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SUMMIT CAMP STORY 

BY S.TROY ANDERSON 



Harr i sburg -Day ton 
Resource Corp . and Schel lex Go ld 
Corp. are concentrat ing the i r 
exploration talents on the 
Treasure M o u n t a i n , or S u m m i t 
Camp Property, th is season. A n d 
for good reason. 

Sample assays from the ir 
1987 explorat ion program 
showed 88 oz. of si lver a n d .059 
of gold per ton. Exp lo ra t i on on 
the Southern No. 8 c l a im i n 1987 
indicated a minera l i zed s t ructure 
w i th a m i n i m u m 170-meter s t r ike 
length. 

Favourable geological 
reports s u c h as these are no th ing 
new to th is area. In fact, m a n y 
respected m i n i n g engineers have 
recommended development of the 
area for over 100 years now. A s 

early as 1887 J . J ensen , m i n i n g 
recorder, i n a letter to gold 
commissioner , George Tus ta l l , 
stated: "Wi th your permiss ion, I 
w i l l add these remarks : The 
country is a lmost unt rodden , 
a n d has vast m inera l resources, 
both i n quartz a n d gravel, that 
awaits only t ime to discover, 
p l u c k and energy to develop." 

Today, we know most of the 
important mines of B r i t i s h 
C o l u m b i a occur w i t h i n a few 
mi les of the eastern contact of 
the Coast Range batho l i ths 
w h i c h stretches the entire length 
of the province i n a general 
northwester ly direct ion. In a 
1925 report for the Ma ry E . 
M i n i n g Company , m i n i n g 
engineer W. G . Norrie noted: 
"This contact between the 

1 



in trus ive rocks a n d the 
sedimentar ies (of the Coast 
Range) has long been recognized 
as be ing except ional ly favourable 
to the occurrence of economic 
minera ls , part icu lar i ty lead, z inc , 
and silver, and whenever it has 
been posssible to prospect th is 
belt, ores of economic va lue have 
been found. " Treasure M o u n t a i n 
lies w i th in th is eastern contact 
approximate ly 30 mi les east of 
Hope. Th i s is why Har r i sburg -
Dayton, i n jo int venture w i th 
Schel lex Go ld Corp . ,w i l l be 
spend ing a m i n i m u m of $350 ,000 
on its property th is season. 

Now it is possible to 
prospect th is belt properly. 
Advanced technologies, roads , 
efficient t ranspor ta t ion a n d r i s ing 
meta l pr ices facil itate explorat ion, 
m a k i n g the minera l s easier to 
f ind a n d extract. 

B u t 100 years ago, success 
depended more on a strong back, 
a gold pan , a n d a good horse. In 
h i s 1913 report, Char l es Camse l l , 
noted engineer, recal led the event 
of the year w h i c h sparked the 
go ld rush i n the Tu lameen : "In 
Augus t , 1885, some cowboys, 
who were dr i v ing a b a n d of 
horses down the Tu lameen 
Valley, camped at the m o u t h of 
Gran i te Creek. One of the horses 
strayed from the rest, and i n 
search ing for it, J o h n Chance , 
one of the cowboys, rode u p the 

bed of Gran i te Creek. Th i s s t ream 
flows on so l id bedrock, through a 
steep-walled gorge; and i n 
stooping down to dr ink , Chance 
saw a nugget of coarse gold 
g l is tening on the bedrock." 

Hundr eds of m iners poured 
i n . Of the 53 m ine ra l c la ims 
s taked d u r i n g the next year, four 
were s taked by a n Ind iana 
company. They explored further 
u p the streams u n t i l they found 
large bodies of si lver ore at the 
headwaters of the Tu lameen River. 
They s taked the Sutter, Sky l ine , 
L u l u , and Vigo m ine ra l c la ims on 
Treasure M o u n t a i n , presently he ld 
by Har r i sburg -Day ton a n d 
Schel lex Go ld Corp . The Min i s t e r 
of M ines report for 1899 showed 
assay resul ts of those c la ims to be 
200 oz. of si lver per ton. 

Other companies were 
actively prospect ing the m o u n t a i n 
as wel l . A t the t u r n of the century 
the Treasure M o u n t a i n M i n i n g 
Company , headed by A . Dornberg, 
s taked the Si lver Chief, B l a c k 
Bear, Si lver C u p , and Annex No. l 
c la ims . In 1913, m i n i n g recorder 
H u g h H u n t e r stated: "The 
Treasure M o u n t a i n M i n i n g 
C o m p a n y drove a crosscut tunne l 
570 feet long and s t ruck the m a i n 
ve in, w h i c h is sa id to be over four 
feet i n w id th , a n d carr ies 10 to 12  
inches of so l id galena, assay ing 
$ 150 to the ton i n si lver and 
lead. " The equivalent i n today's 
pr ices is approx imate ly $2 ,000 . 
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E i g h t m i n e r s g a t h e r e d a r o u n d a s l u i c e b o x in the T u l a m e e n area at the t u r n o f 

the c e n t u r y h o l d i n g s h o v e l s a n d g o l d p a n s , the 1 8 0 0 ' s - s t y l e t oo l s f o r s u c c e s s . 

