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C O R A N E X P R O J E C T 

Monthly Report - M a y , 1965 

W O B K D O N E 

We spent the lat ter half of M a y in es tab l i sh ing our 
m a i n camp near the end of the M t , FreegOld road* i n t r a i n i n g the crews 
of s i l t s a m p l e r s ; and in checking out our f i e ld geochemical l a b o r a t o r y . 
The s i l t s a m p l i n g program is under way with s a m p l e r s w o r k i n g out o f 
three f ly camps and the m a i n camp. The laboratory i s set up to r u n 
s i l t s and so i l s for copper, molybdenum, a rsen i c (hot extract ions) , total 
heavy metals (cold extraction) and Holm an copper (cold extract ion) . We 
w i l l a lso investigate the use of tests for molybdenum-in^water and 
coppe r - i n -wate r , 

In o r d e r to gain perspect ive i n the appl icat ion of 
geochemistry to this reg ion , we have done some geoehemical prospect ing 
around a few known m i n e r a l showings. It appears that anomalies w i l l be 
subdued compared with those that One expects to get i n the mountainous 
parte of B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a , Th i s is attr ibuted to the slow rate of e ros ion 
i n these unglaciated areas and to the d i lut ion of stream] s i l t s by the recent 
white vo lcanic ash which covers much of the Yukon,. Because of the 
extensive mantle cover , much of which i s f rozen , fo l low-up work w i l l be 
tedious . 

F U T U R E P L A N S 

We w i l l spend the month of June work ing out of the 
M t , F r e e g o l d camp and then move the m a i n camp to the north end of 
A i s h i k i k L a k e for a month of w o r k . We w i l l attempt to do fo l low-up work 
on the best anomalies and thus e l iminate , as much as poss ib le , the 
necess i ty to r e t u r n to the a r e a for a second season of reconnaissance 
w o r k . 

C A N E X A C T I V I T Y 

Revenue C r e e k : Canex c a r r i e d out the exp loratory 
d r i l l i n g for the M e r i d i a n Syndicate . They d r i l l e d four short holes to 
test a s o i l anomaly (copper and molybdenum). The anomalous area i s 
about 1,000 feet west of a mass ive chalcopyr i te lens which was explored 
by s e v e r a l companies i n the m i d f i f t i e s . The rock , probably a granodior i te , 
is m i n e r a l i z e d with m i n o r pyr i te and chalcopyr i te and t races of molybdenite . 
The plagioc lase has been hydro thermal ly altered to s e r i c i t e . The zone i s 
completely ox id ized to a depth of about 50 feet. Copper content w i l l 
probably be l ess than 0, 3%; molybdenite content w i l l be less than 0„03%. 
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Granite Mountain : We spent two days doing geological 
and geochemical work at the Canex ( F a i r c l o u g h 1 s) copper showing on 
Grani te Mounta in , The deposit i s of l i m i t e d s ize and grade and does 
not appear to extend much beyond the a r e a of t r e n c h e s . The deposit 
contains d isseminated chalcopyrite and m i n o r pyr i te and no v i s i b l e 
molybdenum m i n e r a l s . H y d r o t h e r m a l a l terat ion is not intensive or 
extens ive . The sulf ides are complete ly ox id ized at surface on southern 
s lopes ; but l eak ing of copper does not appear to be an important factor 
i n grade . 

A grade of 0. 3% C u and 0 ,1% Mo had been recorded 
for grab samples f r om this deposit , The copper grade i s probably of 
the c o r r e c t o r d e r of magnitude but the molybdenum content is near to 
0 .01%. Some chip samples have been taken for assays* 

Canex geologists p lan s o i l geochemistry over and around 
the deposit . They do not plan reg iona l geochemical reconnaissance in 
this a r e a . 

J . R . Woodcock 

June 6, 1965. 


