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T h e volcanogenie massive sulphide potent ia l of the Western 
Cord i l l e ras is very large, but i t has been p a r t l y neglected because o f 
the emphasis on porphyries — which were themselves f o rmer ly 
neglected; also, massive sulphide buffs have been enamoured of the 
P r e c a m b r i a n Sh ie ld . 

To realize this potent ia l , geologists should be more conscious o f the 
env i ronments of massive su lphide ores, i n c l u d i n g the basic 
Sanbagawa environment , as well as the a c i d vo l canic associat ion. 

Government geologists a n d nil concerned need to note the 
importance of, in ter a l i a , ac id fragmentals , explos ion breccias, b i rd ' s -
eye quartz porphyry, vo lcanic .sedimentary t r a n s i t i o n zones, rusty 
formations and nearby basic plugs. 

A greater use of a i rborne and ground e lectromagnet ic and 
magnet ic systems is recommended. G e o c h e m i s t r y and float t r a c i n g 
a r e effective, though care m u s t be t a k e n not to neglect anomal ies 
w h i c h look weak by porphyry copper s t a n d a r d s . 

In addit ion to copper, lead and zinc, the a u t h o r believes that there 
is an immense s i l ver (and, to a lesser extent , gold) potent ia l i n the 
volcanic belts of the west. 


