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Kootenay Florence Goal Certain 
Delay in Locating Big Orebodies on Lake Level Due to Change in Dip of 

Limestones—North and South Fissures Already Located—Electric 
Power Greatly Expedites Operations—Production Commenced 

>rfn on a s t r inger of or 

K 
" O O T E N A Y Florence mine , two miles 

n o r t h of A i n s w o r t h , K o o t e n a y L a k e , 
B .C . , was v i s i t e d twice between the middle 
and end of A u g u s t by the ed i to r of C a n a 
d ian M i n i n g W o r l d . H e f o u n d operat ions 
proceeding i n the mos t sa t i s fac tory manner , 
w i t h cer ta in promise t h a t the m a i n ore 
shoot f or w h i c h the lake level a d i t is be ing 

has taken place i n the l ime bands w h i c h 
occur i n the Josephine f o r m a t i o n and w h i c h 
c a r r y the b i g orebody i n the upper levels. 

L i m e s t o n e D i p C h a n g e d 
I t has now been def inite ly demonstrated 

t h a t this fo ld has caused a f latter d ip west 
e r ly , w i t h the resu l t t h a t i t m a y be 200 or 
even 300 feet yet before the orebody w i l l 

was carr ied n o r t h on a " s t r i n g e r of ore at 
H po int 2,700 feet f r o m p o r t a l of the lake 
level a d i t and was fo l l owed n o r t h e r l y f or 
G5 feet. I t then t u r n e d wester ly , or p r a c 
t i ca l ly para l l e l to the m a i n ad i t and , when 
the w r i t e r v i s i t ed the mine the last t ime , 
the d r i f t had been c a r r i e d ahead 100 feet 
in a f u l l face of m i n e r a l i z a t i o n , cons i s t ing 

K o o t e n a y F lorence M i n e , K o o t e n a y L a k e , B . C . , l o o k i n g n o r t h f r o m concentrator ore b in and showing mine bu i ld ings and dump of L a k e 
L e v e l A d i t . 

d r i v e n wou ld be encountered w i t h i n r e a 
sonable t ime . 

T h e fac t t h a t i t has not yet been entered, 
a l t h o u g h f irst surveys ind i ca ted i t w o u l d be 
f ound at a p p r o x i m a t e l y 3,250 feet f r o m 
p o r t a l , has caused m u c h needless a n x i e t y 
a m o n g s tockho lders . A s the w r i t e r sees the 
s i tua t i on , there is not the s l ightes t r e a s o n 
able m i n i n g chance t h a t the orebody w i l l 
not be f o u n d . There has, however , been 
some change i n the general ly accepted geo
log ica l condi t ions , i n d i c a t i n g t h a t a f o ld 

be entered. T h e o r i g i n a l m a r k set f or the 
lake level ad i t was pred icated u p o n a cer
t a i n d ip apparent i n N o . S level , w h i c h is 
550 feet above on the d ip of the ve in . 
In between the two levels there has been 
a curve i n the l ime bands t a k i n g the i n 
tersect ion po int f u r t h e r into the h i l l . 

D r i v i n g On T w o Fissures 
T h e ma in n o r t h and south fissures of the 

m i n e r a l i z e d zone have nevertheless been 
f ound in the iake leve l ad i t , and i t is now 
on ly a Question of p u s h i n g the heading 
fur ther ahead to the orehodies. A crosscut 

of i r o n p y r i t e , ' sphaler i te and galena . T h i s 
heading was i n the A i n s w o r t h f o r m a t i o n 
and about 200 feet this side of the contact 
w i t h the o re -bear ing Josephine f o r m a t i o n . 

- A t 3,335 feet f r o m p o r t a l of the m a i n adit, 
another crosscut was carr ied south upon 
another s t r inger , w h i c h also g r a d u a l l y t u r n 
ed a l m o s t para l l e l w i t h the ad i t and showed 
near ly two feet of so l id su lphide . It is 
bel ieved t h a t these headings are in the n o r t h 
and south fissures o f the ore zone as ex
posed in upper w o r k i n g s and , in fact , there 
is p r a c t i c a l l y no doubt Of the i r i d e n t i t y . 

