1nspect10n branch are not being
replaced, | The inspection branch is presently short five 1nspectors.

If the environmental inspector is able to f1nd the time
to inspect the uranium mine, what will be the reaction if air
contamination levels are found to exceed the proposed inadequate
standard? The answer is unfortunately that probably nothing will
happen ‘to the company but the workers' health will suffer. The
enforcement powers of the mines inspectors are extremely limited.
They have the right to close an operation (rarely used) and the
right to prosecute, However prosecution is a reactive, not a

continued
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preventive approach, Many miners will have to be found to

be ill before a prosecution is likely to be successful. The
mines inspectors have no power to impose a penalty assessment
as the Workers' Compensation Board is empowered to do for
violations of its health and safety standards, This is a
preventive approach designed to correct problems before they
are allowed to produce sick or injured workers, And most
regretably, in spite of numerous violations of existing

air contaminant standards, to our knowledge there has never
been a prosecution involving a violation of an environmental
standard, If this pattern of lax enforcement were to continue
~ with a uranium mine in our province, the result would be tragic.

We are extremely distressed by the callous disregard
of the Consolidated Rexspar company for the health of workers,
Company Vice-President De Bastiani is quoted on November 26,
1977 as attempting to discredit the findings of the Ham Commi-
ssion and is quoted as saying that "if federal and provincial
controls imposed upon uranium open pit mining are too stringent,
the Birch Island proposal will not be economically feasible and
Rexspar will abandon the site'. In our opinion, any company
which fails to admit it made tragic errors in its Ontario
uranium mines and which puts forth no proposals to correct those
errors in its proposed development in B.C., is not needed by the
people of British Columbia. They offer us a handful of jobs for
a short period of time, in exchange for exposures to dangers
which are only beginning to be understood,

It has not been demonstrated that there is any safe
way to mine uranium at the present time., The onus to show that
a safe procedure exists is a heavy one. Neither the companies
that wish profit from production nor the governments who have
acquiesced in uranium development have discharged this onus.

We therefore urge you to use your good offices to
prevent the initiation of uranium mining in B.C,, until the
mining of uranium is proven to be safe.

Yours sincerely,

Cathy Walker,
Staff Representative,
CW:mp

cc: - CAIMAW Mining Locals' Health &
Safety Reps.
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December 16, 1977

Mrs. M. Thomson

4107 West 13th Avenue
Vvancouver, British Columbia
V6R 275

Dear Mrs. Thomson:

Thank you for your letter of December 1lst requesting
a public enquiry into uranium mining.

The Policy of the Government respecting exploration and
mining for uranium is the same as that for other mineral develop-
ment in the Province, recognizina of course the snecial vrecautions
made necessary hv tha radicactive natura of the suhstance. Com-
prahensive review onrocedureas are in place for all new mine davelop-
ments and in the case of uranium, a special Steering Comnittee
hasg reen set un as indicated in the »nroess release attached to this
letter which I heliave vou have alrea:lv gean. Provincial standards
for safe nining vwractices, dust and noisze control, air and water
quality, reZ’opation of thie nine site and othoer facets of mine
develonmant, ave hean in nlace for somne tine and we have a long
backgroun of axrorionce in working with then. Tor uranium, the
Federal Covernmment through the Atondc Tnaergy Control Act and req-
ulationa, sets standarlis and requires anprovals which the Provincial
Govarnment can axcaad ard cannot overrule.

I do not feel that a public enquirv into uraniuwm mining
in British Colurhia would serve any wgeful rpurrnosa, All the issues
have hean fullv aired in relation to similar developments in other
parts of Carada. “ritish Columbia will kenefit from policies
developed in other Provinces and will Le subject to all Federal
Contrel for development and export, will not reneat mistakes that
have been made in Ontario, and can opt to limit nuclear development
if we are not satisfied that the interests of British Columbia
and its citizens are bheing served hy any particular development.

The Rexspar mine at Birch Island is still in an early
stage of the approval process and will bhe allowed to go ahead only
if it meets the standards required under Provincial and Federal
statutes and regulations. In the approval process, reports pro-
duced by the developer are available for review by the public as

oo s 0> 2



Mrs, M. Thomson -2 - December 16, 1977

well as by all Government agencies affected by the develorment.

I understand that recently the Rexspar people have arranged a public
information meeting in Clearwater to be held on December 18th and
have prepared a brochure outlining preliminary details of the pro-~
posed development.

I appreciate your interest and I am sure you will retain
an active concern in this development throughout the review period.

Yours sincerely,

JAMES R, CHABOT
Minister
Encl.:



















































































































December 14, 1977,

M. Shipley,

2079 Viewlynn Drive,
¥orth Vancouver, B. C,
VI1J 2wW?

Dear Mr. 8hipley:

Premier W. R. Bennett has asked me to respond to
your letter of Novewmber 25, 1977 in which you have expressed
concerns for the potential development of a uranium mine at
Birch Island, B, C.

On January 20, 1977 I issued a news release jointly
with my colleague the Minister of Environment, the Honourable
James Nielsen which outlines the stringent requirements that
must be met by any uranium development in British Columbia
before the requisite permits and approvals can be granted.

You will note that my Ministry is represented on the Uranium
Steering Committee which reviews the developers proposal at
aach stage of a staged review procedure. To date Consolidated
Rexspar Minerals and Chemicals Limited have submitted a pros-
pectus and the preliminary Stage One Environmental Impact
Assessment concerning their Birch Island project. These
initial submissions have been reviewed by this committee and
comments and evaluations have been made known to the company.
These comments will be taken into account by Consolidated
Rexspar during the preparation of their Stage Two report. To
date no approvals hava been granted by either the Federal or
Provincial Governments to establish a uranium mine at Birch
Island. In addition, no such decision has dbeen made by the
company, nor have sither the Fedexral or Provincial Governments
received applications to this effect. The staged review pro-
gedure, established by the Federal and Provincial Governments,
is in place to ensure that any uranium development will be
properly designed to satisfy all public safety and environmental
concerns.



M. Shipley December 14, 1977

I understand that the company plans to hold a public
information meeting to raview the project and to answer any
questions of interested individuals or groups. The date for
this meeting has now been set for December 18, 1977 in
Clearwater, B. C. Additional information concernipg the
company's plans may be obtained from Xilborn Engineering (B.C.)
Limited, 1199 West Pender Btrest, Vancouver, B. C., V6E 2Rl,

I would hope that the company's public information meeting
will answver many of the questions that you may now have.

Yours sincerely,

James R. Chabot
MINISTER

ERM/ph
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Victoria, 3. C.

I am wost distressed thet tnere is any co.slderatioan to
wine uraniuxw on 3ircn Island. I would urge you.to use all
your influence to .revent such a development which can have
such & detrinentel effect on ocur beautiful province and its
people.
The tailings from ureniun minin; are radicective and arc danger-
ous for thousands of years. ‘lhe radicsctive dust pollutes thne soil
aad the river wich I understand is necrby. lhe dust also will float
throughout the air and threztens us all in 3. J., your own Tamily
includeds iiners are kaown to nave ned cancer after working in
uranium mines. Studies also are showing that low-radiosctive radia-
tion can be far more dangerous thesn ouns nigh dosage of rudietion.
For ull these ressons, I protest sny urenium development.
{lease dgwhat you cen to stop it.  Lhank you most sincerely.

Tours truly,

iNISTER'S OFFICE 777%
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December 12, 1977,

Reverend Glen J. Betts,

The British Columbia Conference,
The United Church of Canada,

505 Dunsmuir Streat,

Vancouver, B, C.

V6B 1¥Y5

Deaxr Reverend Betts:

Premier W, R. Bennett has asked me to respond to concerns
which you have raised in your latter to the Honourable Len
Marchand, Federal Minister of the Environment, concerning a
proposed uranium development near Cleaxwater, B. C. I am not
awvare of any previous request by you of my Ministry for
information on this project but shall be glad to comment.

I have enclosed a copy of a news release that I made jointly
with my colleague, the Minister of Environment, the Honourable
James Nielsan on January 20, 1977 which outlines the stringent
requirements that must be met by any uranium development before
the requisite permits and approvals can be granted. You will
note that my Ministry is represented on a Uranium Steering
Committee which reviews the developers proposal at each atep of
a staged review procedure. To date, Consolidated Rexspar
Minerals and Chemicals Limited have submitted a prospactus and a
preliminary Stage One Environmental Impact Assessment concerning
their Birch Island project. These initial submissions have been
reviewed by this committee and comments and evaluation have been
made known to the company. These comments will be taken into
account by Consolidated Rexspar during the preparation of their
Stage Two Report.

I understand that the company plans to hold a public inform-
ation meeting to review the project and to answer any questions
of interested individuals or groups. The date for this meeting
has now been set for December 18, 1977 in Clearwater, B. C.
Additional information congerning the company's plans for this
meeting may be obtained from Kilborn Engineering (B. C.) Limited,
1199 West Pender Street, Vancouver, B. C., VE6E 2Rl. This company
has been retained by Consolidated Rexspar Minerals and Chemicals
Limited as their consultants on the Birch Island Project.



Reverend Glen J. Betts, December 12, 1977

You should be aware that no decision has heen made by
either the Paderal or Provincial Governments to approve the
astablishment of a uranium mine at Birch Island. In addition,
no such decision has been made by the company nor have either
the Federal or Provincial Governments received applications
to this effect. The staged review procedure established by
the Federal and Provincial Governments is in place to ensure
that any uranium development will be properly designed to
satisfy all public safety and environmental concerns. I
would hope that the company's public information meeting will
answer many of the questions that you may now have.

Yours sincerely,

James R. Chabot
MINISTER
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Province of British Columbia
OFFICE OF THE PREMIER

November 30th, 1977 File No: 20-1

The Reverend Glen J. Betts,

The British Columbia Conference,
The United Church of Canada,

505 Dunsmuir Street,

Vancouver, British Columbia,
V6B 1Y5.

Dear Reverend Betts,

In the absence of the Premier, I wish to acknowledge and thank you
for the copy of your letter, dated November 25th, directed to the
Honourable Len Marchand.

The Premier is expected back in the office early next week and your
correspondence will be drawn to his attention at that time.

ooy

Yours sincerely, . | ASSISTANT DEPUTY MINISTER
’ : MINERAL REQURCES

' recp DEC 8'7H584

}
Patricia Paulsen {Mrs.) 'm 10| DATE | INITIAL
Administrative Officer
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The British Columbia Conference PRESIDENT
REV. R GEORGE A. MORRISON
THE UNITED CHURCH 7531 GRAY AVENUE, BURNABY, BC.
OF CANADA Vs 3za

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
REV. ARTHUR M. ANDERSON

505 DUNSMUIR STREET, VANCOUVER, B.C. VBB 1Y5 — 682-7556

November 25, 1977

Honcurable Len Marchand R E @ E ﬂ W E @

Minister of the Environment ROV 9.8 1977
Parliameant Bulldings - VNG
Ottawa, Ontario. N

PREMIER'S OFFICE

 Dear Mr. Marchand:

I am writing to you as Co-Chairman of the Outreach Department of
B.C. Conference, United Church of Canada.

¥e understand that Rexspar Mineral and Chemical Co. Ltd., a sub-
sidiary of Dennison Mines, is planning a uranium development near
Clearwater, at Birch Island, north of Kamloops, B.C.

We further understand that there are some serious questions as to
whether this company has provided adequate safeguards for the
handling of the uranium and for the disposal of potentially radio=-
active wastes,

We have written to the Provincial Government for specific informa-
tion regarding this matter and to date have received none.
Therefore, as a department, we have been unable to take or recom-
ment any action., I am concerned that this development be delayed
long enough for various interested public groups, 1nclud1ng
ourselves, to receive and respond to information on this mine.

If thare are adequate safeguards then there should be no problenm,
and thers should be no reason for Rexspar tc fear the public's
raaction. '

In this regard, we hear by this morning's news that your depart-
ment has issued a report containing some criticism of Rexspar's
plans, I would very much like a copy of this report immediately
for the use of our department.

Yours truly,

/it
Rev, Glen J. Betts

ecc: Premier William Bennett, Legislative Bldgs., Victoria B.C.

cec: Rev, Arthur M. Anderson, Exec. Secretary, B.C. Conference
CONFEREMCE STAFF

Con tional Life & Work — Miss E. B, Gamble Personnel & Stewardship — Rev. H. P. Coltins
O?:t?;:gc;: i- l Broadcasting — Rev. R. M. Booth Home Missions ~ Mrs. B. Carscadden

Camping — Mrs. 3. Haynes Audio-Visuals — Mrs. F. Yule Church Extension — Mr, E, D. M, Williams



Tha British Columbia Conference

PREBIDENT
REV. R. GEORGE A. MORRISON
THE UNITED CHURCH 75 GRAY AVENUE, BURNABY, BC.
B VB, aza

OF CANADA

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
REV. ARTHUR M. ANDERSON

505 DUNSMUIR STREET, VANCOUVER, B.C. VEB 1Y5 — 682-7556

November 25, 1977

DeniSon Mines Ltd.
3200 South Tower

Bux 40 . D.
Royal Bank Plaza. - S : E\? F F @

Toronto, Ontario M3J 2K2

Attention: Mr. M.J. de Bastiani ' | fQOV 28 1977
: ‘VicevPresident, Finance

(;énﬂ'emen:' o |  PREMIER'S OFFICE

Re: Proposed Rex Spar Uranium Mine

: A considerable amount of concern has been dlrected to our -

,‘comm1ttee relative to the reference uranium mine proposed for Birch Island.
It would be appreciated if you would provide answers to the following
questions to us, prior to our next meeting on December 8th:

1. Tailing Ponds, which we understand are to be located approximately
800 ft. from the Thompson River -

a) do you propose to recycle, clean up or reuse the
- effluent?

b) for how many years would your company be prepared to
pay the cost of monitoring and safeguarding these
tailing ponds?

¢) do you post a performance bond, qnd for how much?

2. Air Pollut1on -

a) what control equipment do you plan to install in the
plant?

b) what health insurance would you provide for your
employees? their families?

c) transportation of yellowcake - how will yellowcake be

shipped from Birch Island? what measures are planned

~ to protect the public? e.g., if by truck, would there
be a convoy?

R LN ] 2
CONFERENCE STAFF
Congregational Life & Work — Miss E. B, Gamble . Personnei & Stewardship — Rev. H. P, Collins
- Outraach — Broadcasting — Rev. R, M. Booth Home Missions — Mrs, B. Carscadden

- Camping -~ Mrs. 3. Haynes o Audio-Visuals — Mrs. F. Yule Church Extension — Mr. E. D, M. Wiiliams



Your cooperation in providing us with the above information
before our December 8th meeting will be appreciated.

Yours sincerely,

Lois Carson Boyce
Chairman of the Environment Committee
Qutreach Department '
LB: :
CC. Honourable Len Marchant
Minister of the Environment
Honourable William Bennett .v(/////

Premier of the Province of B.C.

W



December 7, 1977,

Robert E. Skelly, M.L.A.,
Alberni,

Parliament Buildings,
Victoria, B. C.

Dear Mr. Skelly:

In response to your letter of November 28, 1977 I
enclose a copy of the news release that I made 4ointly with
my colleague the Minister of Environment, the Honourable
James Nielsen on January 20, 1977 which outlines the string-
ent requirements that must be met by any uranium development
before the requisite permits and approvals can be granted.
In the case of Consolidated Rexspar Minerals and Chemicals
Limited, a prospectus and preliminary environmental impact
statement has been submitted which you have referred to.

In addition, the company has indicated its plans to hold a
public information meeting in Clearwater and I attach a
notice of that meeting. I understand that the date has now
been set for December 18, 1977 in Clearwater, B. C. The
purpose of this meeting is for the company to ocutline their
proposed project at Birch Island and to answer any questions
that interested individuals or groups may have. I am sure
that this meeting will satisfy many of the concerns of people
who are interested in the uranium mine proposal.

Yours sincerely,

James R. Chabot
MINISTER

ERM/ph
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ASSISTANT DERUTY MNSTERY
The Honourable J. Chabot, WINERM ROSEH AN
Minister of Mines & Petroleum Resources, '
Parliament Buildings, recp BEC §F7
Victoria, B.C. £ 03
REFERRED 10 DAYE | Iwerime |
Dear Mr. Chabot, o.n , ..w.wa.»]‘, S !
E &P [ é )

During the past several months I have received a
flood of letters in the Clearwater-Birch Island area seeking
more information and public input to the proposed development of
a Uranium Mine by Consolidated Rexsbar Limited, a subsidiary of
Dennison Mines.

After many requests through your department and
through the management of Dennison Mines, I finally obtained a
copy of the preliminary environmental impact statement for the
mine. However, preliminary statements do not appear to be helpful
in any way to the concerned citizens of the Clearwater-Birch Island
area who wish to keep informed of the uranium mine proposal on a

.continuous basis. At the present time it is both unfair to the

citizens and to the mining companies that the only information

i which seems to be available is based more on rumour than on documented
fact.

I urge that you instruct your department to ask that
the mining company set up a store-front information centre in the
Clearwater-Birch Island area so that citizens can obtain information
on the mine and on the subject of uranium mining and its health and
environmental impact generally. I would urge, also, that your
department commission an inquiry similar to that being conducted in
Saskatchewan by Justice Bada into the proposal to mine uranium at
Cluff Lake in north western Saskatchewan. If you have already had
proposals for input along these lines I would appreciate hearing about them.
I am sure that a public announcement of your proposals would go along
way towards satisfying the concerns of the people who will be affected
by the uranium mine proposal.

(more)
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I look forward to your early reponse.

Yo sincerely,

N~

Robert E. Skelly, M.L.
Alberni

Mrs. Anne Bauer, Box 555, Clearwater.

DEPUTY SMISTER M. & . &
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December 7, 1977,

Mrs. R. D, Lockhart,
Secretary,

Zion United Church,
United Church of Canada,
Armstrong, B. C.

VOE 1BO

Dear Mrs. Lockhart:

Thank you for your letter of November 22, 1977 concerning
the proposed development of a uranium mine by Consolidated
Rexspar Minerals and Chemicals Limited at Birch Island, B. C.

May X first point out that there has been no secrecy by
my Ministry concerning this mine. On January 20, 1977 a news
release that I made jointly with my colleague, the Minister of
Environment, the Honourable James Nielsen outlined the proposed
development at Birch Island and the stringent requirements that
must be met by any uranium development before the requisite
permits and approvals can be grantad. You should be aware that
no decision has been made by either the Federal or Provincial
Governments to approve the establishment of a uranium mine at
thia location. 1In addition, no such decision has been made by
the company, nor have either the Federal or Provincial Govern-
ments received applications to this effect.

To date the company has submitted a prospectus, which is a
general description of the proposed development, and more
recently a preliminary environmental study of the Birch Island
project. The latter report has been reviewed by officials of
my Ministry and by members of the Uranium Steering Committee
referred to in the news release. The specific concerns that
you indicate in your letter are included in the review process
between the company and the Uranium Steering Committee and the
company will be required to further review these areas in the
preparation of their Stage II submission.

It is understood that the company is planning a public
information meeting in Clearwater on December 18, 1977 in
order to describe the project and to answer questions that




Mrs. R. D. Lockhart December 7, 1977

interested groups or individuals may have. I would suggest
that you write to Consolidated Rexspar Minerals and Chemicals
Limited, P. O. Box 40, Royal Bank Plaza, Toronto, Ontario,

MS5J 2K2 for further details of the meeting and for any inform-
ational materials that they may have.

Yours sincerely,

James R. Chabot
MIRISTER

ERM/ph
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M.R.
Mr. Jim Chabot,
Minister of Mines, FlE =
Parliament Buildings,

Victoria, B.C.
Dear Sir:

We have learned of the proposed small "open pit"
Uranium mine on the Dennison Mining's Rexpar Property
at Birch Island, B.C.

I have been asked by the Zion UNited Church Council
to voice our concern about the proposed development.
Why the secrecy by your devartment on this mine? Are the
controls on Uranium mines adequate? Ts this the beginning
of Jranium mining in B.C.? What guarentee 1s there that
the waters of the North Thompson will not be contaminated?

We are most interested in you stand on this matter.

Yours truly,

'1// ) J

Mrs. R.D. Lockhart
Secretary.

MINISTER'S OFFICE
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December 8, 1977,

Janet McDonald,

3064 st. Kildas Avenue,
North Vancouver, B. C.
V7L 2A9

Dear Ms. McDonald:

Thank you for your letter of November 24, 1977 indicating
your concern for the proposed development of a uranium mine on
Birch Island by Consolidated Rexspar Minerals and Chemicals
Limited. I have enclosed a copy of a news release that I made
jointly with my colleague the Minister of Environment, the
Honourable James Nielsen on January 20, 1977 which outlines
the stringent requirements that must be met by any uranium
development hefore the requisite permits and approvals can be
granted. You will note that my Ministry is represented on a
Uranium Steering Committee which reviews the developer's pro-
posal at each step of a staged review procedure. To date the
company has submitted a prospectus and a preliminary Stage One
environmantal impact assessment which has been reviewed by this
committee and whose comments and evaluation have been made known
to the company. These comments will be taken into account by
the company during the preparation of their Stage Two report.

I understand that the company plans to hold a public inform~-
ation meeting to review the project and to answer any questions
of interested individuals or groups. The date for this meeting
has now bheen saet for December 18, 1977 in Clearwater, B. C.
Additional information concerning the company's plans for this
neeting may be obtained from Kilborn Engineering (B.C.) Limited,
1199 West Pender Street, Vancouver, B. C. V6E 2Rl. This company
has been retained by Consolidated Rexspar Minerals and Chemicals
Limited as their consultants on the birch Island Project.

Yours sincarely,

James R. Chabot
MINISTER
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November 2§, 1977.

