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Apr i l 3,1996 

Mr., R i c k M e y e r s / 
Reg i o n a l Manager 
C e n t r a l and S o u t h w e s t e r n Reg i on 
M i n e r a l s D i v i s i o n 
M i n i s t r y o f Emp1oyment and I n v e s t men t 
200 - 2985 A i r p o r t D r i v e 
Kami o o p s , B. C. V2B 7W8 

Dear Mr,, Meyer S3 

The M o f f a t C r e e k p r o p e r t y CFF 1—24 2 — p o s t m i n e r a l c l a i m s ) , 
s i t u a t e d 18 km n o r t h w e s t o f v"ernon (NTS map-area 82L/06W'), i s 
owned by t h e Mesatai S y n d i c a t e , , P a r t i c i p a n t s i n t h i s s y n d i c a t e 
i n c l u d e t h e u n d e r s i g n e d , R.H. M c M i l l a n and R- B l u s s o n -

T h i s p r o p e r t y an d f i v e o t h e r s h e1d by t h e s y n d i c a t e i n s o u t h -
c e n t r a l B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a were,, u n t i l r e c e n t l y , s u b j e c t t o an 
op t i o n a g r e e m e n t w i t h Cor on At i on M i n e s L t d . , a whol 1 y-owned 
s u b s i d i a r y o f F o r m a t i o n C a p i t a l C o r p -

C o r o n a t i o n M i n e s L t d - had p l a n n e d t o c o n d u c t a d r i l l i n g 
p r o g r a m on t h e Mof f a t C r e e k p r o p e r t y and pr e p a r a t o r y t o t h e 
expI o r a t o r y p r o g r a m had f i l e d a Mot i c e o f Work d a t e d 0c t o b e r 
6 j, 1995. R e c 1 a m a t i o n P e r m i t M X -4-246, s u b. j e c t t o t h e p o s t i n g 
o f a $1,500 s e c u r i t y d e p o s i t , was i s s u e d by y o u r o f f i c e 
November 23,1335= 

A c c e s s t o t h e p r o p e r t y i s by way o f a f o r e s t a c c e s s r o a d 
w h i c h i s an e x t e n s i o n o f t h e I r i s h C r e e k r o a d w h i c h l e a v e s 
h i g h w a y 37 n o r t h w e s t o f Vernon,, Some 4 km o f t h e f o r e s t 
a c c e s s r o a d t r a v e r s e s Okanagan I n d i a n R e s e r v e 1,. 

Some s e 1 e c t i v e 1ogg i n g o f f t h i s r o a d , on b e h a I f o f t h e 
0 k an a g a n B a n d, w a s u n d e r w a y 1 a s t f a 11 a n d t h e s a m e 
c o n t r ac t o r s wer e a p p r oac hed by Cor o n a t i on M i n e s L t d- t o 
d i s c u s s p r e p a r a t i o n o f d r i l l p a d s and a c c e s s r o a d s f o r a 
w i n t e r d r i l l i n g p r ogram- At t h i s t i m e , t h e company was 
a d v i s e d t h a t w r i t t e n p e r m i s s i o n w o u l d be r e q u i r e d from t h e 
Okanagan Band t o u s e t h a t p o r t i o n o f t h e r o a d c r o s s i n g t h e 
Reserve„ 

A l e t t e r s e e k i n g s u c h p e r m i s s i o n , f o r w a r d e d i n e a r 1 y 
November , was n o t r e s p o n d e d t o and a s L t b s e q u e n t t e l e p h o n e 
c a l l b e t w e e n Dr. L l o y d C l a r k and Mr,. J a c k B a s s , manager o f 
t h e Okanagan Bandy e l i c i t e d t h e i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t a c c e s s w o u l d 

Re s Mof f a t C r e e k Pr o p e r t y 
Ver non M i n i ng D i v i s i on 



be d e n i e d . 

