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To: Selected Members Date: March 22, 1991 
Mine Development Review Process 
(See Distribution List) File: 15140-20/Cirque 

Re: Cirque Lead/Zinc/Silver Project - Stage I Review 

Curragh Resources Ltd. has now distributed it's February 1991, Stage I report for a full 
detailed review prior to completing Stage I of the Province's Mine Development Review 
Process and a decision on project approval-in-principle. The Company has distributed 
the report directly to provincial and federal MDRP review agencies, native groups, the 
public and public libraries. 

The objective of the review for the Stage I Report is to determine if the report has 
addressed the outstanding issues raised at the end of the prospectus review (July, 1989) 
by the government agencies. The prospectus review indicated that a thorough assessment 
of the potential for acid mine drainage be addressed, along with a complete analysis of 
the socio-economic impacts of the project to be included in the Stage I Report. 

With respect to the foregoing, you are asked to review the Stage I submission from your 
agency's mandate and management perspective. Your Stage I review should be geared 
toward the following: 

o a decision on AIP at the end of Stage I review; and 

o a decision on whether or not outstanding concerns can be handled at Stage HI, 
thereby passing Stage II. 

In conducting your review, you should focus as necessary from your agency's perspective 
on any key issues which were previously noted in the prospectus review, or that have been 
subsequently raised. 

In order to expedite the review of this project, the company will be prepared to meet with 
key review agencies early in the review to obtain preliminary feedback on any strategic 
outstanding Stage I concerns which need to be addressed prior to completion of Stage I 
and decision on approval-in-principle. Early identification of major issues would allow 
the company to make use of the MDRP review time to assemble and provide additional 
information, if required. In this respect, the Northeast MDRC has scheduled a 
preliminary review meeting for April 18,1991 in Prince George, to address emerging, key 
strategic issues from concerned agencies. 
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In the meantime, you are asked to respond with a full agency review of the submission by 
May 2,1991, to the following questions from the standpoint of your agency's interests. 

1. Do you support the granting of approval-in-principle at the end of Stage I? 
Alternatively, should a decision on approval-in principle be deferred to the end of 
Stage II? 

2. Do you have concerns, comments or information requirements which should be 
addressed in a Stage II submission? Alternatively, could outstanding issues be 
resolved through routine permitting processes at Stage III? 

3. If you require information at Stage II, please indicate the topics and the level of 
information required. 

4. If you do not require Stage II involvement, what (if any) information, permitting 
requirements, etc. must be satisfied at Stage III? 

Thank you for your cooperation and assistance in expediting the review of this project 
submission. 

Norm Ringstad 
Chairman 
Mine Development Steering Committee 
c/o Engineering and Inspection Branch 
Mineral Resources Division 

NR:BP 

cc: Ralph McGinn 
Steve Wuschke 
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Province of 
British Columbia 
ENGINEERING AND 
INSPECTION BRANCH 

Ministry of 
Energy, Mines and 
Petroleum Resources MEMORANDUM 

To: Selected Members 
Mine Development Review Process 
(See Distribution List) 

August 7,1991 
File: 1514-20/Stronsay 

Re: Stronsav Project - Stage I Addendum Review 

On July 3, 1991 the Stronsay Corporation distributed its Stage I Addendum report to key 
MDRP agencies for review and a decision on project approval-in-principle. The addendum 
is to address issues raised by key agencies at the conclusion of a preliminary review of the 
company's January, 1991 Stage I submission. It should be noted that, on July 6, 1991 
Rescan Environmental Services Ltd. distributed an erratum sheet for page 4-45 of the 
addendum. 

As a result of the preliminary Stage I review, it was agreed that an independent 
geotechnical consultant would be retained hy thp. pmvjnr^ to conduct a review of specific 
geotechnical and related sections of the addendum. 

The Ministry of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources has retained the professional 
services of Mr. CO. Brawner, who has recently completed a review of the company's Stage 
I submission. Mr. Brawner has now also completed his review of the addendum based on 
terms of reference developed by District MEMPR staff, in consultation with Rescan. The 
terms of reference are attached for your information (memo from D. Miller to N. 
Ringstad, 1991-07-29). Mr. Brawner's geotechnical review is also attached for your 
information. 

The Ministry of Environment, having reviewed the terms of reference for Mr. Brawner, has 
raised several additional questions that should be addressed in the independent 
geotechnical review (memo from A. Phillips to N. Ringstad, 1991-08-07 - attached). Mr. 
Brawner has been requested to review these issues and provide his assessment as soon as 
possible. The results of this further review will be faxed to you as soon as they are received 

In the meantime based on Mr. Brawner's review, you are requested to focus your agency's 
review of the addendum on those issues raised by your agency that were not covered by the 
independent geotechnical review. We should do whatever is reasonable tojgxpedite the 
review. I am sure that Mr. Brawner's assessment should substantially reduce the volume of 
addendum material required to be reviewed by key agencies. 

Recycled Paper 

ACTION: 

FILE NO; ( iV^f l? 



The Stronsay Corporation is still encouraging an expedited review of the addendum, and a 
decision on project approval-in-principle. The company has recently submitted to the 
Ministry of Environment, permit applications for refuse disposal (domestic), effluent 
discharge from the tailings impoundment, air discharge from the primary underground 
raises, and a water licence for domestic and industrial consumption from Cache Creek. As 
well, a Rescan is currently completing a detailed reclamation plan to be soon rejdejtfed by 
the Reclamation Advisory Committee. Permitting agencies are encouraged tc(expeditg the 
review of permit applications as the company may still wish to make use of this summer's 
construction season. 
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An overall review deadline of August 20 has been set. This gives a total review period of 
approximately six weeks from the time of receiving the addendum directly from the 
company. 

I appreciate every effort your agency can make to meet this deadline and cooperate in the 
completion of the Stage I review. If you have any questions or require more information, 
please call me (356-2229). 

Norman Ringstad 
Chairman 
Mine Development Steering Committee 
c/o Resource Management Branch 
Mineral Resources Division 

cc: R. McGinn 
Steve Wuschke 

N» Tom Schroeter 
Nicholas May 

attach: Terms of Reference - Geotechnical Review 
CO. Brawner Geotechnical Review 
Ministry of Environment Supplemental Terms of Reference 

Distribution 

Dave Miller Dave Parsons 
Dave Turner Al Phillips 
Ted Hall Gordon Ennis 

Al Redenbach 


