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COURTENAY, B.C. — At pres-

ent gold prices it’s not surprising -

that companies are taking a second
look at refractory mineral deposits.
Twelve miles west of this Vancou-

. ver Island coastal community, one

- such company, Better Resources,

has outlined a significant gold de-
posit on its Mt. Washington claim

" group. The property is now the sub-

ject of an underground exploration

~and development program.

The flat-lying deposit genefally

;. has a high arsenic content which

will weigh heavily in project feasi-
bility. But a significant upgrading

of drill-indicated reserves has been |

suggested by recent development

.work. The first 75 ft of advance in -

the program (which was actually
more of a trench to establish a por-
tal) averaged (.63 oz gold based on
36 samples. When The Northern
Miner visited the property, the com-
pany was preparing to collar its first
hard rock round into the moun-
tainside into which the mineral de-
posit was dipping.
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What is pamcularly intriguing
about these results is the fact they
grade approximately twice that in-
dicated by previous drilling. As an
example, DDH-42 drilled earlier
near the face of the adit returned
11.6 ft of 0.33 oz gold and 2.5 oz
silver.

According to Dennis C. Baxter,
a company director, the entire .
1,000-ft-long incline will be
“driven in the ore zone.” The adit
will be driven nine feet high so
there will be some ore at the floor
elevation over the entire length, he
notes. :

This year’s exploration budget is
$1.3 million and the company has
spent almost half that already. The
underground program should cost
$300,000 to $400,000 but there will
be another 20 000 ft of surface drill-
ing as well.

A bulk sample will be taken for
metallurgical test purposes, none
of which has been completed to
date, The adit level will help deter-
mine mining conditions and assist
in correlating surface drill results
with underground bulk samples.

At the end of June, the company
had $2.2 million in working capital,
about $1 million of which was flow-
through. Approximately $1.7 mil-
lion is left which will get them
through this year’s program with
about $800,000 to spare. The com-
pany has a commitment from NIM
for $1 million in ﬂow-through fund-
ing next year.

Better has been exploring the
property since 1983. To date ap-
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Standing near the proposed portal are Better Resources d:rectors Dennis

Baxter and Cliff Rennie.

proximately 235,900 tons have been
outlined in the Lakeview-Domi-
neer zones. Better has an impres-
sive land position, a total of 230
claims and units, most of which
has not been explored in any de-
tail. Several majors had previously
looked at the property including
Cominco and Esso Minerals but
they were less successful.

During 1983, Better drilled two
holes immediately west of the
Domineer vein and completed a
soil sampling program for gold on
the West Grid-Lakeview zone. This
work extended the gold mineral-

ization in the Domineer vein to the -

west, besides outlining a large gold
gecchem anomaly ceincident with
a previously known anomaly.

The following year, 16 holes were
drilled into the West grid area which
confirmed the presence of gold
mineralization. Another 49 holes
were put down in 1986 following a
trenching program and the gold
mineralization in the West grid was
extended south into the Lakeview
zone. The Domineer vein was also

extended and anomalous values

were found in other zones.

The Domineer-Lakeview zone is
the most extensively mineralized
s0 it has received the most work. It

- has a strike length of about one

mile and preliminary reserves of
235,900 tons grading 0.23 oz gold
and 1.2 oz silver. A lower grade
portion of this zone is open pit-
table, the company believes. These
two zones are thought to represent
a continuous body.
Mineralization consists of a tab-
ular stockwork zone of quartz-
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pyrite-arsenopyrite veins, dipping

at a slight angle to the west. Envel-

oping the quartz-sulphide veins is

a broad alteration zone which is up

to 100 ft wide. In general the centre

of the alteration is a 6.5-16.5-ft-

thick zone of hydrothermal brec-

cia. Pyrite and arsenopyrite are the

dominant sulphide minerals. i
This seasons’s work has concen- 3%

trated on filling in the areas be- &

tween the Domineer and Lakeview &

zones. Snow was plowed at consid-

erable expense so the program &

could start early; angled and verti- grf:i

cal holes were drilled into the hﬂl-?‘%

:side to better delineate the zones.

