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EQUIPKNT SELECTION FOR - ~ a c l f i c  Talc has completed 
TALC TESTS CONTINUES a t e s t  program for the 

selection o f  process equipment. 
The company has developed a pracess being patented I n  
the U.S., Canada, and Europe whlch transforms s o n  o f  
the propert ies o f  the t a l c  enabllng t h i s  product t o  be 
used as a f i l l e r  and coater pigment I n  the production o f  
paper i n  the Worth American Industry. Talc produced i n  
t h i s  process no t  only meets the sp tc l f l ca t ions  o f  
brightness, abrasion and pa r t i c l e  slze d l s t r l bu t i on  
Imposed by paper manufacturers, but also has dispersion 
and hydrophl l ic  pmpcr t les  that  are very d i f f e ren t  
compared t o  natural  h igh grade talcs. 

The production o f  t a l c  I n  B.C. f o r  use as a f i l l e r  
and coater pigments, creates an al ternat ive t o  tht 
Pac i f i c  North West paper industry I n  terms o f  supply o f  
pigments whlch u n t i l  now are produced fm Imported 
suppl i t s  o r  by chenlcal produc tlon. 

Talc has been used as a paper pigment i n  the 
European Industry f o r  several years bu t  has no t  
penetrated the North American market. Thls 1s due: i n  
Europe the p r l  nc l  pal p r i n t l ng  method used I s  Rotogravure 
I n  which the plgment I s  n q u l r e d  t o  have good dlsperslon 
propert les but  not be hydrophllic, Tbe use o f  offset 
inposes cer ta in  res t r l c t l ons  which the European ta l c  
production processes cannot wet ,  Un t i l  the proposed 
development of,Paciflc Talc's d e ~ o s l t  near How. B.C., 
the use o f  t a l c  i n  large quant i t ies has been proh ib i t i ve  
due t o  hfgh transportat ion costs. 

Pac i f i c  Talc i n  1991 produced ta lc  fm I t s  deposit 
and used the product as pigment i n  the manufacture o f  
paper samples ca l led  'handsheets'. Both the t a l c  and 
the handshtets were then subjected t o  a battery o f  tests 
whlch resulted I n  p o r l t l v e  resul ts  and these have been 
c i rcu la ted  t o  potent ia l  c l  l t n t s  w l  t h l n  the paper 
lndustry as pa r t  o f  an In-depth market study. 

Xn preparatlon of a f u l l y  Integrated p i l o t  plant, 
Pac i f i c  Talc tested tqulpncnt f o r  use I n  the proprietary 
process which d l  f f e r  f r on  other t a l c  mnufac turers. 