AN OPEN LETTER TO:

| DEPUTY MINISTER M. & P. 1. |
Mr. Allister Gillespie, Minister REC'D
Energy Mines & Resources, ' DEC1 - 77.265]k
Ottawa s i
REFERRED DATE | Ay
and A.D.M. éﬂb A ﬂ/’
. ADP. I T
Mr. James Archibald, Minister AS.
Mines & Petroleum Resources, MR.
Victoria
and
FILE R

. Mr. Gordon Gibson,
Member Legislative Assembly,
Victoria

Gentlemen:

I have just read an article in the Province newspaper of
November 24th and would like to express my concern over the proposed
development of a uranium mine on Birch Island near Clearwater by
Consolidated Rexspar Minerals and Chemicals Ltd.. I have property
- not far from the area and have spent many, many days NMEX¥MXXX in
the area just north of Birch Island. I would be very angry if a
mining company was allowed to move into here for a short period and
destroy much of what is beautiful about the place and indeed the
most important heritage of this province - unspoiled land and space.
If a uranium mine is allowed to make this area unsafe for recreation
in order to provide only four years of resources it will be a crime
for all generations to remember. Please use your power and conscience
to prevent any unnecessary rape of the area. I understand that
we can not stop progress. etc. but there must be a system of priorities
and I would like to add my voice to those who value such areas
as Birch Island.A

Thank you,

Janet McPonald. )
3064 St. Kildas Avel.,
North Vancouver, B. C.
VTL 2A9

=
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Mr. E. ~. Macgregor
Assistant Deputy Minister
Honourable James R. Chabot,
Ministry of Mines and
Petroleum Resources,
BUILDINGS.

December 7,1977

Attached is a draft copy of a letter for Mr. Nielsen's

signature as requested in his note of November 21, 1977.

M

E. R. Macgregor
Assistant Deputy Minister

ERM/ph



DRAFT LETTER

December 7, 1977,

Mrs. Hilda Kellington,

Solar Alternatives to
Nuclear Energy,

Box 56,

Crofton, B. C.

Dear Mrs. Kellington:

Thank you for your letter of November 14, 1977 requesting
further clarification of the review of uranium developments in
British Columbia.

The Uranium Steering Committee, referred to in my letter
of October 24, 1977, is made up of officials of the Ministries
of Mines and Petroleum Resources and Environment as well as the
Federal Atomic Energy Control Board. The mining companies are
not represented on this committee but rather submit information
in a staged process to this committee for review and comment
prior to the granting of the requisite approvals and permits.

A public information meeting is being planned by the
company to present to interested individuals and groups an out-
line of their proposed Birch Island project and to answer any
questions that may be of concern. I understand that this meeting
will be held in Clearwater, B. C. on December 18, 1977. I would
suggest that you may write to Consolidated Rexspar Minerals and
Chemicals Limited, P. O. Box 40, Royal Bank Plaza, Toronto,
Ontario, M4J 2K2 for details of the meeting and for any inform-
ation which they will be submitting to the public at that time.

Sincerely yours,

James A. Nielsen,
MINISTER
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With regard to the attached correspondence, would you please prepare
a suitable reply to Mrs. Kellington's further enquiries, for my
signature.

Thank you.

g MINISTER'S OFFICE
RECEIVED
DEPUTY Mitiister 1, 4o ;

—— ¢ OV 25 77

James A. Nielsen
Minister of the Environmen

B PARKLIAMENT BUILCINGS
VICTORIA, B.C.
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Bex 56, Crofton, BC
November 14, 77

Mr, J. Nielsen, Minister

Dept. of the Environment

Parliament Bldgs. _ _
Victoria, BC C oy

Dear Mr. Nielsen, %D?

Thank you for your letter regarding your government's plans to
mine uranium in BC, I would appreciate clarification on one point,
though; is it accurate to say that the Uranium Steering Committee
is composed of officials of the Mines and Environment departments,
the mining company (Denison), and the Atomic Energy Control Board?

You mentioned in your letter also that you are planning a public
hearing on the issue., Which of the agencies involved will hold,
and have jurisdiction over, this hearing?

The press release you enclosed refers to public information
meetings that are required before the necessary AECB permit is
granted., Are you referring to these information meetings as the
public hearing you mention?

If not, would you be specific as to what sort of hearing this will
be? Will it accept briefs from the public? And will it be close
enoughsy at least for several sessions- to allow input from concerned
citizens here in the SW population centes, as well as from those
communities immediately affected? You may know that radionuclides
from uranium mining travel large distances, and that they are aldo
taken up by vegetation and animals, and so make their way into the
food chain, and present risks to all the people of BC,

In conclusion, would you please give us a projected date for these
hearings, and tell us whether you will hear expert witnesses?
Thank you.

Sincerely,

4 Kellei



Province of Ministry of the 4~ Parliament Buildings
British Columbir Environment ’ Victoria :
; ‘ , ;- British Columbia
OFFICE OF THE MINISTER ‘ kk rote VeV ix4
1
October 24, 1977 M.O. 767

Mrs. Hilda Kellington,

Solar Alternatives to
Nuclear Energy,

Box 56,

Crofton, B.C.

Dear Mrs. Kellington:

Thank you for your letter regarding the establishment of a
uranium mine at Birch Island, and your concern and opposition

to it.

I would like to review for you the position the Government
has taken with respect to the project and to indicate its

current status.

May I first point out that no decision has been made by either
the Federal or the Provincial Government to approve the
establishment of a uranium mine. In addition, no such
decision has been made by the company, nor have either the
Federal or Provincial Government received applications from
the company to this effect.

The project is in the propcsal stage and requires a full
evaluation and assessment before such approval will be granted.
A copy of the news release that I made jointly with my
colleague the Minister of Mines and Petroleum Resources,

the Honourable James Chabot, on January 20, 1977, outlines
the stringent requirements that must be met by any uranium
development before the requisite permits and approvals can be
granted. To date, the company has submitted a prospectus
which is a general description of the proposed development
and, more recently, a preliminary environmental study of the
Birch Island project. The latter study, which is of a
preliminary nature, is currently under review by the Uranium
Steering Committee.

As part of the review process you will note that the news
release makes provision for a public hearing which will
provide any concerned citizens the opportunity to make
presentations. It is expected that this public hearing will
be held this Fall at a suitable location close to the proposed

mine.



The procedures outlined require a broad review of any
uranium proposal prior to the granting of approvals and
stringent safeguards will be mandatory to ensure that the
public safety is protected.

Yours sincerely,

0CT 25 1977

James A. Nielsen
Minister of the Environment

Encl.
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Solar Alternatives

to Nuclear Energy
Box $# 56
Crofton, BC

Mr. Jim Nielsen, Minister
Dept. Of the Environment
Parliament Bldgs. 70 77
Victoria,B.C. ' SEP26 1977

Dear Mr., Nielsen,

We are very concerned about your government's proposals to open the
province to uranium mining. We realize it is a lucrative material

on the world market right now, and economic troubles we are facing

make it tempting to exploit.

However, the hazards of the nuclear industry are well-documented, and
the public health of the people of BC must be our priority considera-
tion. ' :

Uranium mining has caused lung cancer at exraordinary rates in urangum
miners for decades. The tailings are radioactive, and have caused
severe problems with public exposure to them in Ontario and Saakatchwwan
as well as in all other parts of the world where it has been mined.

Would you please inform us as to what sort of environmental impact
hearing your department is planning preceeding the possible opening

of such mines? We would also like to know what your department has

in mind for protecting the health of the workers and the general public
should such mines be allowed. And have you any specific plans for
avoiding the particular problems that have been encountered in other
parts of Canada?

You may know that the Saskatchewan government is now conducting an
inquiry into all aspects of uranium mining, which could provide us
in this province with a great deal of pertinent information.

Would you also please detail for us the locations where uranium has
been found, and what steps your department is taking to inform the
local people of possible environmental and health consequences?

Thank you very much.

Sincerely,

[ tec /\’Q“(’?’“Z.’w
/
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WHEN REPLYING PLEASE REFER

TO FILE No.

f

Attached please find photocopy of press clipping from recent
editions of local newspaper concerning the above proposal.

B. M. Dudas

Re: Birch Island Uranium Mine
Proposal

BMD:1lc
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cc: Dr. J. T. Fyles
E. R. Macgrfifprv”
J. D. MacDh d

s i ———— 8 o SS————

[ASSISTANT DEPUTY MINISTER
MINERAL RESOURCES

o DEC 1'77
REC'D g 449
REFERRED TO| DAYE | INITIAL
DM
E &P
GEOL.
INSP.
TITLES

\

FILE




'\ ,,1 ,«nLoo/lS Dp,l_t,
, oVe 2SS /77

Ras exposur e

By TERRY WEINS
Sentinel Staff Writer

Sery I~EL ,

There is danger of Birch Island residents being exposed to toxic radon gas if a
proposed uranium mine there goes through. -
That statement is contained in the official reply of the federal envxronment
department to a preliminary environmental study prepared for Consolidated
Rexspar Minerals and Chemicals Limited, which proposes to develop the open pit’

mine.

“The report from environment and fisheries Canada confirms the belief of the
people who are opposed to the mine that Rexpar’s plans are totally unac-

ceptable,”

said Yellowhead Ecological spokesman -Peter Jensen, an Ottawa-

appointed special prosecuter of the pollution sector of the Fisheries Act. =~

Jenson told The Sentinel this
morning that he received a copy
of the government report
Tuesday from Mario de
Bastiani, a mining company

* official who arrived in Clear-~

water - Monday to. talk

residents about the proposed

mine. :

! The Env:ronment Canada

- commentary says that Rexpar’s
environmental study has failed
to determine the effect of
radioactive waste on air and soil
quality, salmon spawning
grounds in two local creeks, the
North Thompson River system
and the domestic water supply
for area residents, said Jensen.

ol

The commentary, he said, |
also states the proposal by

Consolidated Rexpar to isolate -

radioactive wastes in a platic-

lined tailings pond 800 feet from -

the North Thompson is
inadequate and unsafe.

The tailings pond, said Jen-
sen, would be only 300 feet from
a nearby community centre and
450 feet from the Birch Island
public school.

As well as danger from radon
gas, he said, there is also the
possibility that radium 226 could
escape from the tailing pond and
reach the North Thompson
River.

The plastic liner that Hexpar -

says will contain the dangerous °

radioactive waste, he said, will
be only 15 milimetres thick, the ;
same type of material used to
line children’s swimming pools.

Radium 226, he said, collects
in the bones and flesh of fish. As
two area creeks are prime
spawning grounds for salmen
for the whole Thompson and
Fraser river systems,
“everyone who eats salmon will
be eating fish which has radium
226 in it,”’ he said.

Environment Canada’s report
expresses  concern that
spawning grounds in Foghorn
and Clay creeks, both to be used
heavily by the mining company,
will be damaged permanently,
said Jensen.

Quoting from the government
commentary, Jensen said that
“the report (Rexpar’s) does not
discuss in any satisfactory way
the impact of water con-
tamination on the domestic

‘water supply, biological com-

ponents of the watershed or the
consequences of radioactive
substances in the environment.”

More than 1,600 local residents
presented a petltlon Monday to
federal environment mlmster-

Kamloops MP Len Marchand

calling for a morat -
mine untj] a full Orium on the R

F”‘Imryhls held. o
Marcha
comment ’t’gl“’as unavguable for-

-scale judicial

{
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‘'worries feds

The preliminary environmental .

study for the proposed Birch Island
uranium mine fails to answer many
concerns about the project, says a

Dept. of Fisheries and Environment

report.

The report has been submitted to the
federal provincial steering committee
responsible for overseeing a two-stage
study of the proposed mine. -

Addressing itself to the completed
first-stage study, the Environment
Department calls the tailings pond ‘‘the
most critical part of the development
from this Department’s point of view.

“Unlike other mines where most
heavy metals and contaminants are
either removed in the mineral ex-
traction processes or discharged to a
tailings pond which can be reasonably
well isolated, the wuranium mine
removes only uranium while the
remainder of the contaminants con-
sisting of all heavy metals, including
residual radioactive material, are
directed to the tailings impoundment.

‘“This situation is further aggravated
because the radioactive materials
exhihit long-term effects.”

The report says ‘‘protection against a
maximum possible flood would require
relocation of the tailings pond to an
elevation perhaps 30 feet higher than
presently proposed.”

Doubt is expressed as to the ability of
the pond to contain leakage.

Atmospheric environmental effects

are also a concern to the Environment

officials.

‘“The report (first stage en-
vironmental study) does not address in
adequate detail the impact of air
emissions on the local environment,
Potential air pollutants resulting from
the proposed mining operations include
«dust generated during mining and
transport of the ore to the comminution
plant. This subject is not addressed in
the first stage study.”

It says the “dispersive capability of
the air volume at Birch Island is poor.”
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an ‘concerne

He said word has been received from close to the North Thompson River, and
residents who are concerned about the problem of Radium 22, whichisa -
possible contamination of ground water 'deleterious substance which has a
supplies in the community, which uses  danger-to-health life of some 1600
Island. a great deal of well water and the years.”

“I'm very concerned about it,andas  Supplyisfairly close to the surface. Marchand said residents also ex-

Kamloops-Cariboo M.P. and
Environment Minister Len Marchand
says he is taking a keen interest in the
proposed uranium mine at Birch

representative for Kamloops-Cariboo “Im reserving my opinion on this o oo concern over the amount of
an?i Minister of the Environ‘x)nsent, I've  until I've received technical data. Yet gust that could be discharged into the
been watching it closely,” said Mar. . '™ very concerned about the proposed ;. 4y, 1410 the milling process.
chand. location of the tailings pond being so ) -
‘““There are some st.xdles that are yet . . - B
to be submitted to my department, as
well as approval by the Atomic Energy
Control Board, so there are a lot of '
processes that have to be gone through .
related to the federal government.”
Marchand said he “has a good handle
on it,” and is watching it very closely. °
He also said a public information
meeting must be held, to be sponsored
by Rexspar, a subsidiary of Denison
Mines.
©_ “I hope to be present at that meeting
~ and hear the opinions of the people of "
Clearwater and the Thompson Valleys"
said Marchand.
The M.P. said the company is being .
asked to present information, and :
people will be able to voice their v
opinions. i
Marchand sa:d he is concerned about
the small amount of uranium that
would be obtained from the mine. . e
**1t would have a life of about four
| years or so, then the mine would close, ‘ ) ] B L o S
" he stated. ““And I've been told that the
" open pit concept will give a good return
- in relation to the amount spent to
process the raw material.”
He said it is probably an economic
windfall in relation to the effort and
cost of obtaining the uranium. - i
He also said first reports from
Environment Canada expressed | L ] B . - - ~
concern about the tailings pond. ““This
is also my concern, and I expectreports... . A : - e
from this mine, and other mmw m‘ ;
Canada, any day now.” . |
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Mine company
has strange Ioglc

The uranium mine war is heating up. A few months ago, some Clearwater
area residents were complaining that opponents of the mine should wait un-
* til there was more information available about its potential effects.
That information is now starting to come in, with the release of data from -
. the federal-provincial environmental committee’s report, and a report from
the federal Fisheries and Environment Dept. in reaction to that.

It's very easy to talk about uranium mines in a manner that scares héll out

of you with visions of ecological disaster. That's because the potentiai harm
is, indeed, very great.

Radium 226 and 222, waste products of the uranium mining operatic:
remain !ethal for hundreds of years. With the flooding potential of the North
Thompson River, and possible leakage from the tailings pond contained in
the Consolidated Rexspar proposal, peoplé are naturally worried.

Rexspar representative, Mario deBastiani shrugged off those concerns
last week during his visit to this area. He came up with the intriguing but
convoluted logic that people should not worry about dangers which are
going to last for several hundred years because people don't live that long.

“I'm .amazed at people who can project 1600 years from now,” stated
deBastinani. “To go ahead and be emotional about the half-life of these
materials is ridiculous.”

To the contrary, deBastiani's kind of reasoning is not only ridiculous, but
callous and dangerous. It's the kind of reasoning that has resulted in the
destruction of so much of our environment, to the point of endangering the
very existence of this planet as a place capable of sustaining life.

DeBastiani's assurances that great strides have been made in urannum
mining technology don’t really impress, considering the company’s plans to
put a plastic liner and a pile of sand between the deadly wastes and the
North Thompson River.

Neither is it cheering to know that, whlle the mine would employ only a
handful of people, the company profits would be extremely high.

The profits may be high, but the consequences could be extreme.

R
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Fight undermmed‘?

The controversy over Denison Mines’
proposed sod-turning in the Birch
Island area north of Clearwater broke

surface last week with the visit of a

company official to the region. And

‘from the look of things the issue will be

taking even a higher profile in the
weeks tocome.

A Denison vice-president, Mario

deBastiani (‘Iron Fist’ to the workers at

Elliot Lake), visited Kamloops and
Clearwater to do a preliminary “‘testing
of the water” before a proposed Dec. 18
public information meeting on the
proespective uranium mine. DeBastini
met with vocal, organized op-
posmon locally spearheaded by
Kamloops branch of the Yellowhead
Ecological Association (YEA) and
helped by such diverse groups as the
United Church and SPEC. _

Apparently general reaction®in the
Clearwater areaj especially in Birch
Island itself, has also been hostile.
However, there was an element in the
town that was warm to the idea of a
mine being developed.

This support has waned somewhat
because of the possible dangers and the
short life of the mine. The venture may
help Clearwater boom for four years,
but what happens when all the
Profitable uranium is gone? Who rents
the empty accomodation and buys the
extra consumer goods then?

In the past when the economy was
booming, there was always the hope
new developments would crop up. But
now, when existing industries are
struggling to stay alive, odds are high
that Clearwater would follow the dead-
end road of many other B.C. mining
towns when their booms were over.

Although mine protesters are getting
substantial support, at least some of
them are pessimistic the mine will be
stopped. As one of the ‘local YEA
members said, the only thing that will
determine whether the mine goes

) ahead or not is the uranium market.

If the uranium price is high, no
matter what the protesters or gover-
nments feelings are, the mine will
become reality and the residents will be
shafted, he said. However despite
doubts the governments will not take

- much credence in their opposition, the
mine's opponents are contmumg to

push the matter.

And in the same vein, they're takmg
deBastiani’s threat (promise) the

project will be grounded if opposmon
continues with a grain of sait.
Meanwhile Denison has offered to fly
Birch Island residents to its uranium
town on Elliot Lake, Ont. to view what it
calls a model town. However, the
United Steelworkers have diluted the
worth of that move, with a counter-
offer. They want residents to visit the
graves of miners who have died from
lung cancer and view a hospital ward of
retarded children, who are victims of
radiation poisoning, says the union. .

\ Although the early problems of Elliot
Lake are not applicable to Birch Island
because of new technology and at-
titudes, it says something when a union
expresses concern about a project
which would provide jobs for its
members.

The Birch Island proposal has been
the subject of news features from both
CTV and CBC and has been bantered
about on the local talk-show. Monday
the topic appears again when mining
engineer John Scott gives the other side
of the story with Doug Collins.

Tuesday at 9:30 p.m. CBC’s Fifth
Estate will look at environmental
damage done to a northern Ontario
town by an uranium mine. And in the
U.S., controversy has broken out over a
report which wunder certain in-
terpretation indicates hundreds of
millions of people could die in future
years as the result of increased
uranium mining and milling.

A U.S. congressman, using a disputed
report, claims emissions of cancer-
causing radiation from the mining and
milling uranium is 100,000 greater than
previously estimated. Rep. Clifford
Allen uses a study which says people
can die as the result of breathing radon
from tailings left over from uranium

‘mining and milling.

With the increase in the use of
uranium as a common fuel, the effect
will skyrocket, Allen speculates.

- The *“‘millions facing death’. angle
may be somewhat sensationalist, but it
does get a point across. Uranium
mining isn’t as straight-forward as
other forms of industrial development.

As the mine’s opponents say, the
government better be - absolutely
certain all dangers have been closely
looked into before any approvals are
gwen
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THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PROVINCE OF BRiTISH COLUMBIA



WILL BE _DESTRIYED

wWiTH B.C's FIRST

"OPEN PIT' URANIVI
MINE /







6  THE KAMLOOPS NEWS Wednesday, November 30, 1977

Len Stevens, director
district 3 United Steelworkers
of America, sent a telegram to
Premier Bennett today calling
for a judicial inquiry into the
proposal for an open pit
uranium mine at Birch Island
near Clearwater north of
Kamloops.

Stevens issued the following
statement:

‘“Our union which
represents uranium miners in

Northern Saskatchewan and
Elliot Lake, Ontario, is ex-
tremely concerned that the
people of B.C. be adequately
protected in any new uranium
development.

“The lung cancer deaths of )

uranium miners in Ontario
makes such an inquiry
justified. As this is a proposed
open-pit operation, the first of
its kind in Canada, the

government should satisfy the .

people of the province that the

mine is safe both for workers

‘and residents of the area.

“Our union will work in co-

operation with government
agencies and those groups
that have expressed concern
in this project. I will make the
services of experts in our
National Health and Safety
Department and Research
Department available to.the
study of the feasibility of the
mine from the safety and

environmental point of view
and our union will play an
active and constructive role in
making presentations to the
judicial inquiry.

““This is just as important to
the people of B.C. as was the
MacKenzie Valley pipeline to
the people of the North. The
federal government appointed
Judge Thomas Berger to
investigate the pipeline and
this project merits such an

inquiry.



By JAMIE BOWMAN

Ex-Rexspar mine manager
John Scott has come dashing
to the aid of the proposed
uranium mine at Birch Island
against what he calls “slan-
ted” media reports.

-

Scott, a mining engineer by
trade and the overseer of
much of the preliminary work -

on the mine-site from 1954-
1962, said the amount of
radioactive dumpings in the

_North Thompson River would -

-goes in?”’

be so miniscule as to not harm
the ecology in the least.

Estimating the river flow at
9,000 cubic feet per second, he
questioned “‘just how much
damage is it going to do if it all

“That’s a real little bit
going into a real large
amount,” he testified.

. According to him, Foghorn
Creek runs past the richest
uranium ore in the area, yet
people using water from it

have suffered no ill in many
years! -7ty ' S
B A . ) ¥

IRV

“When they talk about all
the terrible things that were
supposed to happen at Elliott
Lake, there have been people

know,
ranted.

shown.

too much against it.”

media by environmentalists.

TRAIL BLAZING

o dn W

using water from Foghorn
Creek for years..I should
1 lived there,” he

“Scott expressed concern
Denison Mines will not go
ahead with the mine if too
much public opposition is

“They’ll drop it like a hot
rock if Denison thinks there is

While claiming not to be
‘“crusading” for the company
because he has ‘‘definitely no
interest in the thing at all,”

Scott said he felt ‘‘someone
better speak against this
propaganda” being fed the
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By TERRY WIENS
~entinel Staff Writer

Birch Island uranium
“is very far away from
approved.” environment
er Len Marchand said this

ng. .

call by the United
-orkers of America for a
‘al  inquiry into the
‘lon is ‘‘premature,’’ he

»re are slill so many

s it (the mine) has to go
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through, that at this stage I don't
think it (a judicial inquiry) is
necessary.’’

