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m D  MORNING LADIES AND G D J ' I L E D E N e  

* 

I T  IS MY PLEASURE To YOU TO CASSIAR, BRITISH COLUMBIA ON BEHALF 

OF THE MEN AND WMEN OF CASSIAR RESaTRcEs, WHICH IS A DIVISION OF BRINCXl 

MINING LIMITED OF V I L " E R .  

AND I AM SURE I "LD BE REMISS IF  I DID NOT ALSO YOU ON BE=HAIIF 

OF THE TowNSPMlpLE OF CASSIAR WHICH - BESIDE CASSIAR EMPIXXEES - INCLUDES 
MEMBERS OF PRIVATE INDUSTRY, AS WELL AS 0OvER"T EMpIxlYEEs WHO SERW CASSIAR 

AND THE SURROUNDING AREA. 

THIS TOWNSITE, WHOSE FIRST TENTATIVE ROOTS WERE PUT DCWN BY CASSIAR 

ASBESTOS IN 1952 - SOplIE THIRTY YEARS AGO- HAS GROWN TD BECOME THE SAFE H A . . ,  

AND THE ADMINISTRATIVE CENTRE FOR THE WHOU CASSIAR - DEASE LAKE REGION AND 

BEYOND. 

DURING THESE YEARS CASSIAR HAS SPENT MILLIONS OF D0L;LARS 'I0 BUILD AND - 
MAINTIN THIS  TOWN, AND HAS BROUGHT I T  TO ITS PRESENT HIGH LEVEL OF DEVEIXIP- 

MENT - A  FULLY OPEZWTIONAL BRITISH mLuMBIA 

CASSIAR REsouRcEs IS NOT AIDm IN THIS TYPE OF UNDERTAKING. 

THROUGHOUT THE PROVRJCE THE MINING INDUSTRY HAS, SINCE THE BEGINNING, 

BUILT TOWNS, PUT DOWN ROOTS AND HAS CONTRIBUTED IN A MOST SUBSTANTIAL WAY TO 

THE CREATION OF OUR COUNTRY'S WESTERN CULTURE AND E3coNoMIC STRENGTH. 

FOR EXAMPLE, I N  1980 - THE MOST REZENT YEAR FOR WHICH AUDITED RETURNS 

ARE AVAILABLE - MINING EXPENDITURES GENERATED SOME 8% OF THE GROSS PROVINCIAL 

PRODUCT. 



- 2 -  

f 

MINING INDUSTRY AND ITS WIQYEES, IN 1980 PAID SOME $415 MILLIONS 

IN VARIOUS TAXES ?o CANADIAN a- - $163 MILLIONS OF THESE GOING TO 
THE G Q W " T  OF BRITISH COLUMBIA. 

IN 1980 THE MINING INDUSTRY EMPIDYED ALMOST 18,500 PEXIPLE - AND - USING 
THE MULTIPLIER AFFECT - IT GENERATED AN ADDITIONAL 28,000 JOBS IN BRITISH 

COLUMBIA, AND 55,000 ADDITIONAL JOBS CANADA-WIDE. 

TD CDE CIQSER TO H W ,  THE SKEXNA - STIKINE - CASSIAR REGIONS'S 'IWI'AL 

REVENUE IN 1980 AMOUNTED TO $93 MILLION DOLLARS OF WHICH $74 MILLJON WAS THE 

RESULT OF THE SALE OF CASSIAR RESOURCES ASBESTOS FIBRE. 

IN 1980 ACTMTIES IN THIS REGION ATxlNE PRODUCED $34 MILLION IN WAGES. 

DURING 1980 S W  $50 MILLION WERE SPENT IN THIS REx;ION ON EXPIDRATION 

AND DEVELX>PMENT, AND, IN ADDITION, SOME $138 MILLION IN CAPITAL EXHNDITURES 

WERE RECORDED. - 
I KNOW THAT THESE SHORT BURSTS OF STATISTICS ARE NOT ALWAYS ENTERTAINING, 

BUT I BELIEVE YOU WILL AGREE THAT THE FIGURES THAT I HAVE JUST QUOTED ARE BO"El 

ENCOURAGING AS WELL AS INFORMATIVE. 

SO, BEAR WITH ME A MOMENT LONGER. 

DURING 1981 CASSIAR RFSWRCES PAID OUT IN SALARIES, WAGE AND FRINGE 

BENDFITS SOME $20.8 MILLION DOLLARS. 

