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A b r i e f H i s t o r y o f S i t e 

In 1965, I Derek Moore, bought a d iscarded book at a l ibrary sale for 

$1.60 cal led "The Geological survey of C a n a d a 1951" , i n th is was a 

descr ipt ion of a 1931 government investigation of the Wedge 

Protect ion group of c la ims. There were further investigations i n 1951, 

a n d the name changed to Copper K ing Group . I carr ied th is book for 

a l l these years. 

In late August 2002, G r a h a m Holmes and myself travelled to this 

area, located the ore body, pegged a considerable number of c la ims 

a n d took samples w h i c h are disclosed at end of th is report. 

Since 1898 - 1951 the accessibi l i ty was extremely difficult w h i c h has 

helped keep this area underdeveloped a n d due to the 1930 depression 

(not a good time to open a mine). 1951 - slow economic recovery. 
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Photo of industrial area Mackenzie with Willeston lake in background. 

Wil leston Lake is a large body of water w i th great depth to carry 

barges. This was created about 10 yrs ago by the damming of several 

tr ibutar ies to form th is new lake. Barges on this lake are towing from 

the upper reaches to the depot, approximately 110 trai ler loads of logs 

i n one hit . Logging roads are w i th in approximately 2 4 k m of site. 

The above photo shows nearest logging roads to area. 

The gradient of the creek is not m u c h over 35 feet to the mile, and the 

topography generally lends itself to economic road or t ra i l 

construct ion, a l l of w h i c h helps the economic viabi l i ty of the Pes ika 

Creek property to become an economic mine. 
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WEDGE PROTECTION GROUP & COPPER KING 

Wedge Creek was the or ig inal name of the now named Pes ika Creek 

a n d was off the " t ra i l of 1898", cal led "The Golden Trail". Th is t ra i l 

was the same t ra i l explorers a n d prospectors used to travel to the 

Y u k o n gold rushes . 

Pes ika creek is a large stream, navigable for sma l l craft i n h igh water. 

It occupies a valley between one quarter and one ha l f mile i n width. 

O n both banks of the creek are wide benches t imbered w i th spruce 

a n d poplar, a n d the supply of horse feed is good. 

Ear l y prospectors wou ld have branched off onto Moody tra i l , past 

Deserters canyon out from the F ind lay river. Travel l ing east for 25 

mi les to reach the c l a im area. 

F r om Pes ika creek, prospectors wou ld have panned the creek u n t i l a 

showings wou ld occur and then track it to its source. In the 1890s -

1930s the most sort after ore for i ts remote locat ion was gold. 

There they bui l t a cab in , horse/mule corrals a n d a cache for their 

suppl ies. Th is cache was s imply 3 poles erected w i th a platform on 

top to approx 20 feet i n height to store their meat etc. to stop the 

4 



bears a n d other wildlife from tak ing it. The remains of a cast i ron 

stove a n d heater, gold pan , table and cha i r and the cab in wh i ch 

was 1 l f x 16' approx a n d has since been reduced to rubble bu t 

approx: 2-3 logs a n d a doorway are st i l l evident. 

Remains of cabin 

This cabin was placed in what we think was the richest 

source/vein of gold. The early prospectors wou ld often s ink shafts 

from their cab in for safety and would follow this vein u n t i l it stopped 

or they stopped for some other reason. 

Fort Ware is a n Ind ian outpost/camp and is the nearest point of some 

form of supply/hote l and accommodat ion i n the late 1800's and early 

1900's. Th is town h a d the dub ious d is t inct ion of the highest murder 

rate of any town i n Canada . 

What happened to the early explorers, prospectors, one cou ld only 

surmise i n the 1930's - 31 the year work was under taken and 

recorded. Considerable t renching a n d dri ft ing were under taken . Th is 

is demonstrated by dr i l l steel worn down to a quarter of it 's size, work 

on several rock faces, general c lutter a r ound such as an anvi l fa piece 

of rai lway track), axe head, and var ious pots and pans that were left 

beh ind . These wou ld normal ly not be abandoned without good 

reason. 
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In 1930, "The Report of the Min is t ry of M ines " was very favourable. 