Len Stevens, district three
director of the Steelworkers,
made the call for an inquiry in a
telegram lo B.C. Premier Bill
Benneltl this morning.

Stevens said in a statement to
the press th- *ung cancer
deaths of, ura miners at
Elliot Lake, Ont. make such an
inquiry justified.

", ."As this proposed open pil

operation is the first of its kind

in Canada,’ said Stevens, ‘‘the
government should satisfy the
people of the province that the
mine is safe for both the workers
and the residents of the area.”

Stevens said his union would
cooperate with government
agencies and concerned citizens

pups and ‘‘will make the

ﬁvices of experts in our
national health and safety
department and research
department available. to study
the feasibility of the mine from

the safety and environmental
points of view.”

He said the mine is as im-
portant to the people of B.C. as
the MacKenzie Valley pipeline
was o people of the north and

that this project merits the same

kind of inquiry conducted by
judge Thomas Berger into the
pipeline.

ALREADY TWO

Marchand said there are
already two commissions in-
vestigating uranium mining, the

Bayda commission in Saskat-
chewan and the Powers com-
mission in Ontario and that his
government will be looking very
carefully at their reports.

“I understand the anguish of
the Steelworkers and the people
up at Birch Island,” he said, but
still- doesn't feel a judicial
inquiry into the proposed mine is
necessary at this time.

He said that in order for his
ministry to approve the Birch
Island project, “‘we’d have to
be convinced that it was com-

pletely safe for both' the en-
vironment and human health.”

Calling the whole issue *‘very
complex,” Marchand said that
as the environment minister,
“I've got to try to understand
the technicalities. I know how I
feel emotionally about uranium
and uranium mining. I'm afraid
of them.”

He said the environment
department was very critical of
the proposed location of the
tailings pond at Birch Island, as
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it would be too close to the North
Thompson River.

Referring to the uranium 226
that would be held in the pond,
he said **you have to really treat
it with great care. You're
penning ‘it up for several
generations (half life of U226 is
1,620 years) and you have to
make sure it will never, ever
escape until it is harmless.”

Meanwhile in Kamloops, local
environmentalists opposed to
the mine welcomed the support
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archand rejects inquiry into uranium mine

of the Steelworkers.

“We have always felt as a
group that we had to bring the
information out and now it's
coming,” said Laverne I[sert,

local chairman of the
Yellowhead Ecological
Association. :

“Initially that was our first
position, that we want a
moratorium and a judicial
inquiry,” he said. ‘‘Obviously
we're glad to receive some
powerful support.”
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Dr. J. Te. Fyles,

Deputy Minister,

Ministry of Mines & Petrolaum T esources. November 30th 77.

Attached is & copy of a news release by Environmental Services Pacific
Fegion concerning "Environment Canada Commentary on Fexspar Freliminary
Environmental Study", which was forwarded to me by Mr. B. A. leskin, P.Eng.,
Director General, Pacific Pegion, Environmental Protection Service, Fisheries

and Environment Canade, Kapilano 100, Park Royal, West Vancouver, 3.C. VIT 142,

Je Do MCDonald, P.Eng.,
Senior Feclamation Inspector.

JDi: jau Y A/
Attache. k)/)/%/ %{/&//

| 20Pys Mf. E. R Mo gor, PeEnge,
5/éssistant De Ministere.
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OTTAYA- ENVIRONMENT CANADA COMMENTARY OM [REXSPAPAPRELICINARY

GCEIS, SAYS

ENVIRONMENTAL STUDY ONLY PART OF THE 7SS 5
LEN MARCHAND o | | »0 -
THE COMMENTARY SY ENVIRONMENT CAVADA SCIENTISTS ON A PRELIMINARY | .
ENVIRON¥ENTAL STUDY RELEASED TO THE MEDIA ON WOVEMBER 24TH 15 . -
ONLY ONE STEP IN THE PROCESS LEADING TO A FULL ASSESSMENT OF THE E
PROPOSED URANIUM MINE PROJEGT IN THE CLEARVATER ASEA, ENVIRONMENT §
 MINISTER LEN MARCHAND SAID TODAY. j o ?g
THE PRELIMINARY STUDY WAS PREPARED BY xanoéu'zmrxmaaqzm' 'E
LIMITED AND B.C. RESEARCH, OF VANCOUVER FOR CONSOLIDATED REKSPAQ; 4?
 THE company PROPOSING TO BUILD THE MINE R b
QUOTES »' - }«jfj\, e é
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*BASICALLY,
INITIAL, TECHVICAL COMMENTARY BY OUR OFFICIALS, AND WAS DESIGNE

TO ASSIST CONSOLIDATED REXSPAR IN PREPARING A FULL EVVIQOVWENTAL

'lePAGT STATEMENT FOR THE PUBLIC HEARINGS THAT UILL BE HELD: ,

| "MR. MARGHAND SAID: |
YOUR OFFICIALS PROVIDED THE COMMENTARY IN ORDER TO POINT OUT TO |

CONSOLIDATED RéXSPAR: ON THE 2AS1S OF THEIR PRELIMINARY STUDY

WHAT ENVXRONﬁEﬁT CANADA SAY AS~DE?ICIENCIES'HAQ\ALREADY BEEN

RECOGHI1ZED 3Y CONSOLIDATEDMD REXSPAR AND WERE POINTED OUT BY THE COMX
70 THE JOINT FEDERAL-PROVINCIAL STEERING COMMITTEE WHICH 1S ‘é
OVERSEEING THE PROCESSING OF THE COMPANY'S APPLICATION MR. ﬁ%
MAgCHAND'saxni B - - | ﬁ§ 
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LICENSING REQUIﬁEMENTS OF THE ATOMIC ENERGY CONTROL OARD AND

' THE COMMENTARY BY ENVIRONMENT CANADA SCIENTISTS ¥AS STRIGTLY

A WORKING PAPLR INTENDED FOR DI5CUS5INN DURING THE PROCLSS OF
PUTTING TOGETHER A PROPER, COMPREHENSIVE EMVIRONMEITAL IMPACT
STATEMENT. 1T DQES NOT REPRESENT THE FINAL VIEW OF ENVIRONMENT
CANADA ON THE PROJECT'. |

MR. MARCHAND SAID THE COMMENTARY WAS SENT TO THE CHAIRMAN OF THE
JOINT FEDERAL~-PROVINCIAL STERING COMMITTEE WHICH HAD RECEIVED
THE KILDORN-R.C. RESEARCH STUDY AND VHICH HAD ASKED THE FEDERAL

DEPARTMENT FOR TECHNICAL COMMENTS.

"* THIS 1S ALL PART OF THE STRINGENT SCREENING PROCESS THAT THE

.COMPANY WILL HAVE TO SATISFY BEFORE ANY MINE DEVELOPMFNT COULD BE

ALLOVED TO PROCEED. THE COMPANY WILL HAVE TO MEET ALL THE

THE METAL MINING LI1QUID EFFLUENT REGULATIONS OF THE FEDERAL
FISHERIES ACT» AS WELL AS THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PROVINGE OF
B.C, DR THE MINE WILL NOT 60 AHEAD, ' ¥R. MARCHAND SAIT.

' IN ADDITION, ONCE THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPAGT STATEMENT IS COMPLETEs
THE MATTER ¥ILL BE EXAMINED IN A PUBLIC HEARINGS, SO THAT EVERYONE
CONCERNED WILL BE ABLE TO PARTICIPATE IN A FULL PUBLIC AlRING L

OF THE RELEVANT ISSUES. vBEFORE THESE PUBLIC HEARINGS, THE

COMPANY‘S FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT WILL BE RELEASED'.

MR. MARCHAND ADDED THAT IF THE PRELIMINARY ENVIRONMENTAL
STUDY HAD BEEN THE FINAL STATEMENT, THE MINE PROPOSAL WOULD HAVE
NO CHANCE OF BEINS APPRCVED.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: MATT HUGHES~ OTTAWA = 997-144l

e
\} -

EPSPPACIFIC VCR

CORRECTION: PASE 2 = THIRD PARANRAPH = ATOMIGC ENERCY CONTROL

BOARD.

EPSPACIFIC VCR




AS8SOCIATE DEPUTY MINISTER OF

MINES AND PETROLEUM RESOURCES

PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS, VICTORIA, BRITISH COLUMBIA V8V 1X4

November 30, 1977,

MEMO TO: A. Sutherland Brown
J. S. Poyen
E. J. Bowles

FROM: E. R. Macgregor
Assistant Deputy Minister

Re. Public Information Meeting - Consolidated

Rexspar Minerals and Chemicals Limited

The attached notice was received from Mr. J.
Arrangements have now been made for the meeting to be held
on Sunday, December 18, 1977 at 2:30 p.m. in the Clearwater
High School Auditorium. Two independent moderators are
being considered to conduct the proceedings. For your

information.

E. R. Macgregor.
ERM/ph

cc: Dr. J. T. Fyles

Enclosure.

' THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA

D. McDonald.



NOTICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING

November 22, 1977

CONSOLIDATED REXSPAR MINERALS & CHEMICALS LIMITED

are presently making arrangements for a public meeting to

be held in the Clearwater area in late 1977 or January 1978

to answer questions that may arise from interested citizens.

As soon as the meeting date is set, it

will be advertised in the local media.
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FROM THE

DEPARTMENT OF MINES
AND PETROLEUM RESOURCES

VICTORIA, B.C.’ November 22nd > 19 77.

Re:

d

WHEN REPLYING PLEASE REFER
TO FILE NOuwuoeoeeceeareeeeencraneeneeas

Consolidated Rexspar Minerals & Chemicals

t

Please find enclosed for your information, the booklet

entitled, "Information on the Proposed Birch Island Project''.

JDM: jau

’Encl.

{ REFERRED 10

[ ASSISTANT DEPUTY MINISTER]
MINERAL RESWIRCES
Reco MW <5717
49

DATE

INITIAL

0.1,

nd

£ &P

EL Jt.

INSP.

TITLES

FILE
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Je De McDonald, P.Eng.,

- Senior Reclamation Inspector.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING

November 22, 1977

CONSOLIDATED REXSPAR MINERALS & CHEMICALS LIMITED

are presently making arrangements for a public meeting to

be held in the Clearwater area in late 1977 or January 1978

to answer questions that may arise from interested citizens.

As soon as the meeting date is set, it

will be advertised in the local media.

REFERRED TO| DATE | INITIAL
D.M.
E &P

GEOL.
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TITLES

FILE
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October 31, 1977,

Mrx. John Hillian,
Praesident, Xelowna SPEC,
Box 673,

Kelowna, British Columbia.

Dear Mr. Hillian:

This will acknowledge your letter of September 1l7th
concerning potential development of the uranium resource in the
Hydraulic Lake and Birch Island Areas. The Premier, the Honourable
W. R, Bennett, has also referred your letter of September 1l8th on
the same subject to me for my consideration and response.

I am enclosing a statement dated January 20, 1977 which
I made jointly with my colleague the Honourable J. A. Nielsen,
Ministry of Environment, concerning the exploration and develop-
ment of the uranium resource in British Columbia. Although this
statement makes reference directly to the proposed development
of a uranium mine by Denison Mines Limited near Clearwater,
British Columbia, it also sets out in some detail Government policy
with respect to the development of uranium anywhere in the Province.
You will note that the Atomic Energy Control Act enacted by the
Federal Government controls the exploration, development and
production of uranium in Canada. The Atomic Energy Control Board
has jurisdiction over all uranium activities related to this
mineral resource. Denison Mines Limited, as well as companies
prospecting for uranium in the Kelowna area, have been authorized
to do so through permits issued by the Atomic Energy Control Board.
The Province of British Columbia is co-operating closely with the
Federal Government in the administration of the act and regulations
concerned with the uranium resource and a Uranium Steering Committee
has been established composed of officials from the Atomic Energy
Control Board, the Ministry of Mines and Petroleum Resources, and
the Ministry of Environment. In addition a number of members of
our Inspection and Engineering Division have received special
training provided by the Atomic Energy Control Board and are
authorized to act for both the Pederal and Provincial Governments
in the administration of the Atomic Energy Control Board Act and
Regulations in this Province.



Mr. John Hillian -2 - Octoberx 31, 1977

The enclosed news release outlines the stringent re-
quirements that must be met by any uranium development before
the requisite permits and approvals can be granted. Each devel-
opment must follow a staged approval process, and at each stage
the requisite reports will be reviewed by the Uranium Steering
Committee and consultations will be held between the company and
interested Government Ministries. As part of the process leading
to approval, there is provision for public hearings which will
provide any concerned citiszen the opportunity to make presenta-
tions. 1In the case of Denison Mines Limited proposed develop-
ment at Clearwater, British Columbia a Stage One report has been
received and has been reviewed by the Uranium Steering Committee.
Should the company wish to continue investigating the project,
the company has indicated that they will arrange a public meeting
in the Clearwater area to discuss the project with interested
citizens. This would be in the form of an information meeting and
would be preliminary to any formal public hearings to review the
project prior to the granting of approvals. Projects in the
Kelowna area have not advanced to this stage and to date only
prospecting permits have been issued.

I believe you will agree that the Government of British
Columbia has taken effective steps to monitor and regulate the
development of the uranium mining industry in British Columbia.
Prior to any development taking place, there is a rigid schedule
of review and opportunity for public involvement in the review
process. I appreciate your concern about uranium development in
the Province and I thank you for taking the time to write to me.

Yours sincerely,

Janmes R. Chabot
MINISTER

CC: The Honourable W. R. Bennett, Premier

Enclosure
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| i ptember 17th 1977

| J.Hillian(Presédent)
Kelowna SPEC,

Box #~73,Kelowna RB.C.

Canadian Scientific Pollution & Environmental Control Society

INTSTER'S OFFICE |
bir.James Chabot, RECEIVED
Minister of wmines ana Petroleur tesourcces, .
Parliament Buildings, SEP§31l977
Victoria B.C.

) o PARUAMENTBNLNNGS
Lear Mr.lhabot: VICTORIA, B.C.

#e have been getting verv concerned lately about the prospects of uranium
beine mined near Lelowna in the Hydraulic Lake area.Not many people wknow very

mucn about the hazards surrounaing the mining of uranium «na there is very

}_J

ittle iniormati-n being aivulged about the compuny or companies invelved in
the erplerations,

We nave heard however of plansfor the develonment of urarism mines in the
Clearvater and Nelson areas.ln fact « groun called the Yellowhead Ecolnsicul
Association Las bheen forred hv the citizens of Clearwater for tne nurpose of
finding out more about the plans of a4 company thnere(lenison wines Ltd.) who
are trying to galn a permit to start a4 mi e at pirch island near Clearwater,
they are ursins thet sale miods Lo established dealing with potential hazards
to human habitations through the leaching of mine tailings and wind btorne
vuranium particles.

In the existing "Guilaelines ro: (oal and Mineral Exploraticn" in E.C.
published ty the provincial Ministry of :ines anu Petrolcurm lesources,there
are no references to uranium mining or the specicl cualities of uraniun.

another disturbing aspect of uranium mining is the technology that it
serves.all around the world neople are protesting against nuclear oroliferation.
Since uranium and its by-products fuel hoth unsafe nuclear reactors and des-
tructive nuclear weapone ,then there is reason to he concerned atout the mining

cf that fuel anywhere,let alone 20 miles from home.
Hyaraulic Lake and the surrcunding area are of great impottance to the

Mission Creek watershed which is the major watercourse that leeds Okanagan Lake,
THIS IS A RECYCLABLE PRODUCT
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In the event ol Okanagan Lake beconing contaminated,residents of the central
Okanagun would have to draw there water from areas like Hydraulic Lake.It would
seem prudent to xzeep the area clean!

In both Saskatchewun and Ontario the governments have initiated commissions
or inquiries to explore the safety and overall wisaom of uranium mining,ana in
beth provinces tine public wuas invited to participate.SPEC and the Yellcwhead
Ecological association are urging the B.C. governmeht to follow the lead of
Sasgatchewan and Ontario and becin & full scale public incuirv into uranium
mining,so tr.t the ne-ple livine in thne »notentiallw affected areas have the
oportunity to &gk guestions and ind out more about this verv important issue,
We are fo-tungate in E.C. since there are as et no operating uranium mines.

Now is the time tiat safety puicelines can and should te established ,and not

alfter the companies receive uncontested permits to mine.

Yours truly,
. gt ape
i HLaan
Jonn Hillian
(President,Kelowna SPEC)

MINISTER OF MINES AND PETRELEUM RESOURCES

TO: 9«7ﬁf91 —
INSTRUCTTIONS

{71 Wish to discess /[\4 ¥, pure renly for my signatufe.

[] For your infi:im tion, P vep e draft of reply.

[[] For necess .ty action. i dut.rn to me.

] Send me cepy i i Bly. [ o1 your commentsy

DATE: PRI ] o J




Province of British Columbia
OFFICE OF THE PREMIER

4
i

October 7th, 1977 File No: 31-2

Mr. J. Hillian, President, 'k""{;QM"g},}"‘é}i?"s'"asr’;F'T,EE'“ |
Kelowna S.P.E.C., ! eIV S D
Box 673, | LALJ&‘M45\ Y]
Kelowna, British Columbia, i e 11 STT

V1Y 7P4. \ ; s LU

PhrLtaMENT BUL ANGS
VICTORIA, B.C.

Dear Mr. Hillian,

Your letter received while 1 was leading an economic mission to
Europe has now been brought to my attention.

I am passing it along to the Minister of Mines and Petroleum Resources,

the urable James Chabot, for consideration by his Ministry.

Yours sincerely,

W. R. Bennett
Premier

1/

fr € e e et

OTY MINISTER

[————
o~ -

ASSISTANT

rec'p OCT 12°77

REFERRED TO| DATE | INITIAL
D.M. '
E. & P.
GEOL.
INSP.
TITLES

Parliament Buildings, Victoria, British Columbia V WR3
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September 18th iY77
J.Hillian (Presicent)
Eox 673,Kelowna B.C.

Canadian Scientitic Poliution & Environmental Control Society [R E @ E H W E @

br.Bill Bennett,M.L.a. SEP 21 1977
Parliaient Buildings,
Victoria,B.C. | PREMIER’S OFFICE

Dear Mr.Bennett:

We have been getting very concerned lately about th:z prospects of uranium
being mined near Kelowna in the Hydraulic Lake area.lNot many people Xnow very
ﬁuch about the hazards surrounding the mining of uranium and there is very
little information being divulged about the company or companies involved in

| . the explorations.

wWwe have heard however of plans for the development of uranium mines in
the Clearwater and Nelson areas.In fact a group called the Yellowheéd Bcolgg -
ical association has been formed by the citizens of Clearwater for the purpose

“of finding out more about the plans of a company there (Denison Mines Ltd.)
who are trying to gain a permit to start a mine at Birch Island near Clearwater,
They are urging that safeguards be established dealing witn potential hazards

. tc human habitations through the leaching of mine tailings,and wind borne
uranium particles.

In the existing "Guidelines for Coal and Mineral Exploration®" in B.C.

e
published by the provincial ivinistry of Mines and Petroleum aescurces,there
ape no referances to uranium or tne spgcial ualities of uranium.
Another disturbing aspect of uranium mining is the technology that it
~serves.all around the world peo?le are protesting against nuclear proliferation.
Oince uranium and its by-products fuel both unsafe nuclear reactors and des -
iéuctive nuclea; weapons,then there is reason to be concerned about the mining
of that fuel anywhere,let alope 20 miles from home.
Hvdravlie Lake and the surroundine area ara nf osreat imnartance to the
w.ission Creek watershed which is the major watercourse that feeds Ckanagan Lake.

THIS IS A RECYCLABLE PRODUCT
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'In the event of Okanagen Lake becoming contaminated,residents of the central

&

Okanagan would have to draw their water from areas lixe Hydraulic Lake.Ilt —
would seen prudent to keep the area clean.

In both saskatchewan and Ontario th: governments have initiated commissions
or inguiries to explore the sai'ety and overall wisdom of uranium mining,and
in both provinces the public was invited to participate.SPEC and the Yellow -
head Ecological association are urgin: the B.C. governmznt to foilow the
lead of Saskatchewan and Ontario and bezin & full scale public inquiry into
uranium mining,so that the peoplie living in tne potentially affected areas
“have the opportunity to as:i questions and find out more about this very im -
portant issue. Wie are fortunate in B.C. since there are «s yet no operating

uranium mines.Now 1s the time that safety guidelines can and should be estab -

lished,and not after the companies receive uncontested permits to mines
Yours truly, . -

John Hillian
{President,kelowna SPEZC)

A4

MINISTER OF MINES AND PETROLEUM RESOURCES

TO: é | & .

7] Wish to discuss /@ Prepare reply far my signature.
[ Fer your intermstion. {7} Prepare dralt of reply.
[] For necessary actiza. [ Return to me.

] Send me copy of teply. (] For your comments,
DATE: Q&7 //-77
’_%» C, z:) w\_q .?/\9—7—/\'32_/\/
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ASSIST/ . m*uw MINISTER
WINERAL RESOURCES

rReco SkP 19777

WHEN REPLYING PLEASE REFER TO

FILE No.

REFERRCD 1° | DATE ] INTTIAL —

DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND PETROLEUM RESOURCES

D.M. ,
st e - PEUS—— VICTORIA
E&P. 1 V8V 452 |
GEOL. : 3 o
INSP — 1835 Fort Street, DEPUTY MINISTER OF #i.- -
- A i i Bo . & PETRUL
TITLES ) Victoria, C. VB8R 1J EUM RESOURC:s
— September 13th, 1977. J'p o L7
534 P
FILE VO ————
‘ <E§3£D };Ei} DATE | %
Mr. Bill Storey, STS I A
West Coast Environmental Law Association, 3 D.M.} “5;“‘;ﬁ*f
207 West Hastings, Suite 1012, E Dfﬁ”“m“}‘~“r+yi:_
VANCOUVER, B.C. V6B 1H7 CR T
[ A Y T
. & P | i
Dear Sir: o - —_—
e: opose ani ine at Bixrch Isla G ‘_~_h___"_‘4 T
CLE
This will acknowledge with thanks your letter of September—tsty— —  —

enquiring about the proposed public meeting concerning the Birch Island
Project, to be held this fall.

