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L a t e  i n  J u l y  E. Specogna i n v i t e d  t h e  w r i t e r  t o  examine 

rq some new d i s c o v e r i e s  made i n  S i c k e r  Group r o c k s  on Heather Creek, 
\ 14 m i l e s  nor thwest  of Youbou on Cowichan Lake, Vancouver I s l a n d .  i 

1 

A few r o c k  and s o i l  samples w e r e  t aken  around su lph ide  and go ld  1 
I b e a r i n g  occur rences ,  an  EM 16 t r a v e r s e  w a s  made, and a  new gold  I 

zone was suggested.  No d e a l  h a s  been d i s c u s s e d  w i t h  Specogna who 

i s  busy s t a k i n g  c la ims  and p r o s p e c t i n g  t o  t h e  immediate nor th .  

T h i s  r e p o r t  i n c l u d e s  e a r l i e r  d e s c r i p t i o n s  ( J u l y  16 ,  J J M ) ,  adding 

a s say  v a l u e s  t o  photograph l o c a t i o n s ,  etc. .  

NAME 

Heather Creek (Specogna P rospec t s )  . 

LOCATION 4 

On logging  road nea r  t h e  headwaters of  Heather Creek, 

(F ig .  8-C-1/82). The su lph ides  ( e l ev .  1 , 0 0 0 ' f )  occur  on t h e  

e a s t  s i d e  of Heather Creek about  a  m i l e  from i t ' s  headwaters 

i whi l e  t h e  go ld  occurrences  occu r  a t  and beyond t h e s e  headwaters 
'\ ( e l e v .  2 ,800 '2 ) .  

i 

PROPERTY AND OWNERSHIP 

Seve ra l  c la ims  s t aked  d u r i n g  J u l y  by Efram Specogna of  

Nanaimo, w i t h  whom we a r e  d e a l i n g  a t  Nimpkish Lake. Examined J u l y  

1 6 t h  accompanied by Specogna and S. Presunka, whom t h e  w r i t e r  

engaged t o  do a  r ecce  EM 16 t r a v e r s e .  

GENERAL GEOLOGY 

A s  p e r  map 8-C-2/82, t h e  d e p o s i t s  are shown as  occu r r ing  

i n  t h e  S i c k e r  Group ( l a t e  Pa l eozo ic )  v o l c a n i c s ,  t h e  same rocks  which 

h o s t  t h e  Western Mines massive su lph ide  d e p o s i t .  
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LOCAL GEOLOGY AND DESCRIPTION (see Maps 8/HC 1-3/82) 

I n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  "massive sulphide" p r o j e c t  t h e  

S icke r  rocks  a r e  composed of bo th  vo lcan ic  and sedimentary u n i t s ,  

bo th  shown a s  s t r i k i n g  nor thwes ter ly .  F a u l t s  and shallow wes te r ly  

plunging f o l d s  a r e  common and on occass ion  t h e  rock c o n t a i n s  enough 

p y r i t i c  and s i l i c i c  a l t e r a t i o n  t o  resemble t h e  S icker  s c h i s t s  which I 
h o s t  t h e  Cu-Pb-Zn mine ra l i za t ion  a t  M t .  S i cke r  and a t  B u t t l e  Lake. I I 
(A 

The su lphide  zone i s  poor ly  exposed on a sloughed roadcu t  
I 

marked by r edd i sh  s o i l ,  common i n  t h e  younger Karmutsen Volcanics  

(i.e. Nimpkish Lake) b u t  anomalous i n  t h e  S icke r  t e r r a i n e .  Road 

c u t s  a r e  i n s u f f i c i e n t l y  deep t o  expose s o l i d  su lph ides  i n  p l a c e  

b u t  smal l  su lphide  boulders  which have been " r o l l e d  around", b u t  

d i s p l a c e d  no g r e a t  d i s t ance ,  a r e  e v i d e n t  (photo H.C. 1 , 2 ) .  The 

a l t e r a t i o n  "halo"  suggested by t h e  s o i l  is  widespread and sugges t s  

more su lph ides  p r e s e n t  t han  a r e  immediately e v i d e n t  i n  t h e  upper 
f' '1 

1 
\ ,' showing. The Lower showing (200'2 below t h e  upper) c o n s i s t s  more 

of p y r i t i c  s c h i s t  wi thout  massive su lph ides  be ing  ev iden t .  

Minera l iza t ion  c o n s i s t s  l a r g e l y  of p y r r h o t i t e  and chalco- 

p y r i t e  w i t h  p y r i t e ,  minor c h a l c o p y r i t e ,  and very minor s p h a l e r i t e .  

The r e d d i s h  s o i l s  a r e  moderately anomalous i n  z inc ,  however (Table 

~ C 1 / 8 2 ) .  Gold a s says  approximate 0.4 oz,  copper 3 % ,  b u t  l e a d  and 

z i n c  a r e  low @ 138ppm and 0 . 4 %  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  

Due t o  g l a c i a l  overburden, t h e  s i z e  of t h e  body is  n o t  

known b u t  un le s s  t h e  body (poss ib ly  f a u l t e d  along a  nearby c reek)  

plunges i n t o  t h e  h i l l  a t  a  low ang le ,  no d e p o s i t  of s i g n i f i c a n c e  

is  now ind ica ted .  A s  a  p rospec t ,  however, t h e  surrounding logged- 

o f f  and e a s i l y  a c c e s s i b l e  t e r r a i n ,  much con ta in ing  "gossany" s o i l ,  

could  be e a s i l y  t e s t e d  using EM 16 and geochemical techniques.  A 

mag survey might r e f l e c t  bur ied  p y r r h o t i t i c  su lphides .  

