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STATE OF ALASKA | 7 \
cPPch Of mf GavEAND ; - |

Juw:au '
| | Februy 4, 1998 : |
Ms. Paggy Wileex \ o :
419 sixth Sreeet, #328 : : . . ‘
Juneau, AK 9980! ’ i ol e |

Dear Ms. Wijeox:

Thank you fur contacting me regarding the propossd Tuliequah Chief rgm project along the Taku River in
Britisa Celumbia (B.C). [ eppreciate the many Alaikans, including fishermon, conservationists, and Taku
prope rty owners wha h,nc: nam'am»d me to BXPreas :oncums ab-oul the ?H‘act of the mine on oue ﬁ'ubg: ;cs a3
water quality, | : l .
| I
My Administration requires resource development projecis be ’on -¢n a “doing it right” ph;lomphy er not be
cone a1 all. Deing it right is based ci the principles of sound science, prudcnl. management bascxl on
consesvation, and g responsive pubhc process which hrmg. Alaskn}ns .o,t.h: table.

! share the toncerns of many *has thu proposal msy cause, hirm to Alnshns by damaging valuable Tuxu River
salmo:. ruris, The Taku's resourses are fundamental 1o aubsistence, spoh, and commersial fshers, as wellas

\) Southeast communitles. Past expar:énice hrings Into question B.C.' abillty to uadertake reacurce development X
_X while doing fcright and pmn.-...ung salmon habltar. Alasia needs réassumnce critleal {ssues ugardmg the

resource values of thie fver are fully addressed. The De eauslof Fish and Qume and Environmental
Conservaton, and fishing grodph hl’rl all examined (he Tulseq ua.h} pmpnsnl and raised serioua concems atout

the development's impacts on shmes ,

Alsskend have expressed Emsmuuns to me that although we wil] ses liqle economic beneflit from the mine and
may bear Lhe brunt of negative impasts of the project, we have }imited opportunitics to mﬂuenc&lts
development. In fact, o!t.bough Mu}a dogs not igsue pcrm!ts far the mine, we've, takes ab m; wleia
réviewing te propasal! S:a!c agéncics. have’ been ano1v=¢m e 5.C. .uupasment of this prqjﬂjchc 1994

At the Project Comum intee recerntly held in Canada, the Scate of Alaskl opee agaln raleed concerrs abott the

project. At this meeting, the commiuee did not epprove the project as expected, but decided to continue its

review. However, we still expect a desision on whether to proceed or npt will scon be mads. Al this tipe, we

donot feslouz “dolng it right” principled have MWWWW
etificite 12 W projcel watil taev ary addoessed, e 3

centific ; ,

If the Project Commirtae makas a recommendation which does notiremqva our coneerns, | mun.d o explose
sthar oaticns, including a possible ampeal to the lnwmnrml JomL'Corrmsmn to protect Alatka's rcsourc:s
and ;o!:s ‘ B
1 | :

'.

Thank vau again for contacting me regarding this impogant, fssue, /' i /,{/ "”/]/

Sinosrely., i alies

yavs

Toay Lnowl:s i ;
Jovernor ; 1
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