There is good infrastructure in E
the area including power at anear-  5»
by ski lodge about one mile away;
and road access from Courtenay is X
less than an hour away. -

boosts earnings
for CoCa Mines

VANCOUVER — The sale of
shares in a major silver producer
boosted first-half earnings of CoCa
Mines to $1.76 million(US). This
figure compares to an $858,000 loss
ayear earlier. CoCa has an 8% inter-
est in Equity Silver Mines and its
-shareholding had a market value of
~$19.1 million as of Aug 6.

The capital was used to
strengthen CoCa’s financial posi-
tion, Hugh Matheson, president,
said in an interim report. Another
$1.7 million was invested in its gold
and silver properties, the com-
pany’s $1.4-million bank debt was
retired, and working capital was
increased by $1 million, he added.

The Cactus Gold Mines project
in California yielded 16,400 oz gold
during the first half. Sales totalled
$7 million and a gross operating
profit of $2 million was earned after
charges for depreciation, depletion,
and exploration. CoCa expects to
complete payout to its funding part-
ner during the third quarter of 1987
which would be 11 months after
production began. The company’s ;
share of earnings and cash flow i
from the heap leach operation will :;
then increase from 32.7% to 52.5%.

Wright Engineers has completed
a feasibility study for the Shumake
Pit at the Cactus operation. Mine- i
able reserves have been increased
to 5.3 million tons grading 0.04 oz
gold and 0.4 oz silver and develop-
ment work should begin later this .3
year. OQutput is expected to average - §
30,000 oz annually into 1994, said .*
Mr Matheson. The cost of con- "}
structing heap leach facilities will
be approximately $9.1 million,
including $1.4 million for prepro-' ’
duction stripping.
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APPOINTMENTS

MICHAEL A. DOWLING

Mr. Don J. Hackett, President & General Manager of Cochrane- Dunlop Industrial Products is pieased to
_announce the following appointments pertasnmg to the Sudbury branch operations.

Andre 1. Michaud is appointed Branch Manager of Sudbury Branch and, is responsiple for all branch oper-
ations. Michael A. Dowling is appointed Assistant Branch Manager and, is responsible for-branch adminis-
_tration. Both men bring many years of branch operational experience with Cochrane-Dunlop Industrial

Products to their new responsibilities.

Marty Ciutti is appointed Manager of Management Information Systems for Cochrane Dunlop Industrial
Products Division. In his new position, Marty will report to the President and, will have responsibility for
M.I.S. throughout the ten branches of the division. Marty will continue to operate from the Sudbury
-branch where he can access the full computer network of Cochrane—Dunlop L|m|ted :

All the above appointments are effective October 1, 1_986

v

“MARTY CIUTTI

COCHRANE-DUNLOP

INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTS

122 Douglas Street, W., Sudb\ury Ontario

673-8471

Better Resources shows open pit potential

VANCOUVER — Drilling has
confirmed the presence of gold in

_ several shallow deposits at Better

Resources’ Mt. Washington project
just west of Comox on Vancouver
Island. Two drill rigs are now oper-
ating on the property and another
10,000 ft of drilling is planned
before the program winds down.
The company hasa workmg cap-
ital of $750,000 which is sufficient
to finance all or part of next year’s

, program, the scope of which will
.- be dependent on 1986 results.

“Most of the drilling to date has
been done inthe Lake View area
but the Murex breccia zone is now

. being tested and initial results sug-

‘The terms of an agreemeni
between Newfields Minerals and

Breakwater Resources have been set-
- tled, the former company says. The

- deal will see Newfields acquire

often the headlines .

st frequently noticed
on the newsstands.

seemed more related

1 Quebec than Hin tt}e: E

| -Breakwater’s control block of 2.4

million common shares of Goldbelt
Mines for a price of $1.8 million.
.Newfields will also be granted

‘an option to purchase 250,000

gest strong open pit potential.
Results from the Lakeview

" included: 4 ft grading 0.46 oz gold,

7 ft of 0.37 0z, 5.2 ft averaging 0.28
oz, 5 ft graclmg 0.28 oz and 6 ft.
gradmg 0.2 oz, to name a few. All
these results represent true widths.

Strong gold values have also been
encountered in the Domineer zone
some two miles away. Current drill-
ing is 1,200 ft east of two holes that
returned 9 ft. of 0.19 oz gold ard
11 ft of 0.29 oz. The company
believes this large breccia is the

sourge of the mineralizafion inboth

the Dordineer and Lakeviewareas.
Widths in the Domineer zone have
ranged from 4-17 ft and only 550 ft
of strike length has been tested.

