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REt PROPOSED WINDY CRAGGY MINE DEVELOPMENT — 

F u r t h e r t o y o u r r e c e n t r e q u e s t f o r i n f o r m a t i o n r e g a r d i n g t h e 
p r o p o s e d Windy Craggy p r o j e c t , I am p l e a s e d t o p r o v i d e back
g r o u n d i n f o r m a t i o n on t h e p r o j e c t , and r e s p o n s e s t o yo u r 
q u e s t i o n s . 

P r o j e c t B a c k g r o u n d : 

Geddes R e s o u r c e s L i m i t e d (Geddes) i s p r o p o s i n g t o 
d e v e l o p an open p i t c o p p e r / g o l d mine ( t h e Windy Craggy 
p r o j e c t ) , l o c a t e d i n t h e T a t s h e n s h i n i / A l s e k R i v e r 
d r a i n a g e i n t h e n o r t h w e s t e r n c o r n e r o f B r i t i s h 
C o l u m b i a . The p r o j e c t p r e s e n t s a c o n f l i c t between t h e 
p r o p o s e d development, and t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n o f w i l d e r ¬
ness and p r o t e c t i o n of t h e r i v e r s y s t e m i n t h e a r e a . 

S t r o n g o p p o s i t i o n t o t h e p r o p o s e d p r o j e c t has been 
g r o w i n g and a c o n c e r t e d i n t e r n a t i o n a l e f f o r t i s under
way t o e s t a b l i s h a " p r o t e c t e d 1 1 s t a t u s f o r t h e B r i t i s h 
C o l u m b i a p o r t i o n o f the T a t s h e n s h i n i and A l s e k r i v e r s . 

The c o p p e r d e p o s i t i s an e x t r e m e l y r i c h o r e body and i t 
c o u l d become t h e p r o v i n c e ' s second l a r g e s t m e t a l mine* 
C a p i t a l c o s t s , i n c l u d i n g i n f r a s t r u c t u r e , a r e e s t i m a t e d 
a t o v e r $600 m i l l i o n ; f i v e hundred j o b s would be c r e 
a t e d d u r i n g t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n phase and an e q u a l number 
d u r i n g o p e r a t i o n . Geddes e s t i m a t e s t h a t t h e mine l i f e 
may be up t o 50 y e a r s , w i t h an a n n u a l p r o d u c t i o n v a l u e 
of $375 m i l l i o n . 

The p r o j e c t i s c u r r e n t l y i n t h e Mine Development 
Assessment P r o c e s s (MDAP), a p r o c e d u r e f o r r e v i e w i n g 
and a p p r o v i n g a l l proposed mines i n t h e p r o v i n c e . 
A l t h o u g h a number o f major t e c h n i c a l i s s u e s r e m a i n 
u n r e s o l v e d , t h e key i s s u e i s t h e l a n d use c o n f l i c t . 
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R a f t i n g a c t i v i t i e s on t h e T a t s h e n s h i n i R i v e r : 

The r a f t i n g s e ason g e n e r a l l y o p e r a t e s from mid-June t o 
mid-September. The prime v i s i t o r s e ason i s from J u l y 1 
t o September 10. There i s a l i m i t p l a c e d on t h e number 
o f t r i p s on t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s p o r t i o n o f t h e r i v e r each 
s e a s o n . F o r t h e p a s t few y e a r s , t h e r e have been 3 6 
c o m m e r c i a l and 3 6 p r i v a t e t r i p s p e r m i t t e d . Because 
r a f t s c a n n o t be p u l l e d out of t h e r i v e r i n B r i t i s h 
C o l u m b i a n e a r t h e A l a s k a b o r d e r , t h e number of t r i p s on 
t h e C a n a d i a n s i d e of the r i v e r i s c o n t r o l l e d by t h e 
U n i t e d S t a t e s q u o t a s . 

