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SttbfeCtt: .roVp LETTER DATED ‘FEBRUMY ’6 1981, 

Thank you for  your l o n g  and p l easan t  r e p l y .  
from the f l u ,  

hope you have recovered 

J u s t  a further update on the Free Gold proper t y  - the lessee f o r g o t  
to  pay the a p p m p r z a t e  taxes on the proper ty  and $n e a r l 9  December 
198Q Reako ExpZorat$one s t a k e d  the proper t y  and r?t now legally be- 
l o n g s  t o  them. W h a t  ir varr’ed h&tory tlu‘s proper t y  has h a d l  

Y e s  r have heard the name Ben Nelson, T h e  hi’stor2es of the S$lrer 
a n y  and Lorrathe p r o p e r t f e s  are descri’bed b e l o w :  

Amund 1975 the Prov$ncrlal Government e s tab l i shed  an Znteqrated 
management u n f t  CBab$ne W )  over the B a b h e  Range W‘ch rbcludes 
the Silver King and Lorrazne [Natl’ve Mines) depos2ts .  W h a t  th2s 
means 2s t h a t  any e x p l o r a t i o n  or development wark w i t h 2 n  the area 
must be “proper lyw managed b y  a l l  concerned governmental a yenc le s .  
A standard form has been adopted. 

Silver K h g  [Au-Ag] 

1929 - fzrst tunnel  started 

1920 - 0 cla$ms under o p t i o n  to  a Seattle. group 

1921 - under bond t~ l o c a l  syndzcate  - but optr’on lapsed 

1922 - c r o m u t  tunnel  begun and 100 f t  . completed - work By Higgzns 
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1923 - examined by engfneer  for Federal Mining Co and offer made 

1924 - work b y  P, J ,  Hfggfns 

1925 - 12  c l a i m  clovered property  - four men mrked a l l  year on cmss- 
cut  tunnel - h i t  main win 252 ft. f r o m  por ta l  

1926 - op t ion  by Henry Lee Ne8sner - four men worked during winter an8 
tunnel extended to 263,s f t ,  

- 105 sacks of ore (3-1/2 tons) obtained from d r i f t s  b y  hand 
s o r t i n g  - grade .4 oz,/ton Au and 84 oz,/ton Ag 

1928 - alssessment mrk 

1929 - owned by Babine Silver King Mining Co. L t d ,  

1930 - company dncoporated 

1931 - owned by Olnineca S f l v e r  King Mfnes L td ,  

1939 - camp erec ted  

1940 - 600 it. of trenching and 100 it. of t unne l l ing  

1946 - operated by LaMarr Gold Mines L t d ,  - owner 8 ,  F. Messner - 
22 cJafms 

- camp incl , 2-story frame bunk-house and log cook-house 

- now four a d i t s  t o t a l l i n g  about 1300 f t .  

Late '60's - e a r l y  '70's - owned by  J ,  L f O r s a  (S&dthers 

1974 - I examined and sampled 

1978 - stakad by L, 8 ,  Warren (Sdthers) 

1980 - optioned to P a n a e r  Nine8 ( P r i n c e  George) 

- road to 8how~nqs f i x e d  up. 
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Lorralne (Native Mines) - (Ag) 

1909 - 18 f t .  tunnel  driven 

1918 -' 6 c la ims  s taked  b y  P .  J .  H i g g h s  

- 5 tons of ore shipped 

1921 - work done 

1922 - tunnel  lengthened to  180 f t .  (SO f t .  f r o m  19181 

1924 - work done 

1926 - work done 

1928 - prepara t ions  to con t inue  new tunnel 

1929 - drzv ing  of an a d i t  c rosscu t  tunnel  160 f t 

1930 - con t inua t ion  of  crosscut tunnel  and s u r f a c e  work 

I'n l e n g t h  

1931 - known as the ''Vl'ctoria Group'' - Lorraine Co-per Silver Mines L t d .  

1946 - new owner - B. F .  Messner and Ass=. (@there] 

1951 - optToned by American Yellowkn$fe Gold Mznes 

- strzppi 'ng,  trenching, sampling, geologr"ca1 mappgng 

- dgamond d r f l l l h g  

- o p t f o n  dropped - l a c k  of tonnage 

1958 - opened upper tunnel  - 3 men worked 

- t r u c k  road ,  4 miles" I'n l e n g t h ,  bul ' l t  to  jol'n the Cronzn Road 

1964 - new bprnkhouse - znes~ha l l  , 021-shed, garage, and r e p a f r  bay bu t1  t 

- new p o r t a l  100 f t  . drrfen - 5 men under Messner 

- c a l l e d  '@Nat$ve Mlnesw 

- t c a n s p r t a t $ o n  by t ruck  
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1966 - 18 c la ims  

- ten men worked - incl .  geologica l  mapping 

- main a d l t  driven 800 ft.. + d i a m n d  d r i ' l l  holes 

1974 - examined and sampled b y  self 

1978 - staked b y  J .  Hut ter ,  J r .  