The Uranium Steering Committee has requested that the company,
Consolidated Rexspar Minerals and Chemicals Limited, hold a public
information meeting to outline the project to all those concerned
in the Clearwater area. This meeting would be an information meeting
only at which the company would outline the project and processes and
be in a position to answer questions. The company has set this meeting
up and it will be chaired by a neutral chairman. There will be no
submissions requested from the public or associations or individuals
as this will be taken into consideration at a later date, both in the
Pollution Control Board and Agricultural Land Reserve hearings requested
by the Regional District. The tentative date for the public information
meeting is the last week in October. Advertisements will be placed in
the appropriate newspapers advising the time and location and date of the
public meeting.

If there is any further assistance requested in this matter,
please advise.

Yours very truly,
% ////// ,cz(,((.//
J, D. McDonald, P.Eng.,

Chairman,
(” Coal Guidelines Steering Committee.

JDM: jau

L//Cbpy: Dr. J. T. Fyles, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Mines and Petroleum
Resources, Victoria, B.C.



WEST COAST
. —ENVIRONMENTAL LA
As\fﬂ PEERGLQJM ;?éSOBRCES ASSOCIATION

Rice UG 171977 207'W. Hastings, Suite 1012
. ' Vancouver, B.C. V6B 1H7

/
/

7 5 684-7378

{ -
August 30, 1977. - I i

g ! — DEPT. OF MINES
J. D. MacDonald AND PETROLEUM RESCUARCES
Senior Reclamation Engineer
Department of Mines Ree'd  ~ 1 1977
Inspection and Engineering Division .
1837 Fort Street ’?ZéV
Victoria, B.C. -
Dear Sir: a
/

Re: Proposed Uranium Mine at Birch Island, B.C.

Our Association has been consulted by several groups of
citizens who are concerned about the uranium mine which
Denison Mines is planning to establish at Birch Island.

We have received information that the uranium steering
committee, of which we understand you are a member, is
planning to hold a public meeting concerning this mine

in September in the Clearwater-Birch Island area. We would
be very grateful if you could give us some information about
this meetiny, such as whether you will be accepting sub-
missions from the public and, if so, what form you would
like these submissions to take.

Thank you for yvour assistance in this matter.

Yours sincerely
WEST ?%AST?LIRONMENTAL LAW ASSOCIATION
<.

-
Bill Storey

PRINTEC ON RECYCLED PAPER



WHEN REPLYING PLEASE REFER YO

;Asswjﬁrir DEPUTY MINISTER -
{ MINERAL RESDURCES

- - N
pRi
THE GOVERNMINT 3¢
REC! D THE PROVINCE OF BRTiSH COLUMBIA

FILE NO.

DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND PETROLEUM RESOURCES

REFERRED TO| DATE | INITIAL VICTORIA
D.M. V8V 452
"E. & P.
- GEOL. B
?Ngi' 1835 Fort Street, : T"\-—wm—-m -
: Victoria, B.C. VS8R 1J6, DEPUTY MINISTER oF 2y
' September 13, 1977. .
T
- Y
FILE AR 7 j

Ms. Donna Goleman,
Box 4064,

R.R. #2,
CLEARWATER, B.C.
VOE 1NO

Dear Ms. Goleman:

Re: Birch Island Project - GConsolidated Rexspar

_r . T
— Minerals and Chemicals Limited. FILE

This will acknowledge your letter of August 31lst, 1977 requesting
information on the proposed public information meeting in October.

The Uranium Steering Committee consists of three people:

J. D. McDonald, Chairman, Ministry of Mines and Petroleum Resources
J. O'Riordan, Ministry of Environment
A. Dory, Atomic Energy Control Board, Ottawa

It should be noted that the Ministry of Environment consists of
Lands, Pollution Control Branch and Water Resources.

The public information meeting which is tentatively scheduled for
the last week in October, is a meeting which is organized by the company
at which time the company will outline the total project and amswer
questions on the project from those attending the meeting. This is not
a meeting to approve the Consolidated Rexspar Minerals and Chemicals Limited
Birch Island project, and before any permit can be issued both Federally and
Provincially they must submit to Ottawa a Stage II Environmental Impact
report and meet the requirements of both Federal and Provincial statutes
such as Pollution Control Board Permits, Water Licences and the Atomic
Energy Control Board Permits.

. o . /2
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I trust that this answers the questions which you have outlined
in your letter.

Yours very truly,
/f/%QZééﬁ;, >
4)J< D. McDonald, P.Eng.,

v Chairman,
Coal Guidelines Steering Committee.

JDM: jau

copy: Dr. J. T. Fyles, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Mines and Petroleum
Resources, Parliament Buildings, Victoria, B.C.

]
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MEMORANDUM rrom. ... J« Do McDonald,. P.Eng.,

THE DEPARTMENT OF

MINES AND PETROLEUM RESOURCES

PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS, VICTORIA, BRITISH COLUMBIA V8V 1X4

paTE. Sept.. 13/77 ...

RE: Birch Island Project - Consolidated Rexspar Minerals & Chemicals

— Limited,

Attached for your information is the following:

l. Letter from Kilborn Engineering (B.C.) Ltd. answering the questions

raised by the various agencies which were reviewed at a meeting

held August l6th, 1977.

2. Letter from the Chairman, Mr. G. G. Runka, of the British Columbia

Land Commissione

% J. Ts Fyles
Dr. J. O'Riordan
Mr. A. Dory
Mr. J. Brodie
Mr. B. Dudas
Mr. D. Smith

/ » :
- DEPUTY MINISTER OF mip=s

- TEC'D

il

. D. McDonald, P.Eng.,
Chairman,
Coal Guidelines Steering Committee.

& PETROLEUM RESOURC.S

“FERRED
R

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA



Bl‘itiSh - —Telephone (604) 2945211
Columbia
Land Commission 4333 Ledger Avenue, Burnaby, B.C., V5G 3T3

22 August 1977

DEPT. OF MINES
AND PETROLEUM RESOURCES

Rec'd AUG 251977

Mr. J. D. McDonald fzzgzﬁh
Uranium Steering Committee b, ¥
Ministry of Mines and Petroleum Resources //
Parliament Buildings [
Victoria, B.C. /

Dear Mr. McDhonald:

Re: Preliminary Environmental Study of
the proposed Birch Island Project

Please excuse the delay in writing to you with respect to the above -

proposed project. I will combine my remarks to the effects of the

project on agriculture within the Agricultural Land Reserve. First.

of all, it should be indicated that the agricultural capability
rating of the area immediately affected by the proposed tailings
pond and plant site falls within 60% class 2 and 40% class 5. How-
ever, with the application of water to the land the class 2 land
can be increased to 60% class 1. The acreage indicated in the
study for exclusion from the Agricultural Land Reserve is approxi-
mately 52 acres. However, it appears that 75-80 acres would be
involved if the immediate area surrounding the plant and tailings

" pond are to be considered.

Because of the predominantly fine textured and highly perimeable
soils of the area it is of concern that any high consentrations
located in the tailings pond of the various elements (€.g. i
magneseum, cobaltaand nickel) plus other more toxic chemical com-~

pounds and possible gases could have on the surrounding agricultural

" land. Perhaps even more: important is the possibility of a leaching
effect through these fine textured soils into the North Thompson
River system and the subsequent use of the downstream waters for

irrigation purposes for crop production. The above must be explored

in detail.

continued...




- - -

The area surrounding Birch Island indicates approximately 17 inches

as an average precipitation. In order to have adequate water avail-
able and at the right time for crop production, the Commission

would like to see explored in detail the provision of an irrigation 17
water supply system for the land within the Agricultural Land

Reserve surrounding the proposed project. In other words, with the
irrigation waters made available crop production particularly for
forage crops could be intensified to a greater degree than at

present.

It should be made clear to'the company involved that an application
under the Land Commission Act would have to be made through the
Regional District.

I trust the above observations will be of assistance to you.

Yours very truly

Gl e

G. G. Runka
Chairman

- GA/js
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KINUESBORN]

Kilborn Engineering (B.C.) Ltd./ 1199 W. Pender, Vancouver, Canada V6E 2R 1. Telex: 04-507734, Tel: CRENNNGSNRE
{604) 669-8811

August 23, 1977

DEPT. OF MINES
Mr. J.D. McDonald, P. Eng. AND PETROLEUM RESOURCES

Senior Inspector of Mines - Reclamatio .
Department of Mines and Petroleum Resolkess [AUG 25 1977
Inspection and Engineering Division

-

1835 Fort Street (4l”
Victoria, B.C. /

VB8R 136

Dear Sir:

Re: Consolidated Rexspar Minerals & Chemicals Limited
Birch Island Project

This letter is in response to the letters from the various governmental
departments which you had forwarded to Consolidated Rexspar Minerals

& Chemicals Limited and were reviewed at the meeting in your offices
on August 16, 1977 with your department representatives.

The comments were made to the "Preliminary Environmental Study of the-
Birch Island Project" which was issued to the Deputy Minister of Mines
on June 1, 1977. We have taken each letter and its' related item
number in sequence.

Pollution Control Branch letter of July 24, 1977

1. Mr. Barker of A.H. Ross & Associates stated that the process was
not finalized as yet and indications are that there will be a
negative solution balance. The overall balance depends on the
precipitation - evaporation figures which are to be collected.
The results will appear in the Stage II Report.

2. Consolidated Rexspar does not feel that a liner is necessary,
however, further acid generation tests will be conducted by
Lakefield Research to confirm favourable B.C.R. results.

3. Design and location of the barium chloride treatment works will
be outlined in the Stage II Report.

4. An engineering analysis of tailings management liners will be
summarized in the Stage II Report.

5. No problems are anticipated as this is an open pit mine. Water
will probably be re-used in the process.

Continued Page 2 . . .

“



KILEORN]

Page 2

6. It was ééreed that vanadium should be monitored, however, both
nickel and cobalt are below detection limits.

7. A.H. Ross & Associates are recommending Mg0 precipitation rather
than ammonia (which appeared on drawing 7154-10-2).

8. More acid generation testswill be conducted.

Atomic Energy Control Board letter of July 13, 1977

1.

(Yo} oo ~ (o)} ol
. . . . .

11.
12.
13.
14.

Mr. Dory explained that this item related to preventing public
access. This point is to be reviewed and reported in the
Stage II Report.

Calculations will appear in the Stage II Report.

This is covered under another letter.

Maximum spillage would be 1800 gallons. A more detailed description
of the monitoring would be covered in the Stage II Report.

Lighting of the pits is covered by the B.C. Mines Regulation Act.
This will appear in the Stage II Report.

As 6 above

As 3 above

As 6 above

A monitoring schedule would be submitted for approval by PCB and
Environment Canada.

As 6 above
As 3 above
As 3 above
Mr. Allen stated that B.C.R. used the Saskatchewan method. Mr. Dory

suggested Environmental Canada's Edmonton Branch be contacted.
Mr. Allen is to review with Mr. Jim Rowley of that office.

Continued Page 3 . . .
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Page 3

15. Mr. Barker stated that conventional wisdom is that organics
report with solids. Mr. Mitchell will check with U.S. source
for research results. When this information is received, he
will forward it to your department.

16. As 6 above

17. This is to be defined later when the process has been firmed.

Provincial Archeologist Office letter of July 11, 1977

B.C. Research will include this department comments and results in
the Stage II Report.

Planning Division letter of July 8, 1977

No comment

Department of Labour letter of June 30, 1977

The steering committee is to meet with this department in an attempt to
understand their position. Mr. de Bastiani stated that a 200 man work
force is working at Denison Mines under a B.C. Contractor.

Reclamation Advisory Committee letter of July 18, 1977

The Stage II Report will include engineering design regarding the 200 year
flood level.

Further discussions were carried out regarding the reclamation of the
tailings. Mr. McDonald stated that work would have to be carried out
on revegetation. Suggested plot size was 20'x50°'.

Mr. Brodie on the PCB recommended that application for permits should
be made to his deparmtent at an early date. Mr. de Bastiani stated
that the process was not final and Mr. Brodie reiterated that approval
would take about one year and changes to the permits could be made at
any time.

Continued Page 4 . . .
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Page 4

Mr. McDonald stated that comments from other governmental departments
will be forthcoming and copies will be forwarded to Consolidated
Rexspar Minerals and Chemicals Limited when they are received. These
will be responded to upon review by Rexspar.

If you require any further clarification on any of the points noted
above, please do not hesitate to contact. We wish to thank all the

departments present and Mr. Dory of the AECB for the time which was
given us to discuss the project.

Yours truly,
KILBORN ENGINEERING (B.C.) LTD.

R.C. Get®y, P. Eng.
RCG/kw

cc: Mr. J. de Bastiani - Consolidated Rexspar Minerals & Chemicals Limited
Mr. Barker - A.H. Ross & Associates

Mr. I. Allen - B.C. Research




«..FROM B, M. Du.as

TO W. C. Robinson, J. D, McDonald

.......... . THE DEPAHTMENT OF

L :
PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS VICTORIA BRITISH COLUMBIA VBV 1X4

101, 2985 Airport Drive, Kamloops, B. C.

pateAugust 18, 1977

Re: R.M.C. & Rexspar Meeting, Aug. 18/77.

As per our conversation of August 17, 1977 I attended the above
meeting which was hastily called on August 16.

The following persons attended the meeting.

Jim Ryder--Agriculture

Don Smuin--Water Rights

Al Dixon--Forestry

Al Stephens--Pollution Control

Denis Podmore-~Parks

Doug Snider--Lands

Bill Dudas--Mines

M. J. de Bastiani--President, Cons. Rexspar

Ron C. Getty--Manager, Kilbourn Eng. (B.C.) Ltd.

The informal meeting was chaired by B. M. Dudas.

Mr. de Bastiani reviewed the history of Birch Island and explained
that the proposed project is in its infancy and perhaps it was premature to
talk about tentative start up.

At present it looks more like 1979 or 1980, if the economics are
favourable. Apparently to bring the property into production the capital
requirement is in the neighbourhood of $25,000,000 and the total anticipated
U308 is only:2,000,000 1bs.

Mr. de Bastiani was not sure when an information hearing should be
held. The persons present suggested that he should proceed with a public
information meeting in the Clearwater area as soon as possible. Mr. de Bastiani
questioned the role of the R.M.C. vs the Regional District. He was wondering
if he will have to deal with five governments or only four in addition to the
various agencies of each governmental department. The answer he received was
non-committal.

Later in the day I introduced Mr. de Bastiani tothe Assistant Planner
of the Thompson-Nicola Regional District. Unfortunately, the chairman of the
Regional District, Mr. Winters and the Director of Planning, Mr. Virdi were
out of town. It would appear certain rezoning may be required in the Birch

REBEIVE])
AUG 22 1977

DEPARTMENT DFQAQIEQ a THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA
PETROLEUM RESCURCES




W. C. Robinson
August 18, 1977
Page 2

Island area from rural to industrial if and when the majority of the problems
are solved.

On the afternoon of August 18, 1977 Messrs. de Bastiani and Getty
had a meeting with the local news media and were hoping to interest either
Mr. Blakey from the NL station or Mr. Carter from the CFJC station to chair
the anticipated public information meeting of Clearwater in September or

A o,

B. M. Dudas

1c
cc: E. R. Macg or «
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John Brodie
Aladar B. Dory
J. 0'Riordan
John Davenport

Ron Getty

M. J. de Bastiani

Jack Mitchell
Vern Barker
Ian Allen

J. D. McDonald
W. C. Robinson
J. T. Fyles

E. R. Macgregor

Consolidated Rexspar Ltd. Meeting

August 16, 1977

Pollution Control Branch
Atomic Energy Control Board
E.L.U.C. Secretariat
Kilborn

Kilborn

Consolidated Rexspar
Kilborn

A.H. Ross & Associates
B.C. Research Council
Ministry of Mines
Ministry of Mines
Ministry of Mines

Ministry of Mines

387-5321

613-995-3181

387-5709

669-8811

669-8811

416-865-1991

669-8811

416-366-1653

224~4331

387-3179

387-3781

387-6242

387-5489



August 17, 1977,

Mr. and Mrs. John 8. Ronacher,
Box 432,

Clearwater, B. C.

VOE 1NO

Dear Rr. and Mrs. Ronacher:

Thank you for your letter of August 2, 1977 expressing yourx
concern for the establishment of a uranium mine at Birxch Island.
I would like to review with you the steps this Government has
taken in establishing conditions for the development of uranium
mines in British Columbia and to indicate the current status of
the Birch Island project.

May I first point out that no decision has been made by
either the PFederal or Provincial Government to approve the
establishment of a uranium mine at Birch Island. In addition,
no such decision has been made by the company nor have either the
Federal or Provincial Government received applications from the
company to this effect.

The project is in the proposal stage and requires a full
evaluation and assessmant bafore such approvals will be granted.
A copy of the news release that I made jointly with my colleague
the Minister of Environment, The Honourable Jamas Nielsen, on
January 20, 1977 outlines the stringent requirements that must
be met by any uranium development before the requisite permits
and approvals can be granted. To date the company has submitted
a prospectus which is a general description of the proposed
development and more recently, a preliminary environmental study
of the Birch Island project. The latter report is currently
under review by officials of my Ministry and by members of the
Uranium Steering Committee referred to in my news release.

Many of the concerns that you have raised will be under discussion

by these groups.



My, and Mrs. J. 8. Ronacher August 17, 1977

In your letter you have made reference to Kilborn Engineering
(B.C.) Limited as the author of the Environmental Study of the
Birch Island project. It should be noted that the report clearly
states that the environmental and socio-economic impacts as
described in Sections 4 and 6 of the report were prepared by
- B. C. Research and not by Kilborn Engineering. The latter firm
was concerned with the technical aspects of the project and the
proposed environmental control that would be installed.

As part of ‘the review process you will note that the news
release makes provision for public hearings which will provide
any concerned citizen the opportunity to make presentations. I
expect that following the review of the Uranium Steering Committee
and assuming that the company wishes to continue investigating the
project, that public meetings will be arranged at which such
presentations may be made.

8incerely yours,

James R. Chabot
MINISTER

ERM/ph

bece: M. J. De Bastiani
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August 17, 1977,

Mr. and Mrs. James Therres,
Box 3402,

R. R. #2 Clearwater, B. C.
VOE 1NO

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Therres:

This will acknowledge your recent letter to Premier W. R,
Pennett concerning the proposed uranium mine at Birch Island,
B. C. I would like to outline this Government's position
concexrning the current status of the Birch Island project.

May I first point out that no decision has been made by
either the Pederal or the Provincial Government to approve the
establishment of a uranium mine at Birch Island. In addition,
no such decision has been made by the company, nor have either
the Federal or Provincial Government received applications
from the company to this effect.

The project is in the proposal stage and requires a full
evaluation and assessment bafore such approvals will be granted.
A copy of a news release that I made jointly with my colleague
the Minister of Environment, The Honourable James Nielsen, on
January 20, 1977 outlines the stringent requirements that must
be met by any uranium development beafore the requisite permits
and approvals can be granted. To date the company has submitted
a prospectus which is a general description of the proposed
development and more recently, a preliminary environmental study
of the Birch Island project. The latter study is currently under
review by officials of my Ministry and by members of the Uranium
Stearing Committee. Many of the concerns that you have raised
in your letter are being oconsidered during this evaluation.

As part of the review process you will note that the news
release makes provision for public hearing which will provide
any concerned citizen the opportunity to make presentations.



Mr. and Mrs. J. Therres August 17, 1977

It is expected that following the review by the Uranium
Steering Committee and assuming that the company plans to
continue investigation of the project, provision will be made
for a public meeting where your concerns will be registered.

Sincerely yours,

James R. Chabot
MINISTER

ERM/ph

bcc: M. J. De Bastiani
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August 17, 1977,

Miss Marcia L. Wedeking,
General Delivery,
Clearwater, B. C.

Dear Miss Wedeking:

Thank you for your letter of July 31, 1977 outlining your
concern and opposition to the establishment of a uranium mine
at Birch Island, B. C. I would like to review for you the
position the Government has taken with respect to the project
and to indicate its current status.

May I first point out that no decision has been made by
either the Federal or the Provincial Government to approve the
extablishment of a uranium mine. 1In addition, no such decision
has been made by the company, nor have either the Federal or
Prgvingial Governnent received applications from the company to
this effect.

The project is in the proposal stage and regquires a full
evaluation and assessment before such approvals will be granted.
A copy of the news release that I made jointly with my colleague
the Minister of Environment, The Honourable James Nielsen, on
January 20, 1977 outlines the stringent requirements that must
be met by any uranium development before the requisite permits
and approvals can be granted. To date the company has submitted
a prospectus which is a general description of the proposed
davelopment and more recently, a preliminary environmental study
of the Birch Island project. The latter study which is of a
preliminary nature is currently under review by the Uranium
Steering Committea. It is expected that a meeting between the
company and the Uranium Steering Committee will be held following
completion of this review to discuss in more detail various
aspects of the project.



Miss Marcia L. Wedeking August 17, 1977

As part of the review process you will note that the news
release makes provision for a public hearing which will provide
any concern citizens the opportunity to make presentations. I
believe you will agree that the procedures outlined require a
broad review of any uranium proposal prior to the granting of
approvals and that stringent safeguards will be undertaken to
ensure that the public safety is protected. ,

Sincerely yours,

James R. Chabot
MINISTER

ERM/ph

bece: M.J. De Bastiani
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Denison mines, in cooperatiuh with the Departncnt of
Mines of Briuvish Columbia, plans to build B.C.'s tirst
uranium mine and processing plant at Birch Island jusc
north of Clearwater in the North Thompson valley. This
project has Leen shrouded in secrecy. To date very little
“information H&s been made available and no public de¢bate,
let alcne participation, has been provided for by the B.C.
government. In the meantime recent statements made by
officials of the Thempson Nicola Regional District indicate
that the project may have alredd/ been given approval. If
this mine, and any future uranium mines, are in the best
interests of trie people of B.C. why 1s there no public dis-
closure and debate?

We live in a world where more and more decisians akout
the future well-being of our communities are made not by the
people directly affected and living in thos. communities
but by governmencs and large corgoraticons acting inu thelr
own interests. The time is long overdue when the peonle who
ultimately must live with the consequences ¢of these decisions
should

(1.) be provided with more than enough information
about the alternatives available and the personal,
social and environmental costs and benefits asscc-
iated with each alternative and

(2.) Dbe given the right to participate in the decision
making process, that is to actively decide on thc
direction the future development of their community
will take.

