
pinion 
JBL it Friday, May 14, 1993 

676046 

DEVELOPMENT VERSUS PRESERVATION 

GOLD MINE 
OF NATURE: 
Tatshenshini 
wilderness 
area is site 
of a battle 
between 
tourism and 
environment 
advocates 
and the 
mining 
industry 

NICKDIDLICK/Sun tiles 

industry perspective on the TAT 
by DAVID BARR 
.,. a geological consultant, writing on 
behalf of the B.C. and Yukon Chamber 
of Mines 

I N T H E W A K E o f the ha l f -
page r h e t o r i c a l flourish by 
c o l u m n i s t S t e p h e n H u m e 
a r g u i n g for the a b s o l u t e 

p r e s e r v a t i o n o f the T a t s h e n s h i -
ni/Alsek wi lderness area (Shangri-
l a . M a y 7), i t i s necessa ry to ask: 
What's the rea l issue? 

The rea l issue is that: 
1) This remote port ion of B.C. had 

not been cons ide r ed to be o f any 
pub l i c interest un t i l the discovery 
i n 1958 o f Windy Craggy, a signif i 
c an t c o p p e r - c o b a l t - g o l d - s i l v e r 
deposit on Tats Creek, a subs id iary 
of the Tatshenshin i River . Only i n 
the late 1970s d i d par t o f the Tat
shenshini and A l sek Rivers become 
popu la r for rafting; 

2) River-rafters are attemptingto 
preserve 100 per cent use of the Tat
shenshin i and A l s ek rivers, none of 
which is directly affected by the pro
posed mine . They object p a r t i c u 
lar ly to construction of a bridge and 
an access road o f w h i c h they w i l l 
have occasional sightings over only 
a fifth o f the i r 100-kilometre route. 
They have spur red an internat ion
a l environmental lobby to designate 
the ent ire 11,000-square-kilometre 
Haines Tr iangle a wi lderness area: 

3) The Windy Craggy deposit is of 
world-class significance and yet this 
p o t e n t i a l m i n e d e v e l o p m e n t , 
inc lud ing access road and a l l anc i l 
lary facilities, would occupy no more 
than 0.1 per cent or 11 square kilo
metres of the total Haines Triangle. 
The mine site i tse l f l ies 30-40 k i l o 
metres up Tats Creek from the Tat
shensh in i R iver . On ly recently, it 
has been r e cogn i z ed that W i n d y 
Craggy appears to be w i th in a high
ly m i n e r a l i z e d be l t of rocks o f at 
least 40 square k i l omet res w h i c h 
conta in other signif icant but re la 
t ively untested copper deposits: 

4) Most of Haines Triangle is rock, 
scree, snow and ice. The most scenic 
port ion, apart from sections of the 
T a t s h e n s h i n i a n d A l s e k r i v e r s 
access ib le to vessels, l i es west o f 
the A l s e k R i v e r a n d i n c l u d e s 
Tweedsmuir glacier. However, there 
are tens of thousands of square ki lo
me t r e s o f e q u i v a l e n t t e r r a c e s 

th roughout the Coast M o u n t a i n s 
i n B .C . and A l a s k a . In fact, the 
Ha ines Tr iangle is surrounded by 
three major national parks and pre
serves that cover 88,000 square ki lo
metres, a l ready one o f the largest 
protected a lp ine areas i n the world. 

Now, i n seeking to preserve raft
i n g on the T a t s h e n s h i n i w i t h no 
unna tu ra l v i sua l impacts, preser
vationists are promoting the addi 
t i o n o f a l m o s t o n e - s i x t h o f the 
remaining six per cent of the provin
c i a l land base avai lable for the gov
ernment 's object ive for park cre
at ion to this remote and inaccessi 
b l e port ion of B.C. 

5) Many preservat ionists speak 
disparagingly of the min ing indus
try's contr ibut ion to the B.C. econ
omy. Th i s is pa r t i cu l a r l y d i scour 
aging i n a recessionary per iod when 
the e c onomy needs s t i m u l u s to 
develop new resources. 

Windy Craggy wou ld r equ i r e an 
investment of $555 m i l l i o n for i n i 
t i a l deve lopment w i th a mine l i fe 
o f 20 to 40 years. A n n u a l expendi 
tures are estimated at$150 m i l l i on , 
result ing in 500 direct jobs and 1.500 
ind i r ec t jobs for contractors, sup
p l i e rs and others. Personal , min ing 
a n d co rpo ra t e i n c o m e and sa l es 
taxes alone for the first 20 years are 
es t imated at $720 m i l l i o n for B.C. 
and $545 m i l l i o n federally. 

