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T00D0GG0NE PLACER LEASES 

Toodoggone R i v e r Area 
Omineca M i n i n g D i v i s i o n 

B r i t i s h Columbia 

L o c a t i o n and Access 

The p l a c e r l e a s e s are s i t u a t e d i n the Toodoggone g o l d 
camp 250 km n o r t h of S m i t h e r s a t l a t i t u d e 57°20'North / 

l o n g i t u d e 127°05'West i n NTS map-area 94E/6E ( F i g u r e 1 ) . 
The l e a s e s cover the lower p a r t of M c C l a i r Creek upstream 
from i t s j u n c t i o n w i t h Toodoggone R i v e r ( F i g u r e 2 ) . 

Access to the Toodoggone are a i s by a i r from Sm i t h e r s to 
an a l l - w e a t h e r a i r s t r i p 20 km south of the p r o p e r t y or by a 
system of l o g g i n g roads and the Omineca M i n i n g Access Road 
from Mackenzie ( F i g u r e 2 ) . The l a s t 50 km of t h i s road i s 
p r i v a t e and arrangements f o r i t s use must be made through 
Cheni Gold Mines I n c . who are c u r r e n t l y o p e r a t i n g a 700 tpd 
underground g o l d - s i l v e r mine i n the a r e a . 

The p l a c e r l e a s e s are w i t h i n 10 km of the Cheni Gold 
mine s i t e and heavy equipment can e a s i l y be walked from t h i s 
p o i n t a l o n g the open Toodoggone R i v e r v a l l e y . 

P r o p e r t y 

10 P l a c e r Leases (P.L. 18236 - 18245 i n c l u s i v e ; F i g u r e 3) 
are c o l l e c t i v e l y owned by t h r e e i n d i v i d u a l s i n c l u d i n g the 
wr i t e r . 

Annual l e a s e payments of $250/lease or a t o t a l of $2,500 
are r e q u i r e d by October 16 to m a i n t a i n the l e a s e s i n good 
s t a n d i n g . 

P r e v i o u s Work 

P l a c e r g o l d was o r i g i n a l l y d i s c o v e r e d i n the a r e a of the 
p r e s e n t l e a s e s i n the e a r l y 1920's. The remoteness of the 
a r e a p r e c l u d e d any s e r i o u s work u n t i l the e a r l y t o mid-1930's 
when Two B r o t h e r s V a l l e y Gold Mines L t d . undertook a major 
t e s t i n g o p e r a t i o n which i n c l u d e d Keystone d r i l l i n g and a 
number of c r i b b e d s h a f t s over a l a r g e a r e a of M c C l a i r Creek 
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and the Toodoggone R i v e r v a l l e y . A l l t e s t i n g was completed 
o n - s i t e and a 30 man camp was s e r v i c e d e n t i r e l y by a i r from 
T a k l a L a n d i n g . 

Very l i t t l e i n f o r m a t i o n i s a v a i l a b l e c o n c e r n i n g t h i s 
e a r l y work. Values of s e v e r a l d o l l a r s per y a r d ($34.50 g o l d ) 
were r e p o r t e d and the company pre p a r e d a pr o s p e c t u s f o r a 
p u b l i c o f f e r i n g i n 1934 which a p p a r e n t l y was not s u c c e s s f u l . 

A p r i v a t e company, N o r t h e r n A l l u v i a l s L t d . , completed 15 
" F a i r b a n k s " churn d r i l l h o l e s t o t a l l i n g 315.8 metres i n 1961. 
R e s u l t s of t h i s work are summarized i n the accompanying t a b l e 
and h o l e l o c a t i o n s are shown on F i g u r e 5. T h i s company's 
concept was t o t r y and d e t e r m i n e i f the v a s t q u a n t i t i e s of 
g r a v e l (+100 m i l l i o n c u b i c y a r d s ) i n the Toodoggone R i v e r 
v a l l e y had p o t e n t i a l f o r a d r e d g i n g o p e r a t i o n . R e s u l t s were 
not e n c o u r a g i n g and the p r o j e c t was t e r m i n a t e d p r e m a t u r e l y . 
I t i s worth n o t i n g t h a t 4 i n c h c a s i n g was used and h o l e 
d i a m e t e r s may not have been l a r g e enough f o r proper s a m p l i n g . 

