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PHOPOS1i::J) EXAJ:·iINATIOU OJ? A

:POSSIBLE NAJOR PLACIIH CREI~K IN THE

A'l'LI:N DISTRICT t ~B. C.

Be,sed on information provided by J'ohn Olson,
Box 908, w~itehoreet Y.T.

A.E. Aho, Ph.D.
Consulting Geological Engr.

D]~SCHIP'l'ION

December, 1961.

Jo)}n 01eon has been known for yea.rs as a quiet,
reliable p1a,cer miner in earlier years and, in recent yea,re, ae
a wood cutter in the Atlin placer mining ca.mp of Northern
British Columbia.

\Ili thout disclosing location, John dewcribes a creek
in the district that ha.s received no attention for many yea.re
and had been a,bstndoned in the early days after discovery of s,
amall very rich bench or bedrock rim beyond which excessive
depth prevented a..ny further testing or working by hand.

rrhe creek is described a.s being fairly ea.sily
accessible, conta.ining about 10 miles of possible workable
length with a good hydraulic gradient of 5 to 6 percent; and has
a good source B,nd head for water for hydraulicking, not too
great a width, and an unknown depth of gravel, possibly as rauch
as 200 feet.. A sma.11 patch of bedrock rim sluiced in the early
days reportedly produced abou t $5.50 per car or ~lbout $15 per
yard in coarse gold typical of the a rea, bu t bedrock dropped off
much deeper above and below this discovery 60 tha.t no further
work could be done by ha,nd. The creek was never drilled and the
locality 16 said to be virtually forgotten.

:E'rom my knowledge of the district, there are several
creeks which have favourable characteristics for buried pla,cer,
that do drain the general gold-bearing area., a,nd a.re known in
places to contain some placer. l?e'W of these creeks have been
drilled so 1 t is possible that e, creek a,s good 85 Spruce Creek,
whrich conta,ined rich buried pla,cer, could exist still untested
in the district.



- ~~ -

]'or this reason any reports such a,s Olson's should not be
taken lightly but should be oarefully inveatiga,ted in the field.
Oleon, however, is rightfully cautious about revealing deta,!ls
of the creek before a sound a,greement 1s dra.fted and a connni tmen t
is made to at lee,at stake a.nd. test the creek, sinoe he believes:
that other people may have similar ideas. Olson would not want
B.ny cash but mentioned something like 107; of the production.

PHO?OSAL

It is proposed that B·n a.greement be drafted with
Olson to stake the creek first, say in :Me,rch, to examine it
closely when snow and ice are gone, B.nd if it a,grees well enough
wi th described condi tions and he,s B.n indication of placer
poten.tia,l, then drill it.

I~stim.ated coats of ata.king t3nd examination are as
follows:

Cost of staking •••••••• ~. $2000
Cost of examination, say.. 3000

Total .~. · $5000

If, at this sta.ge, the opinion of B.n exa,mining pIa,cer
engineer is that the property does not wa,rra.nt drilling, the
agreement could be terminated B.nd existing leases tra.nsferred
to Olson.

If the property does w8.rra.nt drilling, at lea.at two
or three sections of 5 holes to 200 foot depth a.t, say $20 per
foot overall, would cost about 3000'x $20 It $60,000 minillP..1m.

It is proposed that this possibili ty be investiga.ted
in the field.

Hespectfully SUbmitted,

Dr. A.]~. Aho.

4219 Lions Avenue,
North Va.ncouver, B.C.
YUkon 7-2962.


	810848001
	810848002

