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February 18, 1965 

Head Office, 
Toronto, Canada* 

Attention? Mr. D. J. Worth, 
- Natural Resources Development Department-

Dear )**. Worth, 

Our study on diatomaceous earth in 
British Columbia has been limited to the problems of 
rendering i t suit-able for marketing. At th i s stage, 
we feel that our work i s not sufficiently advanced to 
reach a decision on the technical and economical factors 
in marketing th i s material. However, i f more information 
does become available to us I wi l l try to keep you 
informed. 

Tours very truly , 

BRITISH COLUMBIA RESEARCH COUNCIL 

F. S. Murray, 
Head, Division of Chemistry 
and Chemical Engineering 

FSM/pt 



32192S 
QS K 

"- r r 

BRITISH COLUMBIA RESEARCH 
U N I V E R S I T Y O F B R I T I S H C O L U M B I A 

COUNCIL 
V A N C O U V E R 8 . I 9> 

February IB, 1965 

Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce, 
Head Office, 
Toronto, Canada. 

Attention\ Mr. D« J- Worth, 
"" Natural Resources Development Department* 

Dear 1*** Worth, 

Our study on diatomaceous earth in 
British Columbia hae been limited to the problems of 
rendering i t suitable lor marketing. At th i s stage, 
we feel that our work i s not sufficiently advanced to 
reach a decision on the technical and economical factors 
in marketing th i s material. However, i f more information 
does become available to us I wi l l try to keep you 
informed* 

tours very truly , 

BRITISH OOLUMBIA RESEARCH COUNCIL 

F. S. Murray, 
Head, Division of Chemistry 
and Chemical Engineering 

FEfy'pt 
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DEPARTMENT 
OF 

MINES AND TECHNICAL SURVEYS 

3RANCH OTTAWA 

Mineral Processing 
Division 40 JLydia Street, 

Ottawa 1, Ontario, 
8 February, 1965. 

Mr. D .J . Worth, 
Natural Resources Development Department, 
Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce, 
5i King Street West, 
Tovonto, Ontario 

Dear Mr. Worth: 

Mr, C M . Bartley of this Division has asked me to 
reply to your telephone enquiry to him concerning diatom its in 
coating ferti l iser pr i l l s . ^J* 

Diatomlte is one of several materials used to coat pri l ls . ■*»*' C 
Although a small amount of diatomlte is mined in British Columbia, ' *•' 
all the diatomlte used for this purpose in Canada is imported. In 
1962, Canada consumed 5,961 tons of diatomlte for coating pr i l l s . 
This is down from the 8,263 tons used in 1959. 

#>• r > 
W 

tr^'j 'y 
I trust that this Information will be of assistance to you. ^ ^ 

Tours truly, 

J* S. R o s s , 
Non-Metallic Minerals Section 

JSR:lh 



FEB 1 0 1985 

ANNUAL REPORT 
MINISTER OF MINES AND PETROLEUM RESOURCES 
PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 
1963 

Excerpt from Page 141 

DIATOMITE 
Fairey & Company Limited 
Quesnel (53° 122° S.E.). Company office and plant, 66l 
Taylor Street, Vancouver 3« L. T. Fairey, president. 
Fifteen carloads (222 tons) of diatomite was quarried on 
Lot 6182, on the east bank of the Fpaser River about 6 
miles north of Quesnel. This is the largest production 
for some years and is nearly four times the 1962 production. 
The material was excavated by a local contractor. It is 
used to make insulating brick and as a concrete admixture. 
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CABLE ADDRESS: 
"CANBANK" 

CANADIAN IMPERIAL 
BANK OF COMMERCE 

HEAD OFFICE 

TORONTO, CANADA 

February 8, 19&5-

Dr. Paul M. Kavanagh, 
Chief Geologist - Exploration, 
Kerr Addison Mines Limited, 
Suite 1600, 44- King St. W., 
Toronto 1, Ontario. 
Dear Dr. Kavanagh: 

Apropos to our telephone conversation this 
afternoon, we are sending you the attached notes 
on a diatomaceous earth deposit near Quesnel, B.C. 
If your initial reaction to such a situation should 
change, we would be pleased to assist you in a follow

er up by way of an introduction to Mr. Brook. 
Yours very truly, 

<>&V* fr 

fifr> <nX4* 
D. J . Worth, P . S n g . 
Natural Resources Development 
Department. 

W.S.R. 
K.G.G. 

E.F. 
R.D.S. 
B.C.B. J 
P.M.K. / 
G.W.M. 
HAP. 
C.K.W. 
J.B.S. 
G.P.R. 
K.F.L 
J.I.B. 
E.CJ. 

i 
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January 27, 1965 
Re: Thomas L. Brook 

#304 - 315 Eighth Avenue S.W. 
Calgary, Alberta 

and 
Asamara Oil Corporation Ltd, 

Diatomaceous Earth Reserve near Quesnel, B.C. 

A considerable amount of work has been done in the past both by 
Government people and private people and it would appear that at least 
three million tons of this material, of excellent grade, are available 
for commercial mining. 

This lease became available when an engineer by the name of Murray 
from Vancouver, who was most enthusiastic about it, began to spend his 
own money to put a plant or a mill on the property which was to be 
designed to turn approximately three tons an hour of this diatomaceous 
earth. When he got about half way through it he suffered a heart attack 
and died, and it was because of this unfortunate event that Brook was 
able to come into the picture with Swede Hanson and Bus Lacey of Calgary 
- all of whom we know. 

