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IOLITE (“WATER bAPPHIRE”) GEMSTOl ,-AS DISCOVERED 
AT BLU STARR 

from : htt p ://www.canada-stoc kw atc h. corn 
Anglo Swiss Resources Inc. has announced 
the discovery of a new iolrte gemstone, 
often referred to as “water sapphire”, 
occumnce on their Blu Starr Property. 

Iolite, the gem variety of the mineral known 
as coderite, is a hard, durable gemstone 
with a violet-blue colour, s d a r  in appear- 
ance to the gemstone tanzanite. Iolite fiom 
the Blu Starr property &plays a re- 
markable property know as trichroism, 
meaning that if a given gemstone is v i d  
fiom three difikmt directions, it &bits 
three drfferent colours, namely blue-violet, 
honey-yellow and pale bluejyey. 
Caboc$mnat iolite fiom the property 
displays a noticeable star effed. 

Thls new iolite discovery occurs within a 
&ct litbstratigraphic horizon, and has 
been followed h r  more than two k b  
metres along stnke in outcrop and talus by 
James Laird Anglo’s Exploration Man- 
ager, who is crdted with the discovery. 
Inha1 results of a samphng program tested 
two gem quahty iolite-beaMg zones. The 
two u3nes outcrop apprmumately 1 k i l m  
apart on a correlative lrtho-stratigraphic 
horizon, and float occumces of similar 
material have been traced h r  an addi t id  
kilometre along strike. 

The inrtral iolite discovery, known as the 
Rainbow North zone, outcrops at the base 
of a smaU bluff. The mineralized zone has 
been hand-trenched and is presently 
exposed for 20 m alcmg strike, 5 m in 
thickness, and 5 m in profile depth. The 
m e  has a shallow d p  to the east and is 
open along strike and to depth. The 
s m u m  wallrock is composed of well- 
layered kldsparquartz-bidtebmbtite-homblende 
miss with scattered garnet p o @ p  

blasts. f i e  iolite hostrock is a dstinctive. 
dark-green fibrous metamorphic rock 
composed of biotite and hchsite mica. 
tremolite-actinolite, iolite, quartz, feldspar. 
megacrystic almandme-pyrope garnets. 
and amphibole. 

Iolite content varies, averagmg about 5% of 
the observed rock SUrfBce, which is hlghly 
weathered. Additional miner;lls nated in- 
clude amethyst, clear, m e  and star quartz, 
schorl and drav3.e t o u m  crystals up to 
10 cm in diameter, rutile, beryl, spinel, 
ilmenite, muscovite, chlorite and others. The 
amethyst and clear quartz crystals 
cummdy %lay positive and negat~ve 
s c e p t e r s a n d ~ l e x ~ p a t t e m s .  

The iolite occurs as large crystals in quartz 
vein stockworks and m e s ,  and as 
scitfferedmasses thruughoutthe hostrock. 
?he iolite crystals weather to irregular 
masses of translucent violet gem material 
on the outcrop SUM. Beneath the 
weathered outcrop, the tabular iolite 
crystals @lay a greenish-brown 
retrogradealterationlawwnaspinite,which 
is a fine- mixture of sericite mica 
and chlorite. The deepest samples obtamed 
fiwm the outcrop show euhedral dark violet 
crystals with minunal alteration. 

The largest smgle crystals exceed 1,000 
carats in weight, but much larger 
crystalhe masses have resulted from 
complex twummg and intergmwths. A 
representative 2 m by 2 m panel sample 
averaging about 10 centime2res in depth 
was taken by hammer and moil fbm the 
south end of the min- m e .  The total 
sample weght was approximately one 
tonne, fiam h c h  25 kilograms of 
hgh-grade iolite crystal ore was extmctd. 
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The second iolite zone, k n m  as Rainbow 
South zone. is also found outcroppmg at 
the base of a low bluff, and is presently 
exposed for 10 m along stnke. 2 m in 
thickness, and 2 m in profile depth. Thls 
zone also has a shallow dip and is open to 
stnke and to depth. General deposit mor- 
phology, mineralogy and alteration are 
s d a r  to the Rainbow North zone. Large, 
euhedral iolite crystals form in quartz 
veins and as scattered masses and crystals 
throughout the hostrock. A representative 
2 m by 2 m panel sample averaging about 
10 centimeters in depth was taken fiom the 
centre of the m e  again producmg 
approximately one tonne yieldmg about 25 
kg of high-grade iolite crystal ore. The bvo 
samples taken together cuntain more than 
100,000 rough carats of iolite crystal. 