1980 - optioned by Joe H d d b e r  (Telkwa) 

1981 - w r k  planned 

So - both p r o p e r t i e s  have been developed t o  some extent and a r e  
still  a c t s v e  , 

I knew Gordon Harvey (al l 'as  Peavxne) who di'ed i n  1978 (or thereabouts )  . 
H e  r e s i d e d  untl"1 hi's death  I'n h*s 0 r 2 g i ~ l  c a b h  loca ted  on Drift- 
wood Creek along the road I'nto Silver Ksng Basin.  The MZIE of his 
proper ty  was s h p l g  Hamey (and'Ral'nbow, Dri f twood) .  I t  is located  
sou th  of D r f f t w w d  Creek, sou th  of Lagopus Mtn. Much work has been 
done and the proper t y  has r e c e n t l y  been opt ioned  b y  L. 8 .  Warren 
and P. J .  Huber (Smfthers - Telkwal t o  Panther Mines (Prince George). 

1921 - owners - J .  S. K e l l y ,  S. Gazely and R. MacKlr'n 

- open c u t s  

1925 - bond taken b y  F, H. Taylor  (Sdthers) 

- 2 men employed 

1929 - 2 tunnels driven - 54 f t . each 
1930 - open c u t s  and t u n n e l s  

1931 - new d f s c o v e r y  

1932 - owner Jas .  Wright &m*ther& 

1937 - productl'on - 1426 lbs. - Au, Ag, Cu 

1975 - s taked  by B ,  Price 

1978 - s taked  by L, 8. Warren and P. J .  Huber 
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1980 - o p t f a d  to Panther Mines 

The cabin  you speak of  i n  your letter i s  still s tanding  bes ide  one 
of the main showings and could  e a s i l y  be made l i v a b l e  again.  

A tote-road has been bui l t  i n  the l a t e  1960% up the h i l l s i d e  to 
the showings. 

Prior to Gordon18 death  her donated some v e r y  nfce land to fh Govern- 
ment a long  Drfftolrood Creek and the Park8 Branch ham created  the 
Driftwood P m v f n c f a l  Park on it. I t  covers a major t o u r i s t  a t t r a c t f o n  - 
fosrsfl &ds. The age o f  the mcks i s  SO d l l f o n  years  o l d  and forpsfls 
such a s  f i sh  and &uga ham been found. Gordon had some spec tacular  
aamples of fossil fish. The area i s  w r y  unique for Western Canada 
and thus geologi  c a y  very i mportant . 
I remmnber Gordon would hike into town w i t h  his o l d  packsack - I 
doubt i f  he ever owned a vehicle. - 
Yes I suspect I have had the opportundty to visit most of the "old" 
mining campce.. 

I have visited the o ld  Engineer gv ld  d n e  f o u r  t imes  since 1974. I t  i s  
d e f i n i t e l y  i n  B.C. ( b u t  not f a r  from the border w i t h  t h  Yukon). Present 
a c c e m  is elther b y  boat f rom A t l f n  or Carcrass or b y  helicopter. On 
my first visi t to dlk, p m p e r t y  fn  1975 Nu-En6rgy Development had bought 
the proper ty  and re8amlpled the undergzvund wrking8 b u t  w8re u ~ u c c e s s -  
ful i n  dewatering the o l d  workings a t  depth.  

The  d n e  was a c t u a l l y  ddscovelllsd i n  1899. Spectacular  grades of gold 
wre encountered b u t  the operat ion  f a i l e d  i n  1931. In a l l , e f g h t  levels 
were dned. In 1925 the stock reached owr $100 per share on the New 
York stock exchange.'Approx. 3 million ounces,of gold and 41,000 ounces 
o f  silver were mined. 

R. a mat ter  of fnterest, thd, first "Pat Burns" grocery s t o m  ewr b u i l t  
i n  B.C. i s  st f l l  standing a t  the Bngineer nrfne. An e labora te  townsite 
wf t h  cedar cabfns wa8 b u i l t  but much of the cedar ha8 &en sa lvagd  and 
re-used b y  M r .  Ilbm Kirkwood i n  A t l f n .  The B m k s  f a m i l y  r e s i d e  a l l  year 
l o n g  i n  a cabin on &he m u t h  s i d e  of Graham Inlet ( I n  the Yukon) The  
l a t e  Reg Bmwkcr (1976) wrked a t  the Bngfneer along wf th Tom Kirkwood 
up u n t f l  1952. H e  had the finest 8amples of  gold ever seen from the 
p m p e r t y .  The E n g f n e e r  Wine fa one of the most hfstorfc scenic p laces  
I can think o f .  I don't know how the group of  l a d i e s  w i l l  imke o u t  b u t  
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I wish t h e m  well. I still think the property has p o t e n t i a l ,  You 
are r j g h t  about  the U s t o r y  of l i t i g a t i o n ,  Yes some d r i l l i n g  was 
done l a s t  y e a r  and more i s  planned for this y e a r .  

Contlnued best of l u c k  wi th ,  your "Memirs", 

Yours v e r y  t r u l y ,  

Tom Schroeter, Po Eng., 
Distrlct G e o l o g i s t ,  

TS/hh 