P r o d u c t i o n S t a r t e d 
W h i l e the m a i n a d i t is be ing pushed 

ahead , a c tua l p r o d u c t i o n of ore f r o m the 
upper levels has been s tar ted . A n o t h e r a i r 
d r i l l has been added to the equ ipment and 
is now b r e a k i n g d o w n ore i n N o . 5 level . 
A winze is also to be sunk f r o m N o . 5 o n 
ore, thus e x p e d i t i n g connect ion between the 
two levels when the lake level reaches i t s 
d e s t i n a t i o n . 

E l e c t r i c P o w e r C u t In 
T h e new I n g e r s o l l - R a n d compressor , w i t h 

capac i ty of 1,000 cubic feet of a i r per m i n 
ute, has been i n s t a l l e d i n a commodious 
power house on the K o o t e n a y L a k e h i g h w a y , 
w h i c h passes just below the d u m p of the 
lake level , and power f r o m the m u n i c i p a l 
power lines of the C i t y of Ne l son was t u r n 
ed on two weeks ago. T h e compressor is 
ac tuated by a C a n a d i a n Genera l E l e c t r i c 
synchronous , K . V . A . 165, 80-cycle , 3-phase 
motor . 

M o d e r n A c c o m o d a t i o n s 
A l l outs ide w o r k i n p r e p a r a t i o n for 

w inter has been completed . T h e new b u n k -
house is 40 by 120 feet, w i t h t w e n t y t w o -
m a n rooms, equipped w i t h w a s h - r o o m , 
shower baths a n d l a u n d r y tubs . T h e new 
cook-house is 60x40 feet, w i t h seating-
capac i ty for 100 men. T h e k i t c h e n is 20x40 
feet, equipped w i t h m o d e r n hote l range a n d 
every other m o d e r n convenience. A l l b u i l d 
ings , i n c l u d i n g the cottages for staff and 
super intendent , are be ing p laced at grade 
and waste rock is be ing d u m p e d i n t o what 
w i l l eventua l ly be a w e l l - g r a d e d street. 

C o n s t r u c t i o n M o s t Substant ia ] 

Other c o n s t r u c t i o n inc ludes the c ompres 
sor house, w h i c h is 60x4 0 feet, w i t h space 
for another compressor un i t of the same 
size as the one a lready i n s t a l l e d ; mach ine 
shop, at the m o u t h of the lake leve l ad i t , 
30x40 f ee t ; d r y room, 24x30, heated by 
special a r r a n g e m e n t designed by S u p e r i n 
tendent Dennis , and an e x t r a r o o m , 24x30. 
A l l th is c o n s t r u c t i o n is of the mos t sub 
s t a n t i a l charac ter and yet the cost has been 
r e m a r k a b l y low, as m u c h of the l u m b e r was 
brought d o w n f r o m the o ld camp at N o . 5 
level , now abandoned . 

N o Ques t i on of Outcome 
T h e w r i t e r has k n o w n K o o t e n a y F lorence 

mine for more than ten years and i n t h a t 
t ime has made m a n y t r ips over the surface 
and t h r o u g h the upper w o r k i n g s . A t t imes 
he has seen as m u c h as 30 feet of fine m i l l 
ing ore i n the rep lacement bodies i n l i m e 
stone. In v iew of these fac ts , and especial ly 
i n v iew of the s t rength of the orebodies 
i n the f loor of N o . 5 level , he is convinced 
t h a t the d o w n w a r d c o n t i n u a t i o n w i l l be 
f ound i n good t ime on the lake l eve l , w i t h 
every promise t h a t one o f the greatest 
ni ines of i t s k i n d i n the i n t e r i o r of B r i t i s h 
C o l u m b i a wall result . 