The m a j o r i t y o f r a f t e r s on c o m m e r c i a l t r i p s a r e from 
B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a , t h e Yukon and t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , 
w h i l e most o f t h e r a f t e r s on p r i v a t e t r i p s a r e from t h e 
U n i t e d S t a t e s and i n some c a s e s , Europe. 

There a r e a p p r o x i m a t e l y 20 r a f t i n g companies o p e r a t i n g 
on t h e T a t s h e n s h i n i R i v e r . Of t h e s e , seven o r e i g h t 
a r e American-owned, and t h e r e s t a r e owned by companies 
based i n B r i t i s h Columbia, t h e Yukon and A l b e r t a . 
C a n a d i a n r a f t i n g companies employ a p p r o x i m a t e l y 100 t o 
120 p e o p l e . 

I t i s unknown how much t a x i s p a i d t o t h e C a nadian 
government by r a f t i n g companies. 

I n 1991, t h e p r o v i n c e r e c e i v e d a p p r o x i m a t e l y $27,000 i n 
p e r m i t and l i c e n c e f e e s from C a n a d i a n r a f t i n g 
c o mpanies. E x p e n d i t u r e s on h u n t i n g a c t i v i t i e s by 
r e s i d e n t b i g game h u n t e r s i n t h e T a t s h e n s h i n i a r e a was 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y $190,000 i n 1991. T h i s amount i n c l u d e s 
e x p e n d i t u r e s on t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , accommodation, 
equipment, and l i c e n c e and p e r m i t f e e s . 

V i s u a l i m p a c t o f t h e mine and a r e a a c c e s s i m p l i c a t i o n s : 

The p r o p o s e d mine would n o t be v i s i b l e from t h e r i v e r , 
however, p a r t s o f t h e proposed r o a d would be v i s i b l e . 

The c o n s t r u c t i o n o f a r o a d i n t o t h e a r e a may open up 
t h e a r e a t o t h e p u b l i c ; however, t h e r o a d would be 
r a d i o - c o n t r o l l e d and t h u s , p u b l i c a c c e s s would be 
c o n t r o l l e d . 
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Improved a c c e s s t o t h e a r e a might r e s u l t i n a need t o 
r e v i e w c u r r e n t l e v e l s of r a f t i n g a c t i v i t i e s . 

R e g i o n a l I m p a c t s : 

The b e n e f i t s r e c e i v e d from t h e r a f t i n g i n d u s t r y a r e 
dependent upon a number o f f a c t o r s i n c l u d i n g where: 
r a f t i n g t r i p s o r i g i n a t e ; s u p p l i e s a r e p u r c h a s e d ; and 
g u i d e s a r e h i r e d , e t c . Thus i t i s d i f f i c u l t t o 
i d e n t i f y w h i c h j u r i s d i c t i o n w ould r e c e i v e t h e g r e a t e s t 
e conomic b e n e f i t s . 

I t i s u n l i k e l y t h a t companies o f f e r i n g r a f t i n g t r i p s 
a r e b r i n g i n g i n b i g game h u n t e r s . The imp a c t of t h e 
p r o j e c t on any b i g game o p e r a t o r s i s t o be a d d r e s s e d 
by Geddes i n f u r t h e r s u b m i s s i o n s under t h e MDAP. 

O t h e r a c t i v i t i e s i n t h e a r e a : 

A s i d e f r o m t h e Windy Craggy p r o j e c t , t h e r e a r e o t h e r 
m i n e r a l c l a i m s i n t h e a r e a h e l d by Can a d i a n companies. 

I hope t h a t t h e above i n f o r m a t i o n w i l l be o f a s s i s t a n c e , and 
i f you r e q u i r e f u r t h e r d e t a i l s c o n c e r n i n g t h e pr o p o s e d Windy 
Craggy p r o j e c t , p l e a s e c o n t a c t my o f f i c e . 

Anne Edwards 
M i n i s t e r 