$4.5 MILLION IN SO CFJ[ILED NORTHERN BE"ITS ,  MAKING A 'IWI'AL OF MORE THAN 

$25 MILLION DOLLARS. 

IN ADDITION, WE DISTRIBUTED APPROXIMATELY 
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I WDN'T EXTEND 

SN;Es TAXES, IN- AND 

THIS CATALQGUE OF FIGURES TO INCLUDE PROPERTY TAXES, 

OTHER TAXES, BUT YOU W I L L  APPRECIATE THAT THEY NZE 

CURING 1981 CASSIAR REsouRclES QiEATED PERMANENT JOBS FOR SOME 630 

EMPLQYEES. 

1,000 OTHER BRITISH CoUrrclBIANS. 

AGAIN, USING %'HE MULTIPLIER EFFECT, THIS PROVIDED JOBS FOR NEARLY 

FROM THESE FIGURES WE CAN DRAW THE FOI;IX)WING CclNCurSIONS; 

I S  MINING A W O R  FACTOR IN THE EXONOMY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA - BUT IT I S  THE 

PRINCIPAL FACTOR IN THE EjcoNoMy OF THE NORTHERN REAGHES OF THIS PROVINCE. 

NOT ONLY 

THESE FIGURES I HAVE JUST QUOTED ARE IMPRESSIVE, AND THEY TESL US AI;L 

- IDUD AND CLERR - THAT SXETHING IMPORTANT I S  GOING ON UP HERE IN NORTHERN 

B.C. INDEED, IT  CAN BE SAID THAT WITHOUT MINING THERE FXWLD BE LI'ITTX OF 

SUBSTANCE ON WHICH 'I0 BASE THE FUTURE DEVEXQPMENT OF THIS HUGE RESOURCI3 - RICH 

NORTHERN REGION OF BRITISH COulMBIA. - 

DESPITE THE PRESENCE OF MANY K" DEPOSITS OF COPPER, LEAD, ZINC, 

SILVER, GOLD, MOLYBDENUM, TUNGSTEN AND OTHER MINTERALS, WHY HASN'T MINING GROWN 

MORE RAPIDLY IN THIS AREA? 

ARE SUBSTANTIALLY HIGHER HERE IN THE NORTHERN REGIONS OF THE PROVINCE THAN THEY 

ARE I N  THE SOUTH. 

10 US THE ANSWER I S  QUITE CIXAR. THE COSTS OF MINING 

AN EXAME'U: DURING 1981 THE IQCAL MINING (XB'IPANIES INCLUDING CASSIAR - 
CONSUMED AN ESTIMATED 7.3 MILLION GALLQNS OF DIESEL FUEL OIL. 

m Y  PAID TlIE m H v T  HIGn PKIcfir - N.1 LN HUUI'I'IUN - W E  PAIU A k'UK'l'HEK JU 'IU 

35c PER CXLQN TO TRANSPORT IT  FROM "HE OUTSIDE WORLD TO THIS RELATIVELY ISOLATED 

CORNER OF BRITISH CDLUMBIA. 

FOR THIS WE NOT 
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TIXIS PUTS A HEAVY WEIGHT ON OUR SHOULDERS, BUT I T  IS A WEIGHT WE MUST 

CARRY IF  WE ARE To REMAIN I N  BUSINESS - AND C Q M l ? ~  WITH OTHER MINES THAT ARE 

WSER To THE GREAT SOUTHERN SERVICE CENTRES, AND THE LQNGESTABLISHED 

TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS THAT LE2D TO THE PROVINCES MODERN MEKWWIZED FORTS. 

WE HAVE NONE OF THESE THINGS HEBE! 

SPEAKING OF TRANSPORTATION: LAST YEAR WE SPENT MORE THAN $7 MILLION 

ON TRANSPORTATION - ALL OF WHICH CREATED JOBS FOR BRITISH COUJMBIANS. 

IN THIS AMOUNT IS THE SUM OF $870,000 DOLLARS WE WERE FORCED TO PAY OUR 

INCLUDED 

CARRIERS AS A RESULT OF 

IQADS - THEREBY IMPOSING COSTLY PENALTIES ON US - AND OTHERS WHO USE HIGHWAY 

37 BETWEEN THE ALASKA HIGHWAY AND STE;WART, 

ROAD RESTRICTIONS THAT FtEWCED THEIR PAY 

UNDEXSTAND, WE'RE NOT CRYING - WE ONLY KNOW WE HAW BEEN PIONEERING 

IN THIS  REMOTE AREA FOR SOME THIRTY YEARS AND WE BELIEVE THAT THESE PIONEERING 

DAYS SHOULD NotcJ BE DRAWING TO A CIXlSE. 

