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The type o f p l a c e r o c c u r r e n c e i s a b u r i e d channel o f undoubted 
p r e - g l a c i a l age, c u t d i a g o n a l l y by the F r a s e r R i v e r and exposed on i t s 
n o r t h bank, a t the l o w e r end o f t h e Cottonwood Canyon, about 600 y a r d s 
below a s o u t h - w e s t e r l y - f l o w i n g t r i b u t a r y l o c a l l y named K i l l a m Creek. 
The exposure i s o f p a r t i c u l a r i n f o r m a t i v e v a l u e as the b e d - r o c k , 25 
f e e t above t h e F r a s e r R i v e r , both r i m s , and a t h i c k n e s s o f 80 f e e t o f 
c h a n n e l - f i l l i n g a r e c l e a r l y r e v e a l e d . At 105 f e e t above t h e r i v e r t h e 
d i s t a n c e between rims i s a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1,140 f e e t . The a p p a r e n t 
c o n t i n u a t i o n o f t h i s c h a n n e l , down-stream, i s exposed a t the Canyon 
Resources p r o p e r t y on t h e o p p o s i t e bank o f t h e F r a s e r R i v e r about 
1,240 f e e t i n a down-stream d i r e c t i o n , a l t h o u g h t h e bed-rock o f t h i s 
channel i s not here exposed. 
Va l u e s a r e c o n f i n e d almost e n t i r e l y t o a t h i c k n e s s o f 6 f e e t o f g r a v e l 
i m m e d i a t e l y o v e r l y i n g b e d - r o c k , and t o c r a c k s and c r e v i c e s i n the l a t t e r . 
The g o l d i s s t a t e d t o be f a i r l y c o a r s e w i t h o c c a s i o n a l nuggets. Recovery 
i n v o l v e s d r i f t - m i n i n g methods, save t h a t t h e bed-rock g r a v e l i s cemented, 
and no t i m b e r i s r e q u i r e d . 
The e a r l i e s t r e c o r d o f work on t h i s p r o p e r t y d a t e s from about 1900 when 
a s m a l l amount o f d r i f t i n g and t e s t i n g was c a r r i e d out by the l a t e 
S e n a t o r R e i d . I n 1907, a man named W i l l i a m , a p r a c t i c a l p l a c e r - m i n e r , 
a c q u i r e d t h e p r o p e r t y , which then became known as t h e " K i l l a m G r a v e l 
Mine," and he and h i s p a r t n e r c a r r i e d on s m a l l - s c a l e d r i f t i n g o p e r a t i o n s 
f o r about 10 y e a r s . They d r i f t e d about 650 f e e t up-stream i n the 
exposed cemented g r a v e l i m m e d i a t e l y o v e r l y i n g bed-rock. M i n i n g was 
done i n t h e w i n t e r and t h e cemented g r a v e l s t a c k e d a t t h e p o r t a l o f t h e 
d r i f t , t h e r e b y e x p o s i n g i t t o the d i s i n t e g r a t i n g a c t i o n o f g e n e r a l 
w e a t h e r i n g and f r o s t , so t h a t i s c o u l d be washed t h e f o l l o w i n g s p r i n g . 
I t i s r e p o r t e d t h a t g o l d r e c o v e r e d by t h e s e o p e r a t i o n s , amounted t o 
about 1,000 o z s . 
Much o f t h e g o l d r e c o v e r e d was c o a r s e , i t i s s t a t e d , some nuggets  
hav i n g a d h e r i n g p a r t i c l e s o f q u a r t z . O v e r l y i n g t h i s g r a v e l - s t r a t u m 
i s a t h i c k n e s s o f 7 f e e t o f f i n e g r a v e l , i m m e d i a t e l y o v e r l a i n by a 
seam o f l i g n i t e a few i n c h e s w i d e , on which r e s t s 12 f e e t o f m a i n l y 
c l a y . O v e r l y i n g the l a t t e r i s a n o t h e r s m a l l l i g n i t e seam, and above 
t h i s 6 f e e t o f f i n e g r a v e l . R e s t i n g on t h i s i s a n o t h e r seam o f l i g n i t e 
about 1 f o o t t h i c k , which has been l a r g e l y r e p l a c e d by a r a g o n i t e , and 
which c o n t a i n s numerous f i n e specimens o f a u t h i g e n e t i c p y r i t e . T h i s 
s t r a t u m marks t h e end o f the r e v e a l e d T e r t i a r y h i s t o r y as i t i s d i r e c t l y 
o v e r l a i n by 35 f e e t o f p o s t - g l a c i a l g r a v e l w h i c h extends t o the s u r f a c e , 
near which t h e g r a v e l i s c o a r s e s t . 
