
FIREWEED PROPERTY, Babine Lake, B.C. ,  Canadian Uni ted Minerals  

Add i t i ona l  d r i l l i n g  on t h e  Fireweed p rospec t ,  55 km n o r t h e a s t  
of  Smi thers ,  h a s  been i n  p rog res s  s i n c e  l a t e  1988. A 24,000 f t .  
program i s  planned f o r  completion by t h e  end of  February.  

Over h a M  abbe program i s  now complete w i th  a l l  work t o  d a t e  
d i r e c t e d  t o  i n - f i l l  d r i l l i n g  of  t h e  southwest  p a r t  of  t h e  W e s t  Zone. 
R e s u l t s  o f  10 o f  18 ho le s  completed p r i o r  t o  1988 year-end have 
been r e p o r t e d  a s  a t t ached .  

Recent. r e s u l t s  confirm t h e  presence of  l o c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  
s i l v e r  g rades  and a s s o c i a t e d  l ead -z inc  va lues .  A d i s c o n c e r t i n g  
f e a t u r e  of  t h e  r e s u l t s  a s  r epo r t ed  i s  t h e  i n c l u s i o n  of a "gold 
e q u i v a l e n t  g rade"  f o r  t h e  va r ious  s i l v e r - l e a d - z i n c  i n t e r c e p t s  
which a r e  n o t  be l i eved  t o  c o n t a i n  any gold va lues .  The on ly  
r e p o r t e d  g o l d  va lues  t o  d a t e  from W e s t  Zone a r e  conta ined  i n  a 
massive s u l f i d e  zone ( p y r i t e - p y r r h o t i t e )  i n  t h e  hangingwall o f  
t h e  Ag-Pb-Zn zone.which range from 0.009 - 0.055 oz/ ton.  

Add i t i ona l  d r i l l i n g  i s  scheduled f o r  t h e  E a s t  Zone, 2 .5  km 
n o r t h e a s t  o f  W e s t  Zone and f o r  t e s t i n g  o t h e r  I P  anomalies.  
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FIREFEED PROPERTY, BAEINE LAKE A3EA,R.C.  

Locat ion 

The Firewee2 Ag-Pb-Zn -(Au) p rospec t ,  100% owned by 
Canadian United Minerals  Inc . ,  i s  s i t u a t e d  nea r  ~ a b i n e - ~ a k e  
75 road  k m  n o r t h e a s t  o f  Smithers .  Access i s  by way of  t h e  
Smithers  Landinq road o f f  highway 1 6  t o  km 55, t hen  by 7  - 10 km 
of f a i r l y  r e c e n t  4-wheel d r i v e  logqing roads .  

H i s  t o r y  

Fireweed was d i scovered  by p rospec t ing  a long  new logging 
roads  i n  1987. F e l s i c  v o l c a n i c  f l o a t  con ta in ing  ga l ena ,  
s p h a l e r i t e  and tourmal ine  l e d  t o  t h e  s t a k i n g  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
c la ims .  

Extensive  overburden cover ,  v i t h  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  c l a y  
component precluded much s u r f a c e  work o r  s o i l  geochemistry.  
An I? survey de f ined  s e v e r a l  anomalous a r e a s  which w e r e  d r i l l e d  
i n  1987 and 1985. 

S i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  $ i t h o l o g i e s  and s t y l e  of  m i n e r a l i z a t i o n  
encountered t o  d a t e  do n o t  resemble o r i g i n a l  f l o a t  samples, 
t h e  source  of  which i s  s t i l l  unknown. 

Geo los i ca l  S e t t i n a  

The p rope r ty  i s  unde r l a in  by a  marine sandstone - g r a p h i t i c  
mudstone and s h a l e  sequence of mid. Cretaceous age (Skeena Group). 
I n  t h e  no r the rn  Bahine Lake a r e a ,  s i m i l a r  sequences occupy f a u l t  
bounded b a s i n s  and o v e r l i e  Lower ~ u r a s s i c  Hazelton Group vo lcan ic  
and sedimentary rocks .  

The sedimentary rocks  a t  Fireweed a r e  intruded.  by f e l s i c  dykes 
- elsewhere  i n  t h e  Babine a r e a ,  s i m i l a r  sequences a r e  i n t ruded  by 
l a t e  Cretaceous and e a r l y  T e r t i a r y  po rphyr i e s ,  most of  which 
c o n t a i n  copper m i n e r a l i z a t i o n  and. s e v e r a l  h o s t  commercial d e p o s i t s  
such a s  G r a n i s l e  and B e l l  Copper. 

~ i n e r a l i z e d  Zones 

I P  anomalies on t h e  Fireweed p rope r ty  a r e  e longa te  i n  an 
e a s t  t o  e a s t - n o r t h e a s t  d i r e c t i o n .  Most have c o i n c i d e n t  maqnetic 
h ighs  and f o u r  have been t e s t e d  by diamond d r i l l i n g ,  c o n s i s t i n g  
of 31 i n c l i n e d  d r i l l  ho l e s .  
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Xost work to date has been directed to the West and East zones 
which are 2.5 km apart. 

West zone mineralization consists principallv of disseminated 
galena and sphalerite in sandstone within an east-northeast 
zone. 10 drill intercepts with an average 8 metre core lenqth 
and over a strike length of 350 metres and an assumed vertical 
range of 100 metres have a wighted average grade of 8.8 oz/ton 
silver, 1.4% zinc and 0.9% lead. 

Based on available information, apparent widths decrease 
with depth as does the silver grade. 

It appears that.the zone is vertical to steeply south dipping 
and that a pyrite-pyrrhotite massive sulfide horizon in graphitic 
mudstone is present in the structural hanginqwall 30-50 metres 
south of the main zone. Drill intercepts of this material 
indicate silver grades similar to the main zone but with 
significantly higher lead-zinc (104% and 5-20% respectively), 
gold values in the 0.030 oz/ton range and copper averaging 
0.30%. 

The East zone, 2.5 km east-northeast of West zone, has been 
described as a copper-zinc-gold zone and has been tested by 6 
drill holes. No analytical results are available. Graphitic 
mudstones are the principal host rock and base and precious 
metal grades are associated with near massive pyrite and 
pyrrhotite, similar to t.he hangingwall mineralization in the 
West zone. 

A third IP anomaly, 1000 metres south of East zone, was 
tested by 3 holes. 

RED Propertv Corn~arisons 

Known mineralization at the RED property, 20 km east-southeast 
of Fireweed, consists primarilv of massive and stringer pyrite- 
pyrrhotite in a sandstone-graphitic mudstone sequence, probably 
of. similar age. The overall northeast trend of known sulfide 
mineralization is the same as the  irew weed West zone. 

Drilling to date has traced stringer and massive sulfide 
mineralization over core lengths of 30 to 50 metres, a strike 
length of 220 metres and a vertical range of 50 - 120 metres. 

No significant base or precious metal values have been 
encountered in drilling to date, which has been mainly directed 
to one of several IP and EM anomalies defined to date. 
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This particular conductive horizon continues to the northeast 
and reportedly, the coincident magnetic high decreases in intensity 
suggesting a metal zoning along strike. 

possible parallel mineral zones (similar to   ire weed?) 
are indicated by massive and stringer pyrite-pyrrhotite 
encountered in 1967 holes 1-3. More recent drilling has not 
tested these zones. 

Felsic dykes, similar to those intruding the sedimentary 
sequence at Fireweed, were noted in 1967 drill core, 
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