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Setting up the quarry is expected to

cost $115 million.
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aggregate in Californiz,” Polaris Miner-
als CEO Marco Romero said Wednesday.
“A lot of cities have depleted their last
resources.”
The crushed rock will be used in con-
struction for concrete and paving. .
Studies indicate the hill has more than L
a century of mining life and will create ‘
60 to 80 direct jobs, not counting spin-
off employment, Romero said.

Construction is expected to create as
many as 150 jobs.

“IU's a small hill that has been repeat-
edly logged,” Romero said. “The site is
a whole bunch of clearcuts”

~ Eagle Rock, based in Port Alberni, has
already shelled out about $2.5 million for
analysis, studies and other investigation
of the venture and the site.

Polaris has nine principals, all of
whom are professionals in areas such as
geology, mining and the environment,
Romero said,

“We’re not Speculators,” he said.
“We’re hands-on developers.”

The project has been extremely care-
ful in addressing environmental concerns,
especially those brought forward by the
First Nations, he said.

The plant will be developed so a green
buffer of trees makes it “invisible” from
Alberni Inlet, he said. The plant and
equipment will be state of the art ang
environmentally sound and al] used water
will go through filtration before being put
back into nature, he sajd.

The company hopes to start out min-
ing about three million tons annually,
eventually increasing its production to
six.million tons. Plans also call for a ship-
loading facility.

“From what I have seen, it’s going to
be a great, a good partnership,” said
Ucluelet First Nations executive director
Norman Taylor,

“Tdon’t think we could have been able
to do it without the partnership with the
other First Nations and Polaris.”

His First Nation has about 600 mem-
bers with half jts workforce unemployed.

“It’s a part in the road 1o our economic
development,” gaigd Hupacasath Chjef
Judith Sayers, who i chairwoman of the
Eagle Rock board. “Lreally think it wil]
be a precedent—setting venture {or others
to come and look gt

“There’s a shortage of constrﬁff/ ‘

unemployment in her communifi

231 is 65 per cent, higher in the wiyh
But apart from job creation, the pre; .
will give her First Nation access and
agement over its [esources, Sayers gy

The land will be Jeaseq from
Crown. Currently, the two First Natj
along with a third not involved in
quarry project lay claim to the land,
said. However, native Jand claims and
project are two separate issues, she s:

She credits Polaris “with doing thi,
right,” coming to the First Nations at
start instead of proceeding into their
ritory and starting up business witl
consultation.

Polaris’s initial contact Jed to trust &
eventually a partnership with a Jot of 8¢
sitivity toward First Nations concer
over the environment, Sayers said.

And the company has been open aj
up-front with the whole Pory Alber
community. That included environme
talists, politicians and residents, she saj

Port Alberni Mayor Ken McRae
excited about the potential iImpact on h
community where the unemployment raj
Is 25 per cent. A third of the populatio
is First Nations, he added.

“It’s about diversification,” he saic
“We have to get out of being just a mil
town. (The plant) is £0ing to be there fo
along time.”

Weyerhaeuser, which previously
logged the hill behind Hocking Point, hac
been the major game in town.

He expects eventually value-added
businesses could spring up to provide
other concrete-based products, McRag,
said. g

While the hill is near Port Alberni
there is no other development in thg
immediate area, which is serviced by logs
ging roads, he said. ;
~ Workers will likely be brought to

job by boat, which will provide It
work for water taxis, he Sa.lfi'




