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he  old prospector’s maxim, “The best place to 
look for a gold mine is near one” also works 
for coal mines. c-, southwest British 
Columbia, was once a thriving coal mining 
centre located 12 miles west of the larger town 

of Princeton. Back in 1911 the Columbia Coal R Coke Co. 
Ltd. began coal mining operations and established the town 

with a low strip ratio open pit mine. Compliance’s coal is 
worth US $28/tonne. 

On August 30, Cdmpliance reported Nissho lwai Coal 
D s b p m n t  (Canada) Ltd. and an associated Japanese 
company purchased a 15°/o joint venture interest in the 
project. With a financing in place the company conitructed 
a 400,000 tonne per year heavy media coal wash plant a n d  

s e n  pit mining operatian_ 
At present, . m g  is 

tonnes of  coal per year. This 
is the first new min- 

site; however, development was put on hold during World developed in British Columbia since the Hucklebeny copper 
War I. Coalmont Collieries, which took over From Columbia mine came on stream in 1997. 
Coal, built a unique aerial tramway to bring the coal down 
off the mountain to the railway. The 1920s saw production to sell their product to local cement comDaniEand power 
o f  some 160,000 tons per year. Mining continued until -operators. Other markets could include e s e s  

ent for A h .  1940 when the No.5 Mine closed. In total, some 2.5 million and offshore sales. lwai is the m a r m  aq 
tonnes of coal was produced in the area with the last coal So far, the company has received letters of intent trom 
mine closing in 1957. potential customers based on Compliance’s attractive 

Today, however, there is n e  in the hamlet of coal samples, 
Coalmont. On October 31 Vancouver, BC-based Compliance O’Rourke says the operation. which is about the size of a 

& e r w  COQ. [CEC-TSX Venturel. through its subsidiary gravel pit,has minimal negative environmental implications. 
m b c e  Coal C o p ,  began production a t  the n.ew Basin The mine site, which was logged years ago, will be totally 
Coal Project ogen pit mine. The coal is classified as low reclaimed after mining operations are completed. Nininq 
sulphur/hiah B W  al quality and is an  Lxcellent source operations will be conducted on a contract basis. The 

2.172 hectares and, -The mine site itself is x k m  nortlwest of Princeton company’s n i n e ~ r m l  bcemes 2- 
in the Lodcson tain area. During fall 2001, a test according to BC government reports, hosts a coal iesouice 
mining and s-yam Was completed that of 240 million tonnes in situ. The reports classify the coal 
co,nfirmed the coal resource. continuity- open Pit mining resources as to 2LmiRion tonnes measured, 60 million 
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This is the first new mine in British Columbia since 1997. in place to mine 250.000- ~ 
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open pit. I h e m e  itsrlf is about 3LlJmetres thick and* The coal mining process: (Top) Larry Belit, left, Site Manager, and Pa$ Dickron. 
Resource World staffer, in front of the coal seam that dips about 45.  (Middle1 
The backhoe's teeth extrafl the coal and place it into stockpiler. The coal is then 

betwe- 
dumped into trucks and transported to the Similco mine site for washing [bottom) 

ComDliance Ener llrchased a and processing. Aconveyor belt outputs the cleaned coal and stacks it for shipment. 
mine, located ab=m west o f  Princeton. L a w  Eelis (opposite page). ph0m blrtitwnh oirkron. 
Site Manager, says in the future 
.of rrwnue could be the bentonit 
adjacent t o  the coal seams. sentonite is a 
u n i q u e m s  eiqht to 1 L  
times its volume when wet and is used 
in drilling for oil and gas as well as 
for odour control jobs and in cat 
litter boxes. 

To support the washing and Other 
Site at the Simiko copper 

Currently, Compliance is , 

oa IS curren y 

Wt, formally operating in 
Kentucky, was purchased and , 

g h k e d  in pieces to  the Similco 
dte. Since the washing plant is 
still being "tuned" and minin 
nprrations optimized. wkcosts 

'i production are $-by the 
and a final fiaure is not available. i\k about J 5 years worth of coal res 
looks like Compliance Energy will uc diuuiiu IU I  ,UIIIC L I I I IC .  II 

StealthMinerals.com 8 P 

oBpER G O L D  S\L 

c 