WHY BIRCH ISLAND?

The uranium deposits at Birch Island are relatively
small with a lite of only five tc seven years. Why do
Denison Mines and the B.C. government want to exploit this
deposit when there are much larger ones elsewhere in B.C.

Are the people of the North Thompson ‘area being used as
environmental and political guinea pigs?

WHAT ARE THE ECCNOMIC COSTS?

With such a short life will this mine provide a sound
base for the kind of development that the people of the
greater Clearwater area desire? ‘the miners, technicians,
and others will of necessity be imported and these peoplec
will move on when the mine runs out. In the meantime the
Clearwater area will ride the crest of a short boom period
then suffer a prolonged depression afterwards. The results
will be inflated land and house prices with speculators
as the main beneficiarlies. While ordinary people will find
it harder to obtain tomes and other necessities. There will
be increased taxes to relieve pressures on the area's schools,

water supply, recreation facilities, roads and sewage disposal.

When the mine runs outl tie town wiil be left witlh expensive

ervices without the people or tax base to support them. T%
qudllt" of llFL 1o thz ngaruatﬂr axbdwgould be p manently
harm,d B

IR N




ARE THERE HAZAKLS ‘1O THE ENVIRONMENT AND HUMAN HEALTH?

There are dangers because radioactivity is released at
every point along the nuclear fuel cycle from mining the
uranium ore to ultimate disposal of the wastes. As a result
uranium mines take their toll on miner lives every year. Over
the vears miners have breathed radioactive dust and radiocactive
gas (radon) which seeps from the decaying natural uranium.

It took the Ontario government 16 years to implement inter-
nationally accepted safe levels of radiation exposure. It is
still too early to measure fully the cost in human lives

of what might be termed wilful negligence. Many miners

have sutfered lingezinq, grue ome deaths from various

S S

e —— e e

TO DATE B.C. HAS NO LEGISLATION REGARDING SAFETY AND HEAL
IN URANIUM MINERS!

Do we want another Elliot Lake where Denison Mines has an
abominable record in protection of human health?

At the very least we should be provided with answers
to the following questions:

1. What are the dangers associated with mining
uranium?

2. What impact will this mine have on its employees
and the people generally living in the Clearwater
area?

3. What impact will this mine have on the environment?
4. The processing plant and settling ponds will ne
located very near the North Thompscen River. How

will waste disposal from the mine and mill affect
the river?

IS NUCLEAR POWER OUR OMLY ALTERNATE ENERGY SOURCE?

ObVlOUblj not but it is the most dangercus and mostc
expensive source. There are other alternatives suzh s wini,
golar power dlrectly from the sun, using the power ci “he
Ocedn tldeb, and also a serious proygramme of conservazio:

All of these are much chcaper than nuclear power and, i.ore
_importantly, infinately safer. At present, research into
them is woefully under financed and far down on government
priorities. We must as a community protest thc dangers of
nuclear power from mining urardum to reactors te waste dis-

.
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posal, and urge the provinical and federal governments to seek
other non-polluting and non depleting energy sources.

We should also consider that uranium is not a fuel f
like any other. Nuclear reactors and their waste products 3 C(‘
constitute a danger far beyond anything yet devised. Waste oS
materials remain toxic or highly dangerous for thousands ' A/G/» )
of years. DNo one can guarantee the safety of such materials P P é
for this lengtn of time. (:)

Canada is also engaged in selling uranium and reactors .
throughout the world. cCanada then, along with the United o -
States, must bear the major responsibility for the prolefera- /LQA);
tion of nuclear weapons. ///’,

N\
—~
o~

\
s

Ron Anderson

President

Kamloops MNew Democrstic ZParty
Constituency Association
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Province of Ministry of Parliament Buildings

*  British Columbia ™ Mines and - Victoria .
' Petroleum Resources \B/gss&fm”mb'a

OFFICE OF THE MINISTER

July 29, 1977.

- Mr. Dan Coleman, )
P.O. Box 364, 1V
CLEARWATER, B. C. VOE 1NO

Dear Mr. Coleman:

Thank you for your letter of July 17th, 1977
expressing your concern about the proposed establishment
of a uranium mine at Birch Island, British Columbia.

In your letter you have made reference to a
number of points arising from your review of the Preliminary
Environmental Study of the proposed project, prepared by
Kilborn Engineering (B.C.) Ltd., and B.C. Research. It
should be noted that the report clearly states the Environmental
and Socio-economic impacts as described in sections 4 and 6 :
of the report were prepared by B.C. Research and not by
Kilborn Engineering. The latter firm was concerned with the
technical aspects of the project and the proposed environmental
control that would be installed. It must be recognized that
this is a preliminary assessment only and no commitments have
been made by either the Provincial or Federal Government
with respect to granting the requisite permits, nor has the
company indicated that it will proceed to the point where
permits and approvals are required. ‘

On January 20th, 1977, I and my colleague, the
Minister of the Environment, the Honourable James Nielsen,
issued a News Release which states British Columbia's policy
concerning the conditions under which exploration, develaopment,
and mining of uranium will be permitted. I have attached a
copy for your information. You will note that a Uranium Mining
Steering Committee has been established which is currently
reviewing the preliminary environmental assessment and is
co-ordinating the responses of the various Government agencies
to which this report has been referred. Included in their
list of concerns will be the disposal of wastes from the
milling and mining operations and the location and design of
suitable tailings disposal areas. This assessment will then
be discussed with the company and their consultants in order

/2
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Mr. D. Coleman -2 - July 29, 1977

that the Provincial and Federal requirements are made clear
and are taken into consideration in the next stage of study
and evaluation by the company. You will also note that there
is provision for public hearings to discuss the proposed
development and an opportunity will be provided:.for any con-
cerned citizen to make a presentation if desired.

Yours sincerely,

ORIGINAL SIGNED
- BY MINISTER

James R. Chabot,
MINISTER.

Enclosure
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July 27th 1977

Mr. Don Ellsay,

President,

Scientific Pollution and
Environmental Control Society,
Box 244 ’

KAMLOOPS, B.C.

v2c 2e9

Dear Mr. Ellsay:

This will acknowledge your letter of July
18th 1977 requesting assistance in obtaining copies of the
Prospectus and Preliminary Environmental Impact Study on the
Consolidated Rexspar Minerals and Chemicals Ltd., project
at Birch Island, B.C.

As I indicated to you in my letter of July
8th 1977, information is available for public inspection
and review at this Ministry's offices on Airport Road in
Kamloops. You mast recognize that this is a preliminary study
and a limited number of copies has been supplied by the company
for distribution to various Government agencies. In addition
to the copy in the Kamloops office, there have also been
copies supplied to Mr. W. Winters, Chairman of the Regional
District of Thompson-Nicola and to Mr. Robert A. Cochlan,
Chairman of the Clearwater Improvement District. Perhaps you
may arrange to borrow a copy of these reports from either of
the latter two sources. I am also forwarding a copy of your
request to Consolidated Rexspar Minerals and Chemicals Ltd.,
for their considerxation.

A copy of Chapter A-19, Atomic Energy Control
Act and the relevant regulations are enclosed as you have
requested. Should you require further information concerning
this Act or regulations, I would suggest that you direct your
enquiry to Mrs. N.S. Blackman, Atomic Energy Control Board,
Directorate of Licensing, Safeguards and Nuclear Materials,
Licensing Division, P.O. Box 1046, Ottawa, K1lP 3589.

Sincerely yours,

JAMES R. CHABOT
Minister

Encl:
ERMYbg
c.c. Mr. M, de Bastiani, Denison Mines Ltd., Royal

Bank Plaza, P.O. Box 40, Toronto, M5J 2K2 with
copy of L.I. 1621
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FILE The Hon. James R. Chabot

Mirrtster of Mines and Petroleum Resources

Parliament Buildings
VICTORIA, British Columbia
V8V 1X4

Dear Sir:

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of J&J§ 8, 1977
in response to my request for

Box 244
Kamloops,
V2C 2E9
July 18, 1

P

P MINISTER OF MINES AND PETROLEUM RESOURCES
o & A0
INSTRUCTIONS

{J Wish to discuss xrepare reply for my signature.

[] For your information. [ Prepare draft of reply.

([ For necessary action. (] Return to me.

[[] Send me copy of reply. [ For your comments,

DATE:

M~ 77 |

N o i oot s d

all information presently

available on the proposed uranium mine at Birch Island.

Your advice that the Prospectus and the preliminary environmental
impact study are available for review by the public at Fulton Field

Airport is a thoroughly unsatisfactory arrangement.

Our plans require

the possession and retention for an extended period of time of these
documents and I would specifically request your personal assistance
in providing copies to SPEC at the above address within the next

few days.

If this requires that you reproduce the documents then I would

ask that you do so because I believe you have a responsibility to
make them freely and conveniently available to citizens and their

representative organizations.

I can assure you of a very high level

of public interest in this matter throughout this part of the

province.

In addition, at the same time will you please forward a copy of
the Atomic Energy Control Board Regulations concerning exploration,
development and production of uranium.

Thank you.

Q’ CONTAINS RECYCLED FIBRE

Yours truly,

Don Ellsay
President
Scientific

Pollution &

Environmental Control Society



July 27th 1977

Mrs. Donna Coleman,
Box 364,
CLEARWATER, B.C.
VOE 1NO

Dear Mrs. Coleman:

Thank you for your letter of July
17th 1977, expressing your concern for the possible
establishment of a uranium mine at Birch Island by
Consolidated Rexspar Minerals and Chemicals Ltd4.

May I firast point out that no decision
has been made by either the Federal or the Provincial
Government to approve the establishment of a uranium
mine. In addition, no such decision has been made by the
company nor have either the Federal or Provincial
Government received applications from the company to this
effect. /

The project is in the proposal stage
and requires a full evaluation and assaessment before such
approvals will be granted. A copy of a News Release that
I made jointly with my colleague the Minister of Environment,
the Honourable James Nielsen, on January 20th 1977, outlines
the stringent requirements that must be met by any uranium
development before the requisite permits and approvals can
be granted. To date, the company has submitted a Prospectus,
which is a general description of the proposed development
and, more recently, a preliminary environmental study of
the Birch Island project. Both of these reporta are
available for public inspection and review at the Ministry's
offices, 2985 Airport Drive in Kamloops. In addition, copies
of the reports have been sent to Mr. Robert A Cochlan,
Chairman of the Clearwater Improvement District. You may
wish to contact Mr. Cochlan for review of the reports.

I must reiterate that this project is in

the proposal stage only and any timetables indicated in
either of the two reports previously mentioned are to

..002



Mrs. Donna Coleman July 27th 1977

illustrate the steps necessary, leading to the establishment
of the project. As part of the review process you will

note that the News Release makes provision for public
hearing which will provide any concerned citizens the
opportunity to make presentations.

Sincerely yours,

JEMES R. CHABOT
Minister

Encl: ' ’ ‘ \
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(] Wish to discuss X Prepare reply for my signature,
{7 For your informetion.  [7] Prepare dizlt of reply.
[T] Fos mecessary action. [} Return ta me.
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4 WHEN REPLYING PLEASE REFERTO
THE DEPARTMENT OF \\\
MIKES ALLD PETROLEULT RESCURCES
101, 2985 Airport Drive, Kamloops, B. C, FILENO.

July 26, 1977

Mr. W. N. O'Brien

Vice President

Consolidated Rexspar Minerals and
Chemicals Limited

20th Floor, 4 King Street West

Toronto, Ontario

M5A 1C2

Dear Mr. O'Brien:

Re: Birch Island Uranium Property

Recently I inspected the above property, particularly
the BD, B and the A zone areas where exploration work was carried
out last fall.

I telephoned your office yesterday and was advised that
you will not be back until next week. I am interested to find
out who is your company's official representative in British Columbia
and to whom I should address my correspondence with regard to my re-
cent inspection of your mineral property. Perhaps I shall call you
again next Tuesday or Wednesday (August 2 or 3).

In case you do not have a current copy of the B, C. Mines
Regulation Act and Guidelines for Coal and Mineral Exploration, a
copy of each is enclosed..

@E@EWE touea very e,
JUL 271977 465 K /74

N Povme e Mr. B. M. Dudas, P.Eng.
DEPARTMENT OF MINES & Inspector of Mines
PETROLEUM RESOURCES and Resident Engineer

BMD:1c

Enclosures (2) )

cc: E. R. Macgregor, Assistant Deputy Minister of Mines "
J. E. Merrett, Acting Chief Inspector of Mines

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA
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[ For your approval. ] Prepare reply for my signature.
or your information. [0 Prepare draft of reply.
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[0 Wish to discuss.
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MEMORANDUM 713
] B -1
DEPARTMENT OF MINES &
o e PETROLEUM RESOURCES

RE: Preliminary Environmental Study of the Proposed Birch Island Project
Prepared by: Kilborn Engineering (B.C.) Ltd., and B.C. Research,
‘dated March, 1977.

DATE: June 9, 1977.

Enclosed is a copy of the above mentioned report, which has been forwarded
to provincial government agencies listed in the attached distribution list. Six
copies of the report have been forwarded to the Atomic Energy Control Board in
Ottawa.

It is requested that each office review the report and forward their
comments to this office by Julx 15thi 1977 for review by the Uranium Mining
Steering Committee. _

The proposed uranium mine must meet all the provincial requirements as
well as the regulations issued by the A.E.C.B. Prior to issuing a permit to
start construction, public meetings must be held to discuss the project as laid
down by the A.E.C.B.

To co-ordinate the provincial and federal agencies, a "Uranium Mining
Steering Committee" was appointed, consisting of the following members:

Ministry of Mines and Petroleum Resources - J.D. McDonald, P.Eng.
Ministry of Environment - Dr. J. O'Riordan
Atomic Energy Control Board (Ottawa) - A.B. Dory, P.Eng.

A copy of the report is on file in the Kamloops office of the Ministry
of Mines and Petroleum Resources and can be viewed by citizens or groups at that
location. The office is located at 2985 Airport Drive, Kamloops, B.C., telephone

.D. McDonald, P.Eng.,
Uranium Mining Steering Committee

JDM: jau
Encls.

copy: Dr. J.T. Fyles, B. Marr, A.B. Dory, J. O'Riordan, R. Getty.

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA



MINES AND PETROLEUM RESOURCES |5

PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS, VICTORIA, BRITISH COLUMBIA V8V 1X4

WHEN REPLYING PLEASE REFERTO

THE DEPARTMENT OF p%§
FILENO .. ... ... ..... e .

MINERAL RESOURCES BRANCH

DISTRIBUTION LIST

Preliminary Environmental Study

of the
Proposed Birch Island Project

Prepared by:

KILBORN ENGINEERING (B.C.) LTD.

AND

B.C. RESEARCH

DATED MARCH 1977

MINES & PETROLEUM RESOURCES

ENVIRONMENT

FORESTRY
HIGHWAYS
RECREATION AND CONSERVATION

HEALTH

LAND COMMISSION
HUMAN RESOUECES
LABOUR

MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS
PUBLIC WORKS

- Dr. J.T. Fyles (Deputy Minister)

- Dr. A. Sutherland-Brown (Chief Mineralological
Division)

- nyM. Dudas

- Dr. J. O'Riordan (Asst. Director, ELUC Secret-
ariat)

- A.N. Boydell (R.A.U.)

- F. Hodgson (P.C.B.)

- T. Leach (Water Resources)

- H. Bancroft

- D. Readshaw, Director

- B. Simonsen, Archaeological

- J. Anderson, Fish and Wildlife
- B. Rice, Parks Branch

- Dr. H. Richards - Public Health

- G. Runka - Director

- R. Willems - Community Program Branch
- J. Schuyff - Research & Planning

- G. Harkness - Planning Services

- D. Youngson - Programming Branch

CHAIRMAN - Regional Resource Management Committee - Mr. G. Springer
CHAIRMAN - Regional District - Mr. W. Winters (Thomson-Nicola)
CLEARWATER IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT - Robert A. Cochlan (Chairman){z:_,f

THE

GOVERNMENT OF THE PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA -




P AR LI PE l

MINISTRY OF %5 &
AND PLIROLEUN RESUURCES
. KEI56PS, B €,
oty 7, 1977, Rec'd. 1)) ; o i/

st - ——
'T- —————a

Raverend Peter Rolston,
Mount Paul United Church,
140 Laburnum Strest,
Kamloops, B. C.

Dsar Peter:

Re. Denlson Rexspar Property

Thank you for your letter of June 24, 1977 and your expression of good
wishes. | would agree that the mining Industry Is an Important one to the
Province of British Columbia which Is meeting the challenge of extracting
our mineral resources subject to environmantal safeguards we have established
in the public Interest.

Followling my January 20th news release on the Rexspar Uranium Propsrty of
Conlson Mines at Birch Island, the company submlitted a prospectus which out-
lines In general terms thalr plan of development. Very recently the company
submitted thelr stage one report outlining a preliminary environmental Impact
study of the proposed mine. Thase are both falriy substantlal reports and
tharefore wa have not undertaken to reproduce them, howsver, they are avallable
for review by the public at our offlces In Kamloops at 2985 Alrport Drive. |
would suggest that you contact Mr. David Smith, our District Inspector and
Resident Engineer at that offlce. Mr. Smith will be pleased 1o permlt you to
exzmine these documents. |In addltlion, this office wlll have coples of the
Atomlc Ensrgy Control Board Regulations concerning exploration, development
and production of uranlum which you may also wish to review. After having
perused tnese requlirements, | think you will agree that very stringent condltions
must be satisfled before the production of uranium will be permltted.

Thank you for your Invitetion to visit your home. Parhaps | can tzke such
an opportunify on one of my future visits to Kamloops.

Sincerely yours,

o N 4///@_&/*

James R, Chabot )
miNISTER -/

;5;>BCC. Mr. David Smith (~*~/—' - v



bcc:

’\( WHEN RLPLYING PLEALSL REFERTO

THEDEPARIMENYOF
KIKZS AlID PETROLEULY RESOQURCE

FILE NO

101 - 2985 Airport Drive
Kamloops, B. C.

V2B 7wW8

July 20, 1977

Mr. Gordon F. Gibson, M.L.A.

Leader of the Liberal Party
in British Columbia

Room 229

Legislative Buildings

Victoria, B. C.

Dear Sir:

As requested in your letter of. July 18, a copy of the
Preliminary Environmental Study of the Proposed Birch Island
Project will be sent to you as soon as possible.

-

I will also be sending further information on this subject,
which was prepared by the Atomic Energy Board and the uranium
mining industry.

Yours truly,

(-
Llicia ek {/ b Lh

David Smith, P.Eng.
Inspector of Mines
and Resident Engineer

DS:so

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA
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“Uranium mine p

'shrouded in secrecy’

lf lhe propoaed uranium

Anderson “said the péople

mine at Birch Island is in the who will be affected by the
interests of the people of ,mine should be given “more

.British Columbia, why has the

" “project been shrouded in

secrecy,”’ - "asked. Ron’
Anderson, president of the

: Kamloops NDP Constituency

Association recently.

Anderson' says recent -

than enough” .
about the project and its
alternatives,
.‘‘personal,

vironmental é
" benefits” of each method. He
added they must have the

information

including the
social and en-
costs and

statements by members of the “right to participate” in the

Thompson Nicola Regional

District indicate that the

projecl ‘“may have already
been given approval.”

decision which will affect the
future development of their
- community.

Anderson said an important

question is why Birsh_Island
would be chosen as a sxte for
a uranium mine and
processing plant at all, He
claims the deposits are small
in the area and would result in
a mine life of no more than
five to seven years,

“There are much larger
ones elsewhere in B.C.,”” he
said . and added that' it's

" possible the people of this area

are being used as ‘“‘guinea
pigs’® by the provincial
government

and Denison:

Mines.

Anderson saxd the miners,
technicians and other skilled
personne_l at the uranium

. mine would not be Clearwater

residents. Their presence will
cause a short-lived boom and
“inflated 1
prices with speculators as the

.main beneficiaries,’ he

predicted.

-Anderson foresees an . m-‘»

creasé in taxes to cover
pressure on area schools,
water  supply, recreatnon

land and house

ki e

Icms Kipmeoors

T&c.y n7-,7

fac:htm roads and sewage
disposal 'followed by a “long
depression” when the mine
wears out and the workers
leave. The town “will be left
with expensive services
without the people or tax base
to support them,” he said. . .
He added that B.C. has “no
legislation” protecting the
safety and health of uranium

‘mine workers and ‘‘no‘one can

guarantee the safety of such
materials (highly toxic

- wastes) for years.”

More facts needed Slmmerlmg

By MARINA DENEEF

CLEARWATER -
Simmerling, Regional District
representative for the
Clearwater area, stated
Tuesday that although the
facts presented at the recent
publie meeting on the uranium
mine issue were well ex-

. plained, he felt that further

meelings’ must be held to

. discuss both sides of the

issues.

People ‘must become in-

volved he said, as too much is

D G CRRA st

“Karl’

- preliminary report
proposed mine “which he

at stake for the residents of
the area not to be well in-

_formed.

He stated firmly, to those
present at the meeting, thathe
did "not believe in civil
Hisobedience and would not
become invalved or condone
any such type of action.

He said he had enly started
to absorb the lengthy
on the

received earlier,

PEUSS———

-~

"...,.a..-—m

it M-:-N_-“-i e
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ﬁ THEDEPARfMEﬁ;;F'f
TIINES AND PETROLEUM RESOURCES %

PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS, VICTORIA, BRITISH COLUMBIA V8V 1X4 kel

- \.lr | AI\I\HIK Cr
b69- 8811 1835 Fort Street, 2 ReTRoEUN RERTLTIL
Victoria, B.C. VS8R 1J6.
July 25, 1977. TI0D ', )
16405
RN T pat .

Mr. M. de Bastiani, ' - *L*_.

