


Thia group conaiste of fourtesn VO-sore placer leases,
situated on Spanish Creek, Black Bear Creck, and the north
fork of the Quesnel River. Four of the lsases held, extend
from the mouth of Spanish Creek up-stream, teking in the bed
of the creek; four lie on the north bauk of the north fork;
three below the mouth of Spanisgh Creeky one Wm The To=-
maining leases are on Blsck Bear Creock. 4il1 lesses sro ade
Joinings The junotion of Spenish Creek and the north fork
of the tueanel River is eight miles from the town of Cunesnel
Dom, Bs Css with which it is comnected by @ motor road.

gpanish Greck is @ faivesized stream, five miles long,

lowing from Spanish Lake into the north fork of the (mesnel
Rivers About 3,000 feet from its mouth, Spsnish Creek is
Joined by Black Bear Creek, which comes in from the Hast.

Juet below this junotion, Spanigh Creek fiows through & canyon-

out through blsck slate, dropping sbout 240 feot in 800 fLeetl:
Below the eanyon it flows over gravel to its mfzﬁh, dowm a grdde
of 4 or b per conb. '



R
HISTORY:

The following history of the properity was supplied by
Mrs Cs MoDonald {part owner) and checked in places by Gove

nment Reportss ' '

Spanish Creek was firet worked by plecer niners in the
Sixties, vho prefiy well cleaned np the bed of the strouns
Later, sbout 1896, MeGregor end periners (Hoors Hining Cos),
worked the grownd lying ot the foot of the canyon, on the
right-hand side of the stream by e 1800-foot Arift tunnel
parallel to the present ereek bed snd sbout 50 feot east of
i%e In 1504, John Hobson, then monsger of the Baulilon iine,
bought out g%aam@x end other miners on the cresk for
$124,000 cssh (C. MoDonald), end equipped the property for
hydroulic mmg* A pit was started iﬁﬁ the loft hend side
of 'ﬁy@iﬁz Croek, noar its mouth, and piping cerried on Jor
8 short time. M. Hobson, who wes scting ag agent for the
Guggenheim’s, hed all lesses, etc. made out in his own nane.
%m "ﬁ&zia was found out, work was stopped and the y@p&ﬂy
went into iitigation. Shortly after ‘-&hza.; iir« Hoboon aisﬁ,;
and ‘kfha ymﬁri;g went to the Hobson E@%’f;m in 1912,

Mr. John Hopp mecured & lay from the Hobsén Letate snd
gterted sn hydraniie pit on the right hend side of Wiﬁn
Creek, opposite tho Hobeon Gorkingss lirs Hopp nade two
cloan-ups, but left the country withoul paying 6ff the mens




The property became vecant snd was taken up by the present
holdorse

In 1923, the Bnnis Gold Mining Compex
for the purpose of soquiring and opsrating eight of these
fourteon claims, namely, four on Spanish Croek and four
on the north fork of the (uesnel Rivers Zems, $5,000.00
cash and $80,000.00 in ninety dsyse. Nearly all the gquip
ment for opersting an hydraulic mine wes on the properiy
when the Bmis people took overs. This waes owned by the
Hobeon Estate, who sold it to the Bunis ining Compsny.
Hrs Bonds, MHanagoer ¢ Compeny, & placer miner of cone
sidersble experisnce, efter rmmg fiumes, ebos operated
for two weeks in Jovember, 1925, until freoze up, snd dure

mwor of 1924, Work was commo

about halfeway botweaon 1ts month and $he canyon referved to
sboves m' monitors worked on a &5@* ridge of zravels i¥e
Bonis 414 not expect to reach bed rook with this pit, Wt
intended to tshke off the overburden and ls&w; clean the
bedrock with a drag 1line scpapers. About 800,000 yards of
material were removed ag o very low coot. %ﬁhﬁ ¥rmds Compeny
eoculd not make the final i:amt. and after repented extene
sione of time, the property went back %o its Lormoer OWROYrS,
HoeDoneld and psritnerss

y was orgenized




a,,ma fact of 56" to 18" Wﬁ pipe (20 yesrd old)e
1,200 feot of flume (20 years old).
Donkey Ingine for pit work, boulders, olo.
Sew M1ll, B,000 feot of rough lumber
. 600" Iron Riffle Barse
Pen Stoelks '
Smell Bunk House, Coolk House, Ztebles, Dishes, Stove, eloe

The sbove gguipment is on the property owned by the

owmers of the claime, and In feirly good condition. There
is safficlient smﬁmg timber for sll nining purposess

m water plant is mytiﬁmw goods The water fron
Spanish lake i reguleted by & dem at its outlete It Tlows
down Spunish ermkf maistma of five miles snd is dirvected
into a 12007 Waﬁﬁam&wmam From tho pon=
amk. &t the e&zﬁ. of the flume, it is carried by plpes to the
monitors in the pit with & hesd of from 160" %o 180%. Thore
is sufricient water to run two monitors with sight inch
nozzles practically sll summers Climatic conditions would
permit an osversge of seven monthse operstion during the yeare
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bed rock consimting of black siste, striling roughly
esat-wonst, dipping ot & gheep asngie to the norths DBelow
the cengyaoly the oroek ﬁﬁﬁa ovar gravel th:t is not very
desp to bed yooke These are ordinsyy glscisl and postw
gleoinl grevelse. The post-glacisl gravels being sorted