WE BELIEVE THAT THE TIME HAS COME FOR THIS =ION OF BRITISH COLUMBIA TO 

RECEXW3 THE BENEFITS OF SOME CREATIVE THINKING - GOVERNMENT ACTION 

THAT wu;L AcXEUWl'lE THE DIWEXBPME" OF THIS REGION. 

REMOVE SOME OF THE BURDEN CASSIAR HAS CARRIED IN THE PAST - AND CoNTINUES TD 

CARRY - THROUGH ITS PROVISION OF A SOLID (D"ITY SERVICX CENTRE THAT OFFERS 

CASSIAR AND DISTRICT CITIZENS A WIDE RANG OF SUPPORT SYSTEMS AND SOCIAL 

AMENITIES, WITHOUT ANY CHARGES ON THE PUBLIC PURSE. 

ACTION THAT W I U  HE3;p 

t -  

WE HAVE OTHER AREAS OF CDNCERN. 

TAKEPOWER! A L L O F U S U P H E R E A R E  ~ I R E D 5 O G E N E R A T E O U R W F O W E R  

AT A COST OF ABOUT 15c PER KIfXXrJATT/HOUR. WHEN YOU COMPARE THIS COST WITH THE 

4 - 5 CENE PER KIIX)WATT/HOUR PAID BY MOST OTHER INDUSTRIAL USERS - INCLUDING 

OUR COMPETITORS - YOU WILC, I KNOW, APPRKIATE 'IWE FAR-REACHING IMPLICATIONS - 
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AND, THE DEPTH OF OUR CO". 

AND, DESPITE THE REx;IENT A N " C F " T  THAT B.C. HYDRO IS TO PROCEED 

WITH ITS POWER DEVEXDPMENT IN THIS AREA - WE KNOW "HAT THE BENEFITS OF THIS 

DEVEIX>PMENT ARE MORE THAN A DECADE AWAY. 

ADD TO ALL OF THIS THE PROSPIKT OF MEETING THE ADDED COSTS ASSOCIATED 

WITH Fx>RKERs' NORTHEDN BENEFITS WHICH - IN 1983 - MR. MACEACHEN PROPOSES TO 

TAX, CERTAINLY EMpIx>yEEs WILL NOT WISH TO IQSE THEIR WELL-ESTABLISHED 

NofiTHERN BENEFITS, OR STAFtT PAYING TAXES ON THEM. THEY ARE NOT ONLY GOING TO 

BE LxxlKING FOR THE REP- OF THESE BENEFITS, BUT PROB?BLY THEIR REPLACE- 

MENT AT M C E  THEIR VALUE I N  ORDER TO PAY THE TAX THAT MR. MACEXHEN PROPOSES 

TO IMPOSE ON THEM. 

FRANKLY, THE TAXING OF BENEFITS IS A GREAT WRRY TO US - AS I T  MUST BE 

?o YOU- BECAUSE THESE BENEFITS HAVE A " R A m  MANY SKILLED tix3RKERs TO THE NORTH. 

SHOULD THESE SKILLED K O R K E S  LEAVE - WHAT AFFECT WILL I T  HAVE ON OUR INDUSTRY? 

WHAT AFFECT WILL 13' HAVE ON THE DEWEXQFMENT OF THE NORTH? 

Now, MY TIME IS SHORT. YOU ARE HERE TO ASK QUESTIONS AND - GET ANSWERS. 