A t its current leve l of 45 raft ing 
t r ips pe r season, about 1.000 i n d i 
v iduals contribute $1 mi l l i on to $1.5 
m i l l i o n i n to ta l revenues , w h i c h 
would presumably cont inue un im
peded dur ing the life of the mine. 

S E V E R A L P A R T S o f H u m e ' s 
a r t i c l e d e s e r v e c r i t i c a l r e 

examinat ion. 
• "Certainly it (Tatshenshini) seems 

essential to the survival of North Amer
ica's grizzly bears." 

S u r v e y s i n d i c a t i n g the a c t u a l 
number o f gr izz l ies i n the area are 
inadequate . The most recent B.C. 
F i s h and Wi ld l i f e B ranch estimat
ed o f gr izz ly d is t r ibut ion indicates 
the Tatshenshini/Alsek area is part 
o f a large zone w i th an average of 
more than one grizz ly bear per 65 
square k i l omet res . The 1990 est i 
ma t ed p o p u l a t i o n o f B .C . g r i z z l y 
bears was 14.500. wh i l e the Y u k o n 
estimate is 6.300. w ide ly d ispersed. 

• "Flanked in Yukon by Kluane 
National Park and Alaska by 

WrangeUSt Elias National Park and 
Preserve, Glacier Bay National Park 
and Preserve, the Russell Fiord Wilder
ness Area and Tongas National For
est the Tatshenshini would establish 
a biodiversity preserve ofinternat'tonal 
scope." 

S u c h a preserve a l r eady ex is ts 
without Tatshenshini . 

• "Distinct ecosystems ranging from 
sea level to 3,000 metres andfrom river 
estuary rainforest to intermontane 
tundra are present in the Tatshen
shini" 

S i m i l a r d ist inct ecosystems exist 
throughout the Pac i f i c Nor thwest 
— each unique i n the purest sense. 

* "In the middle of this is where Ged-
des Resources wants to locate its 
Windy Craggy copper mine, an open 
pit project, that will decapitate a moun
tain and produce 375 million tons of 
waste rock. To put that volume in per
spective, loaded into pickup trucks 
and driven away, bumper to bumper, 
tlie line would extend from here to Sat
urn." 

As p lanned, Windy Craggy wou ld 
be m i n e d by bo th o p e n p i t a n d 
underground methods. Based on its 
reserve o f 327 m i l l i o n tons grant i
ng 1.4 per cent coppe r and o ther 
me ta l s , gross m e t a l s r e c o v e r e d 
wou ld be va lued at $8.5 b i l l i o n (at 
cur ren t meta l prices). Waste rock 
produced would r ema in on site in 
waste dumps. Mr . Hume ' s mathe
mat i ca l analogy is meaningless as 
the 190 b i l l i o n p i c k u p t r u c k s 
r equ i r ed to span 1.280 m i l l i o n k i lo 
metres wou ld each conta in about 

V/2 k i lograms of waste rock. 
• "Stephen Owen's Commission 

on Resources and the Environment 
says the proposed Windy Craggy pro
ject poses a t hreat tofislieries valued 
at S50 million a year." 

TH E 1992 p re l im inary va lue o f 
the sa lmon id fish catch from 

the A l s e k R i v e r system a p p r o x i 
mates $200,000 U S . W h i l e a let ter 
at tr ibuted to R i c Careless, execu
tive d i rector of Tatshenshini W i l d , 
states " C O R E says that the I Windy 
Craggy I m i n e w o u l d p l a c e in t e r 
n a t i o n a l f i sher ies wor th $50 m i l 
lion/year at "severe, perpetual and 
large sca le r i s k ' f rom po ten t i a l l y 
massive amounts of ac id and heavy 
meta l p o l l u t i o n . " there is no ref
erence to any quoted va lue in the 
commission's report. 

• "In a worst case, we trade a 
resource that's sustainable in perpe
tuity for omthats non-renewable and 
has a fixed life span. Considered over 
500 years the fishery turns out to be 
worth about $25 billion. Some trade 
off." 

Even aside from the inflated esti
mate of the f ishery's va lue , there 
wou ld be no impact on the sa lmon 
resource i f the p l an to avoid cont
amination of the Alsek/Tatshenshini 
r i v e r system is m a i n t a i n e d . B .C . 
m i n i n g operat ions face str ingent 
r e q u i r e m e n t s for m a i n t a i n i n g 
downstream water quality. 

There is no trade-off. only maxi 
mizat ion o f the use of our natura l 
resources. J 