by stroam. setions lo slum or comented gravel oocours and
there sye very few lsrge boulders, for fsha following
reancong: The oreek, bolow the canyon, ssems o flow along
the rim of 8 dvep channel whish E.ifé:a to the right of the
present oreek bed, snd under the Bmis pite
{a} Bhe eGregor Tummel is lower than the present creek
{b) Two plis have been pul down at levst 20 foobe Theue
aye now full of water, but would hardiy be sunk inte
bed rovke.
{e} A tunnel hes been dviven fyom the left benk of the north
fork just sbove the water level in s distance of 6O feet
and sinking sterted the shaft wae only put dowm two feol, bub
bed rock was not rescheds
(@) Mee J. Do Gellowsy (Provineisl Minerelogist) in his report
for the Be Ces Government, 1984, suggeste that this chamnel
exists from the sbove remsons and also from sections which

h ined, wgh.teh were m&ﬁ by Mre Hobsons st o '@im when



From slevetions teken by Hobson end Bonds, i Gallowgy
in the Banis pit wonuld have %o be less then 1%, which is pro-
hibitives

Hlo attompt will be made in this report

t0 esutimate the

the sversge pold content of the grounds John Hobson, in &
report he mede setimstes that there sre ¥0,000,000 cubie
yerds of gravel lying above Spenish Creck with esn aversge
gold sontent of 23 cents por yard. This fipgure was obtained
by a lisited amount of testing and coxmol be sccepited as de=

the writer that Hr. Hoboon peyed & royaliy on ngﬁw

 for a Sl-day run from his hydrsulic pit. This figure would

be on record in Vietoris snd should be checkeds

The Hsofrezor workings woere reported in the Be e Joverne
mont Report Por 1902 to yiold 2 ose of zold per sebs
(43* X 6" £ 6' = Bad oue yords) verious estimetes from two %o

sovenioon ozgs have been glvens This would show the ¢ currance
of a fairly rich stroak slong bed rock with the possibility of
a richer stresk in the Mtfmﬁ or lowest port of the charmels
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to pey for the remove

™his wonuld not, however, be rich encugh
al of 50 to 180 feot of overbmrien, unlesa it sarried soume

le removing this overbmrden, Obe
were some distence from the ground, being attached, and as
bed rock wes not reached, all grevel hed ©o puse over e rough
sarface containing boulders, befove rmé:sing the rifflec.

Ioat of the gold must have been removed from the ggra?a& before
1% resched the boxes, so thet this work could mf; be consider-
ol sg & best, buil does show that the over
ok, 1t would be impossible 0 seye

The sssentisls in eny hydrenlic gold mine aroiw
{3} mﬁgﬁﬁmﬁ: gold in gmm to pay for its M?m at a
profi

{2) Wm@rwms wy@mﬁh&a&.
{3) Suitedlo dump to handle tailinge. s

{1} Work done to date on this property hos not besn pors
formed in & menmer to properly test the ground, so that estie
mebtion a-f its gold content ecen only be sousldered as gueasess
demults amm however, are sufiiciently encoursging to
warrant the thorough testing of the property with & ressonadle

chanece of puocesi e

burden containg voluen.
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LERMS;
The fourteen lenses comprising the group were of fered
for Ten Thoussnd Dollars {&Q;ﬁﬁi}&ﬂ} ~eachy $5,000.00 caghe
the belence in ninety dayse |
m part of the group eould be fLaken up snd betfer
terms could probably be srrenged 1f the owners reslized that
& strong Compeny was gﬁizzg to do the worke. Thirty days
would be allowed for an exemination.
CONCLUSIONS:
(1) The property has been opersted unsmccessfully, empecially
by the last company who worked it, but has never been worked

in & memmer %o properly test it.

{2) The éump for the grasmt workings is unsatisfectory, but
gome method of handling tailings could slmost certainly be
found.

{3) The property is well equipped with & good wster supply
which can be kept ut at a low cost.

{4) There is = 'larg-e tonnage sveilable econtaining few boulders
or cemented gravels Ita gold content is unknown.

{5) The equipment mow on the property, although old, is an
essel as is also, the métm road which runs t0 the P«CG«Rs
Reilway at Williems Lake, & distance of seventy mile s



dam at the outlet of Spenish lske in good condition, it is
gaite poscible that three monitors could be operated through
out the groater pert of the seasons

{8} The dump is very unsstisfectorye The north fork
of the Quesnel River is quite lerge enough %o carry sway

all teilings delivered into ite If, bowever, bed rock is lower

than the bed of the river, this wonld naburally present sovers

al difieultiens If the bed wock conditions were favorsble,

the method of operation would be to clean up & patch of bode

rock neer the river, put slulco-boxes dowmn and gradusliy

work besck From the river with hydraulise, washing everything

ﬁimgii boxes, and keoping the bed rook cicens. If however,

& deop charmel exists under & pert of the gravel., to be worked,

this would not be possible aud some other method would have

o be mepplioyels The @iffiocully m-&}% Iesevew, probably

be overcome oither by the use of sn clevator or by bringing

in a long sluice from the north forke This would of course,

mesn & highar opersting coste ‘
Thic report desle with the fomr lesses on Spenich Creek

onlyy those on Black Besy Creek wonld have to be worked by

some other water systems The four on the north fork have boen

stekelt on the high heavily timbered river bank and no work hag
been done on theme



dones 4% the seme time, the ground could be roug

miner. A fow teat pite put down, and considersble pmming
ond sn estimate of the tonnsge made. This prelininery axomne
tntion oould be enrried out for $1,000.00. If satisfootong,
the ground ghould be dArilled with a Xeystone Drills ?




