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I Advises Angio swiss 
R~*snurccs !nc.'s explorclt~on manager, Jarncs Laird, repor:s [he 

sv.mgrrtph1c horizon. Accr.: to the zones is excellcnt FIoLtt ' 

oxurrenccs of similar matcri:i! !,JVC been traced for an xlJiti;~::;il km 
dong strikc. lolitc, the gcn: ur ic ty  of the mineral known its 
cordieriic. is a hard arid durahlc gcmstone with a violct-blue colour. 
similar in appc~~rancc 10 rhc gcmstonc (anzanite. Mite from the Blu 
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Starr property displays a rcmarkable propcrty known as trichroism, 
meaning that if a gemstone is viewed from three different directions. 
i t  exhibits three different colours, namely blue-violet, honey yellow 
and pale blue-grey. Cabochon-cur iolitc from the propeny displays a 
noticeable star effect. 

Thc initial iolite discovery, known as the Rainbow Korth Zone, 
outcrops at the base of a small bluff. The mineralized zone has been 
hand-trenched and is prcscntly exposed for 20 metres along strike. 5 
metres in  thickness, and 5 mctres in profilc depth. The zonc has a 
shallow dip to the east and is open along strike and to depth. The 
surrounding wallrock is composed of well-layered feldspar-quartz- 
biotite-hornblende gneiss with scattered garnet porphyroblasts. The 
iolite host rock is a distinctive. dark-preen fjbrous metamorphic 
rock composed of' biotite and fuchsite mica, tremolite-actinolite. 
iolite. quartz, feldspar. mcgacrystic aimandine-pyrope garnets, and 
amphibole. Iolite content varies, averaging about 5 %  of the 
obscrvrd rock surface. which is highly altered duc to weathering. 
Additional minerals noted include amethyst. clear, rose and star 
quartz; schorl and dravite tourmaline crystals up to 10 cm i n  
diameter, rutile, bcryl, spinel. ilmenitc, muscovite, chlorite and 
others. The amethyst and clear quartz crystals commonly display 
positive and negative scepter [shaped crystals] and complex 
t w in n i ng patterns . 

The iolite occurs as large crystals in quartz vein stockworks and 
psgmatitcs. and as scattered masses throughout the host rock. The 
iolite crystals wcather to irregular masses o f  translucent violet gcm 
material on the outcrop surface. Beneath the weathered outcrop. the 
tabulzr iolite crystals display a grcenish-bro:; 2 retrograde alteration 
known as pinite. Mshich is a fine-grzined mixture of sericite mica and 
chlorite. The deepest samples obtained from the outcrop show 
euhedral dark violet crystals with minimal alteration. The largest 
single crystals exceed 1,000 carats i n  weight. but much larger 
crystalline masses have resulted from complex twinning and 
intcrgrowths. A representative 2 metre by 2 metre panel sample 
averaging about 10 cm in depth was taken by hammer and moil from 
the south end of the mineralized zone. The total sample uxight was 
about one tonne. from which 25 kg of high-gradc iolite cryhtals was 
extracted 

The second iolite zone, known as Rainbow South Zone is also 
found outcropping at the base of a low bluff, and is presently 
exposed for 10 metres along strike. 2 metres i n  thickness, and 3 
metres in profile depth. This zone also hzs a shallow dip m d  is Open 
to stri1.s and to depth. General deposit morphology. minerr?logy and 
aheratian are similar to thc Rainbow n'orth Zone. Larsr. euhedral 
iolite crystals form in  quartz veins and as scattered t t i s s e s  and 
Cr)lstals throughout the host rock. A representative 2 metre bp 2 
metre panel samplc averagjng about 10 cm in  depth was taken by 
hammer and moil was taken from the centre of the zone. The sample 
weight was about one tonne, which yielded about 25 kg of high- 
grade iolite crystals. 

The two samples takcn together contain more t k i ~ i ~  100.000 
rouzh carats o f  iolite crystd. Thc samples are currclltly bcing 
p:occsscd at the company's p-m lab in h'clson. BC to r m o v e  any 
waslc rock and to block out gem material far cutting. Find sample 
rcsu!is arc expected before yex-cnd. (SEE GCNL so.???. 19Nov98. 
P.2 FOR PREVIOUS lOtl7E GE.VSTONE PROJECT DATA i 


