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Introduction 

The Wren group c o n s i s t s two m o d i f i e d g r i d c l a i m s 
and 3 two p o s t c l a i m s and i s w e l l l o c a t e d i n t h e R u t h e r f o r d 
C reek d r a i n a g e j u s t s o u t h w e s t o f Pemberton. The p r o p e r t y i s 
h e l d by Castle Minerals (682-5637) o f Vancouver who d r i l l e d 
5 h o l e s t o t a l i n g 230 meters as f o l l o w up t o a v e r y 
s u c c e s s f u l s o i l program. The s o i l s p r o v i d e d numerous 
e l e v a t e d g o l d v a l u e s o v e r an a r e a o f 1 km s q u a r e . No 
g e o l o g i c a l mapping o r t r e n c h i n g was done b e f o r e d r i l l i n g and 
t h e geochem ( a s s a y e d f o r Au and Ag o n l y ) combined w i t h a 
l i m i t e d VLF s u r v e y p r o v i d e d d r i l l t a r g e t s . S p e c t a c u l a r 
c o a r s e v o l c a n i c b r e c c i a s can be seen on t h e p r o p e r t y as w e l l 
as a w i d e zone o f a l t e r e d p y r i t i c i n t e r m e d i a t e c r y s t a l 
t u f f s . 

The c u r r e n t t a r g e t on t h e Wren group i s s h e a r 
h o s t e d g o l d p r esumably o f t h e N o r t h a i r t y p e l o c a t e d 18 km t o 
t h e SW. N o r t h a i r p r o d u c e d 500Tt o f .46 o p t Au and 7% 
combined Pb-Zn. The p r e s e n c e o f c o a r s e f r a g m e n t a l s , 
a r g i l l i t e s and c h e r t s s u g g e s t t h a t p o t e n t i a l f o r 
v o l c a n o g e n i c m a s s i v e s u l p h i d e s i s good however no VMS 
d e p o s i t s have been d i s c o v e r e d t o d a t e i n t h e pendant. 

A b r i e f e x a m i n a t i o n o f t h e 5 C a s t l e M i n e r a l s d r i l l 
c o r e r e v e a l e d t h r e e h o l e s were c o r e d i n g r a n i t e . A number 
o f v e r y narrow q u a r t z v e i n s ( l e s s t h a n 10 cm.) were 
i n t e r s e c t e d and found t o be anomalous i n g o l d . The g r a n i t e 
i s r e m a r k a b l y f r e s h and no e v i d e n c e o f m a j o r s h e a r i n g was 
o b s e r v e d . 

Location. Access and Physiography 

The c l a i m s a r e r e a c h e d by t r a v e l l i n g 12 km west o f 
Hwy 99 on t h e R u t h e r f o r d Creek main h a u l a g e r o a d . The r o a d 
l e a v e s t h e pavement 20 km n o r t h o f W h i s t l e r and 7 km s o u t h 
o f Pemberton. The Wren c l a i m , t h e c u r r e n t work a r e a , has 
r e c e n t l y been l o g g e d and a l t h o u g h i t i s on a s t e e p n o r t h 
f a c i n g s l o p e l o g g i n g s w i t c h - b a c k r o a d s a r e f r e q u e n t . Above 
e x i s t i n g l o g g i n g r o a d s t h e s l o p e e a s e s and r o a d b u i l d i n g i n 
t h e a r e a around DDH#5 would n o t p r e s e n t a p r o b l e m . Work i n 
t h e c o a r s e f r a g m e n t a l r o c k s would, however, be h i n d e r e d by 
i m p o s i n g b l u f f s . 
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Geology and Mi n e r a l i z a t i o n 

The Wren i s u n d e r l a i n by by v o l c a n i c and 
s e d i m e n t a r y pendant r o c k s p o s s i b l y c o r r e l a t i v e w i t h t h e 
Gambier group (Woodsworth 1977). These r o c k s have been 
i n t r u d e d by C o a s t p l u t o n i c complex i g n e o u s r o c k s . The 
pendant i s s e p a r a t e from t h e C a l l a g h a n pendant w h i c h h o s t s 
t h e N o r t h a i r d e p o s i t . The Wren package i s t h e n o r t h 
e x t e n s i o n o f r o c k s o u t c r o p p i n g i n W h i s t l e r v i l l a g e . A w e l l 
p r o n o unced l i n e a m e n t t r e n d s o n t o t h e p r o p e r t y from t h e NW 
and c a n be seen i n F i g u r e 2 as t h e NW e x t e n s i o n o f t h e 
R u t h e r f o r d Creek. 