A s  per  map 8-HC 3/82, t h e  EM 16 f a i l e d  t o  p i c k  up any 

impor tan t  conductor i n  the  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  massive su lphide  boulders  

i n  outcrop .  

C: 



(B) Gold P rospec t s  

n The s m a l l  go ld  v e i n s  of i n t e r e s t  occur  about  2 m i l e s  

n o r t h e a s t  of t h e  su lph ide  occur rence  b u t  w i t h i n  a d j o i n i n g  c la im 

b locks .  D i r e c t  a c c e s s  i s  blocked by road  washouts f o r  about  3,000 

f e e t  s h o r t  of t h e  showings ( e l ev .  2800ftk)  b u t  a rough though usab le  

jeep road  connec ts  t h e s e  showings w i t h  t h e  su lph ide .  The whi te  t 
8 

I 
q u a r t z  v e i n s  w i t h  a maximum wid th  of 2 f e e t  (photos  HC 3 ,4)occur  I 

I 
a p p a r e n t l y  occupying t e n s i o n  f r a c t u r e s  i n  andeso- rhyol i t es  ( ? )  of 

t h e  S i c k e r  Group. A brownish ca rbona te -py r i t e  a l t e r a t i o n  zone i s  

prominent and unusua l ly  w e l l  exposed where a roadbed fo l lows  t h e  

v e i n  f o r  200 f e e t  (Photo HC 4 ) .  

T h i s  v e i n  is  exposed i n t e r m i t t e n t l y  f o r  about  1,000 f e e t  

t o  t h e  sou th  of t h e  photographed l o c a t i o n .  It appea r s  q u i t e  e r r a t i c  

and has  a n  average width  no t  exceeding 1 f o o t .  M i n e r a l i z a t i o n  o t h e r  

t han  q u a r t z  i s  s p a r s e ,  c o n s i s t i n g  of  about  4 %  c h a l c o p y r i t e  p l u s  

b l ack  r i b b o n s  which may have con ta ined  o t h e r  s u l p h i d e s  p r i o r  t o  

o x i d a t i o n .  The specimens have n o t  been s t u d i e d .  

f \  T h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  v e i n  would be of i n t e r e s t  on ly  i f  i t ' s  
"i s i z e  i n c r e a s e d  a t  depth .  Assays by Specogna showed up t o  a 0.7 oz 

go ld  c o n t e n t  whi le  a random g r a b  sample by t h e  w r i t e r  assayed 0.3502. 

P rog res s ing  1,000 f e e t  n o r t h e r l y  beyond t h e  road  exposure,  

t h e  same road c u t s  through s e v e r a l  hundred f e e t  of n o t i c e a b l y  a l t e r e d  

vo lcan ic  rock  which c o n t a i n s  c h e r t y  beds .  Gold c o n t e n t  of t h e  s o i l s  

i s  anomalous a t  90ppb a s  is  copper ( f o r  t h e  S i c k e r )  a t  342ppm. 

Towards t h e  sou th  end of t h i s  a l t e r e d  zone a smal l  c r e e k  d r a i n i n g  

a swampy a r e a  was s i l t  sampled f o r  t h e  w r i t e r  by Specogna, who, 

whi le  d igg ing ,  tu rned  up a p i e c e  of  copper - r ich  f l o a t  (X44109) which 

assayed about  0.4 oz gold.  The s i l t  i t s e l f  (C6) w a s  n o t  abnormally 

anomalous excep t  f o r  s l i g h t l y  e l e v a t e d  go ld  and copper.  A s  p e r  

EM 16 map HC 3/82 (accompanying) a w e l l  d e f i n e d  c ros sove r  occurred 

i n  t h i s  area, sugges t ing  a c r o s s  f a u l t  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  a l t e r a t i o n  and 

h idden (? )  m i n e r a l i z a t i o n .  T h i s  i s  t h e  most i n t e r e s t i n g  s i t u a t i o n  a t  
I 

I Heather Creek save f o r  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of massive su lph ides .  Specogna 

h a s  cont inued t o  p r o s p e c t  and s t a k e  down t h e  Nanaimo d ra inage  t o  t h e  
I : l j  n o r t h  where he has  found ( p e r s .  comm. Aug. 17 )  copper bea r ing  q u a r t z  
t,* 

f l o a t  b locks  t o  2 f e e t  wide, (no a s s a y s  a s  y e t ) .  

I 
I 





* I-
'. 

. 
!? 

F
 
\
 

Y
 

. T
-3

 
~

T
~

U
I

P
S

 
~

T
o

s
 

7
-
3
 
ar

d
u

re
s 

~
r

o
s

 



PHOTO H.C. 2 Close-up of H.C. 1 showing zone i n  which Sulphide Boulders 
occur. 'Being dug out by E .  Specogna. 

r :  





No. 2 gold zone 
* 

Sample No. 4 4 106 

Y * 

1 

alteration 

'1 

I- - - J 
H.C. 4 Specoqna qold-quar tz  vein i n  roadcu t  lookinq N .  Carbonate 

vein 

I 
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