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@meﬂ TENDER PROVES C@S TLY FOR DI

&rAver. FrosPecT

A - By LEW THOMAS
The days of bargain gravel

-are -over for the district of

+.North Vancouver.

‘= The -district uses as much

~.as 700,000 tons of gravel an-

.mually and is presently paying-

7$1.57 a ton for supplies being
s“hrought in from Cuqultlams
;-Pipeline Road pits.

q‘f That’s .a big jump in costs
-for a municipality that has
» just ended - about 10 years of
op'eratmg its own major grav-

+“el pit at nominal cost factors
«and got some choice residen-
‘izl land out of it as an added

-honus. y

e Rubbing some salt into the

»dlstn {’s .economic wound is.
+7the fact it ‘might be still
.*en}c}:,;ng a cut-rate gravel

;mce from a pit it was operai-

Hing

¢ 'Water Board lands had it not, ",

lost the operation to a privaie

on 'Greater . Vancouver .

The district lost the pit, lo--
cated “in the Seymour River.
valley about six miles north of

Second  Narrows,

municipality’s exclusive
rights to the gravel and called
for tenders.

| Universal Aggregates Ltd.,
2z Richmond firm, took over

ihe pit about six weeks ago -

with a bid of 87% cenis a
‘cubic . yard, The - district;
- which - had been paying 10

-cents a yard during the pit's”

proving up period of nearly
two years, made a bid of 23
cents a yard.

“Tt (the municipality’s bid -

of 25 cents) was a ridiculous
tender,” admits one municipal
official,

: MacKay ‘told The BSun the

water board was justified in
calling for tenders affer an

' +.bidder.: .

‘.. Eort Mandv aiftw oannpt] de-

iHq board hit
3@% oil spi

il

Tt re mmEEEp P

GVWB chief engineer Doug

: when the. .-
waler : board terminated the

initial agreement with the dis-

trict for exploratory develup—
ment. -

MacKay said the mume.pal g

district - had in ‘that timé

- taken out some 100,060 yards

of gravel at the 10-cent rate.
He said that prier to the

- GVWB decision to call for ten- =~ .

ders po satisfactory offer had

been made by North Vancou- .
ver district to replace the ex-

ploratory charge.

The municipality went into™

the gravel business in a big

way’ .some 10 years ago in the
Lillocet Road area, north of

the Coach Heuse moter inn.’
A planned program of grav-
¢l removal, now petering out,

saved the municipality more -

than $1 million in coastruction

costs and ferraced the Lilicost -

Road area for mulii-million

dollar . apartment and m\u.
- ‘house projects. o .

Municipal. Manager Doug
Welsh. szid the search con-
tinues for other gravel depos-
its in the municipality.

The district employs a uni-
versity geology student during
the summer months to -check
possible - gravel deposits. i
was such a student, aceording

{0 Welsh and municipal engi-

neer Tom Gardner, who

DouG WBL‘{};

turned up the GVWE's Sey-.
mour deposits twoe years azo. -

Universal -Aggregates gen. '
eral manager Wayne Douglas'

estimates there are more than

2 million yards of gravel in’

the GVWE area pil. -

GVWEB should net. close to

2400,000 from iis initial-agree-
ment with Universzl. It re-

Lid.,

S 4%l gravel searcheams! vy

:‘Baze rates for o

ey
6714357

i 'qﬁ.ires the firm to take out

some 450,000 yards of gravel
within three years.
Based on the 87% cents per

yvard (a yard.of gravel vough-.
‘ Uiz tons) rate.
- - GVWB should net an uitimate

ly - equals

profit of $1.75 million from the
pit’s-total resources.

‘District council meanwhile,
acting on .the recommenda-

! tions of Welsh -and Gardner,
rejected three tenders for sup-

plying the distriet’s 1972 (bal-

grm el'needs.

lishing the disirict’s own gr,av'-

..el ‘stockpiling dock near Sec.
cond- Narrows will «megn-— @'/
greater number of £1rms mﬁ_

be able to tender.

The bids thrown out varied

‘in basic and premium gravel
prices for different quantities.
run gravel
§ per ton to.

ranged irom $1.3
81.49, B

All " bids ~were based -on
water {ransperi (barging)-of
ihe gravel {5 . waterfront
stockpile locations,

~will. be. . good- news for -resi-
- dents’ of Lillooet Road, whose
" eomplaints -
2 . trucks
ance ‘of year), 1973 'md 1974_ “homes ~ brought fhe: distnct’i

- Welsh ‘said after 8 co ml :
. ‘peiiey commitiee meLng re- - :

Jeeted tenders from Univer-:
- sal,“Construction Aggregates, |
and Jack Cewe Construction’

that iy lo¥ Batale cgravel o 2 municipal

'.down Lillooet.
.- from- the stockpile to various
projects in ihs mstnci

“from the GVWEB pit

The district estimates it wil]
need close to twe million fons
of gravel aggregates between
now and the end of 1974,
< *Just & 15-cent- reduction
would thus save us- -$200,000.
That's - a lot of money,”' sald
Welsh, -+ .

Plans for barm}g the ‘mi-
nicipality’s ' gravel” supphes

about-gra vel
i.hundermg past their

gravel-supply pmb;em o the
fore two.weeks: ago, - - :

Seme 200 trucks use Tillooet
Road daily.” At least half of
them wentup-the road taking

stockpﬂeirom Coqmtlam
$OLLE'CES ;

Mumcipal £ r n clis) gomg'
“taking . loads

CIGL['

bied the noise,

The municipal g::nvel traffie
will - be - off “Lilleoet if ar."
when -the district eatabi_sherr
its ‘waterfront stockpile bace'
but the Universal tomp Ny ve-
hiciess will ‘he moving Q“ue?
for tha

next three years.