The Canyon Resources p r o p e r t y i s on the r i g h t bank o f the F r a s e r R i v e r , 
and i m m e d i a t e l y down-stream from t h e b o a t - l a n d i n g a t the end o f the 
road t o the T e r t i a r y Mine, and a c c e s s t o i t i s g a i n e d by the l a t t e r 
r o ad. The p r o p e r t y l i e s i d l e a t p r e s e n t , and no i n f o r m a t i o n i s 
a v a i l a b l e as t o i t s e a r l y h i s t o r y . I n 1932 S.R. C r a f t and A s s o c i a t e s 
c a r r i e d out some p r o s p e c t i n g , but s u b s e q u e n t l y d i s c o n t i n u e d o p e r a t i o n s . 
T h i s p r o p e r t y l i e s a p p r o x i m a t e l y 15 m i l e s up-stream from Q u e s n e l . 
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The o n l y known exposure a t t h e p r o p e r t y c o n s i s t s o f a l a r g e b u r i e d 
c h a n n e l , t h e e x a c t p r o p o r t i o n s o f which a r e somewhat o b s c u r e d by 
v e g e t a t i o n , but both r i m - r o c k s o u t c r o p . T h i s channel has been c u t 
d i a g o n a l l y by t h e F r a s e r R i v e r l i k e t o T e r t i a r y Mine channel on t h e 
o p p o s i t e bank, and t h e r e i s e v e r y i n d i c a t i o n t h a t i t i s t h e down­
stream c o n t i n u a t i o n o f the l a t t e r . The bed-rock i s , however, below 
r i v e r - l e v e l , but j u s t how much cannot now be a s c e r t a i n e d , as under­
ground w o r k i n g s a r e f l o o d e d . I n t h e c e n t r a l p a r t o f the exposure 
8 f e e t above r i v e r - l e v e l , on J u l y 6 t h , an i n c l i n e had been run s o u t h 
10 degrees e a s t on a 15-degree s l o p e i n t i g h t l y - c o m p a c t e d g r a v e l . 
Water was w i t h i n 17 f e e t o f t h e mouth o f the w o r k i n g , b u t , i t i s 
s t a t e d t h e i n c l i n e i s 45 f e e t l o n g and, from t h e end o f i t a winze 
i s sunk a s h o r t d i s t a n c e , t o a p a y s t r e a k , but whether t h e l a t t e r i s 
on bed-rock i s not known. The f a c t t h a t bed-rock l i e s below r i v e r -
l e v e l , and, t h a t t h e grade o f bed-rock i s u n f a v o u r a b l e f o r d r i f t -
m i n i n g methods, has d o u b t l e s s d i s c o u r a g e d development o f t h i s p r o p e r t y . 
The i n c l i n e on t h i s p r o p e r t y l i e s s o uth 23 degrees e a s t o f t h e p o r t a l 
o f t h e main r i m - r o c k a d i t o f t h e T e r t i a r y Mine, and t h e c a l c u l a t e d 
h o r i z o n t a l d i s t a n c e between t h e s e two w o r k i n g s i s 1,240 f e e t , so t h a t 
as t h e average bed-rock grade o f the T e r t i a r y Mine channel i s 2.17 per 
c e n t , w i t h i n t h e d i s t a n c e mentioned down-stream i t might be e x p e c t e d 
t o be somewhat below the F r a s e r R i v e r . 


