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Rancheria Mines 

P r o s p e c t s L o o k G o o d 
Plans are underway to bring 

the Rancheria Mining Com
pany property, 65 miles west 
of Watson Lake, into early pro
duction. 

Dri l l ing exploration has in
dicated sufficient ore to sustain 
three years of profitable oper
ation and further work is plan
ned to confirm an easterly ex
tension of the ore host for at 
least 1,200 feet beyond the al
ready explored limits of the 
underground workings. 

Work carried out prior to 
1968 has indicated the presence 
of an orebody of economic 
grade and sufficient tonnage to 
permit return of investment 
capital necessary for a 75-ton-

per-day treatment p l a n t in 
three years of operation. The 
total program completed by 
Rancheria prior to 1968 con
sisted of 300,000 line feet of 
geochemical, e l e c t r o ¬
magnetic, a n d magnetometer 
investigation; 31,000 cubic feet 
of trenching; 10,500 feet of 
diamond drill ing; and 835 feet 
of underground exploration. 

In the late fal l of 1968, be
fore being forced to suspend 
surface work due to adverse 
weather conditions, evidence 
was . established through per
cussion dril l ing to confirm an 
eastward continuation of the 
ore host for an additional 1,200 
feet. 

Rancheria ore occurs as a 
vein-type deposit in limestone 
which carries silver, lead and 
zinc mineralization with com
bined values of economic grade 
over mining widths. The un
derground w o r k previously 
completed consisted of 202 feet 
of adit crosscut and 630 feet 
of drifting. The drifting has 
been insufficient to delimit the 
ore in either direction. Surface 
work confirms the western ex
tension of this Vein ore zone 
for at least 250 feet and sug
gests a possible eastward ex
tension of 1,200 feet 

Numerous base metal ano
malies have been outlined. The 
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