The discovery is somewhat of a
hybrid by B.C standards in that the
mineralization appears to be asso-
ciated with a tertiary caldera. There
are at least nine “explosive breccia
pipes,” according to Mr Baxter,
three of which are known to be

“auriferous. The gold is generally
associated with sulphides, several

varieties of which occur on the
property.
The drill program on the Murex’

‘is following up on one hole that

returned 52.3 ft of 0.178 oz plus 8.9
ft of 0.08 and 10 ft of 0.11 oz. This
represents a good bulk tonnage

open pit target, whereas the others -

exhibit prlmanly underground

~ potential. -
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itside the Scott Lode lease
exploration is continuing on
yriginal Pajingo Authority to
pect, which has now been
ced to 1,230 sq mi in compli-
with Queensland regulations.
ation is focusing on a 30-mile-
corridor called the Pajingo
d, which has a series of vol-
; centres and epithermal gold
rings.

r Bourne says that in new proj-
wreas north and,west of the
2o Authority to Prospect, sev-
1igh grade gold veins and min-
zed zones were found during
I reconnaissance. Over 250 sq
if prospective land has been
ired and is now being evalu-
in those areas.

: also points Vout that explora-

and land acquisition has also

initiated in Western Australia,

e Battle Mountain has over
q mi of prospective land under
iation.

Sigma income higher
in first six months

Net income has more than dou-
bled for Sigma Mines (Quebec) at
the mid-year point.

For the six months ended June
30, net income of $3.4 million, or
41¢ per share was posted compared
to the $1.5 million, or 18¢ per share
realized in the first half of 1985.

A combination of higher gold
prices and increased production
contributed to the increase in earn-

ings. Too, the company realized a

gain of $1.2 million on the sale of
its entire holding of 1,078,000 com-
mon shares of Dome Petroleum dur-
ing the second quarter.

Bullion revenue was $15.6 mil-
lion from the production of 32,142
oz of gold compared to $13.7 mil-
lion from 31,025 oz in the first half
of 1985.

Revenue per oz in the first six
months of this year increased to
$486 from $441 in the same period
last year. -

Looking at the second quarter,
net earnings were $2.2 million, or
27¢ a share compared to earnings
of $813,000 or 10¢ a share in the
corresponding period of 1985.

Better exposes gold in sulphides

VANCOUVER — A major
trenching program has exposed
high grade gold values in sulphides
at Better Resources’ Mt. Washing-
ton project on Vancouver Island.

Director Dennis Baxter says 22
trenches have exposed a zone over
a strike length of approximately
1,800 ft and the mineralization is
similar in character to the Domi-
neer zone about 2,000 ft to the east.

That zone averages 0.25 oz gold
per ton-and 2.77 oz silver over an

-area 0f 9.5x150 ft and he concludes:

“There is a strong probability that
the zone is continuous between
these exposures.”

The company now is planning a
$200,000-$300,000 flow-through
offering which will be used to com-
plete 8,000-10,000 ft of reverse cir-
culation and diamond drilling later
this season. The high grade values,
which occurred over fairly narrow
widths, included 3 ft of 4.4 0z gold,
3.5 ft averaging 1.2 oz and 3 fi grad-
ing 1.3 oz with more assay results
to follow. :

Gold and silver mineralization
have been found in a flat-lying zone

of silicification on either side of a
ridge separated by 2,000 ft of
untested ground. And he concludes
there could be a zonation to the

~ mineralization within the silicified

zone from high copper at the north
end where the old Mt. Washington
mine produced 400,000 tons of cop-
per ore in the mid-1960s.

Several steeply-dipping breccia
pipes have been located and the
company argues they could have
acted as feeders for the flat-lying
zone of silicification with gold and
copper mineralization spreading
out as manto deposits from one or
more feeders.

