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Ihlfi groupTof olaitw covers the former producing zinc 

mine operated successfully for many years by Sheep Creek Gold Mines 

and the extensions thereof. 

The recent strengthening i n the world prices of lead and 

zinc, coupled with the continuing advances in underground trackless 

mining equipment, encourage the poss i b i l i t i e s of re-initiating profit

able production at Zincton. 

Several attractive exploration targets have recently 

been outlined at Zincton. These are directed toward the discovery 

of further large limestone sulphide replacement-type orebodies containing 

from 6% to zinc and, i n some areas, appreciable quantities of lead 

and silver. 

Our recommendations involve an expenditure of 

for the f i r s t stage of exploration,, Should successful results be obtained, 

from $150,000 to §200,000 should be provided to continue the work. 

Yours very truly, 
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Previous diamond d r i l l holes and additional holes, com

pleted by Swim Lake Mines during 1971 and 1972, outlined a raa N*r zone 

above the No* 1 level, extending upwards along the limestone. This 

zone, in excess of 300' long and apparently 25* to 30' in cross-section, 

has an indicated grade of 5 ounces of silver per ton, 3% to 4% lead and 

7% zinc. Previous raining experience would indicate that these inter

sections could develop with a mineable block of ore, some 18,000 to 

20,000 tons in size. 
• - . 



At the time the mine was closed in mid 1953, as con

servatively estimated on the basis of past experience by the Sheep Creek 

management, between 40,000 and 50,000 tons averaging about 6% zinc 

and 0.3% lead s t i l l remained in or adjacent to the mine workings. 

Sixteen different places are involved, any one or a l l of which provide 

chances for expansion. A sudden drop i n metal prices in 1953 precluded 

further mining at a profit at that time. 

In summary, the Lucky Jim mine and the adjoining ground 

offers several attractive exploration pos s i b i l i t i e s concerning finding 

a-fr-mueh: mineralization again as has already been rained, by the application 

of careful and systematic methods. 



Exploration should be conducted i n stages, each one 

contingent on and subject to change, depending on the results of the 

f i r s t stage, 

STAGE 1 

Area #1 - 9 Level Downward Extensions 

Underground diamond d r i l l i n g should be completed from 

the present 9 level workings, which are accessible and in good repair. 

This would be between sections C+OOW and 08+00W, 

The estimated cost i s as follows: 

2840" of EX diamond d r i l l i n g (holes ranging from 

100" to 480') @ $4.50/ft. direct cost $I2,JB» 

Rehabilitate level - i n s t a l l pipelines, etc. 1,000 

Surveying & engineering - 2 mos. @ $1500/mo. 3,000 
Support costs - living expenses, move-in & out, &<ru 
overhead, etc. v 3.000 $19, 
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Area #3 - Geological surface mapping followed by short hole 
' X 

surface diamond d r i l l i n g i s recommended. / 

The estimated cost i s as follows: 

Geological mapping & plotting $800 . 

Geochemical assays & supplies 200 
3 holes - 1000' of EX surface diamond d r i l l i n g 
@ $8.00/ft. 

>port costs, as above 

8,000 

1.500 $10,500 
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Estimated cost 



SUMMARY ESTIMATED cogTfi 

Area #1 

Area #2 

Area #3 

Area #4 

Total 

Plus contingencies @ 10% 
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MINING C/C?) ^**as 

Mining at Z i n c t o n was e n t i r e l y by open s t o p i n g . The 

limestone was very competent and r e q u i r e d no ground support. Mining 

was c a r r i e d out w i t h d r i f t e r s mounted on t r i p o d s and the broken ore 

was t r a n s f e r r e d to l o a d i n g chutes by s c r a p e r s . 

The l a r g e stopes- and the good ground gave Zincton Mines 

L t d , low c o s t s . The t a b l e below shows the mine, m i l l and o v e r a l l c o s t 

performance f o r the l a s t three years of Z i n c t o n o p e r a t i o n . 

Labour c o s t s have t r i p l e d s i n c e the o p e r a t i o n c l o s e d 

i n 1953; however, under s i m i l a r mining circumstances, t r a c k l e s s mining 
largely 

w i t h i t s low manpower requirements should/offset the i n c r e a s e i n wages. 

Tons T o t a l 
Year Tons H i l l e d Mine Cost M i l l Cost R-ate D a i l y r i a n t Exp. 

1950 93,151 $2,980 $1,495 258 $5,020 
1951 85,644 - 4.008 1.820 234 6.542 
1952 109,918 2.639 1.469 300 4.637 
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