The w e s t e r n s i d e o f t h e Wren c l a i m i s u n d e r l a i n by 
s p e c t a c u l a r v o l c a n i c b r e c c i a s w h i c h c o n t a i n b l o c k s i z e 
i n t e r m e d i a t e f r a g m e n t s s e t i n a m a f i c , p y r o x e n e p o r p h y r i t i c , 
m a t r i x . T h i s u n i t forms i m p o s i n g b l u f f s and c o n t a i n s 
s u l p h i d e b l e e d s i n i n c r e a s i n g amounts t o w a r d i t s e a s t e r n 
m a r g i n . The b r e c c i a s a r e r e l a t i v e l y f r e s h and a r e f o r t h e 
most p a r t w e a k l y deformed. An e x t e n s i v e a r e a u n d e r l a i n by 
an a l t e r e d p y r i t i c i n t e r m e d i a t e u n i t o c c u r s t o t h e e a s t o f 
t h e b r e c c i a s . T h i s u n i t has been s t r o n g l y deformed showing 
a p e n e t r a t i v e c l e a v a g e i n d i c a t i v e o f a zone o f h i g h s t r a i n . 
A showing o f a h i g h l y p y r i t i c r o c k o c c u r s n e a r t h e c o n t a c t 
w i t h t h e b r e c c i a s (4635). U n f o r t u n a t e l y no t r e n c h i n g has 
been done on t h i s zone and a l a c k o f b e d d i n g i n d i c a t o r s make 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s d i f f i c u l t . T h i s showing was pre s u m a b l y t h e 
d r i l l t a r g e t f o r DDH#5 b u t u n f o r t u n a t e l y t h e h o l e was 
abandoned s h o r t o f t a r g e t due t o t e c h n i c a l p r o b l e m s . 

A q u a r t z p o r p h y r i t i c - m u s c o v i t e - o r t h o c l a s e ( ? ) 
g r a n i t e i n t r u s i v e o u t c r o p s i n t h e e a s t e r n p o r t i o n o f t h e 
Wren and d r i l l c o r e show i t t o be u n a l t e r e d and undeformed. 
T h i s u n i t i s o f unknown age and u n d e r l i e s a c o n s i d e r a b l e 
p o r t i o n o f t h e c l a i m b l o c k . The g r a n i t e h o s t s a number o f 
v e r y narrow q u a r t z v e i n s were i n t e r s e c t e d i n d r i l l c o r e and 
were anomalous i n g o l d . 

The r o c k / s o i l o u t c r o p s a l o n g t h e l o w e r r o a d n e a r 
DDH#1 c o n s i s t o f a w e l l d e v e l o p e d f e r r a c r e t e t h a t does n o t 
e x i s t h i g h e r on t h e h i l l s i d e . 
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Conclusions 

1. Good g o l d numbers i n s o i l s 
2. P r e v i o u s work i n a d e q u a t e , D r i l l h o l e s were 

c o l l a r e d d i r e c t l y o v e r c r e e k s and draws l i k e l y t o c o n t a i n 
s h e a r s . DDH#5 was t o o s h o r t t o s u f f i c i e n t l y t e s t t h e p y r i t e 
s h owing. 

3. No g e o l o g i c a l map has been made 
3. Easy a c c e s s l e n d s , i t s e l f t o t r e n c h i n g and 

d r i l l s e t - u p s 
4. T a r g e t s : VMS, Shear h o s t e d Au., p o r p h y r y s t y l e . 

A t p r e s e n t no s o u r c e i s known f o r t h e w i d e s p r e a d 
g o l d g e o c h e m i c a l a n o m a l i e s . The e r r a t i c n a t u r e and 
d i s t r i b u t i o n o f t h e a n o m a l i e s i s d i f f i c u l t t o e x p l a i n b u t a 
s i n g l e s o u r c e i s u n l i k e l y . I f t h e narrow q u a r t z v e i n s i n 
t h e g r a n i t e a r e t h e s o u r c e f o r t h e a n o m a l i e s i t i s d i f f i c u l t 
t o s ee how m i n e a b l e w i d t h s and tonnage c o u l d be o b t a i n e d . 

Recommendations 

1. r e v i e w e x i s t i n g d a t a . 
2. i n v e s t i g a t e work by p r e v i o u s owners t h r o u g h 

assessment r e p o r t s . 
3. d u p l i c a t e some o f t h e s o i l samples t o v e r i f y 

C a s t l e r e s u l t s . 
4. watc h pendant f o r f u t u r e d e v e l o p m e n t s . 


