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THE CAT CLAIM 

Aspen Grove Area 

INTRODUCTION 

The f o l l o w i n g report on the CAT Claim i s based on the 

w r i t e r ' s general knowledge of the area gained during the 

past 15 years when most mineral prospect i n the Princeton-

M e r r i t t b e l t were examined. A cursory examination of the 

gold occurrence on the a d j o i n i n g New Pyramid property was 

made on A p r i l 27, 1975. 
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SUMMARY 

Giant Ventures Development Co. Ltd, 1175 West 15 S t r e e t , 

North Vancouver has optioned the CAT Claim i n the Aspen 

Grove Area where New Pyramid Mines has i n d i c a t i o n s of a 

s i g n i f i c a n t gold discovery on the a d j o i n i n g AU Group. 

The p r o b a b i l i t y of a s i m i l a r g e o l o g i c a l s e t t i n g on the CAT 

Claim to that on the a d j o i n i n g New Pyramid property 

j u s t i f i e s a d e t a i l e d i n v e s t i g a t i o n of the Giant Ventures 

Development ground. 

The i n i t i a l phase of t h i s e x p l o r a t i o n can be accomplished 

by the expenditure of $12,000.00 f o r geochemical, g e o l o g i c a l 

and geophysical surveys. 
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PROPERTY 

The CAT Claim of ei g h t u n i t s or 200 hectares (494 acres or 

about the equivalent of 10 claims i f staked under the o l d 

mining act) was located on A p r i l 30 and recorded on May 5, 

1975 by M. Swetz. The tag number i s 08120. 

HISTORY 

The Aspen Grove area has been known as a copper camp since 

the e a r l y 1900's and has received sporadic a t t e n t i o n ever 

s i n c e . Placer gold has been reported from Siwash Creek, 

12 miles to the south east but the discovery of gold i n 

place on the a d j o i n i n g AU Group i s r e l a t i v e l y new and 

deserves d e t a i l e d i n v e s t i g a t i o n i n view of today's p r i c e 

of gold. 
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LOCATION & ACCESS 

The property i s located i n the N i c o l a Mining D i v i s i o n , 17 

miles southeast of M e r r i t t and 6 miles east northeast of 

Aspen Grove. 

Access i s by means of 12 miles of good g r a v e l road from the 

Kentucky Lake t u r n o f f on the paved highway between Princeton 

and M e r r i t t . A logging road crosses the property i n a north 

south d i r e c t i o n 
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GENERAL 

The property i s located i n the gently r o l l i n g upland of 

the I n t e r i o r Plateau. Open grazing land i s common i n t h i s 

area and the gia n t Douglas Lake Ranch adjoins to the North. 

The CAT Claims i t s e l f i s wooded and has been logged. 

E l e v a t i o n s range between 3500 and 3700 f e e t . This i s "dry 

b e l t " country and l i g h t snow can be expected on the ground 

between November 1 and May 15. 
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GEOLOGY 

Regional geology i s a v a i l a b l e i s G.S.C. p u b l i c a t i o n Memoir 

243. D e t a i l e d mapping has been c a r r i e d out i n the Aspen 

Grove area by the B.C. Department of Mines and t h i s i s 

a v a i l a b l e i n Preliminary Map No. 15 published i n 1974. 

The eastern l i m i t of t h i s coverage i s j u s t west of the CAT 

Claims. 

In general the area i s un d e r l a i n by N i c o l a V o l c a n i c s of 

Upper T r i a s s i c age intruded by J u r a s s i c d i o r i t e s . Although 

not mapped by the B.C. Department the CAT Claim i s w i t h i n 

the Eastern B e l t of v o l c a n i c s and i s probably u n d e r l a i n by 

un i t s of 6a "massive to crudely layered, mainly green lahar 

deposits" and u n i t 6b "grey to green, w e l l bedded v o l c a n i c 

sandstone and s i l t s t o n e . " 
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MINERAL OCCURRENCES 

I t i s quit e probable that the CAT Claims has received 

a t t e n t i o n by the copper prospectors but no mineral occurrences 

are known to the w r i t e r . 

3000 fe e t to the west on the New Pyramid property gold i s 

found associated with an east-west trending d i o r i t e dike. 

The dike i s i n t r u s i v e i n t o a r g i l l i t e s t r i k i n g NNW and dipping 

ste e p l y to the west. Although d i f f i c u l t to i d e n t i f y i n the 

hand specimen,gold assays i n the ounces have been reported. 
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CONCLUSIONS 

A s i g n i f i c a n t discovery of gold has been made on ground 

a d j o i n i n g the CAT Claims and since s i m i l a r host rock can 

be expected to u n d e r l i e the CAT Claims a d e t a i l e d i n v e s t 

i g a t i o n i s j u s t i f i e d . 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

In view of the gen e r a l l y overburdened nature of t h i s area 

geochemistry i s the most appropriate technique f o r gold 

prospecting. Large samples on a close spaced g r i d w i l l 

be r e q u i r e d c o n s i d e r i n g the dimensions of p o t e n t i a l t a r g e t s . 

Therefore a s o i l sampling program on a 50 meter (150 feet) 

g r i d backed by g e o l o g i c a l mapping and a magnetometer survey 

should i n d i c a t e the presence of any mi n e r a l i z e d zones which 

would re q u i r e f u r t h e r i n v e s t i g a t i o n by trenching or d r i l l i n g . 
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COST ESTIMATE 

Geochemical survey on flagged 50 meter g r i d would re q u i r e 

c o l l e c t i o n of 100 samples per u n i t or a t o t a l of 800 samples 

for the claims at a t o t a l cost of $10 per sample - $8,000.00 

Magnetometer survey 1,000.00 

Ge o l o g i c a l map 1,000.00 

Eval u a t i o n and r e p o r t 2,000.00 

T o t a l budget of Phase I $12,000.00 

Re s p e c t f u l l y Submitted, 

J.W. MacLeod, P. Eng. 

Vancouver, B.C. 

May 8, 19 7 5 
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