Pronto Exploration has completed

-a $100,000 drill program on Inco’s

Solomon’s Pillars property 40 miles
west of Geraldton, Ont. Pronto can
earn a 50% interest in the property,
managed by Inco, by spending $1
million over four years. Nine holes
were completed in the drill pro-
gram totalling 2,436 ft. There were
six intersections in five holes grad-
ing over 0.10 oz gold per ton with
the best being 14.4 ft grading 0.24
oz gold per ton.

e

Who Prefer Thewr Oum Tried & True Methods.

s an experienced field
geologist you already have a
perfectly good method for
logging core samples and building
models of prospective mine sites.
Right? :
Well, what's perfect about

systems that can’t be read and

"understood by other gealogists
and management? What's perfect
about data stored in ever increas-

ing piles of file folders? :
There is a better method. SRS

. GEOLOG ITis a complete soft- .~ -

ware package for geologicaldata . "

logging and analysis. It's designed

by geologists for use by geologists

in the field. GEOLOGII, an ex-

tension of the original GEOLOG

package, utilizes the unique

GEOFORM for both quantitative

and qualitative data input. b
Observations based on experi-

ence, intuition and educated

guesswork can be entered right

along with hard, statistical data.

And the data can be entered and
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°s Initial reserves encourage

Better at Vancouver Island

VANCOUVER An active drill-
Ferami~Qn Better Resources’

healt y Teserve potential.

Drill-indicated reserves, based
on a 0.03-oz-per-ton cutoff, are
1,527,300 tons averaging 0.112 oz
gold and 0.69 oz silver. Of this,
419,900 tons grading 0.116 oz gold
and 0.58 oz silver are available to
open pit mining.

This represents 171,500 oz of gold
and 1,052,000 oz of silver, of which
48,000 oz gold and 243,000 oz silver
could be mined by open pit meth-
ods, the company reports.

The figures are based on 22,073
ft of diamond drilling in 89 holes in
1987 and previous drilling of 7,838
ft in 57 holes in the Lakeview/
Domineer area. The ore lies in a

1,200-ft-long area, running north-
south. However, the gold geochem-
ical anomaly extends another 3,600
ft north of the area drilled and this
extension will be drilled in 1988.

Flow-through share funding of"

$907,000 recently completed with
NIM and an additional $800,000 in
term deposits will be used to
finance the program.

Metallurgical testing is under way
and the additional drilling will allow
new reserve calculations leading to
a feasibility study.

Dore Explorations and Norbaska
Mines have amalgamated to form
Dore-Norbaska Resources Inc.
(DN:ASE). Shareholders of Dore
receive share-for-share; Norbaska
shareholders receive 1 new for 3.5
old shares.

Auspex Gold
Austrn Gid
Avance Intl
Avatar Res
Avenue Res
Avino Mns
Axiom Explor
Award Res
B.G.M.Diversf
Backer Res
Baden Expls
Baha Res Ltd
Balance Res
Balcor Res
Balsam Res
Banbury Gold
Bankit Res

Bar Res -
Bard Silver&Gd
Barkhor Res
Barogue Res
Barsand Res
Bart Res Ltd
Barytex Res
Bear Lake Res
Bear Lake Wt A
Beardmore Res
Beau Pre Exp
Beauchamps
Beaver Res
Bellabon Res
Beimont Res
Belmoral Mns
Bema intl Res
Bentiey Res
Berglynn Res
Berkley Res
Bermuda Res
Bethlehem Res
Better Res

Big Bar Gold
Big Ben Res
BigiDev — -~
Big M Pete

Big Rock Gld
Bigstone Minl
Bighorn Dev
Biilikin Res
Bishop Mns
Bitec Dev
Black Label
Black Thunder
Black Swan Gid
Blackberry Gld
Biue Diamond
Blue Ridge Res
Boise Creek
Bolero Res
Bonus Pete
Booker Gold
Bordequx Res
Bowe Lyon Rs
Brace Res
Bradner Res
Bradsue Res
Brahma Res Inc
Breakwater
Brenwest Mng
Briana Res
Brican Res
Bridger Res
Bristol Trad
Bro Res
Brohm Res inc
Bullet Enrgy
Burdett Res
Burmac Energy
Butler Mtn
Butte Res
Byron Res
CBO Res
Caara Ventures
Cactus West
Cal Graphite
Caledonia Res
Caliente Res

112000
33600
8300
3000
40800
11600
17900
66600
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14000
12000
22500
38000
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38000
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231500
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64500
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81500
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