. , A report was written on this property by a Government engineer by 
I .\i dJpOM / m > 7 ^ n c name of Eardley-Wilmott and his data and so forth has been substantiated 

D A 44 f~ ijd/A'fa' core drilling and examination in various ways. The problem of mining 
P'G I/JUJIM^' > ff *-s r*ther simple because the earth is close to the surface and is only 
'•̂  / ^^/M^covered by an average of five or six feet of overburden and would lend 
jipMKi ^^ itself to stripping and eheap mining. In addition to this the P.G.E. 
\\] r,cf(1 ' railroad runs close to the property but on the opposite side of the 
fr^f ' Fraser River and natural gas and electric power are available at the 

proposed mill site. 
From a recent survey which Bus Lacey has, it would appear that 

with the present price for this material and the estimated cost, 
there should be a profit of approximately $10 per ton in this material 
on the basis of a 3-ton an hour plant. Naturally the costs go down with 
a larger plant and 10 tons per hour seems to be the logical size for a 
deposit such as this. Incidentally, Brook believes considerably more 
leases could be acquired in the general area. 

Evidently quite a bit of interest is now developing regarding 
diatomaceous earth and, as a result, the B. C. Research Council has 
made a study of this material and has come up with the conclusion that 
by using the so-called Mwet" process this material is satisfactory for 
use in a great variety of industries. The one that caught Brook's 
eye as the logical one is the pulp and paper industry in British Columbia 
which has a market for approximately 50,000 tons per year. Another 
interesting fact is that Great LakesCarbon Company has just contracted 
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to build a substantial (10 ton per hour) plant at Kobe in Japan 
and this plant is anticipated to produce 80,000 tons of diatomaceous 
earth per year. We understand at the present time this rock is to 
be supplied to Japan from a property Great Lakes Carbon Company 
owns in California. Brook feels if this is the case something 
could probably be worked out with the Japanese to build their own plant 
with their own machines and Brook could supply them at a very good 
price. 

There are many uses for diatomaceous earth such as the dusting 
of commercial chemical fertilisers (Medicine Hat uses about three 
tons per day) and other uses are for absorbents, filters in beer 
making,filters of all kinds, dusting of forests for fire prevention, 
treating of shingles for fire prevention, and many, many other allied 
uses not the least of which is a product called "Kitty Litter", and 
so forth. 

Brook thinks that he would be looking at a capital outlay of 
approximately $1,500,000 to put the property into production, 
together with bagging machines and so forth to sell and distribute 
it himself, but in the event he could get a market to ship material 
to a plant overseas, of course his cost would be considerably less. 

»*J 



HONEY PRINTING SERVICE, TORONTO 
STOCK FORM No . 3001 

INTER-DFFICE CORRESPONDENCE 

FROM ^,..E,.0.#...CMsfeoln. 

TO ^•...^•..^crae 

DATE 29 January 1959 

SUBJECT. 

■V.3J 

i E.O.C. 

N 

—« 

MESSAGE 
(TO B E COMPLETED IN TRIPLICATE) 

Dear Rodt 

Further to my l e t t e r of 27 January regarding the diatomaceous earth in Ques-
nel Area, i t i s noted on ffcge 11 of the Dominion Bureau of Stat is t ics report 
for 1955, on the miscellaneous non-metal Mining Industry, that there is a 
very small Canadian market for xhe material and the deposits in the Quesnel 
area are quite extensive. A new deposit in this area, therefore, would not 
appear to be a t t rac t ive . 

0, 1 
G. • _ • 
E. 
j 

_ . . \ . ■ 

- ..... i . . U ! 

EX-da E.O. Chisholm 
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HONEY PRINTING SERVICE, TORONTO « ' ■ ' 
STOCK FORM NO. 300I 

INTER-DFFICE CDRRESPDNDENCE 

FROM **• E«°» Chishola DATE 27 January 1959 

Mr» Rod Macrae 
TO ™.*..*™.....„.™.?T SUBJECT 
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HONEY PRINTING SERVICE, TORONTO « ' ■ ' 
STOCK FORM NO. 300I 

INTER-DFFICE CDRRESPDNDENCE 

FROM **• E«°» Chishola DATE 27 January 1959 

Mr» Rod Macrae 
TO ™.*..*™.....„.™.?T SUBJECT 

;Ai |Nj> 
W.S.R.JV] 

MESSAGE 
(TO B E COMPLETED IN TRIPLICATE) 

Dear Rods 

The reference to the molybdenum deposit mentioned in ray last letter is foun 
on page 7 of "FIELD WORK, 1958", published by C.S# Lordt Chief Geologist, 
G.S.C. 

Enclosed i s copy of this Item, and the asbestos occurrence. You will also 
note on page $ mention i s made of a diatomite deposit in the Fraser Valley 
between Quesnel and Macalister and several previously unrecorded occurrencei 
of diatomite noted near Buck Kidge, one at least 25 feet thick. This might 
be worth investigation, i f not already staked. 

BOO-da E.O. Chisholm 
End. 

XT 
b.« • : 
G! ; . 
E.LD. |~~ 
i.i.K.; 
E.C.J. i 

MESSAGE 
(TO B E COMPLETED IN TRIPLICATE) 

Dear Rods 

The reference to the molybdenum deposit mentioned in ray last letter is foun 
on page 7 of "FIELD WORK, 1958", published by C.S# Lordt Chief Geologist, 
G.S.C. 

Enclosed i s copy of this Item, and the asbestos occurrence. You will also 
note on page $ mention i s made of a diatomite deposit in the Fraser Valley 
between Quesnel and Macalister and several previously unrecorded occurrencei 
of diatomite noted near Buck Kidge, one at least 25 feet thick. This might 
be worth investigation, i f not already staked. 

BOO-da E.O. Chisholm 
End. 
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