Add i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n , c o n c e r n i n g t h e 
p r o p o s e d dr i l 1 i n g p r o g r a m , was s e n t by 
o f f i c e i n mid-December pr i o r t o a Band 
December IS. 

A f u r t h e r t e l e p h o n e c a l l , i n i t i a t e d by Dr. C l a r k t o Mr, B a s s 
J a n u a r y 16, 1996, r e s u I t e d i n Dr „ C3. a r k b e i ng a d v i s e d t h a t t h e 
Band C o u n c i l was p r e p a r e d t o c o n v e n e a s p e c i a l m e e t i n g d u r i n g 
w h i c h C o r o n a t i o n M i n e s wouId be a s k e d t o p r e s e n t v e r b a 1 and 
wr i 11 en r e p o r t s on t h e n a t u r e o f t h e wIDr k program;, t h e 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l i m p a c t s o f s u c h a p r o g r a m and an a r c h e o I o g i c a 1 
a s s e s s m e n t o f t h e p r o g r a m a r e a - Dr- C l a r k was a l s o a d v i s e d 
t h a t $ 1, i 0 0 w o u 1 d h a v e t o b e f o r w a r d e d t o t h e Band p r i o r t o 
c o n v e n i n g t h i s Counc i 1 m e e t i n g -

Up on r e f I e c t i on , t h e d ec i s i o n o f C o r o n a t i o n M i n e s L t d = was t o 
a bandon p l a n s f o r t h e w i n t e r d r i l l i n g p r ogram- S u b s e q u e n t l y , 
t h e M e s a b i S y n d i c a t e was a d v i s e d o f C o r o n a t i o n M i n e s ' i n t e n t 
t o t e r m i n a t e t h e o p t i o n a g r e e m e n t on t h e M o f f a t C r e e k 
p r o p e r t y -

The p r o b l e m o f a c c e s s t o t h i s v a 1 i d m i n e r a 1 pr o p e r t y , 
n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g t h e f a c t t h a t M i n i s t r y o f H i g h w a y s r e g a r d s 
t h e f o r e s t a c c e s s r o a d as b e i n g open t o t h e p u b l i c , i s now 
t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f t h e M e s a b i S y n d i c a t e . 

U n l e s s t h e s e d i f f i c u l t i e s a r e r e s o l v e d , , t h e S y n d i c a t e i s i n 
t h e p o s i t i o n o f b e i n g u n a b l e t o i n t e r e s t o t h e r p a r t i e s 
i n t h e m e r i t s o f t h e p r o p e r t y and i.s u n a b l e t o c a r r y o u t 
n e c e s s a r y a s s e s s m e n t work on t h e m i n e r a 1 c1 a i m s c o m p r i s i n g 
t h e p r o p e r t y . 

The p u r p o s e o f t h i s l e t t e r i s t o s o 1 i c i t y o u r s u p p o r t i n 
r e s o l v i n g t h i s i s s u e . I t i s t h e o p i n i o n o f t h e S y n d i c a t e t h a t 
some r e d r e s s may a v a i l a b l e by way o f t h e M i n i n g R i g h t o f - U a y 
A c t and S e c t i o n 16 o f t h e M i n e r a l T e n u r e A c t , F a i l i n g t h i s , 
we must s e e k ev,empt i on f r om a s s e s s m e n t wor k r e q u i r e n i e n t s „ 

F u r t h e r , t h e S y n d i c a t e i s e x p l o r i n g o t h e r l e g a l a v e n u e s t o 
a d d r e s s what may p r o p e r 1 y be c o n s i d e r e d as a 1 o s s o f 
o p p o r t u n i ty„ 

We a r e p r e p a r e d t o p p r o v i d e any add i t i o n a l , i n f o r m a t i o n 
y o u may r e q u i r e - Your s u g g e s t i o n s and comments wi11 be most 
weIc ome-

c o m p a n y a n d t h e 
Dr - C1 a r k t o t h e P.an d 
C o u n c i l meet i n g 


