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Subject: QUINSAM TOUR 

The GSB has been active at Quinsam recently on two fronts. 
1) Calcium i n Quinsam coal - Barry Ryan has recently completed a 
deposit-scale study to address t h i s . Calcium can be problem i n thermal 
generating stations because i t causes high r e s i s t i v i t y i n the ash, 
which a f f e c t s the effectiveness of the e l e c t r o s t a t i c p r e c i p i t a t o r s . 
This has been a marketing problem i n Japan for Quinsam i n the past, 
although to some extent t h i s may be a marketing ploy by the Japanese. 
Barry's study has produced data on how the calcium i s bound to the 
coal, which i n turn i s useful information to help eradicate the 
problem. Conclusion: excessive calcium exis t s as CaC03 p r e c i p i t a t e d on 
fractures i n coal, and can be e a s i l y removed once i t i s l i b e r a t e d . 
Quinsam also received MDA money I believe to look at options for 
c o n t r o l l i n g calcium through coal preparation. 
2) Methane i n Quinsam coal - Barry has looked at the coalbed methane 
content of Quinsam coal, as part of the cbm project. Because t h i s i s 
the only underground coal mine i n B.C. spec i a l attention needs to be 
paid to t h i s p o t e n t i a l problem. As i t turns out, methane build-up i s 
not a major danger, i n part because t h i s i s a shallow mine. 

Other than these, we are not aware of other serious issues. The 
property seems to have adequate reserves of good q u a l i t y coal. Sulphur 
content i s higher than at southeast or northeast B.C., but the product 
i s s t i l l i n the low-sulphur range. There are no major geological 
problems to mining; underground water i s not a problem. The roof needs 
to be bolted, but that i s very common. Acid rock drainage i s not a 
serious problem, i n part because t h i s i s an underground mine and so 
there are no waste p i l e s of interburden rock. Moreover, the coal 
contains enough CaC03 that r e j e c t coal i s not acid generating. 

Hope t h i s i s h e l p f u l ; please contact me i f you have other questions. 

Regards, 
D. 


