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Reform MP Mike Scott blasts Harcourt for flagrant 
misrepresentation of facts to Aboriginals over the Tatshenshini 
The Champagne and Aishihik First Nations have long been on record opposing a World 
Heritage Site designation for the Tatshenshini, which is within their land claim area. 
"Provincial Government officials including Premier Harcourt and Aboriginal Affairs Minister 
John Cashore apparently met with Paul Birckel, Chief of the Champagne/Aishihik, on Dec. 5 
in a desperate bid to persuade Birckel to withdraw his opposition to the World Heritage 
designation" said Scott. 

Chief Birckel is quoted in the Northern Miner as being "told by Government officials at that 
meeting that Windy Craggy was "all promotion" and "a flash in the pan". They told me there 
was nothing there," He was referring to the vast copper-cobalt deposits in the Tatshenshini 
valued at more than $10 billion by the mining industry. The Champagne/Aishihik have no 
doubt considered the opportunity such a rich deposit would mean. 

"It is shameful, deceitful, and reprehensible, that Government officials would make such 
statements" said Scott angrily "will the Premier let nothing including the truth stand in Ms way 
as he pursues his agenda?" "The Premier knew full well that Paul BirckePs opposition to a 
World Heritage designation would have killed the nomination, so he and his officials 
perpetrated a con job on the very people he and his Government profess to care about." 

Scott went on to say "'apparently parks are more important to the NDP Government than 
Aboriginal people. We already knew that parks were more important that due process, public 
consultation, jobs and tax revenues. Now we know they rank ahead of Native aspirations and 
the truth!" 

The Tatshenshini was officially declared a United Nations World Heritage Site on Dec 15. 
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