Denison-Geel-Limited, . B —
Royal Bank Plaza, e T T
P.0. Box 40, T ——
TORONTO, Ontario. o m——
M5J 2K2. o R

Dear Sir:

Re: Birch Island Project - Qonsolidated Rexspar = 7 -

__ML_QL_Ls__ni_Qh_emLLLLml ted,

We are in receipt of comments from some of the Government agencies
which are attached for your perusal. I have not summarized these to take out
what might be considered irrelevant, I trust that we can review these at a
later date. '

It would be very desirable to meet with the officials of Consolidated
Rexspar Minerals and Chemicals Limited at an early date. I would suggest that
we tentatively set a date of_%gggg2xE?ég§%é&giggg_ggggéqgggggigggg in this
office, at the above-noted address. “Present at the meeting would be your company
representatives and consultants with the government agencies being represented by
the Uranium Mining Steering Committee, myself, Dr. J. O'Riordan of the Ministry
of Enviromment, Mr. A. Dory of the Atomic Energy Control Board, Ottawa, a
representative of the Pollution Control Board and our Deputy Minister. At the
meeting the concerns expressed by the government agencies would be reviewed and
discussed, the program and schedule proposed by Consolidated Rexspar and the time

and date aad procedure of a public meeting which we believe should be keld in
September 1977.

If there are any questions or changes in meeting dates, please advise
this office at an early opportunity. If we receive further comments from govern-
ment agencies, these will be forwarded on to you on receipt.

) Yours very truly, )
52 Je. D. McDonald, P.Eng.,
Chairman,

Uranium Mining Steering Committee.
JDM: jau

copy: Mr. B. Marr, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Environment,,af/,d. T. Fyles,
Deputy Minister, Ministry of Mines and Petroleum Resources, Dr. J. O'Riordan,
Mr. A. B. Dory, Mr. J.E. Merrett, Mr. B. Dudas.

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA

WHEN REPLYING PLEASE REFER TO

Kum i‘;“"""‘) (R‘: 3 #ol MINERAL RESOURCES BRANCH T
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o - MEMORANDUM =

FROM THE

DEPARTMENT OF MINES

L AND PETROLEUM RESOURCES
_— SRR C, o JULY. 20 1000

WHEN REPLYING PLEASE REFER

TO FILE NO..occeeeeiecteneeeeene

Re: Acts and Regulations on Uranium Mining

I have assembled various information on Acts and regulations
concerning uranium mining and radiation hazards in Canada.
The booklet is being kept with the preliminary study on Birch
Island with our secretaries. A copy of the index on the
above is attached and if you have any additions, please let

me know.
/6 . ﬂ? ' dﬁa@/?
B. M. Dudas

BMD: so

Fnclosure

cc: E. Macgregoru/
J. E. Merrett
J. D. McDonald



INDEX TO CANADIAN ACTS AND REGULATIONS
ON URANIUM MINING AND RADIATION HAZARDS

Atomic Energy Control Act: Atomic Energy Control Regulations
SOR/74-334, 4 June 1974,

Chapter A-19, Atomic Energy Control Act, R. S., c. 11, s. 1.
Atomic Energy Control Act: Atomic Energy Control Board Orders.
Chapter 29, Nuclear Liability Act (1969-70, c. 67). .

AECB, Licensing Guide No. 31: Guide to The Licensing of Uranium
and Thorium Mine-Mill Facilities, August 27, 1976,

AECB-1106, Atomic Control Board and the Uranium Mining Industry,
by R. M. Duncan, April 1977

AECB: Brief to the Royal Commission on the Health and Safety of
Workers 'in Mines in Ontario, 3 June 1975

AECB 1098: The Role of the Atomic Energy Control Board in Uranium
Exploration and Mining, 16 November 1976



DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND PETROLEDW-RESOURCES
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bcc: J. D. rcDonald
B. M. Dudas.: -

E. Sadar THE DEPARTMENT OF |
LIRZS AND PETROLEUL RESQURCES

'\( WHEN REPLYING PLEASE REFERTO

FILE NO

101 - 2985 Airport Drive
Kamloops, B. C.

V2B 7W8

July 20, 1977

Mr. Gordon F. Gibson, M.L.A.

Leader of the Liberal Party
in British Columbia

Room 229

Legislative Buildings

Victoria, B. C.

Dear Sir:

As requested in your letter of July 18, a copy of the
Preliminary Environmental Study of the Proposed Birch Island
Project will be sent to you as soon as possible.

I will also be sending further information on this subject,
which was prepared by the Atomic Energy Board and the uranium

mining industry.

Yours truly,

( N
Alicar ,%ﬂwu\

David Smith, P.Eng.
Inspector of Mines
and Resident Engineer

DS:so

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA
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“Mine will leavea

~ million year' Iegacy

By MARINA DENEEF -
CLEARWATER . — About
100 people attended an in-
formational meeting spon-
sored by the Yellowhead
Ecological = Association
Saturday afternoon. Although
the meeting was called to
discuss the pros and cons of

" the proposed uranium mine at

Birch Island, the speakers
were definately one sided.

‘The meeting was Inoderated-
by Ross Smith, personnel
manager of the Weyerhaeuser
mill at Vavenby. Guest
speakers were Dr. Peter
Walford, Reimar Kroecher
and Dorothy Rosenburg.

Dr. Walford gave a short
resume of the unhappy history
of uranium mining in Canada
and the U.S. He challenged the
residents of Clearwater on
‘their responsnblhtles in
supporting a mine which will
last only about 2.5 years and
will give off radiation for a
million years. Is this the
legacy we will leave for future

generations?
Contrary to earlier in-

formation, he stated there is -
no ' safe level of radiation. -

Standards - set 16 years ago
have now been cut by one-
fourth,

Radon radiation will last
6400 years and thorium.
radiation will affect children’s
and young adults’ internal
organs and . cause serious
genetic defects, ‘Smith said. .
Ontario already has four
radioactive water .systems
including the Serpentme vaer
he added ‘ _

Dr. Walford stated there
had been over-use of X-Rays
in-medicine and he personally
had cut the use of X-rays by
one-tenth in his practice.

He said the use of nuclear
energy is the longest mor-
tgage ever taken, a liability
against all future generauons
of man,

Dr. Walford’s address. was.

followed by a short question_

and answer period and a film

" about one man’s stand agamst
the installation of a nuclear

" water plant in Connecticut.

Reimar Kroecher, a
professor
discussed the economics of the

proposed mine. He suggested -
that the miners employed by
be. local.:

people bul unionized miners -

the mine will not

from other parts of Canada.
About two-thirds of the 80
people employed by the mine
will not be from this area, he
said. The presence of &
uranium mine would cause a

‘strong decline in the tourist

industry, Kroecher felt. He

‘stated the government and

industry argues the mine will
create jobs, help balance the
payments for export and
create needed energy.
However, he pointed out in
1973 we were told Canadians
would never run out of natural

gas and we had enough to sell

at a low cost for export. We
are now locked into long term
contracts. In 1976, a complete
reversal of this line of thought
was announced, and we were
told we have only sufficient oil
to last until 1982 and natural

. gasto 1985.

The economics- of nuclear

power are terrible he said.

The loss on one reactor sold to

“Argentina’ was $180 million.
- "This amounts to . $9. - for

- every Canadian. Kroecher

" which will

stated we pay for atomic
energy three times, through
our utilities, through taxes
and through the cost of con-
taining the nuclear wastes. He
suggested that no matter how
we look at the problem, locally

- or broader, the economics

don’t add up. There is no in-
surance company in the world
insure agamsl
a nuclear accident.

He closed his remarks with

of economics,

the question *“Do we have the
right to jeopardize the lives of

" all future generations?”’

Dorothy Rosenburg covered

the way different areas are
attempting to force the:
_'govemment to launch a full

inquiry into " the effects of
uranium - mining. She stated
that  our “local names,
Clearwater and Birch Island,

vironment which will be
forever lost if the mine goes
ahead.

The YEA group is spon-
soring a petition to be sent to
the provincial government
requ&sting a full judicial
inquiry, with public . par-

spoke of a natural en- .

ticipation, into the proposed

development of the Birch
Island uranium mine and

*uranium mines in B.C. in

‘general.

They request a moratonum
be placed on the development
of the Birch Island mine until
ah inquiry is held and the
report released to the public.

- --' - 'WI
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| et_ll;lonw rges uranium mine study

“

ol = #* k}ﬁ 5 L L e
‘ u\ ' BAR R hn«’t'l"
, By Bl?.\fl-:lu.lxir DA!.‘I'ON\ 5,:3 u %‘a mumwm lnd!vidual. with the stmngect - of having a uranium \mine " The world objective “There is no whitewashing
Sentinel Staff Writer eg:l ngamst any haurdu according to' market makes. it an economic reallty," he an it's very factual,” he said.
%EARWATER «~Over 100 poopleiw " “*‘““ ' the' said. Simmerling said some le don’t realize
requesting the provincial govern- - .- Leverno Iurt,’ chnirman of the ‘ Isert explained in the long term there are there will be a drastic affect on everything
ment hnld a full’ public inquiry into- thc - Ysllowhead Ecological  Association ~ ' noeconomics involved for Clearwater people. going on in the vicinity. He criticized the
Birch lsland uranium mine, - “Kamloops chapter, sald, ““The trouble is they " “The people promoting the mine are in a " government for being too *‘secretive.”
R: ition alsq calls for an. in&uﬁ ﬁngg}? \;.don’unw the limits of the problems that can posmon to make money,” he said. About 60 to , . He stressed the overall need for o
all as?ecu of unmum mining in ada, &a with radioactive material.” : } obs will be available. "be informed. ‘Public meetings 4
At a hem;*ﬂat ,'lﬁ -«fHe said the people are expected to havea - sert predicts that Clearwater will have a necessity.” He added that the starting date
m iurmlum mine in their district and on the stigma attached to it if the mine goes throu h for the mine is May 1978 which was indicated

m«m isno islatiom side they refuse to give people a real and will destroy the tourist indus K in the document.

B.C. 1 i 1 1pay. what ia going on, mine will depress the whole area," é sald Trustees of the Improvement Distict fear
safe N (& ehey don't huevy wiu;' $ J’RO’!’ECT Simmerling described governments the mine will have a serious impact on their «
legislation, the mine could ba here 't i ¥ - 2@ ¢ Isert said all mines couldt continue to across the country as being sensitive to the community. :

He believes the government sbould; , te if they had to assume full respon- possible dangers connected with uranium.He .~ . At a meeung that was held Thursday,
inquiry or a .maratorium.' i They; A: 3 bility for insurance. He added that if there obtained a copy of the feasibility study trustees indicated the ogleration of the mine
nsible to find out what happens.”.". © is a problem the government is supposed to prepared by Kr Korn Engineering Ltd., and would seriously affect the community if all

g:mmerlmg said “we were lold that- 9 ?mtectus "' *The trouble is its been a hands B.C. Research of Vancouver. The report was - gosslble security precautions aren't abided
msurance eompga; \ﬂn bomr c}a{ i off polmy since unnium tmmng came to commissioned by 'the provincial government. y
related to any he said. DOCUMENT “We see no definite impact in regard to
uranium mimn or radioacuvity, o, Ano r area of concem is the lack of He said the report mentions a second , work for the area and it won't help the
described this as ‘belnx lnformauon made available to the public. docyment dated May 1977 to be released. He community that much,”’ a statement released

It's the purpose and duty of the govemy “Some people don t reahze the ramifications described the preliminary study as being indicates. :
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[ For your approval. [ Prepare. reply for my signature.
Wé; your information. O Prepare draft of reply.

[0 For necessary action. 0 Return to me.

O Send me copy of reply. " O Return to file.

{0 For your comments. [0 For signature.

[0 Wish to discuss.
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July 22, 1977

J.D.MacDonald,

Chairman, Uranium Mining Steering Committee, [)
Department of Mines and Petroleum Resources, i
1835 Fort Street, ,
VICTORIA, B.C,

VB8R 1J6

Re: Preliminary Environmental Study of tke
Proposed Birch Island Project

Dear Sir:

A number of concerned persons Fave asked me to write
to you on their behalf because we are experiencing difficulty
obtaining a copy of the ahove report for study,

Since the docunrent is lengthy and we are anxious to
ohtain an intelligent assessment of the problems identified
in the report we feel that thke casval perusal available to us
at the Cffice of tte Inspector of Mines in stort sessions
is unsatisfactory. Tbhe conv sent to tle Regional District
is not readily avallable to tte general nublic and otler
copies are in equally inaccessible offices.

Would you please send our éroup a copy at your earliest
convenience.

Would you please advise me as to where and when the public
kFearings will be held. Also what the terms of reference are.
Can anyone speak or are "expert " opinions required? Is
there a place for the layman? D}ust briefs be filed In advance
and if so to whom stould thkey he sent,

Are there anv funds available for groups sucl as ours
to obtain the expertise we require to research our concerns?

Rospoctfully,

aroa?lt Ee vaman ‘7#>”~Jk—‘/

Aﬁ Foc Committee to Study the
Proposed Uranium Mine at 3ircth
Island,
cc, Yon. ", 3ennnett, Premier
Fon. Rafe Mair, Minister of Consuner Affairs

3,M, Dudas, Insvector of Mines, XKamloons V/l

Fon, Dave Rarrett

o ot —— - 7 < s
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By MOIRA FARROW
Planning is continuing for & uranium
mire and mill near Clearwater, but the
mining company behind the development
i8 not anxious to talx. X
£nd opposition to the mine is growing in
the B.C. Interior.

The project, which would be the first:
uranium mine in B.C., has been proposed”

by Consolidated Rexspar Minerals and

Chemicals Ltd., of whick Denison Mines -

Ltd. of Toronto is the major sharcholder.
The company submitted a prospectus to

the provincial government last November-

for a mine at Birch Island about eight
miles torth of Clearwater.

The mire would employ about 8§ people
&nd produce 1,030 tons of ore a day.

Representatives of Denison, the provin-
cial government and the federal Atomic
Energy Control Board met in January io
discuss the project.

But when Denison public relations oifi-
cer C.D. Parmelee was asked Thursday
sbout the progress of the project, he said
21t snnouscements must come from the
B.C. goversment.

““There was a big furore from all the do-
geoders in B.C. when news of the mine
first came out,” he said. “This is such a
gensitive subject that the government has
s3id it wauts to make all announcements,”

But Parmelee said the company is con-
Hinving with its tecbnical, me ﬂ”z:glc 3
and ecnnomic research on the project “in
. the bopes that we can try fo push it

shead ”

Added Parmelee: “We're hopelul that
we can bring Consolidated Rexspar to B.C.
one day.”*

Teputy mines minister Dr. J.T. Fyles
2233 ip Vicloria on Thursday thai ke was
surprised at Denisen's sttitude because
the company was supposed to be in charge
of public relations for the project.

He said the government bas heard soth-
ing from Dauison since recezvmg the pro-

. spectuz on the mine.

““The prospectus was approved and now

she company has fo prepare a stage one

report which ideatifies all pessible prob-

lems and indicaie haw those prablems can
be mitigated,” said Fyles.

“That slage one ceport wili be reviewed
by a government sieering commiitee

-which consists of representatives of the

mines ministry, the environment and land
use secretariat and the Atewic Energy
Control Board. At the same time, ali inter-
ested government agencies will he given
the company's report and will make com-
ments on it for the steering coramitice,”

But, soid the doputy minister, the gov-
erament has not yet received this siage
one report and has no idea when it will be
delivered.

“But we've Liad a shower of zett ers from
people who are upset ghout the mine and
we've sent copies of them to the compa-
ny,” he saig. :

“Actually, this will be a very swall open
pit mine with a limited life and mining
conditions woen't be hard to contrsi We
will be very severe with our resiriclions
because we don't want to go down the
same route as this company went in Ontar-
i0.”

The deputy minister was apparenily
referring to uvanium mining at Ellict
Lzke, Ont., where Deniscn is one of the
companies involved.

A recent royaA cominisst m r<;'
that 81 wranium miners had die
cancer by the end of 1974 and #
Stealworkers of America cla
least 10 mere have died since ihen

Silica, 2 enmpenent in the dust xm:ide all
mines, has always teen r'on;:ider«c the
mirer’s enemy. At Elol Lake, the ore
bodics have sorae of the bhithest >'}’r1<s LRt
tont of any mines in Ontario,

Owo.,xt:on te the proposcd u*'arinm
mine at Clearwater is being conrdinated
by the Yellowhead Ecological Association,
which has chapters in both Clearwaier :md
Kamloops.

“The min2 15 our main concens

ot fotnd
a of lung
12 United
m that at

at i‘;z'*

-moment,”” association spokesman Coileen

Foster of Ciearwater toid The Vapcouver
Sun on Thursday.

ake nind ofhior
tegrible
22 polli-

recoras lor ~~e§_,lrgcneo in em
tiom
She said the association held a public
inforr Wm" meeting about urantum mines
abeuat a veek age and 70 people atliended.

“There iz a lot of loeal concern ahout
this «aie, bul we haven’t decided on our
fuin: ¢ tacties yet,”” said Fosier, “We
undesstard L company has to epply for
re-zonicg of its properiy here, appiy to the
pollution eontrel branch for a permii and
hold public meetings. Also, the Atomie

Enery Conlrgl Board will have to hold
meet nrs,
“So, ael! 21 this hapnens, we will be

gathering information and informing peo-
ple aboit the preject.”

A uon 'rmmm statement carlier this
vesr seid Bexspar deposit has been
¥now 2 I any years and contains i
ely of val 4,..)13 mincrals in addition te the
arani in. & reserve of 1.22 million tons is

irdicited a Pd the company says that oper-
ating at a cmamw of 759 to 1,009 tons of
Gre

{lie mill a duy 1d keep the mine
Lior fne to rive vears.

ison is also one of the comyuanies in-
volved in r“se multi-million doilar coal
developinent under study by the federal

Oou

and provineial gevernments for norii
ern B.C.

A government amnosuncemert on this
project has been expected for several
months.

Parmeles {old The Vancouver Sun he
has “reason to believe” negoiirtions be-
tween Ottawa and Vieloria ave “proceed-
ing well and Otlawa is taking the whole
thing very seriously.”

¥e said Denison will be interested in
developing its portheasiern B.C. eoal only
if the foderal government sgrees to pay
ashout 50 por cont of {he costs of the infras-
fructure — railways, roads and townsites
— nesded for the ,r.n oject.

“The B.C. government can't hinance Gie
project all by Hsell boeause the sociaiist
government you had didn’t lesve the saw
government with any money for projents
Like this,” ssid Parmelee,

He ¢aid Denison must also be sure of its

" markets in Japan before going shead wiih

ceal minlong in B.C. and the compony IS
stili having discussions with the Jaranese
steel industry.

“The money for the infrastruzivre and
the long-term cointracts with Japan —
everylning ue;'-“ds m. mos twa things,”

he sa d “The eaclicst time we c** exuecet
these answers is this f.“l but 1978 i3 more
hb&ly " .

s i AU T
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July 7, 1977,

Reverend Peter Rolston,
Mount Paul United Church,
140 Laburnum Street,
Kamioops, B. C.

Dear Peter:
Re. Denlson Rexspar Property

Thank you for your letter of June 24, 1977 and your expression of good
wishes. | would agree that the mining Industry is an Important one to the
Province of British Columbia which Is meeting the challenge of extracting
our mineral resources subject to env!ronmental safeguards we have establlshed
In the publlic Interest.

Following my January 20th news release on the Rexspar Uranium Property of
Denison Mines at Birch Island, the company submitted a prospectus which out-
lines In general terms thelir plan of development. Very recently the company
submitted thelr stage one report outlining a preliminary environmental Impact
study of the proposed mine. These are both falrly substantial reports and
therefore we have not undertaken to reproduce them, however, they are avallable
for review by the public at our offlces in Kamloops at 2985 Alrport Drive. |
would suggest that you contact Mr. David Smith, our District Inspector and
Resident Englneer at that office. Mr. Smith will be pleased to permit you to
examine these documents. 1In addlition, this office will have coples of the
Atomlc Energy Control Board Regulations concerning exploration, development
and production of uranium which you may slso wish to review. After having
perused these requirements, | think you will agree that very stringent conditions
must be satisfied before the production of ursnium will be parmitted.

Thank you for your invitation to visit your home. Perhaps | can take such
an opportunity on one of my future visits to Kamtoops.

Sincerely yours,

James R. Chabot
MINISTER

BCC. Mr. David Smith
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The Honourable Jim Chabot,

T —————

Minister of Mines, FFERREC ’R{“*;;;~f~?:mm
Par]liament Buildings, fnCTS i L
VICTORIA, B, C, P S :

Re- Denison Rexspar Propertx(?go40A ﬂy&qﬁj ék:)

Dear Jim:

Greetings! | hope you are enjoying your term as Minister
of Mines, It is an important industry and | hope that there will be
discoverles and greater production - as long as it doesn't seriously
damage the environment and also mean selling off a non-renewable resource
at too low a return to the people of B, C,

CgeomlJ

Would you kindly send this Church up-dated Information from*your
January 20th News Release on the Rexspar Uranium Property ¢€ Denison Mlnes
that might be developing, United Church has made several public comments .
over the last couple of decades on uranjum mining and I _enclose one of...-. ﬁa,
its more recent issues which | think s well researched and authoratative,

tph/,((
In that | have had no answer from Denlson's Offices in Calgary o,

I wondered if | could get a copy from your offices of the prospectus and
preliminary impact statement by Denjson,

Our anxfety here is not so much the mine but the safety control
and very real potentlal hazards for handling of radioactive materials and
the byproducts such as radon gas and: others geddwg leaching from the
taillng ponds eventually over to the North Thompson River and hence into
our water system, The people of the North Thompson don't want anything
approaching the disaster of Elliot Lake in Ontariol V//

| send this with best personal regards - come and visit us
sometime, We have a nice house near the Kamloops airport,

eter Rofston
Minisfter

P.S. This Rexspar property seems small and marglnal with a very brb!f‘”:’“ﬁa;:x;“' '
life and hardly worth Denison's heavy development costs,
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\ CONSOLIDATED REXSPAR 4 KING STREET WEST
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~ DEPUTY MINISTER OF M!"" % (410) 363-4901
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June 8, 1976.

(‘, ‘,/
'FERREG/| TO | DATE | 114
Dr. James T. Fyles TS
Deputy Minister D.
Department of Mines and PetroleumD P
Resources R
Parliament Buildings - R.
VICTORIA, B.C. &P —
V8V 1X4. A D
TILE

Dear Dr. Fyles,

As you know, Consolidated Rexspar holds uranium
and fluorspar properties near Birch Island and has undertaken
extensive exploration work on the properties over the years.
The depressed price of uranium in the 1960's and early 1970's
made it uneconomic to undertake development of the uranium
deposits; however improvement in uranium prices and a strong,
continuing demand confirm that further detailed evaluation of
the Rexspar properties is timely and desirable.

