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we have bottomed out in world prices. 
There are a number of coal producers 
around the world that are shutting 
down or going into major suspensions 
of production. The coal industry is not 
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pncing. Hislop says of the 1.2 million 
tonnes o f  coal that will be produced 
this year, approximately 300.000 
tonnes will go to "grey markets" (spot 
or tender sales), such as cement com- 
panies, at market price. 

The Quinsam mine, near Campbell 

Quinsam Coal's financial sufiival-in 
1998 arid idto"l999 is predicated on, 
domestic contracts at stable prices and 
a portion of our export sales that are 

ter." The significance of this is refleci 
ed in the low freight cost in the rang 
of Cdn$lO per metric tonne. Not bein 
reliant on a railway for transport put 

Quinsam coal freight costs at less than 
half that of the competition. 

T h e  Quinsam mine began nine 
years ago  as a very small open cast 
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ound. T h e  mining method 
1 is room and pillar. There are 
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: "Super Sections." In a super 
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ana associated equipment  operate  
along parallel shafts making efficient 
use of equipment and manpower. 

Hislop says there is a public mis- 
conception about coal mining being a 
dirty business. The coal produced is 
hard, which means a low fines content, 
minimal handling problems and low 
dusting. ''I do n6t know of any envi- 
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River on Vancouver Island, is the only 
major coal producer on the west coast 
of  North America that "sits on tidewa- 

t- 
e 
g 

ronmental complaint that Quinsam has 
encountered since it has been in pro- 
duction. Quinsam is an acid consumer; 
we dust  the mines wi thd imes tone  
which lets us consume aci& We hav? 
no acid discharge to theibest of m y  
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* Phoenix Piston Hydraulics 
* John Deere Equipment 

KEVIN GALLAGHER 

Phone: (867) 633-5274 

57 