Tarmik P l a c e r and Resources L t d . h e l d a l a r g e number of 
p l a c e r c l a i m s c o v e r i n g the p r e s e n t l e a s e area and the 
Toodoggone R i v e r v a l l e y i n t h e e a r l y 1980's. T h i s company 
completed s u r f i c i a l g e o l o g y mapping, a t o p o g r a p h i c s u r v e y , 
some Winkle V i b r a c o r e h o l e s and a number of hand p i t s f o r 
s a m p l i n g . Work between 1981 and 1983 i d e n t i f i e d two p r i n c i p a l 
a r e a s - the M c C l a i r Creek Fan and the M i d - M c C l a i r Creek 
g r a v e l s ( F i g u r e 4 ) . 

L o c a t i o n of t e s t p i t s are shown on F i g u r e 5 and r e s u l t s 
a r e l i s t e d i n the accompanying t a b l e . Some 15,000 l b . of 
m a t e r i a l was bulk sampled, s c r e e n e d , s l u i c e d and bagged on 
s i t e to p r o v i d e 6,500 l b . f o r shipment to Vancouver where 
samples were p r o c e s s e d by h y d r o s t a t i c s e p a r a t o r . 86 sample 
c o n c e n t r a t e s were a s s a y e d . D e t a i l e d r e s u l t s of the 1981-83 
work are c o n t a i n e d i n two assessment r e p o r t s (10534, 11576). 

P r o p e r t y P o t e n t i a l 

L i m i t e d work t o d a t e i n d i c a t e s some good g o l d v a l u e s , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the M c C l a i r Creek Fan near the mouth of the 
canyon on lower M c C l a i r Creek. Only two p i t s were attempted 
on the M i d - M c C l a i r Creek g r a v e l s - r e s u l t s were i n c o n c l u s i v e . 

The M c C l a i r Creek Fan s e c t i o n r e q u i r e s d e t a i l e d s a m p l i n g 
i n i t i a l l y by e x c a v a t o r t r e n c h i n g and a t l e a s t p a r t i a l 
p r o c e s s i n g of samples on s i t e . The p r e v i o u s remoteness of the 
a r e a has p r e c l u d e d t h i s type of program. 

N.C. CARTER, Ph.D., P.Eng. 
CONSULTING GEOLOGIST 
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TOODOGGONE PLACER LEASES - RESULTS OF PREVIOUS WORK 

1961 

Hole 

CHURN DRILLING 

Number T.D.(metres) Comments 
1 13.1 N i l Au - bedrock at h o l e end 
2 23.0 II II 

3 32.3 trace-some g o l d 0-5.2m-g r a v e l 
4 31.1 trace-some g o l d 0-8.2m-g r a v e l 
5 21.6 trace-some g o l d 0-5.8m-g r a v e l 
6 21.3 some gold-0-7.9m-gravel,sand 
7 22 . 4 some gold-0-6.Om-fine g r a v e l 
8 21.3 trace-0-6.Om-gravel,sand 
9 21.3 t r a c e - 0 - 9 . 8 m - f i n e g r a v e l , s a n d 

10 21.3 some gold-2.7-7.9m-gravel,sand 
11 21.3 N i l g o l d - g l a c i a l s i l t 
12 12.2 N i l g o l d - s a n d / s i l t 
13 12.2 M it 

14 20.1 N i l g o l d - f i n e g r a v e l , s i l t 
15 21. 3 Some gold-0-7.3m-coarse g r a v e l 

315.8 

1981 -83 TEST PITTING ( M c C l a i r Creek Fan) 

P i t No . DeDth(metres) Au(ma/cu.m) $/cu.m Comments 
1 2.6 1058.0 $12.58 1.7-2.6m depth 
2 2.6 2.4 
3 2.6 5.3 
4 1.2 1.0 
5 2.75 142.0 $1.68 

10 3.3 6.9 
11 0.9 N i l 
12 2.6 1.7 
13 2.4 1.7 
14 2 . 4 3.9 
16 2.4 18.2 
17 2.4 0.4 
18 2.4 13.0 
19 3.0 746.8 $8.88 0.6-3.0m i n t e r v a l 
20 1.8 127.7 0.9-1.8m i n t e r v a l 





FIGURE 2 - L O C A T I O N - P L A C E R L E A S E S 



FIGURE 3 - PLAQER L E A S E S 



FIGURE 4 - PLAQER L E A S E S 




