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KIRK CLAIM GOLD PROSPECT 

NTS 104 G 12E 

The K i r k P r o p e r t y c o n s i s t s o f 12 u n i t s l o c a t e d on the e a s t s i d e o f 
the S t i k i n e R i v e r V a l l e y , 36 km (22 m i l e s ) below the town o f Te legraph 
Creek . L a t i t u d e and l o n g i t u d e are 57° 37'N and 131° 33'W. 

The c l a i m was s taked by C. Graf and recorded on August 1 2 , 1982. I t 
covers go ld m i n e r a l i z a t i o n t h a t was i n i t i a l l y d i s c o v e r e d and s taked i n 1898 
by a l o c a l p r o s p e c t o r named Lewis K i r k . A c c o r d i n g to Dr . Ker r (GCS mem­
o i r 2 4 6 ) , the p r o p e r t y was he ld by K i r k a t l e a s t u n t i l 1929. In the memoir 
on pages 7 6 - 7 7 , Dr . Ke r r g i v e s a s h o r t g e o l o g i c a l d e s c r i p t i o n o f the p r o ­
spec t and r e p o r t s t h a t the A l a s k a T readwel l Gold M i n i n g Company sampled i t 
c a r e f u l l y i n 1917. He r e p o r t s two assays from the data which the Company 
made a v a i l a b l e to him as 2 . 5 f t . o f 1.86 03/T A u , . 2 1 oz ./T A g , 2 . 1 % C u , 
and 6 f t . o f . 4 1 oz ./T A u , - 8 0 oz ./T A g , 2.0% Cu. He s t a t e s t h a t , 

" f rom these and numerous o t h e r a s s a y s , i t appears t h a t 
the q u a r t z v e i n s themselves c a r r y h igh go ld v a l u e s . . . " 

but does not quote any f u r t h e r grades or w i d t h s . 

H is d e s c r i p t i o n of the prospect i s as f o l l o w s ; 

"The rocks are T r i a s s i c v o l c a n i c t y p e s , a n d e s i t e to a l b i t e 
a n d e s i t e i n c o m p o s i t i o n . They are bad l y s h a t t e r e d by num­
erous f a u l t s , but not g r e a t l y a l t e r e d by m i n e r a l i z i n g 
s o l u t i o n s . In f o u r such s h a t t e r z o n e s , i n which the rock 
f ragments have been p a r t l y or w h o l l y recemented by c a l c i t e , 
there are q u a r t z ve ins b e a r i n g c h a l c o p y r i t e and p y r i t e i n 
s c a t t e r e d g r a i n s and i r r e g u l a r masses. The v e i n s are gen ­
e r a l l y s m a l l , rang ing from 1/8 i n c h to 3 inches i n w i d t h , 
but i n p l a c e s a t t a i n i n g 6 inches o r more and p a r t of one 
v e i n was ZH f e e t w ide . The s h a t t e r e d zones i n which they 
l i e vary from 1 f o o t to 15 f e e t i n w i d t h , and the q u a r t z 
v e i n s were es t imated to make up l e s s than 10 per cent o f 
t h e i r volume. 

A l t o g e t h e r , f o u r such s h a t t e r e d zones have been f o u n d . 
The l o n g e s t i s 150 to 200 f e e t l o n g , the o t h e r s range 
from 25 to 100 f e e t . Three of them s t r i k e about n o r t h 
50 degrees e a s t , the f o u r t h about e a s t ; and a l l d i p 
s t e e p l y southeast to v e r t i c a l . A l l end a t s h a t t e r e d 
zones beyond which they cou ld not be t r a c e d , and which 
are t h e r e f o r e , presumed to be f a u l t s . The w r i t e r c o n ­
s i d e r s t h a t i n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y these f o u r s e c t i o n s were 
o r i g i n a l l y p a r t s of one , or p o s s i b l y two, m i n e r a l i z e d 
zones t h a t have been broken by c r o s s f a u l t i n g . " 
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The p rospec t was a l s o v i s i t e d by J . D . Mandy of the B .C . Department 
o f Mines (Annual r e p o r t 1929 p. 119) who d e s c r i b e s the geology and the 
work performed by Mr. K i r k as f o l o w s : 

"The occur rence c o n s i s t s o f th ree quar tzose replacement 
zones o r p o s s i b l y f a u l t e d segments o f the same z o n e , i n 
a n d e s i t e , and i s l o c a t e d about 6 m i l e s e a s t e r l y o f the 
main c o n t a c t o f the b a t h o l i t h . M i n e r a l i z a t i o n c o n s i s t s 
o f c h a l c o p y r i t e , b o r n i t e , and p o s s i b l y c h a l c o c i t e and i n 
p l a c e s has been exposed i n encouraging q u a n t i t y a c r o s s 
w idths o f from 2 to 15 f e e t . The showings have been 
e x p l o r e d by s t r i p p i n g , open c u t t i n g , and t u n n e l l i n g . The 
main work ing i s a tunnel a t e l e v a t i o n 3 ,175 f e e t , t o e x ­
p l o r e a zone s t r i k i n g n o r t h - e a s t . Here a tunnel s t a r t i n g 
as a c r o s s c u t has been d r i v e n s o u t h - e a s t 50 f e e t t o the z o n e , 
then n o r t h - e a s t f o r 80 f e e t d i a g o n a l l y a c r o s s i t t o the 
e a s t w a l l , then a t r i g h t ang les a c r o s s i t f o r 15 f e e t t o 
the west w a l l . A l though the tunnel i s c r o o k e d , t h i s i s a 
very good p l a n o f p r e l i m i n a r y underground e x p l o r a t o r y 
work and exposes encouraging m i n e r a l i z a t i o n o f a p o s s i b l e 
m i l l grade copper o r e . Great c r e d i t i s due to the owner, 
who i s q u i t e advanced i n age , f o r the type and q u a n t i t y 
of work he has done a l o n e . " 

No f u r t h e r recorded work has been done s i n c e 1929. 

The p r o p e r t y should be g e o l o g i c a l l y mapped and the o l d showings should 
be r e l o c a t e d and sampled f o r g o l d . A number o f c l o s e l y spaced s o i l s a m p l ­
i n g l i n e s should a l s o be made ac ross the c l a i m and the samples a n a l y z e d f o r 
g o l d , s i l v e r and copper . 
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