I SUGGEST THAT YOU MIGHT CONSIDER THE FOIJBWING FOUR AREAS WHICH ARE, AT PRESENT, 

OUR PRINCIPAL AREAS OF CO", 

FIRST: WE ASK THAT YOU DO AIL IN YOUR POWER TO CCXWI"VIN THE FEDEKAL 

GOVERNMENT THAT THERE IS A LEGITIMATE NEED FOR A NORTHERN TAX 

INCENTIVE FOR NORTHERN WORKERS - A PRINCIPLE THAT HAS BEEN 

ADOPTED I N  OTHER COtTNTRIES WITH REMOTE AND UNDEVELX)PED AREAS 

OF POTENTIAL WEALTH. 
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SEICOND: THAT YOU GIVE EARNEST ~FJSIDERATION TO THE REGENEWITION OR 

UPGRADING OF HIGHWAY 37 WHICH, AT PRESE", IS "FIE ONLY DIRECT 

TRANSPORTATION AXIS TO THE SEA OVEX WHICH MINE PRODUCTS FRm THE 

CASSIAR - DEASE REGION CAN FIDW TO MARKET. THE LX)NG PERIODS 

OF RESTRICTIONS DURING THE 1981 BREAK-UP COST CASSIAR RESOURCES 

ATxlNE NEARLY$870,000 IN ADDITIONAL TRANSPORTATION COSTS, 

THIRD: TO REDUa THE I.=NoRMouS DRAIN ON OUR NON-FUZNEWAEEJ3 ENERGY RESOURCES, 

AND ?o ENCOURAGE MINING CDMPANIES TO CONTINUE THEIR EXPLQRATION 

AND DEvEIx>PMENT PROGRAMS, WE ASK THAT YOU GIVE SUBSTANCE TO A 

REASONABLE powE3R ASSISTANCE PROGRAM FOR THIS AREA - ONE THAT WILL 

HELP SUPPLY POWER TO THE MINES, AND OTHER DEVEWPMEWE, AT A 

RATE FAR BEXW THAT WHICH WE IN THE CASSIAR REGION ARE Now FORCED 

TO PAY - AN AMOUNT THAT WILL UXDOUB'IEDLY INCREXE YEAR BY YEAR 

WHILE WE WAIT FOR THE RECENTLY AN"cED B,C, HYDRO PROGRAM TO 

COME ON STREAM, 

FWRTH: WE ASK THAT YOU DIRECT YOUR ATI'ENTION TO THE SUPPORT SYSTEMS 
.I 

REQUIRED BY BRITISH COLUMBIA CITIZENS WHO LIVE IN THIS REMovE.AREA, 

AT PRESENT, VIRTUALLY ALL OF THESE SYSTEMS IN CASSIAR 

AND SUPPORTED - WHOLLY OR IN PART - BY CASSIAR RESOURCES. FOR AN 

EXAMPLE, WE DIRECT YOUR A " T I 0 N  TO THE CASSIAR HOSPITAL AND 

ARE FINANCED 

DENTAL CLINIC WHICH ARE FINANCED AND SUBSIDIZED BY CASSIAR RESOURCES. 

FURTHERt, THE COMPANY FINANCES MOST OF THE DISTRICT'S REXXEATIONAL 

FACILITIES. 

DIPLQYEES, BUT ALSO BY EMPLxlyEEs OF OTHER MINING COMPANIES, UXXL 

INDIAN BANDS, 00- * PERSONNEL, PLUS MANY OTHER NON-CASSIAR 

PEXlPLE WI-I0 LIVE IN ?1lIS AREA. 

CASSIAR RESOURCES HAS HAD ?o ASSUME RESPONSIBILITY, 

THESE FACILITIES ARE NOT ONLY USED BY CASSIAR RESOURCES 

THIS IS A HUGE UNDERTAKING FOR WHICH 
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WE BELIEVE THE TIME HAS COME TO SHARE THESE FESPONSIBILITIES WITH 

THOSE WHO ARE ENGAGED IN THE OVERALL DEVEIBPME"  OF THE PROVINCE 

AND h W 0  ARE THE STEWARDS OF ITS FUTURE. 

G I "  , THERE IS A PRESUMPTION THAT THE CASSIAR MINE IS A WRY 

PROFITARLE OPERATION. NOT TRUE. WITH REDUCED SALES VOLUME, PRICES FOR 

PRODUCT AT 1980 LEVELS AND COSTS ESCALATING W S T  OUT OF CONTROL - SURWAL 

WITH COST C " G  AND REDUCED LEVEL OF OPERATION IS THE ORDEX OF THE DAY FOR 

1982 . 
THIS MESSAGE MUST BE CLEAR. THE ASBESTOS INDUSTRY AND CASSIAR ARE 

STRUGGLIIGTO SU3VIVE. THEREFORE, AN UNDERSTANDING OF' OUR PROBLEMS BY EVERY 

ONE ASSOCIATED IS IMPORTANT. 

"K YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION. 