Access to tkus location is excellent. 
Extraction of sapphirelgametholite is 
ongoing to m u r e  continued supply for 
shipment to Sri Lanka for facettin& in 
order to build up a larger inventory of 
finished gemstones, prior to offering the 
gemstones to the marketplace. 

pleted to the d y  discmered Sapplwe 

ization continue to produce well-hrmed 
blue-grey rough sapphrres. Management 
estimates that 15,000 m t s  of rough 
sapphire has alw been exhracted from 
this sholwmg. A small shipment of h s  
material has been sent to Sri Lanka h r  

enhance the colaur and clanty of the stones. 
It is an accqted fkt in the jewelry industry 
that over 90% of the gemgrade sapphres 
havebeensubjdtoheattreatment. 

An exploration access track has been com- 

Hdl site. Three separate areas of mineral- 

p r e m  heat-& testmg to 
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N CHAMBJCR REPORT 
by Dennis G. Llewellyn 

Well here we go into 1999, with a drastic We may be running a Gemstone Course 
weather change since my last "port in in mid January, if we have enough 
December. The Christmas party was a interest. With the new disweries in the 
great success, with lots ofgood foo4 spirits S l w  the potential is there for some 
and many a property prospected and mined more new discoveries. Anyone with any 
many times in conversation. The interest in prospectin& may do well to 
participants were about 70 plus (hard to tell look into gemstones as well. 
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S e e n a t t h i S t i m e O  

town folk. -rhan!a 
toallofthosewho 
donated either to 
thechrishnasqarty president, 3490 Highway, 16 West, Smithers. Bc 
ortogmmlfunds 

year 6um out or 
nominate any Phone (604) 662-7272. I 8w 663-6733 

fat. Your genanus 
dodm, they are 
greatty appreciated. oen~s~renb-h;"gfatxmasPaq, 

and be sure to ask lor a mpy of our catalogue. 

--m Directors. 
The Clock/Quilt/Membership draw 

Wtll Stadey, & L o m e  McGregor. An due P1ease note whether OT not Your 
Amethyst cut gemstone, donated by Dave 9 u Y  date h@khM Yelow the 

a d d r e ~ s  I ~ M  ~f you have Barchy for silent mct~on was successfuuy 
bid by Jm Laud of Anglo SWISS Please &sregard 
Industries for $100 00 A steal of a deal needed by the C ~ ~ J W .  

wnmm were (m order) John Munay, REMINDER your m a h h p  1s past RESPONSE continued from P. 2 

It appears that the conrmittee IS 

and the Multi-use system is not bang 
SuPPOfi 1s MY considered 'Ik Chamber agrees that 

special natural recreat~onal and cultural 
feaaues should be protected but this 

not include hundreds ofhectares 

pa  r-mdk a swle use land 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE WANTS 
Some proposals surrounding the specific 
features appears to be nothing more than 
a large slngle use land grab 

TO WORK WITH MINERS 
from Nelson & District Chamber News 

In hs inaugural address new Nelson & econOmic impact analyses pnor to taking Sincereby, m e  Hu&+ 
District Chamber of C- president any act1011 that would impact negatmly 
Dave Duncan said 'We need to work on fomtry or mining. 'We need to cc Dam Grieve *d Lands planner, 
together with the Chamber of Mines of continue and strwgthen our call for that 
EastemBCtoseewhatneedstobedone analysls and the development of taros Boundary Mm 
to revim exploration in our area." He meaniogful mi!i@on strategy _ _  kssociafion,Greemyood 
reminded Chamber metnbm that since Duncan wants to meet with the heads of Rick walker East Kootenay chamber 
been Urging government to conduct informatononplansandactivities. 

p m d m  

cm&, 

the CORE process the N&DCoC has other conrmunity oqyizafion to share ofhlines,Crant;rook,BC 

I E  I TECK EXPLORATION LTD. 

-83 Years of history in mining. 
-Working Interests in 11 mines across Canada and 1 in Chile. 
- A  leader In mine development building open pit and 

ATORIES 

underground mines In gold, copper, zinc. niobium and 
metallurgical coal. 

-The partner of choice In the Industry for: 

Let's work together I 

PROF'ERlY SUBMIWALS GVALUATIONS 
*JOINT VENNRES MINE DNELOPMEM 

Canada V6A <A6 