Our 1975 Annual Report, recently issued, and an
Information Circular to shareholders concerning rights to
purchase additional Rexspar shares are enclosed. The
Information Circular describes the properties, recent work by
consultants, and known uranium reserves.

We are most anxious to keep your department informed
of the extent and type of work we propose to undertake this year
and, of course, will want to meet with your officials concerning
British Columbia requirements on various aspects affecting
development of the properties. A production decision will be
dependent on the detailed evaluation this year and the arrangement
of suitable financing.

In our recent telephone conversation I advised you that
Kilborn Engineering, B.C., of Vancouver and A.H. Ross & Associates
(metallurgists) are consultants for Rexspar in the studies. Your
advice as to the officials in Victoria with whom initial discussions
should be arranged is much appreciated. Also the district office
of your department in Kamloops will be contacted very soon by
Kilborn Engineering concerning activities planned on the properties
this year.

Cont'd....



Page... 2

I will look forward to meeting with you and your
associates in the near future and will be writing to you to
propose a date in July for the meeting.

Your advice on appropriate initial procedures in
this matter is much appreciated.

Yours very truly,

CONSOLIDATED REXSPAR
Minerals & Chemicals Limited

. . N
e Oy ies o

Noel O'Brien
Vice President

NOB/jp
Encl: (2)
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NEW ADDRESS

CONSOLIDATED REXSPAR RoY AL B AN BLAZA
MINERALS & CHEMICALS LIMITED TORONTO, ONTARIO, CANADA

June 17, 1977

Dr. J. T. Fyles

Deputy Minister

Dept. of Mines & Petroleum Resources
Parliament Bldgs,

VICTORIA,

British Columbia,

V8V 1X4

Dear Dr. Fyles,

The Annual Report of Consolidated Rexspar, recently
issued, describes to shareholders the present status of the
studies being undertaken on Rexspar's mineral properties in .
British Columbia. S
Several copies are enclosed for your reference//W/ N N
and additional copies are available.

Kind regards.
Yours very truly,

[ ——

| DEPUTY MINISTER oF gin-g | CONSOLIDATED REXSPAR
& PETROLEUM ReSQuRes. | MINERALS & CHEMICALS LIMITED

D i 7y 1419
E}T‘ / /LU i{/ 0 ;4 VYA RN

4&w%‘ Noel O'Brien
i o Vice-President.

FERRED DATE

NOB/jp
Encl: (3)

cc: M. J. de Bastiani | | -
R. Getty. FILE [L( Z’;’:'; q’;? ;
Wy Efwg Vo




June 7th 1%77

Dr. Peter Walford,
Research Consultant,
P.0. Box 34307,

2108 W. 4th Avenue,
VARCOUVER, B.C.
V6K 1N6

Dear Dr. Walford:

Thank you for your letter of May 27th
requesting information regarding the development of the
Rexspar property near Birch Island.

The questions you list can be answered bast
by the devaloper - Consolidated Rexspar Minerals and
Chemicals Ltd. As with other significant mine Aavelopments,
we are regquiring the company to follow a staged approval
process., A Prospectus - the firsgt part of|this process -~ was
submitted last Hovember and a Stage I report has very recently
been received. The report will reguire reviow and consultation
between the company and interested CGovernment Ministries
before baing made avallahla to the public. This process mnay
take a few weeks, after which time the report may be read
in the offices of the Inspection and Fngineering Division of
my Ministry at 1837 Port Street in Victoria, or at the office
of that Division at Fulton Field, 2335 Airport Drive, in
Kamloops.

Stage I reports normally contain answers to all
the questions contained in your letter and should provide
complete background information on the Rexspar davelopment.

Yours sincerely,

JAMES R. CHAROT
Minister

JTF :bg

L.XI. 1298 refers

Corresp. to E.M. \/
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| DEPUTY MINISTER OF Mir~s |

JUNL 977 GREENPEACE & PETROLEUM RESQURCES
DG 77 1998
PARU\G'(?TOR\A. B.C. i

Hon. James Chabot. :
Minister of Mines and Petroleum Resources{f‘ :

Victoria,B.C.

Dear Mr. Qhabot: FILE f
{

i

The Greenpeace Foundation has been reguested

by the Yellowhead Ecological Society,of Clearwater,B.C ,

to assist in obtaining information on the Rrooosea Birch

Island uranium mine. '

e would like to obtain as much information
as possible,however,specific areas of concern are as follows-
a) What is the ore content of non-marketable substances,such

as thorium,arsenic,anu so On.?

b) How will the ore be reaucea in milling,anu specificly will
large quantities of water be requirea f'or the lubricution
of crusher mills or other refining processes?

c) What are the company's plans for tailings management both
during ana subseguent to the mine's operation9

d) what are the company's plans or alternative plans aesignea
to limit hazarus to the environment ana present ana
future populace?

"'le unaerstand that Denison_Mines Limitéd
has submitted a preliminary reBort on the proposea aevelop-
-ment of the Rexspar property,and if possible we would
like to obt.in a copy of this document or as full an excerpt
as possible. vYour early reply will be an.orecicted.

Resecurcn Consultant

P.O. Box 34307 + 2108 W. 4th Ave. VANCOUVER B.C. V6K 1N6 Ph. 738-7134

" A Non-Profit Organization Incorporated Under The B.C. Societies Act




June |, 1977,

Mr. Ken Rlvkin,
771 West 23rd Avenus,
Vancouver, B. C.

Dear Mr. Rivkin:

Thank you for your recent letter outlining your concerns about
the proposed uranium mine at Birch Island. Unfortunately, you are
apparently not aware of a recent statement that | made Jolintly with
the Honourable J. A. Nielsen, Minlister of the Environment, which
addresses the Issues you have ralsed. | enclose a copy of this
statement for your Information.

To date, the developsr of the Rexspar property at Blrch Island,
Denison Mines Limited, has submitted a prospectus outiining the general
nature of the proposed projact, which is summarized In the fourth
paragraph of the News Release. You will also note Denlison Mines
Limited now holds an exploration permit, Issued by the Atomic Energy
Control Board. However, the developer has not submitted a flrst stage
report nor has appllication for a Pollution Control Permlt been sought.
Before productlion may begin, a staged approval process must be completed,
and publlic hearings and Information meetings wll| be conducted prlor to
the granting of Pollution Control and AECB permits. | am sure these
stringent requlirements wll} provide the necessary safeguards to protect
the public, mine workers and the environment.

Yours sincerely,

James R. Chabot
MINISTER

ERM/ph
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April 27¢h 1377

L.W. Sakals,

B.A. Sakals,

R. R, #2,

Box 1959,
CLEARWATER, HaCa
VOE 1nH0

Dear Sir/Madam:

In roesponse to your letter of April 13th
I have attached a press release that T made jointly with
the Minister of the Unvironment, the Honourable James
Hielsen, concerning the Direh Island uraniunm proverty.
The Jdescription of the Jdevelopmant oproporsals under
consideration by Denison Mines, which is included in this
release, essentially summarizes the inforration submitted
to my Ministryv by the company. You will note that strirngent
regulations administered by the Faderal rtormice narcy
Control Board in co-operation with agvropnriate Provincial
Government Ministries, contrel uranium axnloration,
development, wining, and milling activities. In addition,
provision for pul:lic hearings prior to anproval of uranium
mining and processing operations is mandatorv., Thus, public
safaty and environmental protection concerns will be fully
reviewed and considarnd at all stages in the development of
this and other uranium properties.

Yours sincerely,

JAMES R, CHABOT
Minister

Attt
Press Release No.l/77

L.I. 977 refers
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April 4, 1977,

Mr. R.C. Getty, P.Eng.,

General Manager,

Kilborn Engineering (B.C.) Ltd.,
1199 West Pender Street,
VANCOUVER, B.C. V6E 2R1.

Dear Mr. Getty:

Re: Consolidated Rexspar Minerals & Chemicals
d. - Bi 1 j -

In general the Stage I Report is acceptable to the Steering
Committee. If possible, an addendum would be useful to indicate the
.monitoring and environmental programs proposed for this year.

There are several items which must be considered immediately
but should not be included in the Stage I Report:

General: 1. A climate station should be established on site. The longer
local climatic monitoring is in place the greater the
reliability on exterpolation with neighbouring stations.

2. A program of monitoring, if not already underway, should
commence immediately - the flows of surface, groundwater,
mine water from adits and the flows on Foghorn and GClay
Creeks. Two days of monitoring is sparse even for a Stage
I and some attempt should be made to capture this year s
freshet such as it is.

3. 1t is recognized that the tailings pond is the major impact
in this project and the design meet all the requirements
laid down by the A.E.C.B., Pollution GControl Board and the
Ministry of Mines and Petroleum Resources.

4, Stage I Report should be distributed by the Company to
Thompson-Nicola Regional District and Clearwater Improvement
District.

1. The date of data collection is December 1975, which could make some
of the data on zoning and Regional District plans out of date.

00.2

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA




2.

Updated data on zoning should be sought immediately.

2. More attention should have been paid to assessing impacts of
new housing and services on the community services (water,
sewer) in Clearwater. Even though this impact may be relatively
small, it should be identified in view of the short time frame
to complete Stage II studies.

3. Development on the 200 year flood plain is disallowed at present
unless there is flood proofing. A careful land use plan of proposed
construction camp and operations work force should be prepared
with the flood hazard in mind.

4, With a 4 year life span; we are looking at a very short-term
development. Relatively more responsibility should therefore
lie with the developer to finance service improvements that have
no long-term benefit to the community.

The number of copies required will be thirty to the Steering Committee
for distribution to Provincial Government agencies and six to A.E.C.B. care of
Mr. A.B. Dory in Ottawa.

‘ Comments on the Stage I Report are required to be submitted to the
*Steerlng Committee within thirty days from distribution. A summation of the
comments will be forwarded within the following two weeks. ‘

}ﬁ,D. McDonald, P.Eng.,
:/f Chairman,
45/ Uranium Mining Steering Committee.

JDM: jau

_
copy: ) Dfe J.T. Fyles
Mr. B. Marr
Mr. M.J. Bastiiani
Dr. J. O'Riordan
Mr. A.B. Dory
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7 W. Seymour Street
Kamloops, British Columbia
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March 31, 1977
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OR 9o

n
.

Mr. E. J. Bowles-

Chief BHld Commissioner

R

Ministry of Mines and
Petroleum Resources

Parliament Buildings

VICTORIA, B. C.

Dear Mr. Bowles:

o e
- e

Uranium Preperty - Birch Island

‘%,
7"'::1 LM
6

DEPT. OF

Further to my previous submnission I enclose copies of newspaper
clippings which reflect the growing dissatisfaction with the proposed
operation in the Clearwater area.

NRB/ww
Encl.

¢cc: Mr., P. F. Ramsay

Victoria, B. C.

/

Yours t i
‘\‘/Z*Y\

\

W
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) -
)EC Kamloops has called for Denison Mines to give a
complete public accountabxmy regardmg its past actions and

lulure plans for a uranium mine in the Clearwater area. SPEC
b Iso asked the Provincial Government to involve the public

3 decision-making process involving mine approvals.

Ina statement released today, SPEC charged that so far there
have been “many indications of efforts to thwart public input
untilit is too late to be of significant influence,”

Several area groups will co-ordinate in the campaign to seek

“informaiion on the mine and the many concerns expressed
about it, the SPEC release indicated. An Interior Investigative

mine issue:

The release states that because of SPEC's "deep concern for
l’w potential for harm in developing an open-pit uranium mine
in !"e Birch Island area, it is initiating action to secure a
Up:‘n. h public investigation of the whole matter.

Committee is in the process of being eslablished to look into the’

“Sp ht‘ is calling for a complete public accountability -

N ,

'
'

regarding Denison's activities to date and plans for the future
accompanied by a full disclosure of all pertinent information.
Thxs mcludes a host of unanswered questions. . !

. UNANSWERED QUEST[ONS
“Questions of safety, economy, energy requirements, social

impact, health, pollutlon and most important of all the decision

making process. SPEC is particularly concerned because of the
lack of public awareness as to the pollution and radio:.ctive
hazards involved and because 'of the complete absence of
regulations for the proposed development from mining
speculators or the provincial government.”’

SPEC president Don Ellsay that somethmg as poteniially
hazardous as a uranium mine requires government and
dcvelop«.r initiative to involve the public from the earliest stage.
It is doubly important in this case, for as B.C.’s first uranium
mine, its guidelines will set a precedent, said Ellsay.

However the decision making process has not been very

promxsmg so far, he decla"ed “There has been many op-
portunities for the government to mvolve the pubhc but to date
thns has not happened.”” .

ONE-SIDED

A committee recently set up to co-ordinate uranium mine
approvals will likely request “madequate" controls predicted
Ellsay because the company is operating in a vacuum at the
moment building up its case with no opposition,

“I’s a far cry from complete public input.”

He said SPEC is planning to co-operate with a number of
provincial and national organizations including. the Inter-
national Development Education and Research Association
(IDERA), the Canadian Coalition for Nuclear Responsibility,
Pacific Life Community and the Greenpeace Foundahon in the
campaign.,

At the moment we're only *seekers of information” saxd
Ellsay. ““We want to be able to find out about the problems and
contribute positive suggestions.”
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March 29, 1977.

Dr. A.T. Prince, President,
Atomic Energy Control Board,
P.0O. Box 1046, / .
OTTAWA, Ontario. K1P 589. e

Dear Dr. Prince:

?‘#

‘Re: Consolidated Rexspar Minerals & GhemicalBILE j qu “"K:;h/

Recent meetings in Victoria discussed the Consolidated Rexspar
Project at Brich Island. It became evident that a committee should be set
up to co-ordinate federal and provincial jurisdictions as well as the
development itself., ‘ '

The Deputy Ministers of the Ministry of Mines and Petroleum
Resources and the Ministry of Environment requested that a steering
committee be set up for uranium mining in British Columbia. TFollowing
is the composition of the committee with the representative of A.E.C.B.
to be named:

Je.D. McDonald - Chairman, Ministry of Mines and
o Petroleum Resources

J. O'Riordan - Ministry of the Environment

To Be Named - Atomic Energy Control Board

It is requested that you appoint a representative to the
committee. We have established an excellent working relationship with
Mr. A. Dory of your staff and would suggest that his appointment would
be a welcome addition to the committee.

Yours very truly, ////f
J.D‘ MCDonald PoEngo,
Chalrman,

Uranium Steering Committee.
JDM: jau

copy: vﬂgz JeT. Fyles, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Mines and Petroleum Resources

Mr. J,W} Peck, P.Eng., Chief Inspector of Mines, Ministry of Mines and
Petroleum Resources.

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA
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Mr. R.C. Getty, P.Eng.,

Kilborn Engineering (B.GC.) Ltd.,
1199 West Pender Street,
VANCOUVER, B.C. VO6E 2Rl1.

Dear Sir:

Marxch 15, 1977, ;sec»D zwﬂtﬁ oy
-
FFERRED | TO | DATE | M
roets || §
A D M. :
& DR
[
&P
A. D.
Pa

Re: Consolidated Rexspar Minerals & GChemicals

Limited - Birch Island Project.

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of March 10,

FILE Jy /.

1977 and the three copies of the "Prellmlnary Environmental Study
of the Proposed Birch Island Project'.

The Steering Committee, consisting of myself, Mr. A.B.

' Dory of the A.E.C.B., and Dr. J. O'Riordan, Ministry of Environment,
will review the report at an early date and will advice if further
information is required and will also advise on the number of copies

required.

JDM: jau

copy: ,Bf: J.T. Fyles
Dr. J. O'Riordan

Mr. A. Dory

Yours very truly,

%///%4,4//

;J«b. McDonald, P.Eng.,
/' /Senior Reclamation Inspector.

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA
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Kilborn Engineering (B.C.) Ltd./ 1199 W. Pender, Vancouver, Canada V6E 2R 1. Telex: 04-507734, Tel: 604,688-8361

-
" DEPUTY MINISTER OF 1)~
, 197 ‘ fes
March 10, 1977 & PETROLEUM RESOURC
YL
D LT

97%

(3 f' A b
Dr. J.T. Fyles, P. Eng. ﬁ@(u 0] o e
Deputy Minister of Mines T8
Department of Mines and Petroleum Resources DR[| L
Parliament Buildings . D.P ‘
Victoria, B.C. LR
V8v 1X4 & P.
Dear Sir: D

Re: Consolidated Rexspar Minerals &  FiilE 4~/i Coae, B lin
Chemicals Limited
Birch Island Project

On behalf of Consolidated Rexspar Minerals & Chemicals Limited,

we have forwarded to Mr. J.D. McDonald, P. Eng., Senior Reclamation
Inspector, three copies of the ”Pre11m1nary Env1ronmenta1 Study

of the Proposed Birch Island Project."

We understand that after review by Mr. J.D. McDonald and Mr. A.B.
Dory of the A.E.C.B., additional copies will be required.

If you require any further information at this time, we would be
pleased to assist you.

Yours truly,

KILBORN ENGINEERING (B.C.) LTD.

s

R.C. Getty, P. Eng.

RCG/bn
c.c. Mr. J.D. McDonald, P. Eng.



January 24th 1977

Mr. Noel O'Brien,
Vice-President,
Denison Mines Limited,

4, King Street West, AL// C s ﬁ;xf‘

TORONTO, Ontario

Dear Mr. O'Brien:

This note is to thank you for 'phoning
in your concern regarding the error in the recent news
release of January 20th in which we referred to Denison
Mines Limited and should have kept strictly with
Consolidated Rexspar and Chemicals.

I was aware of the relationship of the
two companies but felt that it was preferable, from our
point of view, to refer to Denison Mines as all our contacts
had been with Denison people and all the public comment
that we had heard referred to Denison and the Rexspar
property.

I have not corrected the error and we have
had no criticism for it. Had I been able to discuss
it with you before the news release went out I would have
made the necessary correction.

I apologise if this has caused you any
embarrassment but do not feel it serious enough from our
point of view to send out an amendment.

Yours very truly,

JAMES T. FYLES
Deputy Minister

JTPF :bg



Mr. Noel O'Brien 'phoned from Denison Mines in Toronto. re
the telex.

He says this is wrong (and so of course is
the Press Release). The reference to Denison in 3rd
and 7th paras. and in the last para. should read "Consolidated
Kexspar & Chemicals".

He says this is a technical point but should
be corrected in the interests of accuracy. He is V.P.of
Denison and also of Rexspar. Mr. M.J. deBastiani is also
a V.P. of Denison Mines and also manager of the Rexspar
feasibility work. Address 4 - King Street West, Toronto.

BEKXEEKX He said you might like to add a paragraph to
any correction to the effect that Denison Mines is the
principal shareholder of Consolidated Rexspar. and Chemicals
and manager of the Rexspar property.
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065-24135 DR. J. T. PYLES
DEPUTY MINISTER
MINES AND PETROLEUM RESOURCES
VICTORIA, B.C.
ACTION PRECEDENCE ~{ ORIGINATOR’S NUMBER DATE AND TIME OF ORIGIN
IMMEDIATE A/C 168641 JAN, 20th. 10.30 a.m.

THE POLLOWING JOINT STATEMENT IS MADE BY THE HON. J.R. CHAROT,
MINISTER OF MINES AND PETROLEUM RESOURCES AND THD: HON. J.A., NITLSFMN, MINISTER
OF THE ENVIRONMENT.

BECAUSE OF THE ENERGY CRISIS, INTEREST IN EXPLORATION FOR
URANIJM DEPOSITS AND THE DDVELOPMENT O URAMIUM MINES IN BRITISH COLUMBIA HAS
RECENTLY ACCELERATED. TO ENSURE A HIGH LEVEL OF SAFETY BOTH FOR MINET WORKERS
AND THE PUBLIC, AS THIS VALUABLFE MINERAL RESOURCE TS DFVFLOPED, YOUR GOVERNMENT
IS WORKING CLOSELY WITH THE ATOMIC ENERGY CONTROL RBOARD OF CANADA.

RECENTLY, DENISOW MINES LIMITED, PRODUCFKERS OF URANIUM IN FASTERN
CANADA, HAVE SUBMITTED A PRELIMINARY REPORT ON A PROPOSFD DEVELOPMENT OF THE
REXSPAR PROPERTY AT BIRCH ISLAND, 65 MILFS NORTH OF RAMLOOPS, AND ON JAMNUARY
13th 1977 COMPANY OFFICIALR ATTENDED MEETINGS IN VICTORIA TO DISCUSS THE PROJECT
WITH TECHNICAL OFFICERS OF OUR TWO MINISTRIES AND THD AFCD,

THE REXSPAR DFPOSIT IS ONE THAT HAS AERN KNOWJ FOR MANY YEARS
AND CONTAINS A VARIETY OF VALUABLD MINERALS I ADDITION T0 THE URANIUM. THE
PROPOSED DEVELOPMINT IS A SMALL OPELL PIT MINE PRODUCING AT A RATE Br 1,909
TONS PER DAY ANWND EMPLOYING APPROXIMATIILY 80 PrOBIY, A RESIRYVE 27 1.22 HILLION
TONS, GRADING 1.539 POUNDS U,0, / TON IS INDICATED AWD THERE IS SIGUINICANT
POTENTIAL TO EXTEND TIESD RR%E%VHF.

' TO CO-ORDINATYE GOVERNMTNT APPROVALS VN1 »My TIMAMNIUM MIVES, A
STEERING COMMITTLE HAS DBELN ESTABLISHYD FROM OFFICTALS OF TIESE THRFEE AGENCIES.
A STAGED APPROVAL FPROCESS OF ENVIROWMENTAL ASSTSSHI AT IS REQUIRED, 3SIMILAR TO
THAT NOW IN PLACE FOR OTHV.R MINES BUT PLACIHG PARTICULAR IMPHASIS O THE

DRAFTER'S NAME OFFI—CE— TEL.NO. RELEASING AUTHORITY SIGNATURE
BRENDA GOODE ROO!N 406, DOURLAS BLDG. £058

FOR COMMUNICATIONS PERSONNEL USE ONLY

DATE AND TIME OF DISPATCH:

SySTEM: ., FORM DCT 10-75

Original to Message Centre Copy for Your File TYPE IN UPPER CASE CHARACTERS
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PAGE —— OF . PAGES . \ MESSAGE FORM s  FLENGMBER 4] (Rexapar)

T0: FROM: L — -’

DR. J.T. FYLES
065-24135 DEPUTY MINISTER
: MINES AND PETROLEUM RESOURCES
VICTORIA, B.C.
ACTION PRECEDENCE ORIGINATOR'S NUMBER DATE AND TIME OF ORIGIN

IMMEDIATE : A/C 168641 JAN. 20th. 10.30 A.M

PBTENTIAL HAZARDS FROM THE HANDLING OF RADIOACTTVE MATERIALS.