The mode of minera l occurrence exhibited is a large quartz vein, 

mineral ised w i th chalcopyrite sparingly. The vein reached a w id th of 

134' and is exposed on the surface for several thousand feet. It's 

strike is about N10 degrees W true w i th a steep westerly d ip, 

sur round ing rock is l imestone. Exposures w h i c h are by Natura l 

agencies due between elevations 4760 - 5440ft. Minera l i sat ion 

consists of Chalcopyr i te , Pyrite and Copper-sta in. Th is is a shear zone 

fissure a n d the f i l l ing consists of brachiated country, rock cemented 

w i th quartz. It is evident that after the fissure was first formed it 

was reopened again and filled, mineralisation with chalcopyrite 

took place on both occasions. 

A large rock showing copper staining. 
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Copper King Extension- 

excerts from Report of the Minister of Mines 1951. 

Minera l i sa t ion is generally somewhat sparse, or appears so on the 

surface, but i n some places open-cuts show a w idth of 6 feet quite wel l 

mineral ised. A sample across a w id th of 6 feet at one s u c h point 

assayed: Go ld trace; silver trace; copper 2.9per cent. A sample of 

selected ore from this cut assayed 6.9 per cent copper a n d showed 

traces only of gold a n d silver. These samples were taken at the nor th 

end of the property, at wh i ch end depth c a n only be gained by s ink ing 

or long crosscuts . A t the south end, on the other h a n d , where the 

vein is exposed i n the m a i n valley of Pes ika creek, depth can be gained 

by drift ing. 

The below photo shows where a nice sample of copper and gold was taken from. 

It w i l l be noted that this sample disclosed a very m u c h higher ratio of 

precious metal to the u n i t of base metal than is disclosed by samples 

taken at the nor th end of the property. Too much stress should not  

be laid on the results o f such a few samples, but further samples  

should be taken to ascertain if such is the case or not, and the  

attention of the owners is directed to this point. 

1 



The owners were advised to do further work at the south end 

because the natural exposure seems best at this end in any case, 

and moreover, they had in mind winter tunnelling, and it was 

obviously preferable to drift at this point rather than to crosscut 

at the northern end. 

This vein, l ike some other quartz veins observed, appears to be 

bleached white on the surface, presumably by reason of the fact that 

surface waters i n some localities carry reduc ing solut ions. In s u c h 

cases the true cr i ter ion of surface minera l isat ion is not at the ac tua l 

surface, but at a few feet apart horizontal ly and several hundred feet 

apart vertically are a l l favourable features w h i c h justi fy some further 

work. The geographic posi t ion of the property is interesting. No 

granit ic intrusive was seen i n the vicinity. 

Below photo shows quartz vein. 

The Ve in w h i c h reaches a w id th of 134ft a n d is exposed for a 

thousand feet l ies between elevation of 4700ft to 5440ft. 

B u t i n some places open-cuts show, a w id th of 6ft quite wel l 

mineral ised. A sample of one open cut, assayed gold trace, silver 

trace, copper trace 2.9%, selected ore assayed 6.9%. (North end of 

property). Copper mineralisation occurs in a huge quartz vein at 

least 5000ft long and in many places more than 100ft wide, 

3000ft northwest of the cabin and 2000ft southeast of the cabin. 
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Located at the cab in the vein is about 75ft wide. Samples from here 

showed: 

6-12 inches of quartz approx 5% copper. 

6-12 inches of quartz approx 4% copper. 

18" of chalcopyrite 6% copper. 

10ft vein length 5% copper. 

A 17 ft adit was dr iven and samples taken, assayed out to 5 .3% 

copper. Northern most 700ft, there are several places of copper 

showing very good grade. 
Below photo is Pesika Creek 

Conclusion 

The property observed from the west side shows the quartz vein r u n s 

from the 4600 ft level to 5400 level, over a length of 5000ft. Th is 

varies i n w id th from approximately 35-135ft. The immense size of the 

vein a n d the favourable topography favours considerable further work 

on th is property. 

We took surface samples of w h i c h they returned: 

• Silver - 120grms p/mt 

• Go ld - 3.29 grms p/mt 

• Copper - 1.5% 

We are looking for expressions of interest to take this to the next  

stage. 
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Recommendations 

1. Fur the r acquis i t ion of more c la ims on site 

2. U - T E M investigation is extremely important 

3. Dr i l l ing program 

4. M i n i n g engineer evaluat ion 

Please note: 

Excerpts extracted from Minister of Mines report 1931, 1950 & 

1951. 
Disclaimer: A l l information i s confidential and for the 
private information of the person to whom i t i s provided. 
Do not disseminate, distribute or copy this report with 
out express approval of Pursuit Pty Ltd. 
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