
PROGRESSING WELL AT HEDLEY, L C ,  being shipped on a 
regular weekly basls 

from the Mascot 601d Wines' NIc'kel Plate gold mine, 
located a t  Hedley, 150 lnlles east o f  Vancouver, B,C, 
Tune-up started a t  the nine I n  May and I s  steadily,- 
approaching the design capaclty o f  2,700 tons per dry 
and the anticipated recoveries. 

Constructlon o f  the $68r000,000 surface open p i t  
and gold recovery plant was completed Hay 1,1987, ahead 
o f  schedule and some 101 under budget, The tune-up 
period during Uay and June Included the norm1 
mechanical adjustments t o  the major equipment Item8 
including the crusher, grlndlng m i l  1 s and thickener, 
The g r l  ndl ng c l  rcul  t 1 s pwfornlng above expectati0nS 
and on a routine basls i s  now producfng above the 2,700 
ton per day r a t e ,  Both the crushlng and grinding 
c i  rcul t s  have demonstrated surplus capacl ty, Fol1owlng 
some tune-up adju~tnents, the crushing plant MS 
operated a t  4,000 tons per day and now I s  producing a t  
100 to  115 tons per hour on a routlne barfs, 
prlmary thlckener has been careful ly adjusted t o  provlde 
good c l a r l t y  I n  return water, TRe f i l t e r  was Increased 
i n  slze and i s  providing good quality, smooth recovery, 

H.G,Ewanchuck, president stated that the mi11 s t a f f  
and crew have done an excellent job to  achleve solutfon 
balances and flow rates I n  the a l1 l lng  c i r c u i t  which 
holds I n  excess o f  4,000,000 gallons o f  gold bearlng 
solutions and 8,000 tons o f  on .  fmprovements i n  
operations both I n  da l ly  throughput and gold recovery 
are anticipated as the operatlon proceeds through tRo 
break-in period o f  f u l l  productloft by m l d - s w r ,  l?te 
open p l t  mining operatlon i s  producing smoothly, A l t o ,  
during the tune-up perlod, forecast mine and n i l 1  ope* 
atlng costs have been achleved, Indlcatlons a n  that 
June w i l l  have generated a modest posit ive cash flow, 

The f l r s t  phase o f  the 1987 exploration d r l l l l n g  
program, surface and underground, was completed by Jma 
15, and 81 d r l l l  holes f o r  a to ta l  o f  55,292 feet o f  
d r l l l l n g  were completed during th i s  perlod, Thls 
exploratlon has extended the gold bearlng zones I n  the 
Bulldog South P i t  area, 

Planning I s  mll advanced f o r  the s ta r t  of a 1 ,500 
foot explorrtlon herdlng t o  explore t)H deep 9016 
bearlng tones locrtod In  th Bulldog a m ,  