Despite s u c h consistent ly 
favourable assays, the 
inaccessibi l i ty of S u m m i t C a m p 
hindered the efforts of m a n y 
people for decades. A l l the c la ims 
lay at an elevation between 3,500 
and 6,000 feet above sea level, 
necessi tat ing early a n n u a l 
c losures as the snow set i n . In the 
spr ing when the snow melted, 
pack tra i ls a long mounta ins ides 
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became hazardous or were 
washed out altogether by 
muds l ides . In the valley bottoms 
streams swelled and rivers were 
impassab le . In 1908, the report of 
the M in i s t e r of M ines 
recommended " a wagon road, or 
even a good t ra i l , carr ied through 
from Tu lameen Ci ty to Hope wi l l 
render the camp immediate ly 
product ive, the ore be ing h i gh 



grade a n d consequent ly capable 
of s tand ing heavy t ranspor ta t ion 
charges. " 

Road access from Tu l ameen 
was establ ished i n 1925, w h i c h 
prompted a second wave of 
renewed interest i n Treasure 
M o u n t a i n . However, new 
difficulties arose. In 1930, the 
Si lver K i n g M i n i n g C o m p a n y bu i l t 
a sma l l m i l l , operated by a 50-
horse-power engine. The g r ind ing 
mach ine ' s facings proved not 
durable enough to w i ths tand 
con t inuous gr ind ing . 
Modi f icat ions were tr ied to no 
avai l . Despite the good assay 
resul ts from the first sh ipment of 
concentrates (40 percent lead and 
80 oz. of si lver per ton) 
p roduc t i on was postponed u n t i l 
1932. B y then meta l prices h a d 
fal len too low as the Depress ion 
cont inued . 

Si lver H i l l M ines acquired 
the property i n 1949 a n d 
rehabi l i tated the roads, bu i ld ings 
a n d unde rg round work ings . 
Then , i n October, 1954, the 
compressor house a n d mach ine 
shop of the mine were completely 
destroyed by fire. Two years later 
a 50- ton m i l l was completed a n d 
put into product ion , employ ing 
between 10 and 30 men . The first 
car load of z inc concentrate was 
sh ipped from the m i l l on 
December 29 th , 1956. T h e n early 
i n 1957, a l l activity ceased. The 

50- ton m i l l was d i smant l ed . 
Apparent ly the company d id not 
have sufficient funds, a n d the 
fol lowing year was i n bankrup tcy . 

The th i rd wave of renewed 
interest came i n 1979 when 
H u l d r a Si lver Inc. (listed on the 
VSE) a n d Un i co rn Resources 
conducted explorat ion programs. 
The resul ts were impressive. Last 
s u m m e r a 400- ton surface sample 
from H u l d r a Si lver 's h igh grade 
" C " ve in averaged 100 oz. of si lver 
per ton. Hu ldra ' s Treasure 
M o u n t a i n Property has indicated 
reserves to date of 118,000 metric  
tonnes averaging 32 .03 oz. of 
s i lver per ton, 8.39 % lead and 
3.51 % z inc w i th " a s trong 

S c h e l l e x p r e s i d e n t G a r y S c h e l l e n b e r g at the 

s i gh t o f H u l d r a ' s 4 0 0 - t o n b u l k s a m p l e . 
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potential for add i t i ona l tonnages 
a long str ike a n d depth" , accord ing 
to an A p r i l news release by H u l d r a 
president M a g n u s Brat l i en . 

In 1987, Har r i sburg -Day ton 
acquired the sma l l , irregular-
shaped c la im cal led the Southern 
No. 8 from A r t h u r Thomas of 
Pr inceton. H i s father s taked the 
c la im 70 years previously, w h i c h 
has long been a showpiece for 
m in ing promoters i n the area. The 
c la im holds one of the or ig inal 
and most v isua l ly spectacular 
veins found to date (barring the 
recent " C " ve in discovery) i n the 
Silver C a m p and is k n o w n as the 
"Fa l ls vein". 

Harr isburg-Dayton 's dil igent 
explorat ion work on this sma l l 

:ss m i n i n g s y s t e m in o p e r a t i o n at H u l d r a S i l v e r . 

piece of g round led to the 
discovery of four addi t iona l veins 
i n close prox imity to the "Fa l ls 
vein". The excitement of their 
discovery a n d the success of the 
ne ighbour ing H u l d r a Si lver c l a im 
prompted Har r i sburg -Day ton to 
enter into a j o in t venture 
agreement w i th Schel lex Go ld 
Corp . to explore a n d develop the 
c la ims he ld under opt ion from 
Un i co rn Resources L td . 

In 1988, the S u m m i t C a m p 
and Treasure M o u n t a i n areas wi l l 
see over $2 ,000 ,000 i n 
explorat ion take place. 

A m i n i m u m of $350 ,000 w i l l 
be spent by Har r i sburg -Day ton 
a n d Schel lex Go ld Corp o n 
add i t i ona l surface work and 



d iamond dr i l l ing to further 
identify the magni tude of their 
deposit. It is ant ic ipated the 
s u m m e r explorat ion activit ies w i l l 
lead to further underg round 
development th is fall . Exp lo ra t i on 
wi l l concentrate on the old 
Ind iana a n d Queen Bess adits 
a n d the new veins discovered 
adjacent to the "Fa l l s ve in" . 

H a r r i s b u r g - D a y t o n 

p r e s i d e n t J e r r y M . B e l l a 

i n s p e c t i n g a n o l d a^d i t n ea r 

the " F a l l s V e i n " . 
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