THE STAGED PROCESS REQUIRES DEVELOPERS TO SUBMIT A PROSPECTUS;
A FIRST STAGE REPORT WHICH IDENTIFIES THE PROBLEMS; A SECOND STAGE REPORT
WHICH PROPOSES SOLUTIONS, AND A THIRD STAGE REPORT IN PRFPARATINN FOR THF
APPLICATION FOR VARIOUS PERMITS UNDER PROVINCIAL STATUTES.- EACH STAGE REQUIRES
THE APPROVAL OF ALL INTERESTED GOVERNMENT AGENCIES.

AT THIS TIME, NO APPLICATION FROM DENISON MINES HAS BEEN MADE FOR
A POLLUTION CONTROL PTRMIT.

HOWEVER, INDUSTRY FAS BEI 4 WARNED THAT SUCH AN APFLICATION MUST
MEET STRINGENT REQIRPMENTS, INCLUDING:
§
A COPY OF ANY APPLICATIONM UNDER TiIF POLLUTION
CONTROL ACT, WITH SUPPORTTNG DOCUMENTS, TO RE MADT
AVAILABLE ™0 AECE AS WELL AS AGENCINS MNAMFD IN THE
ACT AND TO THFE GEMFERAL PUBLIC;

ANY PUBLIC HEARING UNDER SECTION 13 OF TEBE ACT TO
INCLUDI: REPRESENTATION FROM AULC3 OM THE TRCHNICAL PANEL;

ALL RLOUIREMENTS OF THE AFCB YWILL B CONTAINED T ANY
PERMIT ISSUED IN ADDITION TO PROVIICIAL REQUIREMENTS
UNDER THE POLLUTIOM COMNTROL ACT.

THE AECB HAS JURISDICTIOHN OVER ALL URAHIUM PTRODUCTION IN CANADA.
BEFORE ANY WORK ON URANIUM PROPERTIES CAN BE UNDERTAKIWN, AN ATLCB PERMIT IS

DRAFTER'S NAME OFFICE TEL. NO. RELEASING AUTHORITY SIGNATURE
BREMDA GOODE ROOm 406, DOUGLAS BLDG. 6N58

FOR COMMUNICATIONS PERSONNEL USE ONLY

DATE AND TIME OF DISPATCH:

SYSTEM:

- FORM DCT 10-75
Original to Message Centre Copy for Your File ' TYPE IN UPPER CASE CHARACTERS
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REQUIRED. DENISON MINES NOW HOLDS AN EXPLORATION PERMIT FOR THE
REXSPAR PROPERTY AND WILL REQUIRE ANOTHER PERPMIT BEFORE PRODUCTION CAN
BEGIN. THE PROCESS OF ISSUING THE AECB PERMIT NECESSITATES THE HOLDING
OF PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETINGS.

DRAFTER'S NAME co E OFF]CE ' TEL.NO. RELEASING AUTHORITY SIGNATURE
BRENDA GOOD Room 406 Douglas Bld. 6058 R
FOR COMMUNICATIONS PERSONNEL USE ONLY ’

DATE AND TIME OF DISPATCH:
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Original to Message Centre CopyforYourFile . - : TYPE IN UPPER CASE CHARACTERS
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Once again my conscience is prodding me into becoming
involved in another protest, andas a resident of Clearwater I
can truthfully say we've had more than our share of
controversial issues within the past six years or so. This one,
though, will have to be the largest in scope that I, and I will go
so far as to say all British Columbians, will be faced with.

Let me tell youthatlam very tired and weary of becoming
involved in protests and fights, which some of them became. It
would be so much easier and less energy draining just to .
ignore it all and bury one’s head in the sand. I really don’t

enjoy this sort of thing, but I seemtohavea s‘tropg_’ gon§c_ience o

and sense of duty that won't leave me be.: : .
The issue is British Columbia’s first uranium mine!
Denison Mines Ltd. announced recently that they will be
developirg their Rexspar property at Birch Island, a small
 community seven miles northof Clearwater, for the purpose
. of extracting uranium ores. What is uranium used for? That is
the big question! - et o
: The moral and ethical decision to be made here concerning
. thisissueis whether we want to.be involved. in supplying the
very fuel that may be used sometime in the future for our

destruction and the destruction of our environment, or, the

destruction of the life systems on this planet.

What better way to begin stopping the insanity of the
proliferation of nuclear weapons and radioactive wastes than
by going to the very source — the extraction of uranium ores?
and putting a stop to it. A

Canada is selling Candureactors and nuclear materials to
unstable third world countries. Is this not another good reason
for protesting this mine. Robert Bonner declared recently

that B.C. would have a nuclear power plant in10 years — does -

this have something todo with this uranium mine? One other
question that must be asked is whether this mine will be
polluting the North Thompson, Thompson and Fraser Rivers?

Asfar as I'm concerned, this one issue takes precedence
over any other that mankind has ever been faced with. It is the
epitome of issues! Because it can mean the total destruction of
this planet. - SN o

Although all I crave is peace and serenity, how can it be
achieved unless one can say that they have done all they can to
have earned it? I feel I am forcing myself into another
situation where I am made to feel like a Don Quixote going
around tilting at windmills. But if Idon’t follow the dictates of
my conscience and my reverence for life, I feel I will become
something less than a human, and that I may possibly have
forfeited my children’s rights to a future.

Solask myself what does it matter if I appear as a kook to

some people, just as long asIretain my integrity and values?

AtleastIwill not have sold my soul to the gods of the babbits —
the chamber of commerce types — whobowdown and worship
the falsegods of profit, economics and progress, who never
consider the future consequences of their actions. .
I1am appealing to all individuals to become involved in this

issue, and to such organizations as SPEC and the Sierra Club.-
We will be seeking the help of the Greenpeace Foundation also,
as they have been heavily involved with this issue in other
cases, and on the general principle.

NAME WITHHELD,
Clearwater
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Nothing
great
on mine

Nogreat announcements are
expected from a meeting
Thursday in Victoria dealing
with a proposed uranium mine
near Clearwater, says &
Toronto mining official.

Consolidated Rexbar,
controlled by Denison Mines,
plans to operate an open pit
mineand mill at Birch Island..
Ore reserves have been
estimated at 1.5 million tons.

A. meeting will be held

" petween representatives of the

company, Federal Atomic
Energy and province to lay 9ut
guidelines for development

- and operation of the only B.C.

uranium mine.
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DEPARTHENT OF NEWS RELEASE

PETROLEUM RESOURCES

1 - 1977 January 20th 1977
British Columbia

The following joint statement is made by the Hon.
James R. Chabot, Minister of Mines and Petroleum Resources and the
Hon. J.A. Nielsen, Minister of the Environment.

' Because of the energy crisis, interest in exploration
for wranium deposits and the development of uranium mines in British
Columbia has recently accelerated. To ensure a high level of safety
both for mine workers and the public, as this valuable mineral resource
is developed, your Government is working closely with the Atomic
Energy Control Board of Canada.

Recently, Denison Mines Limited, producers of uranium
in eastern Canada, have submitted a preliminary report on a proposed
development of the Rexsbar property at Birch Island, 65 miles north
of Kamloops, and on January 13th 1977 company officials attended
meetings in Victoria to discuss the project with technical officers of
our two Ministries and the AECB.

The Rexspar deposit is one that has been known for
many years and contains a variety of valuable minerals in addition to
the uranium. The proposed development is a small open pit mine producing
at a rate of 1,000 tons per day and employing approximately 80 people.
A reserve of 1.22 million tons, grading 1.539 pounds U3O8 /ton is
indicated and there is significant potential to extend these reserves.

To co-ordinate Government approvals for new uranium
mines, a Steering Committee has been established from officials of these
three agencies. A staged approval process of environmental éssessment
is required, similar to that now in place for other mines but placing
particular emphasis on the potential hazards from the handling of
radioactive materials.

The staged process requires developers to submit a
prospectus; a first stage report which identifies the problems; a
second stage report which proposes solutions, and a third stage report
in preparation for the application for various permits under Provincial
statutes. Each stage requires the approval of all interested
Government agencies.



At this time, no application from Denison Mines
. has been made for a Pollution Control Permit.
However, industry has been warned that such an

application must meet stringent requirements, including:

- A copy of any application under the
Pollution Control Act, with supporting
documents, to be made available to AECB
as well as agencies named in the Act and
to the general public;

- Any public hearing under section 13 of
the Act to include representation from
AECB on the technical panel;

- All requirements of the AECB will be
contained in any permit issued in
addition to Provincial requirements
under the Pollution Control Act.

The AECB has jurisdiction over all uranium production
in Canada. Before any work on uranium properties can be undertaken,
an AECB permit is required. Denison Mines now holds an exploration
permit for the Rexspar property and will require another permit
before production can begin. The process of issuing the AECB permit
necessitates the holding of public information meetiﬁgs.

-30-



- ~ GOVERNMENT OF BRITISH C~ UMBIA

MEMORANDUM
TO.. ... Dr. Jo Ta Fyles, . FROM
............ Deputy Minister.of Mines. & .. . Deputy Minister. of the Environment.
Petroleum Resources,
Bul dingS e S | OO December....1........ 19.76...
sussecr...._Proposed. Birch. lsland. Uranium..Mine OUR FILE......... 0290650.......

YOUR FILE............................

At a meeting on October 28, 1976 held by the Atomic Energy Control
Board, various agencies described their interests in a proposed
uranium mine-mill operation.

An evaluation of such a proposal raises special concern of an
environmental and public health nature and | am sure will generate
a great deal of public concern as well. |t may be that the normal
assessment and review procedures should not apply to such an
operation.

I suggest that we arrange a meeting including officials of our two

Ministries to discuss this matter.

B. E. Marr,
Deputy Minister of the Environment.

‘ DSI:IPUTY MINISTER o o

PETROLENY ®g5y. -

N
(UM “,TL' hy P U oA Bon hooin (W
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Kilborn Engineering (B.C.) Ltd./ 1199 W. Pender, Vancouver, Canada V6E 2R 1. Telex: 04-507734, Tel: 604,688-8361

November 18, 1976

Dr. J. T. Fyles, P. Eng.
Deputy Minister of Mines
Department of Mines and
Petroleum Resources
Parliament Building
Victoria, B. C.

V8V 1X4
Dear Sir: 0. Dk
Re: Consolidated Rexspar Minerals & }{
Chemicals Limited ;
/
On behalf of Consolidated Rexspar Minerals & Chemicals

Limited, we are pleased to submit one copy of the Prospectus

for the uranium property at Birch Isldnd, B. C.

We have forwarded this date, thirty (30) copies to
Mr. J. McDonald, P. Eng., Senior Inspector of Mines -

Reclamation,

If you require any further information at this time, we would

be pleased to assist you,

Yours trab | DEPUTY MINISTER OF M
. & PETROLEUM RESOURG.S
KILBORN ENGINEERING (B. C.) LTD.

nEcyD f.,‘;; }, C;. ${ {2 /1 f} 2

R. C. Getty, P. Eng. TTERRED | 10 | DATE ' ,m: |

RCG:jmi

cc: Mr. J. McDonald
Mr. M. De Bastiani

Enclosure

FILE lH Cuw% (L\c |



November 24th 1976

Mr. R. C. Getty, P. Bng.,
Kilborn Engineering (B.C.) Ltd.,
1199 West Pender Streat,
VANCOUVER, B.C.

V6E 2R1

Dear Mr. Getty:
This will acknowledge and thank you
for the Prospectus report of Consolidated Rexspar
Minerals and Chemicals Limited, Birch Island Project.
Mr. McDonald will circulate copies
to affected Government agencies and you will be hearing
from him when their comments have been received.

Yours very truly,

JAMES T. FYLES
Deputy Minister

JTF:bg



WOOD GUN™V LIMIT™™ Royal Trust Tower | PO. Box 27 Torontr-Dominion Centre
- N Toronto, Ontario, Canada MSheg!7 | Teyg10ne (416) 362-4433

Mr. James T. Fyles,

Deputy Minister,

Department of Mines &
Petroleum Resources,

VICTORIA, B.C. September 23, 1976
CL Gundy
CE Med!and Dear Jim:
JR LeMesurier
JN Abell
DCH Stanley I much appreciated the opportunity to spend a very interesting
IS Steers hour with you last week.

RE Beate

IMG Scott There now appears to be an interesting degree of cautious optimism

emerging in the Vancouver mining community. I hope that your
- Department will find ways to offer as much encouragement as
////;;7 possible to those companies which have properties which might be
- developed into production.
As T suggested, whenever you and John Poyen are in Toronto, please
feel absolutely free to give me a call. We would be delighted to
see you.

With kindest regards,

Yours sincerely,

QI&*W  DEPUTY MINISTER OF # ™
& PETROLEUM RESOURGES

WR. H. Sclater “EC'D ":_“ 1 l;}',ﬂ(.:ih 2(}47

RHS/pp
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PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS, VICTORIA, BRITISH COLUMBIA V8V 1x4 1§

pate.. July 15, 1976

Re: Birch Island-~Rexspar U308
Fluorite--Celestite.

Bruno Hildebrand of Kilborne Engineering, retained by Rexspar (Den-
nison Mines), was having 11 drill site locations put in during July. On Fri-
day, July 9 the first hole was started on the "A" zone, supervised by Werner
Gruenwald under contract to Kerr and Dawson, the latter retained by Kilborne.
The holes were located "geologically" by a geologist from Quebec who consults
for Dennison. Total footage is to be 1300' or less.

The vertical holes are HQ size to obtain material for further met-
allurgical testing and Kilborne have plans with the open pit benches laid
out. A 5 year life is considered and a grade of 0.1 U,0, contemplated. Ton=
nage questions were avoided but they are drilling threé zones, the A, B & BD
all reported to be relatively flat lying (5°-30°) of a porphry (B.C.D.M.
Annual Report 1954) or a trachyte sill or flow (Jack Scott, et al).

The host rock is often a grey, schistose pyrite bearing limonite
weathering rock, occasionally showing a fine to medium grained granular
texture. 100 M east of the B zone banded purple fluorite and celestite
occur close to a breccia with aligned fragments up to 4 cms long diameter.

i

Rocks in the area away from the radiocactive zones are phyllites .
and black mica schists of Shuswap age.

Radioactive "hot" spots are along shears containing fine grained
banded pyrite, usually pyrolusite, an odd looking pearly grey mica (Mg-rich)
and probably uraninite. Fluorite is often in purple disseminated blebs or
in more massive concentrations,

Most of the radioactive zones are confined to these dark, sheared
zones and strike mostly EW with northerly dips.

Using the Exploranium GRS-101 background off the property is 5
to 10 cps, and increases to 30 cps on the property. Over the area to be
mined the background averages 300 cps. Over the "richer" areas, counts up
to 4000 cps were recorded. The highest readings were on the BD zone.

'

| DEPUTY MINISTER OF I:ggés;
| & PETRQLEUM RESOU
1609
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Dr. E. W. Grove
July 15, 1976
Page 2

There are 5 known radioactive areas on the property. Thin section
work is described in the 1954 B.C.D.M. report.

It would appear that Dennison are quite serious about placing this
property in production, subject to further metallurgical testing.

//
’6@?(/1/%

GPEW:1lc Gordon P. E. White
cc: J. Thomson


















June 11, 1976

Mr. Noel O'Brien,

Vice President,

Consolidated Rexspar Minerals
and Chemicals Limited,

20th Floor - 4 King St. West,
Toronto, Ontario. MSH 1C2.

Dear Mr. O®Brien:

Thank you for your letter of June 8
regarding proposed work at your Birch Island
property. I have passed copies to the Geological
and Inspection Divisions here in Victoria and
to the Kamloops Office.

I plan to be away from the office during
July and suggest that if you come to Wctoria you
-arrange to visit Dr. A. Sutherland Brown and J. A.
(Garnett of the Geological Division (387-5975) and
7 J. D. McDonald (387-3630) and/or P. E. Olson (387-
7 (_6254) of the Inspection and Engineering Division
(1837 Fort Street).

N mlﬂvéf,. Yours very truly,
, /Qij
Cop?

i AN
s
..f’ ! /(/

G

James T. Fyles,
Deputy Minister.

JTF:DB



h‘c

\eW
ity |

in-
ind
ely
rol
ion
ov-

b

1t

URANTUM
MINE MEET

SLATED )V

KAMLOOPS (P — A
meeting is to be held Jan. 13
in Victoria which may decide
the future of British Colum-
bia’s only uranium mine.

Representatives of Denison
Mines will meet with officials
of the Atomic Energy Board
and the province to lay out
federal and provincial guide-
lines that would govern devel-
opment and operation of the
mine,

Denison, through a sub-
sidiary, Consolidated Rexbar
Litd., has plans to operate an
open-pit uranium mine and
mill at Birch Island, near
Clearwater. Ore reserves in
the area have been estimated
at 1.5 million tons.

A company spokesman said
today that operating at a ca-
pacity of 750 to 1,000 tons of
ore supplied to the mill a day
would keep the mine opera-
tional for between five and
nine years.

In its initial stages, the
mine would employ up to 200
persons, with between 60 and
80 retained on the payroll

when it is fully QpQratv;ml
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Energy, Mines and Energie, Mines et
Resources Canada Ressources Canada

Science and Technology  Science et Technologie

Your file Votre référence

Qurfile  Notre référence

December 11, 1975

Dr. James T. Fyles,

Associate Deputy Minister,

Mines and Petroleum Resources, CZAM N~tay
Parliament Buildings, &,/. ﬁ
Victoria, B.C.

V8V 1X4

Dear Dr. Fyles:

Further to our recent correspondence concerning the ore reserves
at Consolidated Rexspar Minerals and Chemicals Limited, a submission
has been received from the company and a visit by a technical team was
made to Toronto.

We must conclude that the mining company's assessment of the ore
reserves is a fair one for that particular deposit. A copy is enclosed
for your use.

Historically, the cost of establishing uranium plants in Canada
has averaged $38,000 per ton of daily raw ore capacity. With cost
escalation, a fairer figure to use today for low grade deposits would
be in the neighbourhood of $50,000. If we assume conventional mining
and processing, the property could not operate at $20/1b U308'

An alternative may have been direct shipping of the ore to an acid-
leach plant, say in Elliot Lake. The small volumes involved would not
justify favourable freight rates so this plan would also be uneconomic.

In summary then, we must conclude that an isolated small deposit
of modest grade cannot be operated when the price of U30 is $20 or less
per pound. The picture could change if some current tes% leaching projects
are successful. It could also change if additional deposits of higher
grade should be discovered in the district. The situation will be
reviewed annually and you will be kept informed.

Any comments you may wish to make would be welcome.

Yours sincerely,

Encl. \
Canada Centre for Mineral Centre canadien de technologie W (Q,K,L

and Energy Technology,  des minéraux et de I'énergie, .

555 Booth Street, 555, rue Booth, ) Amil Dubni'?,

Ottawa, Canada. Ottawa, Canada. Senior Assessor, Uranium Reserves
K1A 0G1 K1A 0G1
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A DA et
Mr. Gordon MacNabb, w Ll
Deputy Minister, : x‘\JQL

Dept. of Energy, Mines and Resources,
580 Booth Street,

OTTAWVWA, Ontarlo,

K1A 0E4. .

Dear Mr. MacNabb:

In reply to your letter of September 18, 1975 to

Mr. John Kostuik concerning Rexspar's uranium ore reserves,

I am glad to confirm that we will cooperate fully with

your department.

I enclose a statement of Rexspar reserves in the
form requested, We have just recently completed an inde-
pendent review of reserves, comparing results to earlier
studies done by others. You will note that no reserves are
shown in under - $20 range and that none are shown in the
probable and possible categories. An earlier report
(Robertson - 1967) showed an undiluted tonnage of 17561,000
tons grading 1.762 lbs./ton. The present reserve, however,

now reported by us includes open pit recoverable ore only and.

excludes high grade lenses which are too narrow or too deeply
buried to justify increased stripping ratios.

Correspondence and arrangeménts for a visit by a
technical team should be referred to me. I expect Dr. E. L.
Evans will be our technical representative for detailed
geological discussions. _ s

.

Yours sincerely,

CONSOLIDATED. REXSPAR MINERALS
& CHEMICALS LIMITED

s I; )( f
jc LR ¥\~;\’L v\ki ( ' v~ /“l’/\] (3,'( L /(-)/)/LM

1] T ‘“‘(‘"“ ' :
— AR Ao < 4 1 0'Brien )
g//fii ',7_4=s K'fl»cn-chi b—-President e EIVEY
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Conmpany Consolidated Rexspar Minerals & Chemicals Limited

Property Birch Island, British Columbia

. Summary of Uranium Reserves and Resources
in Canada as of September, 1975

Classification - S :
) of : {A) : , (B)
Reserves® Recoverable at less - Additional recoverable at between
+ than $20/1b U0 ' $20 and 40/1b U.O
| A 3°8 38
Short Tons| Av. 1b U041} Av. 1b ThOp Short tons |av. 1b U0 [ Av. 15 Ta0
‘ton- - ton o ‘ -
. ’ ton ] " ton
Measured (Proven) .- - - . 11,620,000 ** 1.504 -
Indicated (Probable) . - - v - - - -
Inferred (Possible) - » - - - - -

* Current definitions used by the Department of Energy, Mines and Resources
(A) This category will be "ore" reserves in the usual mining sense.
(B) This categor& provides for an apprecijtion,’askp resource, of

uranium deposits the mining of which depends on' improved prices,
improvements in mthods of mining or treatment, ctc.

*% reserves mineable by open pit; cut-off grade 0.8 lbs..U30 /toﬁ; average dilution of-7% incl:
. , _ . : ' , ' , de






December 18th 1975

Mr. Amil Dubnie,

Senior Assessor, Uranium Reserves,
Canada Centre for Mineral and
Energy Technology,

555 Booth Street,

OTTAWA, Canada KlA 0Gl

Dear Mr. Dubnie:

This will acknowledge and thank you for
your letter of December llth containing an estimate of
the uranium reserves at Rexspar. It is a valuable record

f&r our files.
Yours sincerely,

JAMES T. FYLES
Associate Deputy Minister

JTF :bg
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