
PRELIMINARY NOTES (FORMAL M I " E S  TO FOLLOW) 
MEETING OF VANCOUVER ISLAND REGIONAL RECLAMATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

NANAIMO, MARCH 18, 1988 
(AGENDA ATTACHED ALONG WITH MINUTES O F  PREYIOUS MEETING) //,/&u / [ I / !  

1. Lara P r o j e c t  - Abermin Resources 

- Permit condi t ions  ( s e e  a t t ached  with my comments) w e r e  accepted 
by company and permit  was i ssued  p r i o r  t o  meeting - no  f u r t h e r  
d i scuss ion .  

2.  Debbie/Yellow P r o j e c t  - Westmin Resources 

- Rick Walker, Ed Lyons, Bob Hallam represented  company. 

- Seeking permits  for 2 km tunne l  through McLaughlin Ridge from 
p o r t a l  on Yellows Creek t o  breakout  on Mineral Creek ( tunne l  
s lope  @ + 0 . 5 % ) .  

(Comprehensive proposal provided by company is a t t a c h e d ) .  - 
- Conditions recommended inc lude  maximum, once-only, bulk sample of 

2 , 0 0 0  tonnes (agreed t o  by Walker),  and $30,000.00 bond t o  cover 
re-s loping and re -p lan t ing  i f  needed. 

Want permits  by March 25 - agencies  w i l l  t r y  bu t  u n l i k e l y .  

Company has  no t  s e l e c t e d  c o n t r a c t o r  y e t  bu t  s t i l l  p l ans  t o  s t a r t  
t u n n e l l i n g  on Apr i l  18. 

- 
- 

- Tota l  expendi ture  i n  1988 t o  be $5 mil l ion ,  i nc lud ing  $3 mil l ion  
f o r  t u  <7--2- N e w  P r i v a t e e r  . 

- Harvey Cohen, Archie Yorak ( 1 ) .  Elmer Kelland represented  
company. 

Impassioned p lea  from Cohen f o r  permission t o  process  bulk sample 
i n  m i l l  and s t o r e  t a i l s  bes ide  Zeballos River.  

- 

- Plan t o  mine 10,000 tonnes from No. 3 Vein between 1 , 0 0 0  and 
1,100 l e v e l s .  

W i l l  c a r r y  o u t  only g rav i ty  and c e n t r i f u g a l  concent ra t ion  i n  m i l l  - gold i n  s u l p h i t e  concent ra te  w i l l  be shipped o f f  Droperty t o  
r e f i n e r y  - no chemicals - t a i l s  w i l l  conta in  l e s s  than  10% Of  

o r i g i n a l  su lphides .  

- 



- 2 -  

- If process doesn' t  work, w i l l  be back f o r  another bulk sample. 

- Cohen was warned t h a t  bulk samples a re  "once only" and a second 
request w i l l  be refused! 

- Tail ings w i l l  be pumped o r  s lu iced  t o  t a i l i n g  pond on north side 
of road opposite m i l l  and on f l a t s  beside Zeballos River. 

- Other agencies concerned about leakage i n t o  r i v e r .  

- Requires only Section 6 permit from Chief Inspector - 
Vaughan-Thomas w i  11 recommend s t r ingen t  conditions t o  prevent 
leakage. 

- Company had previously provided r e s u l t s  of ac id  generation 
po ten t i a l  ( A G P )  on four  samples - everyone expressed concern 
about how samples were co l lec ted  and from where - c l e a r l y  do not  
f i t  geology as I know it. 

- Present procedures put f u l l  trust i n  operator t o  c o l l e c t  
representat ive samples for AGP t e s t i n g  - defea ts  c r e d i b i l i t y  of 
the whole process. 

- I discussed l a t e r  with Vaughan-Thomas and w e  agreed t h a t  
Geological Survey and Inspection Branches should se t  together  t o  
develop s t r ingent  guidelines f o r  co l lec t ion  of samples for AGP 
t e s t inq  . 

4. I s land  Copper, South W a l l  P ro jec t  (copy of proposal c i r cu la t ed  a 
few weeks ago) 

- L a s t  minute addition t o  agenda - (see l e t t e r s  a t tached) .  - John Hannah, Ron H i l l i s ,  Chris Brown represented company. - Approval of south wall extension will add 80 mill ion tonnes t o  
mineable reserves and w i l l  extend mine l i f e  by four  years.  

- Present shut-down expected a t  end of 1991; extension w i l l  ca r ry  
t o  end of 1995. 

- Long discussion of reclamation plans and incremental impact of 
addi t iona l  t a i l i n g s  on Rupert I n l e t  - evidence is convincing t h a t  
incremental e f f e c t  w i l l  be minor. 


