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On J u l y  16th  I took a recce  he l i cop te r  t r i p  i n t o  t h e  Babine Range with 

Nick Carter, Jim Hutter and Joe L'Orsa,  The Range has been proposed as 
a Wilderness Park by Joe. 

The Department of Mines has been asked t o  s tudy  themineral p o t e n t i a l  

of t n e  Range. The topography is  rugged and t h u s  prospecting has been 

tough. Nevertheless, s eve ra l  prospects exist within t h e  proposed park 

boundaries as well as one producing mine, t h e  Cronin Mine. Most i f  not 
a l l  of these  showings should be  examined a s  w e l l  as f u r t h e r  potent ia l  

a reas ,  The amount of snow on t h e  ground a t  t h e  time of our t r i p  does 
not permit a thorough examination a t  t h i s  time. 

We flew up the Driftwood Creek and c i r c l e d  over t h e  Harvey showings 

owned by Driftwood Mines and t h e  Rainbow showines owned by Lome Warren. 
Both appear t o  be fr2e of  snow and w i l l  be examined i n  t h e  near fu tu re .  

We continued f l y i n g  up t o  the headwaters of Oriftwood Creek and landed at 
t h e  a d i t  s i t e  i n  Silver King Basin. We looked around t h e  o ld  dumr?, and 

selectedfypical o r e  and host rock specimens. The o r e  appears t o  be con- 

cent ra ted in  quartz veins. 

a rea  i n  t h e  park proposal and w i l l  be examined i n  more d e t a i l 4  as soon 
as t h e  snow leaves, 

This Silver King &sin area is probably t h e  key 

Fromthe S i l v e r  King Basin w e  flew up and over i n t o  *land Easin near 

t h e  headwaters of Cronin Creek and observed t h a t  t h e  showings the re  were 
s t i l l  covered i n  snow. 'rle &en fl.ew - over t h e  Cronin Mine and northwards 

t o  t h e  showings on Debenture Creek. These showings are up on the  s t e e p  

creek bank and were p a r t i a l l y  covered by snow. We c i r c l e d  t h e  showinps and 
then flew southeastwards and landed a t  t h e  Native Mines showing loca ted  

near t he  head of Higgins Creek. The showings here were also p a r t i a l l y  
covered by snow. 

apparently t h e  a d i t  driven underneach d id  not i n t e r s e c t  ore.  Some of t h e  r 

bes t  lead  and zinc o r e  i n  t h e  Babine Range was observed here  i n  t h e  trenches.  

An impressive reddish brown v a r i e t y  of coarse c r y s t a l l i n e  s i d e r i t e  i s  one 

of t h e  prominent gangue minerals present. Fromthe Native Mines showings 

we flew i n t o  the  L i t t l e  Joe a d i t  a t  t h e  headwaters of L i t t l e  Joe Creek. 

Surface showings (trenches) a r e  very impressive. However, 



The a d i t  is very o ld  and very l i t t l e  o re  was observed outisde t h e  a d i t ,  

i n  fac t  only one sample of quartz contained some grey copper. From the  

L i t t l e  Joe showings we  flew back t o  Smithers over t h e  Big Onion porphyry 

copper prospect which i s  currenkly under a c t i v e  exploration, 

A t  present, a c t i v e  exploration is being carr ied out on the Big Onion 
prospect. Work is planned on t h e  Li t t le  Joe prospect. The Cronin Mines i s  

i n  production. 


